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It is hard for anyone who has not traveled extensively in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 

over a period of decades to realize just how much each nation in the region has changed in terms 

of basic demographics. There has been a massive increase in population in every MENA country 

since the end of World War II and the colonial period, and the nations in North Africa are no 

exception.  

It should be stressed that there are there are no fully reliable figures for population growth, and 

estimates of the past, current, and projected population for each MENA country often vary by 

source. Many MENA countries have never had a fully credible census, and reliable broad estimates 

of population trends only became available in the late 1950s and early 1960s.  

The data for the period 1950 to 2021 seem accurate enough, however, to measure the massive 

overall rate of population increase in each country with reasonable accuracy, and the projections 

of continuing major near-term trends in population increases through 2050 have a high probability 

of being correct. 

The near-term estimates by the UN and World Bank show that all MENA countries experienced 

massive increases in population through 2021 and that the resulting pressures on their economies, 

governance, and social stability must have been a key factor affecting their stability. They also 

seem accurate enough to show that if today’s demographic forces dominate future population 

growth, there is a near certainty that population pressure will present steadily growing problems 

through at least 2050. The same is true of the other demographic data and estimates the authors 

could find.1 

At the same time, one needs to be careful about trying to look too far into the future. The 

projections of population growth beyond 2021 do become steadily more uncertain with time and 

estimates of medium to long-term growth should be parametric to reflect this. This is why the total 

population growth estimates in this analysis have been limited to the period from 2021 to 2050. 

To put these uncertainties into perspective, the median projection for Algeria in 2050 in the UN 

data is a rise to somewhere around 60 million. The US Census Bureau International Data Base 

(IDB) point estimates project 56.1 million. 2 These uncertainties then rise sharply with time. The 

UN projects a median estimate that Algeria’s population will rise to around 62 million in 2100, 

but also shows a range for the 95% prediction interval of some 50 million to 86 million. The US 

Census Bureau International Data Base (IDB) point estimates for 2100 project an estimate of 57.1 

million but do not reflect the same massive range of uncertainty. 3  

Population Growth, Security, and Stability 

Population growth is far more likely to be a challenge that nations need to do far more to meet 

than to rise to the levels that become some kind of Malthusian nightmare. It is not, however, a 

challenge that MENA nations can afford to ignore. There has been surprisingly little attention to 

the impact of this growth in most recent estimates of MENA country stability and security. If 

anything, the potential impact of massive population growth was of far greater concern in the 

1950s to 1970s than it is today. This is not only true of the level of concern over its impact on 

economic development planning, but of its impact on political analyses of internal stability. 

Today, many studies on MENA country stability and security focus almost exclusively on the 

current political and economic situation and ignore the impact of past and future population growth 

on the need for economic growth, particularly for added jobs, social services, infrastructure, and 
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effective governance. They also ignore the extent to which such growth has already encouraged 

unrest, political violence, and civil conflict. 

Most studies ignore the extent to which population growth has put major strains on governance, 

has led to far more interaction between different sectarian, ethnic, and tribal groups, and has 

transformed the internal stability of every state in the MENA region. Most notably, it has led to 

massive increases in urbanization and participation in the market economy, and, so far, it has done 

so in spite of internal conflicts, war, economic crises, and all of the other pressures that have shape 

a troubled region. 

There has also been limited attention to the extent that population growth has changed the culture 

and values of the populations involved. While many elements of traditional culture and social 

practices remain, every country in the region has been forced to adapt to a very different economic 

structure, need for literacy and modern education, and contact with outside values.  

At the same time, the projections of population growth by sources like the World Bank and UN 

do not seem to assess the impact of population growth on problems in development, job creation, 

and urban services. They also do not address key limits on growth like the adequate of water 

supplies or the impact of climate change and the growing concern of some experts that many 

MENA states will come under serious pressure for climate migration by 2050.4 

Population growth is only one force for change in a region that is one of the most volatile regions 

in the world, but the graphs presented in this analysis show just how sharp it has been in the past 

and how likely it is to be a major force for at least the next two decades. At a minimum, economic 

development must be tied to estimates of population growth, governments need to plan for the 

future and not simply for the present, and high-risk areas like water and climate change need to be 

examined in the light of population growth. It also is all too clear that no country in the region can 

live in the past in religious or political terms. The tensions that divide populations today are shaped 

in part by forces that are constantly growing, and there is no way to return to the past or even cope 

by trying to live as if further change was not inevitable.   

 North Africa as a Case Study 

This analysis is part of a three-volume series of graphic estimates of the trends in population 

growth that covers all of the MENA region. This volume provides a country-by-country portrait 

of the population trends in North Africa – including Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya.  

A snapshot of current CIA estimates of population-related data is provided for each country, and 

then graphs that show the trends in total population and several other key trends shaped by 

population growth. Additional graphs show the trends in growth for ages 15 to 24 years – the key 

age group affecting the need for new and different jobs. They also show the trends for ages 65 and 

above which will soon lead to massive increases in the dependency ratios and need for income and 

aid to adults outside the work force. And they show the trends in urbanization and limits, or decline, 

in agricultural and self-sufficient workers.  

The graphs cover the period of 1950 to 2021 – with UN projections to 2050 and 2100. They 

collectively illustrate the importance of addressing demographic trends, and the dangers inherent 

in analyses of politics, governance, development, and security issues which are effectively a 

snapshot of the present.  
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The Impact of Massive Population Growth 

As has been noted earlier, there are serious limits to the estimates of future population levels. 

Projections beyond 2030-2050 are inherently uncertain, and cannot anticipate changes in 

governance, social structures and family size, and a host of other factors. The parametric data for 

total population in the original UN estimates covered 2021-2100. They represent the state of the 

art in such long-term estimates. However, the projections beyond 2050 are still so uncertain that 

the UN graphs for total population have been edited to focus on periods from 2021 to 2050 where 

population momentum does most to reduce such uncertainty while the other UN graphs do project 

to 2100 – illustrating just how uncertain the data become. 

It should be stressed that while some CIA data are provided, the authors concluded that there are 

insufficient data to show the trends in how population increases have affected the tensions between 

ethnic, sectarian, tribal and other sources of friction between factions, that have resulted from 

changes in location and their economic and political role because of population size.  

As sources like the CIA World Factbook make clear, estimates of even the current divisions within 

a given nation’s population are often uncertain, but there is no doubt that that population pressure 

has affected the divisions within many populations in cases like Iraq, Libya, and Syria, and will 

continue to do so in the future.  

More broadly, far too much of the data on projected economic growth, and the impact of critical 

factors like water supplies and climate change is analyzed by region, rather than by country, and 

without any clear assumptions of estimates of the impact of population growth. In practice, 

however, the nations in the entire MENA region, and in the three subregions used in this analysis 

are so different that regional and subregion averages and trend data are largely meaningless. They 

bury so many important differences between countries in the resulting average that they are largely 

useless in estimating real world outcomes on a national basis.  

There also has been comparatively little effort to fully and accurately analyze the impact of past 

and projected population growth on real-world levels of poverty and the equity of income 

distribution, educational opportunities even at the regional and subregional levels by country. The 

same is true of differences in job opportunities, health care, representation in government, and how 

well development funding and aid are shared.  

In many cases, national reporting in these areas is erratic, limited, and lacks a statistical base 

founded on an adequate census or polling effort. In at least some cases, the data seem to be more 

political than real – claiming progress or a lack of problems – when the real trends are very 

different. 

Some analyses focus on economic growth as if trends like the growth in percent of GDP and total 

national income per capita, could properly address these issues. Other analyses treat metrics like 

per capita income and poverty as if population growth and urbanization were not making 

fundamental changes how the growth of the population interacts with shifts in foreign labor, 

refugees, and the internally displaced.  

It should be noted that the UN graphs that display parametric projections beyond 2021 portray 

significant ranges of uncertainty and differences in the future levels of population pressure 

involved by country. They also ignore the pressures to reduce the use of fossil fuels to limit the 

impact of climate change – a source of major uncertainty in estimating the future ability of 

petroleum exporting states like Algeria and Libya to deal with population growth. However, the 
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UN projections for most countries are certainly accurate enough to warn that the pressures caused 

by the need to deal with young populations will continue to present major problems in most 

countries through at least 2030, and warn that they could cause serious political unrest indefinitely 

into the future 

Youth at Ages 15-24 and the Demand for Labor versus  

Aging Over 65 years and Massive Increases in Dependence  

on Others or the State for Income 

The graphs showing the trends in ages 15-24 show that population growth has often led to total 

populations that are very young, and ones where the number of young men and women trying to 

enter the labor force have sharply increased the demand for advanced education and market-driven 

jobs. In many countries, this demand has sharply exceeded supply, and the UN’s Arab 

Development Reports are only one of the many sources highlighting the shortfalls in youth 

employment and the resulting anger.  

At the same time, the graphs for the growth in population in the population that is aged 65 and 

above show the effect of improved medical services and life spans and that they will lead to major 

- and sometimes massive - increases in the population over 65. Most of this population will not 

expect to work beyond this age. The graphs show that this is already creating a problem in several 

countries, but the growing burden of dependency could reach the crisis level after 2030-2040 if 

several nations do not expand their level of economic development and income, and create suitable 

social policy. 

Shifting from Agriculture to a Market Driven System 

The last set of graphs for each country shows that population pressure has combined with 

fundamental changes in the global economy to make nation-wide shifts away from nearly self-

sufficient agriculture to petroleum and service industries, and done so with only a limited increase 

in manufacturing output.  

With some exceptions, studies by the UN’s Arab Human Development Reports, Arab Barometer, 

and other polls and sources; show that job creation has not met growing needs, that most nations 

have lagged in providing adequate levels of development, and that the quality of governance has 

not kept up with the radically changing patterns in national needs - while work by Transparency 

International and the World Bank show that the end result has been growing corruption and a 

decline in governance - and sometimes help push nations to the near breakdown of national 

political structures and even civil war. 

This is not the case for some of the wealthiest petroleum exporting states. “Oil wealth,” however, 

is a misnomer in the North African region. Algeria has a large population and its petroleum export 

income is no substitute for effective development and economic diversification. Libya has largely 

squandered its petroleum wealth on massive state sector efforts, arms, and political upheavals. 

Governments Have Often Failed to Meet the Needs of Their Peoples 

Finally, the impact of population growth is shaped largely by the quality of governance and its 

development efforts. Regional and national public opinion polls highlight the extent to which the 

population of most North African states feels that government is failing them to some degree. The 

Arab Barometer, and an Arab Human Development Report entitled Citizenship 360o in the Arab 

Region, are just a few of the examples of such polling.5 



 

 

5 

 

There is no way to know how the extent to which the problems most MENA governments are now 

having with their own people. And popular unrest, and demonstrations, are driven by population 

growth. Population pressure is only one factor among many. At the same time, various UN Arab 

Development Reports warned long before the “Arab Spring” that population pressure and the need 

for jobs was creating growing instability, and it is all too clear from the trends involved that there 

are few reasons to believe most MENA governments are prepared to meet the challenges of further 

population increases and changes in the demographic and urban character of their countries. 
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Morocco 

Morocco has made significant progress in political and economic reform over the years but has also faced 

major challenges in the form of battles with the Polisario over the control of the former Spanish Sahara, 

and military tension with Algeria. Its population increased by some three times between 1960 and 2020, 

although education, changes in the role of women, and economic reform have lowered its birth rate. It has 

also eased its population problems through extensive migration to Europe, although it has faced external 

population pressure from migrants from of Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The World Bank Economic Update for April 2022 warns, however, that,6 

“real GDP is still 6.4% below the pre-pandemic trend; potential growth has been declining since the early 2010s; volatile 

precipitations are increasingly affecting the economy; and the combined effect of the drought, rising international food 

and energy prices due to the war in Ukraine and the lasting impact of the COVID pandemic may leave socio-economic 

scars if not treated well… This outlook is subject to various downside risks. The war in Ukraine is increasing global 

commodity prices, which together with the drought, could increase Morocco’s import bill and public subsidies, thereby 

impacting the current account and the budget balance. A weaker recovery could exert additional pressures on household 

and firms’ debt servicing capacity. Inflationary pressures could force the central bank to raise rates, which together with 

changes in the monetary stance of advanced economies would tighten financing conditions for the public and the private 

sector. 

The current edition of the CIA World Factbook notes that,7 

Despite Morocco's economic progress, the country suffers from high unemployment, poverty, and illiteracy, 

particularly in rural areas. Key economic challenges for Morocco include reforming the education system 

and the judiciary. 

While Morocco has made economic progress, it has not been able to create enough jobs to meet the demand 

from its youth, and this will remain a problem through at least 2040. Massive increases are taking place in 

its population over 65 years of age, and this will present growing challenges in terms of funding. 

Morocco has made major increases in urbanization, but still has a significant agricultural sector and one 

that needs investment to modernize and become more productive. It has had moderate success in urban 

education and development, but jobs, housing, and meaningful careers remain problems for its youth, and 

are an area where demographic pressure remains a challenge. Its sharply rising number of people who are 

age 65 and over will present growing funding problems. 

Looking towards the future, the World Bank analysis of water use in the MENA region shows that Morocco 

has relatively high reserves of sustainable ground water, and makes relatively effective use of its water 

resources.8 At the same time, the Bank’s studies of the impact of climate change raise serious questions 

about the growing environmental challenges Algeria may face between 2022 and 2050, and its ability to 

support its existing population. 9 Some estimates indicate a potential need for major population migration 

outside of the country. 

Snapshot of Key Factoids from the CIA Factbook (accessed August 2022) 

¶ Population distribution: the highest population density is found along the Atlantic and 

Mediterranean coasts; a number of densely populated agglomerations are found scattered through 

the Atlas Mountains 

¶ Foreign population: NA 

¶ Ethnic groups: Arab-Berber 99%, other 1% 

¶ Sectarian groups: Muslim 99% (official; virtually all Sunni, <0.1% Shia), other 1% (includes 

Christian, Jewish, and Baha'i); note - Jewish about 3,000-3,500 (2020 est.) 

¶ Dependency ratios: total dependency ratio: 52.4 youth dependency ratio: 40.8 elderly dependency 

ratio: 11.6 
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¶ Median Age: 29.1 years 

¶ Population growth rate: 0.91% (2022 est.) 

¶ Literacy: 73.8% 

¶ School life expectancy: (primary to tertiary): 14 years 

¶ Urbanization: 64.6% of total population (2022) 

¶ Urbanization Growth Rate: 1.88% annual rate of change (2020-25 est.) 

¶ GDP per capita: $6,900 (2020 est.) 

¶ GDP Composition: agriculture: 14% (2017 est.) industry: 29.5% (2017 est.) services: 56.5% (2017 

est.) 

¶ Labor force by Occupation (2004): agriculture: 39.1% industry: 20.3% services: 40.5% (2014 

est.) 

¶ Overall Unemployment Rate: 9.23% (2019 est.) 

¶ Unemployment Youth ages 15-24: total: 22.2% male: 22% female: 22.8% (2016 est.) 
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Morocco: Total Population Estimates (In Millions) 

World Bank: 1960-2021 

 

 

Source: World Bank, 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?end=2021&locations=MA&start=1960&view=chart 

UN 1950 to 2050: 

 

Source: United Nations, DESA Population Division, edited to limit projections to 2050, 

https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/65plus/504.   

2021 = 37.3 

2010 = 32.3 

2000 = 28.8 

1990 = 24.8 

1980 = 20.0 

1970 = 16.0 

1960 = 12.3 
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Morocco: Warning Signs: Entry to Labor Force Age 

and Seniors 65 and Over 

UN: Population Age 15-24 

 

UN: Age 65 and Over 

 

Source: UN, https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/65plus/504.   
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Morocco: Shifts from Rural to Urban Market-Driven Population 

 

  

 

Source: UN Population Division, World Urbanization Prospects https://population.un.org/wup/Country-Profiles/ 
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Algeria 

Algeria is more an Army with a country than a country with an Army. It has a mixed history of 

economic development, fought a major civil war with both popular unrest and Islamists from 1991-

2002, and has experienced continuing political unrest as part of the “Arab spring.” It has been a 

major petroleum exporter -- and funded its military and civil subsidies with these revenues -- but 

such funds have been too limited to meet popular needs and expectations, and overall economic 

development has been moderate at best.  

Urban population growth has not been matched by suitable advances in urban development and 

the level of modernization in the Algerian economy and governance. Modernization and 

productivity in the agricultural sector also remain serious challenges. 

The World Bank country Overview does report that Algeria has improved its levels of education  

announced a “Socio-Economic Recovery Plan…a longstanding reform effort to shift the economy 

toward a sustainable,  private sector-led model, engage in a transition toward renewable energy, 

reduce severe imbalances in the country’s macroeconomy, and protect the population’s 

livelihoods.” 

The Bank also reports, however, that 

Real GDP growth is estimated to have contracted by 5.5% amid strict lockdown measures to contain COVID-

19 and a concurrent fall in hydrocarbon production, with oil output falling below Algeria’s OPEC quota. 

Labor-intensive sectors, such as services and construction—largely concentrated in the informal economy—

have been deeply affected, resulting in many jobs being lost temporarily or permanently. Meanwhile, the 

temporary fall in oil prices, coupled with the decline in export volumes, caused a steep fall in hydrocarbon 

export revenues. 

The overall budget deficit is estimated to have widened to 16.4% of GDP in 2020, while fiscal risks arising 

from public banks exposed to lending to struggling state-owned enterprises have surged. Despite a 

sharp  contraction in imports and a moderate depreciation of the exchange rate, the current account deficit is 

expected to have increased to 14.4% of GDP, with international reserves falling to US$46.9 billion at the end 

of 2020 (a fall of -24% year-on-year), or around 12.8 months of imports. Poverty, is expected to have risen 

in 2020, due to falling growth and employment, though data on it is lacking. 

The economic crisis caused by the pandemic follows five consecutive years of slowdown in GDP growth 

(2015-2019) in Algeria, driven by a shrinking hydrocarbon sector, a labyrinthine and public-led model of 

growth, and a private sector struggling to become the new engine of economic growth. The hydrocarbon 

industry, which accounted for 20% of GDP, 41% of fiscal revenues, and 94% of export earnings in 2019, is 

experiencing structural decline. 

Algeria, like other oil-exporting countries across the MENA region, will need to shift toward a more 

diversified economy to lift job prospects in the country, which are crucial given its young demographic 

profile. The structural decline in hydrocarbon revenues also suggests that current levels of public spending 

are unsustainable, and that policies designed to generate additional fiscal revenue need to be complemented 

by measures to improve the efficiency and the fairness of public spending. The success of structural economic 

reform will hinge on its ability to restore macroeconomic stability and enact decisive policies to support 

private sector development while continuing to protect the most vulnerable segments of the population. 

These trends make it difficult to estimate the seriousness of population pressure in the near to mid 

-term. The rate of total population growth has declined, but the decline in birthrate as a result of 

education and development has not met past expectations. It will probably remain a problem 

through 2050 – even if climate change does not intervene -- unless Algeria improves its economic 

development efforts. Youth employment pressure will probably present a serious challenge 

through at least 2040, and so will the sharp growth in the population that is 65 years of age or over. 
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Looking further into the future, the World Bank analysis of water use in the MENA region shows 

that Algeria has faced growing water tress in the highly populated areas along its coast since 2010, 

although overall water stress is still limited.10 At the same time, the Bank’s studies of the impact 

of climate change raise serious questions about the growing environmental challenges Algeria may 

face between 2022 and 2050, and its ability to support its existing population. 11 Some estimates 

indicate a potential need for major population migration outside of the country. 

Snapshot of Key Factoids from the CIA Factbook (accessed August 2022) 

¶ Population distribution: The vast majority of the populace is found in the extreme northern part 

of the country along the Mediterranean Coast 

¶ Foreign population: NA 

¶ Ethnic groups: Arab-Berber 99%, European less than 1% 

¶ Sectarian groups: Muslim (official; predominantly Sunni) 99%, other (includes Christian, Jewish, 

Ahmadi Muslims, Shia Muslims, Ibadi Muslims) <1% (2012 est.) 

¶ Dependency ratios: total dependency ratio: 60.1 youth dependency ratio: 49.3 elderly dependency 

ratio: 10.8 

¶ Median Age: 28.9 years 

¶ Population growth rate: 1.34% (2022 est.) 

¶ Literacy: 81.4% 

¶ School life expectancy: (primary to tertiary): 14 years 

¶ Urbanization: 74.8% of total population (2022) 

¶ Urbanization Growth Rate: 1.99% annual rate of change (2020-25 est.) 

¶ GDP per capita: $10,700 (2020 est.) 

¶ GDP Composition: agriculture: 13.3% (2017 est.) industry: 39.3% (2017 est.) services: 47.4% 

(2017 est.) 

¶ Labor force by Occupation (2004): agriculture: 10.8% industry: 30.9% services: 58.4% (2011 

est.) 

¶ Overall Unemployment Rate: 11.7% (2017 est.) 

¶ Unemployment Youth ages 15-24: total: 39.3% male: 33.1% female: 82% (2017 est.) 
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Algeria: Total Population Growth Estimates (In Millions) 

 

World Bank: 1960-2021 

 

Source: World Bank, 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?end=2021&locations=DZ&start=1960&view=chart 

 

UN 1950 to 2050: 

 

Source: United Nations, DESA Population Division, edited to limit projections to 2050, 
https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/TOT/12. 

2021 = 44.6 

2010 = 35.9 

2000 = 31.0 

1990 = 25.7 

1980 = 19.2 

1970 = 14.5 

1960 = 11.0 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?end=2021&locations=DZ&start=1960&view=chart
https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/TOT/12
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Algeria: Warning Signs: Entry to Labor Force Age, 

and Seniors 65 and Over 

UN: Population Age 15-24 

 

UN: Age 65 and Over 

 

Source: UN, https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/65plus/504.  
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Algeria: Shifts from Rural to Urban Market-Driven Population 

 

 

Source: UN Population Division, World Urbanization Prospects https://population.un.org/wup/Country-Profiles/ 
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Tunisia 

The “Arab spring” began in Tunisia, partly as a result of failed governance and development 

efforts, partly as a result of corruption and rising food prices, and partly as a result of population 

pressure and rising unemployment. In spite of various reform efforts, its economy is structured to 

favor its elites, and the CI  World Factbook notes that,  

…cronyism and corruption stymied economic performance, unemployment rose, and the informal economy 

grew” before the Arab spring, and that, “Tunisia’s government remains under pressure to boost economic 

growth quickly to mitigate chronic socio-economic challenges, especially high levels of youth 

unemployment, which has persisted since the 2011 revolution. 

The World Bank Economic Update for April 2022 reports that,12  

Tunisia’s economic outlook remains highly uncertain. The economic rebound in 2021 was relatively 

moderate. Debt sustainability concerns remained acute due to elevated fiscal deficits and financing needs. As 

a net importer of energy and cereals, Tunisia is vulnerable to spikes in global commodity prices due to the 

repercussions of the war in Ukraine. Fast-tracking the recovery and safeguarding macroeconomic stability 

will require the swift implementation of structural reforms.  

GDP grew by an estimated 2.9% in 2021, as the successful containment of the COVID-19 pandemic starting 

in the second semester and increased vaccination allowed the relaxation of mobility restrictions across the 

country. The economic rebound was relatively modest considering the strong GDP contraction of 9.2% in 

2020, the sharpest in the MENA region. Key factors behind the modest recovery include the relative 

dependence of the economy on tourism and the limited fiscal space and difficult business environment, 

including restrictions on investments and competition.  

Labor market outcomes remained limited. The already high unemployment rate reached 18.4% by the 3rd 

quarter of 2021 combined with a slight reduction in labor force participation. The unemployment rate is 

particularly high among youth, women and in the west of the country.  

The rise in total population has been less steep than in many MENA countries, but poor governance 

and development efforts mean that it remains a significant problem.  

Pressure for youth employment is currently projected to continue to be a problem through 2040. 

So is the rise in the population over 65 years of age. 

Urbanization has reached high levels, and the government has not created the infrastructure, 

education, and rate of job creation the population needs. Agricultural productivity and 

modernization remain challenges.  

Looking towards the future, the World Bank analysis of water use in the MENA region shows that 

Tunisia  has moderately sustainable reserves of water, has faced growing water stress since 2010, 

and only makes moderately effective use of its water resources.13 At the same time, the Bank’s 

studies of the impact of climate change raise serious questions about the growing environmental 

challenges Tunisia may face between 2022 and 2050, and its ability to support its existing 

population. 14 Some estimates indicate a potential need for major population migration outside of 

the country. 

Snapshot of Key Factoids from the CIA Factbook (accessed August 2022) 

¶ Population distribution: the overwhelming majority of the population is located in the northern 

half of the country; the south remains largely underpopulated 

¶ Foreign population: NA 

¶ Ethnic groups: Arab 98%, European 1%, Jewish and other 1% 
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¶ Sectarian groups: Muslim (official; Sunni) 99%, other (includes Christian, Jewish, Shia Muslim, 

and Baha'i) <1% 

¶ Dependency ratios: total dependency ratio: 49.6 youth dependency ratio: 36.3 elderly dependency 

ratio: 13.3 

¶ Median Age: 32.7 years 

¶ Population growth rate: 0.69% (2022 est.) 

¶ Literacy: 81.8% 

¶ School life expectancy: (primary to tertiary): 15 years 

¶ Urbanization: 70.2% of total population (2022) 

¶ Urbanization Growth Rate: 1.34% annual rate of change (2020-25 est.) 

¶ GDP per capita: $9,700 (2020 est.) 

¶ GDP Composition: agriculture: 10.1% (2017 est.) industry: 26.2% (2017 est.) services: 63.8% 

(2017 est.) 

¶ Labor force by Occupation (2004): agriculture: 14.8% industry: 33.2% services: 51.7% (2014 

est.) 

¶ Overall Unemployment Rate: 15.5% (2017 est.) 

¶ Unemployment Youth ages 15-24: total: 34.9% male: 33.8% female: 37.2% (2017 est.) 
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Tunisia: Total Population Growth Estimates (In Millions) 

 

World Bank: 1960-2021 

 

Source: World Bank, 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?end=2021&locations=TN&start=1960&view=chart 

 

UN 1950 to 2050: 

 

Source: United Nations, DESA Population Division, edited to limit projections to 2050, 
https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/TOT/788.  

2021 = 11.9 

2010 = 10.6 

2000 = 9.7 

1990 = 8.2 

1980 = 6.4 

1970 = 5.1 

1960 = 4.2 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?end=2021&locations=TN&start=1960&view=chart
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Tunisia: Warning Signs: Entry to Labor Force Age 

and Seniors 65 and Over 

UN: Population Age 15-24 

 

UN: Age 65 and Over 

 

Source: UN, https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/65plus/788.  
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Tunisia: Shifts from Rural to Urban Market-Driven Population 

 

 

 

Source: UN Population Division, World Urbanization Prospects https://population.un.org/wup/Country-Profiles/ 

  

https://population.un.org/wup/Country-Profiles/
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Libya 

Libya still has high petroleum revenues relative to its sharply increased population, but its former 

dictator, Muammar Gaddafi focused on ideology and military power, and never created effective 

patterns of development and civil governance between his seizure of power in 1961 and his fall in 

2011. Efforts to install a democratic government have failed to bring unity to the country and it 

has been divided into two rival government and tribal factions -- and in state of civil war -- since 

2014.  

Libya has benefited from the recovery of its oil exports and high global oil prices, but the World 

Bank Overview for October 2021 notes that, 

Household welfare has continued to deteriorate, due to increasing inflation, compounded with already 

deteriorating livelihoods. Prices of essential goods rose during 2021 and accelerated in the second half of the 

year. Inflation rate reached 2.8% in 2021, more than twice as high as in 2020 (1.1%). The recent Russia-

Ukraine crisis and potential short-term supply disruption may put additional inflationary pressure on prices 

of essential goods, such as wheat, barley, maize, and corn, further increasing food insecurity.             

Political instability in Libya and the ongoing Ukraine-Russia crisis are likely to continue to slow down 

Libya’s economic recovery. The country will benefit from soaring global oil prices, translating into higher 

fiscal revenues and greater inflows of hard currency. This will positively impact its growth and its fiscal and 

external balances. Positive economic performances, however, depend on funds for the maintenance of oil 

facilities and for stabilizing oil production. In contrast, other shocks to the global economy, or shocks to 

global commodity prices, would adversely affect Libya’s economic activity and households’ welfare.   

The CIA World Factbook notes that,15 

Libya's economy, almost entirely dependent on oil and gas exports, has struggled since 2014 given security 

and political instability, disruptions in oil production, and decline in global oil prices. The Libyan dinar has 

lost much of its value since 2014 and the resulting gap between official and black market exchange rates has 

spurred the growth of a shadow economy and contributed to inflation. The country suffers from widespread 

power outages, caused by shortages of fuel for power generation. Living conditions, including access to clean 

drinking water, medical services, and safe housing have all declined since 2011. Oil production in 2017 

reached a five-year high, driving GDP growth, with daily average production rising to 879,000 barrels per 

day. However, oil production levels remain below the average pre-Revolution highs of 1.6 million barrels 

per day. 

The Central Bank of Libya continued to pay government salaries to a majority of the Libyan 

workforce and to fund subsidies for fuel and food, resulting in an estimated budget deficit of 

about 17% of GDP in 2017. Low consumer confidence in the banking sector and the economy as 

a whole has driven a severe liquidity shortage. 

Living conditions have declined steadily since 2011, and so has infrastructure, including electric 

power. Much of the population depends on government subsidies for foodstuffs and fuel, and 

progress in development remains limited.  

While population pressure is not as acute as in some other MENA states, failed governance has 

made it into a serious problem, and one of its warring factions have so far done little to address. 

Youth employment is currently projected to be a serious problem through 2040, and dependency 

in age 65 and over is rising sharply. 

Both urban and rural development are weak, and current rates do not meet popular needs.  

Looking further into the future, the World Bank analysis of water use in the MENA region shows 

that Libya has faced growing water stress in the highly populated areas along its coast since 2010, 

although overall water stress is still limited. It is, however, over-dependent on limited supplies of 
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underground “fossil” water, and makes inefficient use of its water supplies. 16 At the same time, 

the Bank’s studies of the impact of climate change raise serious questions about the growing 

environmental challenges Libya may face between 2022 and 2050, and its ability to support its 

existing population. 17 Some estimates indicate a potential need for major population migration 

outside of the country. 

Snapshot of Key Factoids from the CIA Factbook (accessed August 2022) 

¶ Population distribution: Well over 90% of the population lives along the Mediterranean coast in 

and between Tripoli to the west and Al Bayda to the east; the interior remains vastly underpopulated 

due to the Sahara and lack of surface water. 

¶ Foreign population: NA 

¶ Ethnic groups: Berber and Arab 97%, other 3% (includes Egyptian, Greek, Indian, Italian, 

Maltese, Pakistani, Tunisian, and Turkish) 

¶ Sectarian groups: Muslim (official; virtually all Sunni) 96.6%, Christian 2.7%, Buddhist <1%, 

Hindu <1%, Jewish <1%, folk religion <1%, other  <1%, unaffiliated <1% (2020 est.) 

¶ Dependency ratios: total dependency ratio: 47.7 youth dependency ratio: 41 elderly dependency 

ratio: 6.7 

¶ Median Age: 25.8 years 

¶ Population growth rate: 1.65% (2022 est.) 

¶ Literacy: 91% 

¶ School life expectancy: (primary to tertiary): NA 

¶ Urbanization: 81.3% of total population (2022) 

¶ Urbanization Growth Rate: 1.45% annual rate of change (2020-25 est.) 

¶ GDP per capita: $10,300 (2020 est.) 

¶ GDP Composition: agriculture: 1.3% (2017 est.) industry: 52.3% (2017 est.) services: 46.4% 

(2017 est.)Labor force by Occupation (2004): agriculture: 17% industry: 23% services: 59% 

(2004 est.) 

¶ Overall Unemployment Rate: 30% (2004 est.) 

¶ Unemployment Youth ages 15-24: total: 48.7% male: 40.8% female: 67.8% (2012 est.) 
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Libya: Total Population Growth Estimates (In Millions) 

 

World Bank: 1960-2021 

 

Source: World Bank, 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?end=2021&locations=LY&start=1960&view=chart 

 

UN 1950 to 2050: 

 

Source: United Nations, DESA Population Division, edited to limit projections to 2050, 

https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/TOT/434 

2021 = 6.9 

2010 = 6.2 

2000 = 5.4 

1990 = 4.4 

1980 = 3.2 

1970 = 2.1 

1960 = 1.4 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?end=2021&locations=LY&start=1960&view=chart
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Libya: Warning Signs: Entry to Labor Force Age 

and Seniors 65 and Over 

UN: Population Age 15-24 

 

UN: Age 65 and Over 

 

Source: UN, https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/65plus/434  



 

 

25 

 

Libya: Shifts from Rural to Urban Market-Driven Population 

 

 

 

Source: UN Population Division, World Urbanization Prospects https://population.un.org/wup/Country-Profiles/ 

  

https://population.un.org/wup/Country-Profiles/
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1 The reader should be aware that international statistics vary sharply even when issued by the government of many 

countries for that country. This report draws on two major international organizations, but the U.S. Census Bureau 

provides its own country-by country projections though 2100 as part of its International Data Base as well as some 

statistical summary data that do not always agree with data provide by the State Department, Department of Defense, 

and CIA for the same country and some year. The reader can explore these databases at https://www.census.gov/data-

tools/demo/idb/#/country?COUNTRY_YEAR=2022&COUNTRY_YR_ANIM=2022&FIPS_SINGLE=AG. 

2 See the UN projection for Syria at https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/TOT/760, and the U.S. 

Census Bureau International Database projection for Syria at https://www.census.gov/data-

tools/demo/idb/#/country?COUNTRY_YEAR=2022&COUNTRY_YR_ANIM=2022&FIPS_SINGLE=SY&menu=

countryViz. 

3 See the UN projection for Syria at https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/Probabilistic/POP/TOT/760, and the U.S. 

Census Bureau International Database projection for Syria at https://www.census.gov/data-

tools/demo/idb/#/country?COUNTRY_YEAR=2022&COUNTRY_YR_ANIM=2022&FIPS_SINGLE=SY&menu=

countryViz. 

4 Estimates of the impact of climate change are still very much in development but the World Bank has completed a 

very detailed pioneering study of such issues. See World Bank, Groundswell Part II: Acting on Internal Climate 

Migration, 2021,  for a detailed modeling effort covering all of the countries in the MENA region, as well as water 

and agricultural issues and some aspects of governance, stability, and development. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/09/13/climate-change-could-force-216-million-people-to-

migrate-within-their-own-countries-by-2050. An earlier World Bank survey focusing on water issues provides add 

background. See  World Bank , Beyond Scarcity : Water Security in the Middle East and North Africa, MENA 

Development Report;. Washington, DC: World Bank, 2018, 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/27659. 
5 For a more detailed analysis see Jamal, Pagliani, and Hsu; Citizenship 360o in the Arab Region: Perceptions on 

Sustainable Development Across Countries, Income, and Gender, UN Arab Development Report Research Paper, UN 

Development Program, 2020. 

6 World Bank Economic Update, April 2022, https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/morocco/publication/economic-

update-april-2022. 

7 CIA, World Factbook, https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/morocco/#economy, accessed August 31, 

2022. 

8 World Bank, Beyond Scarcity: Water Security in the Middle East and North Africa, World Bank Group, 2018. 

9 World Bank, Groundswell Part II: Acting on Internal Climate Migration, 2021, 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/36248 

10 World Bank, Beyond Scarcity: Water Security in the Middle East and North Africa, World Bank Group, 2018. See 

pp. xxvii, xxxi-xxxiii, xxxvi, 12-13, 27-28. 

11 World Bank, Groundswell Part II: Acting on Internal Climate Migration, 2021, 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/36248 

12 https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/tunisia/publication/economic-update-april-2022.  

13 World Bank, Beyond Scarcity: Water Security in the Middle East and North Africa, World Bank Group, 2018. 

14 World Bank, Groundswell Part II: Acting on Internal Climate Migration, 2021, 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/36248 

15 https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/libya/#economy.  

16 World Bank, Beyond Scarcity: Water Security in the Middle East and North Africa, World Bank Group, 2018. See 

pp. xxvii, xxxi-xxxiii, xxxvi, 12-13, 27-28. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/09/13/climate-change-could-force-216-million-people-to-migrate-within-their-own-countries-by-2050
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/09/13/climate-change-could-force-216-million-people-to-migrate-within-their-own-countries-by-2050
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/27659
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/morocco/#economy
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/tunisia/publication/economic-update-april-2022
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/libya/#economy
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17 World Bank, Groundswell Part II: Acting on Internal Climate Migration, 2021, 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/36248 


