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http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/the-islamic-state-is-fraying-from-within/2015/03/08/0003a2e0-c276-11e4-a188-8e4971d37a8d_story.html
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Sourcehttp://www
.defense.gov/hom
e/features/2014/0
814_iraq/

DoD: Iraq and 
Syria: ISIL’s 
Reduced 
Operating Areas 
as of April 2015

The Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant’s 
(ISIL) frontlines in much 
of northern and central 
Iraq have been pushed 
back since August 
2014.
ISIL can no longer 
operate freely in 
roughly 25 to 30 
percent of populated 
areas of Iraqi territory 
where it once could. 

These areas translate 
into approximately 
13,000 to 17,000 
square kilometers 
(or 5,000 to 6,500 
square miles). 

However, because of 
the dynamic nature of 
the conflict in Iraq and 
Syria, this estimate 
could increase or 
decrease depending on 
daily fluctuations in 
the battle lines. 

ISIL’s area of influence 
in Syria remains largely 
unchanged, with its 
gains in As Suwayda’, 
Damascus Countryside, 
and Homs Provinces 
offset by losses in 
Halab and Al Hasakah
Province

http://www.defense.g
ov/home/features/201
4/0814_iraq/20150410
_ISIL_Map_Unclass_Ap
proved.pdf. 10/18/21 4

http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/20150410_ISIL_Map_Unclass_Approved.pdf


Source: New York Times, Updated May 11, 2015http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-
video.html?action=click&contentCollection=Middle%20East&region=Footer&configSection=article&isLoggedIn=false&moduleDetail=undefined&pgtype=Multimedia

ISIS Control of Iraq and Syria: March 6, 2015
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Szource: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32786138, May 19, 2015
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32786138
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Patrick B. Johnston, Benjamin W. Bahney, and Howard J. Shatz at RAND Corporation, Financial Action Task Force, Congressional Research 
Service, U.S. Department of the Treasury, Institute for the Study of War Sarah Almukhtar, “ISIS Finances are Strong,” NYT, 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/05/19/world/middleeast/isis-finances.html?_r=0. 

ISIS Relies on Extortion and Taxation

The Islamic State takes in more than $1 million per day in extortion and taxation. Salaries of Iraqi government employees are
taxed up to 50 percent, adding up to at least $300 million last year; companies may have their contracts and revenue taxed up to
20 percent. As other revenue streams have stalled, like banks and oil, the Islamic State has adjusted these rates to make taxation a 
larger portion of its income. 

Oil revenue has fallen to about $2 million per week, but the group is not dependent on oil income. Much of the production is used
for its own fuel. Past oil sales show that the Islamic State was already selling oil at deep discounts that fluctuated among local 
markets — for instance, selling oil for less in Kirkuk than in Mosul. 

The largest expenditure is salaries, which is estimated to be between $3 million and $10 million every month. The Islamic State 
also invests in police-state institutions, such as committees, media, courts, and market regulation, but provides relatively few
services. 

The group avoids investment in infrastructure because it can be an easy target for attacks, and the territory it holds can change
quickly. The group minimizes costs by looting military equipment, appropriating land and infrastructure, and paying relatively low 
salaries. The group also limits its vulnerability by shifting operations, transitioning between expanding its territory and fueling 
terrorist activity. The Islamic State’s loss of ground in Tikrit last month, for example, has not stopped it from launching attacks in 
other parts of Iraq and Syria and taking the Iraqi city of Ramadi this weekend. 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/05/19/world/middleeast/isis-finances.html?_r=0


Air Campaign 
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BBC; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034, May 20, 2015
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Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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Source: http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/
10/18/21 11



Source; 
http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/Airpower_30_April_2015.pdf
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Foreign Volunteers
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http://www.washin
gtonpost.com/world
/middle_east/the-
islamic-state-is-
fraying-from-
within/2015/03/08/
0003a2e0-c276-
11e4-a188-
8e4971d37a8d_stor
y.html

TOTAL: 
21,632
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Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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Source: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html, May 20, 2015

NYT Estimate of Foreign Fighters

MENA: 7,500-10,000        FSU: 1,300-2,000
W. Europe: 2,260-2,460   Other: 1,730
Total: 12,790 – 16,190
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32806487


Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-2783803410/18/21 17



Fighting in Syria
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Syria Country Profile: (CIA World Factbook, May 2015)

• Population: 17,951,639 (July 2014 est.)

• Youth Bulge: 53.3%: 0-14 years: 33.1% (male 3,046,922/female 2,898,060); 15-24 
years: 20.2% (male 1,833,802/female 1,789,854)

• Entering Labor Force Annually: 
• Ethnic Divisions: Arab 90.3%, Kurds, Armenians, and other 9.7%

• Sectarian Divisions: Muslim 87% (official; includes Sunni 74% and Alawi, Ismaili, 
and Shia 13%), Christian (includes Orthodox, Uniate, and Nestorian) 10% 
(includes Orthodox, Uniate, and Nestorian), Druze 3%, Jewish (few remaining in 
Damascus and Aleppo)

• Urbanization: 57.3% (1.37% per year) 

• GDP vs. Labor Force: GDP: $107.6 (PPP 2011) $64.7B (2011 Official Exchange 
Rate)

• Per Capita Income: $5,100 (2011 in $2011) (165th in the world)

• Budget:
• Taxes & Other Revenues:

• Exports vs. Imports: 

• Direct Unemployment: 33% (2014)

• Poverty Level: 11.9% (2009)

• Transparency International Global Corruption Ranking: 159th worst of 175 
countries

10/18/21 19



Demographic Pressures on Syria

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base (IDB), http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php, Accessed May 20, 2015.
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World Bank Rankings of Failed Governance in Syria

World Bank, World Wide Governance Indicators, Syria: http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#reports. 
10/18/21 21

http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx%23reports


World Bank Global Ranking of Ease of Doing Business in 
Syria in 2015: 175th worst of 185 Countries 

World Bank, World Wide Governance Indicators, Syria, http://www.doingbusiness.org/data/exploreeconomies/syria , 21.5.15. 
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http://www.doingbusiness.org/data/exploreeconomies/syria


UNDP Ranking of Human Development Indicators in Syria in 2015: 118th

worst of 187 Countries 

UNDP, Human Development Indicatorshttp://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/SYR, 21.5.15. 
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IMF Summary Data on Syria in 2015

10/18/21
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IMF, 
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2015/01/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=74&pr.y=8&sy=2013&ey=2020&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=count
ry&ds=.&br=1&c=512%2C433%2C463%2C474&s=NGDP_RPCH%2CNGDPD%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CPCPIPCH%2CTM_RPCH%2CTX_RPCH%2
CLUR%2CLP%2CGGR_NGDP%2CGGX_NGDP%2CGGXWDN_NGDP%2CGGXWDG_NGDP%2CBCA%2CBCA_NGDPD&grp=0&a=EM, 21.5.15. 



Chatham House: Syria Economy Cut in Half – I (Chatham House)
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• The impact on the Syrian economy of four years of conflict is hard to quantify, and no statistical analysis can 
adequately convey the scale of the human devastation that the war has wrought. Nevertheless, the task of 
mitigating the effects of the conflict and planning for the future requires some understanding of the core 
economic issues.

• Syria’s economy has contracted by more than 50 per cent in real terms since 2011, with the biggest losses in 
output coming in the energy and manufacturing sectors. Agriculture has assumed a bigger role in national 
output in relative terms, but food production has fallen sharply as a result of the conflict.

• The population has shrunk from 21 million to about 17.5 million as a result of outward migration (mainly as 
refugee flows) and more than a quarter of a million deaths. At least a third of the remaining population is 
internally displaced. Inflation has averaged 51 per cent between January 2012 and March 2015, according to 
the monthly data issued by the government, and the Syrian pound has depreciated by about 80 per cent 
since the start of the conflict.

• The government in Damascus continues to function in the guise of a national administration in respect of 
setting budgets, managing prices and providing services such as electricity, but its institutional integrity has 
been eroded.

• A war economy has emerged in which groups such as ISIS, the Kurdish PYD and rebels in the northwest and 
the south have established autonomous economic spheres, and in which the role of international aid in 
sustaining the population has assumed increasing importance.

• The Assad regime has received critical economic support from Iran in the form of oil supplies and credit to 
enable imports of commodities and equipment. However, Iran is setting political and economic conditions 
for continuing to provide such aid.

• The military advances both by ISIS and by anti-regime rebels in early 2015 have put further pressure on 
Assad, including on the economic front. As the conflict enters a new phase, fresh economic challenges will 
emerge, including the task of planning for its aftermath. 

Report by RIIA, author David Butter, Syria’s Economy, Picking Up the Pieces, June 23, 2015, 
http://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/syrias-economy-picking-pieces.  

http://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/syrias-economy-picking-pieces


Chatham House: Syria Economy Cut in Half – II (BBC)
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• Syria's economic output has shrunk by as much as 60% since the conflict began in 2011, according to estimates in a new 
report released by British think-tank Chatham House.

• Syria's mining and construction workers have been hit hardest - with exports dropping from $12bn to around $2bn.

• The Syrian pound has also lost 80% of value since the conflict began.

• Quarter of a million people who have lost their lives. There has been an estimated 23% population decrease, with four 
million registered refugees in neighboring countries.

• Part state-run economy and part "war" economy in breakaway parts of the country reliant on international funding.

• Studies showed a drop of between 50% to 65%, was "a reasonable assumption".

• Average price of goods and services in the country increased by 51% between January 2012 and March 2015, according to 
the government. 

• Official figures show a drop in the state's oil output from around 387,000 barrels a day in 2011 to just 10,000 barrels a day
in 2014. Government currently spending around 20% more of national earnings than it receives in income, plugging the gap 
by borrowing from central and state-owned banks. To address the shortfall, it has cut fuel and food subsidies.

• All private banks told that three-quarters of all board meetings must be held within the country. One Syrian businessman
said "the government wants to give a sense there is nothing wrong in Syria.”

• 60% of bank loans end up as non-performing loans…warlords have now swapped financial positions with industrialists, 
traders and merchants as the highest-earning members of society…"dangerous for the economy as a warlord will never look 
at capitalizing on investments". 

• Power cuts last much longer than the three-hour blackouts experienced before the conflict began. Syria had been producing 
10,000 megawatts of electricity, but now it was closer to 3,000 megawatts.

• Natural gas-fuelled power sector badly hit. Despite new projects activated just before the conflict, a 70% drop in capacity 
since 2011. Production down by at least a third. 

• “Institutional integrity" of much of the government is in question and, at the very least, it is "frayed at the edges". 

Report by RIIA, author David Butter, http://www.bbc.com/news/business-33244164



Source: Columbia University Gulf/2000 Project, and http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/08/27/the-one-map-that-shows-why-syria-is-so-
complicated/

The Pre-War Ethnic Sectarian Nightmare in the Levant
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http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/maps.shtml


Source: http://cco.dodlive.mil/files/2014/01/Syrias_Sectarian_Conflict.pdf

The Pre-War Ethnic Sectarian Nightmare in the Syria
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Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sectarianism_and_minorities_in_the_Syrian_Civil_Warpdf

The Pre-War Ethnic Sectarian Nightmare in the Syria

10/18/21 29



Source: START Global Terrorism Database, National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/

Rise in Terrorism in Syria



Map sources: areas of control and border 
crossings from the Syria Needs Analysis 
Project; all other geographical detail from 
humanitarian organisations and Google, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-
east-22798391

Syria: 
April 
2015
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http://www.acaps.org/en/pages/syria-snap-project


Energy Vulnerability in Syria
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http://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis.cfm?iso=SYR



Map sources: areas of control and border crossings from the Syria Needs Analysis Project; all other geographical detail from humanitarian organisations and Google, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22798391

Damascus

Homs

Allepo

Kobane
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http://www.acaps.org/en/pages/syria-snap-project


http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ECDM_20150229_Syria_IDPs.pdf

Syrian Refugee and IDB Crisis: March 1, 2015
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Broader Syrian Population Displacements

Sergio Pecanha and Tim Wallace, “Around the Globe, a Desperate Flight From Turmoil,” New York Times, June 20, 2015, 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/21/world/map-flow-desperate-migration-refugee-crisis.html?_r=0

About 11.6 million 
Syrians have been 
displaced, nearly half
of Syria’s entire 
population. Most of 
them are scattered 
within
Syria, but 3.9 million 
were living abroad by 
the end of 2014
– nearly all of them in 
Turkey, Lebanon, 
Jordan and Iraq.
Beyond the millions 
who have fled to Syria’s 
immediate neighbors, 
Egypt has received the 
largest number of 
Syrian refugees, 
roughly 138,000 by last 
December. All other 
countries combined 
have received a 
relatively small 
number, some 140,000, 
as shown above. 



http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/09/world/migrants-global-refugee-crisis-mediterranean-ukraine-syria-rohingya-malaysia-iraq.html?_r=0

Syria as Part of a Global Trend
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, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22798391
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Syria: The Lights Go Out in
Allepo: 3/2012-12/2014

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/03/26/world/middleeast/geography-of-chaos-in-yemen-
maps.html
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http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/syria_map_03-31-2015.pdf
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