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Trends in Syrian, Iraqi & Regional Unrest: 9.14

3Source: Katzman, Blanchard, Humud,, Weed,, Margesson,, Tiersky, The “Islamic State” Crisis and U.S. Policy, 
Congressional Research Service, R43612, September 10, 2014, ww.crs.gov



Syria: Pattern in Civilian Casualties

4
Source: Updated Statistical Analysis of Documentation of Killings in the Syrian Arab Republic Commissioned by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, August 
2014, http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SY/HRDAGUpdatedReportAug2014.pdf. 

The report considers documented 
killings …This report finds that when the 
fully identified records from four 
documentation groups plus the Syrian 
Governmen twere combined and 
duplicates identified, these five 
databases identified 191369 unique 
killings.
• Sex of the Victims: Of the 191369 
documented killings in this report, 85.1% 
are male, 9.3% are female, and 5.6% of 
records do not indicate the sex of the 
victim.
• Age of the Victims : Age is unknown for 
83.8% of all records…However, the full 
enumeration does include 2165 records 
of victims 0-9 years old, and 6638 
records of victims 10-18 years old.
• Location of Killing The three 
comprehensive non-governmental 
sources included in this report (the 
Syrian Center for Statistics and 
Research, the Syrian Network for 
Human Rights, and the Violations 
Documentation Centre) all record more 
killings in Rural Damascus than in other 
governorates.
• Combatant and Non-Combatant Status 
: the status of the victims as combatants 
or non-combatants is unknown for all but 
a few records, and consequently, 
combatant status is not assessed in this 
report.

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SY/HRDAGUpdatedReportAug2014.pdf


Syria: Chemical Attacks in 2013

5Source:http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868



Syria: Civil War Map – Early 2014

6Source: VOX, http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-crisis-iraq

http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-crisis-iraq


Syria Civil War Map: August 2014

7Source: Political Geography Now: http://www.polgeonow.com/search/label/syria



Syria Key Rebel Groups Near Aleppo: 9.14

8Source: Crisis Group, Rigged Cars and Barrel Bombs:Aleppo and the State of the Syrian War, 
Middle East Report N°155 | 9 September 2014

The Islamic State (IS, al-Dowla al-Islamiya) –
Jihadi group that emerged in Iraq following 2003
U.S. invasion, currently controls much of western
Iraq and eastern Syria and is viewed as extremist
and hostile by other rebel groups, including
all those below. Its previous names include
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria/the Levant
(ISIS/ISIL), the Islamic State of Iraq, and al-
Qaeda in Iraq; al-Qaeda cut ties with it in February
2014.
Jabhat al-Nusra (the Support Front): – Jihadi
group affiliated with al-Qaeda; its strategic emphasis
on partnership (and avoiding confrontation)
with non-jihadi rebels distinguishes it from
the more extreme IS. Al-Nusra cooperates with
mainstream rebel groups against both the Assad
regime and IS, though rebel concern with
al-Nusra’s territorial and ideological ambitions is
rising.
The Islamic Front (al-Jabha al-Islamiya) – A
national alliance of Syrian Islamist factions, its
components include four of Syria’s most prominent
rebel groups: Jaish al-Islam, Saqour al-
Sham, Liwa al-Towhid and Ahrar al-Sham. Of
those, the latter two play major roles against the
regime and IS in greater Aleppo:
1. Liwa al-Towhid (Unity Brigade): A dominant
force in Aleppo’s northern countryside and a
key player in the city, its political discourse is
salafi in name but flexible in implementation.
2. Ahrar al-Sham (Freemen of Syria): Among
the strongest groups in the country, it is considered
the Islamic Front’s most hardline faction,
though it pursues a pragmatic approach
in the international and domestic political
spheres that distinguishes it sharply from the
more extreme al-Nusra.

Jaish al-Mujahidin (Mujahidin Army) – An alliance
of factions that joined together to expel IS
from Aleppo’s western countryside in January
2014. More pragmatic than ideological, it is a
key force on both anti-regime and anti-IS fronts
in and around Aleppo.
Harakat Nour al-Din al-Zenki (Nour al-Din al-
Zenki Movement) – A founding component of
Jaish al-Mujahidin, it left the alliance in May
2014 and has since benefitted from the support
of the Military Operations Center (MOC), run by
the opposition’s state backers, which has made
it one of Aleppo’s most important factions.
Harakat Hazm (Movement of Determination) –
A non-ideological alliance formed in January
2014 and based primarily in Idlib province, it is
among the MOC’s principal beneficiaries. It expanded
its role in Aleppo in mid-2014.
Faylaq al-Sham (Sham Legion) – A pragmatic
alliance viewed as moderately Islamist, it has
played a supporting role in Aleppo; in August
2014 joined the larger Islamic Front, Jaish al-
Mujahidin, Nour al-Din al-Zenki and Hazm in the
“Nahrawan al-Sham” operations room coordinating
the fight against IS in Aleppo’s northern
countryside.
Syrian Revolutionaries Front (SRF, Jabhat
Thuwar Souriya) – A non-ideological alliance led
by prominent commander Jamal Marouf, it is
strong in his base of Idlib province and has affiliate
factions elsewhere but does not currently
play a major role in Aleppo. It is among the
main beneficiaries of MOC



Iraq: Rise in Civil War Casualties
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The number of civilians killed in July was 1,186 (including 106 civilian police), while the number of civilians injured was 1,511 (including 177 civilian police). A further 551 members of 
the Iraqi Security Forces, including Peshmerga and SWAT, were killed and 467 were injured (not including casualties from Anbar operation)…According to information obtained by
UNAMI from the Health Directorate in Anbar, the total civilian casualties in Anbar up to 31 July inclusive were 198 killed and 611 injured, with 71 killed and 179 injured in Ramadi and 
127 killed and 432 injured in Fallujah.
Source: VOX, http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-crisis-iraq; www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2300:un-casualty-figures-for-july-2014-anbar-province-
excluded&Itemid=633&lang=en 

http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-crisis-iraq


Iraq: 
Sunni 

Protests 
2013

10Source: VOX, http://www.vox.com/a/maps-
explain-crisis-iraq

http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-crisis-iraq


Iraq: Civilian Casualties as of 8/2014
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Baghdad, 1 September 2014 – According to casualty figures released today by UNAMI, a total of at least 1,420 Iraqis were killed 
and another 1,370 were injured in acts of terrorism and violence in August*.

The number of civilians killed was 1,265 (including 77 civilian police), while the number of civilians injured was 1,198 (including 
105 civilian police).  A further 155 members of the Iraqi Security Forces were killed, and 172 were injured (not including 
casualties from Anbar operation).

“In August alone the UN estimates that 600,000 people have been displaced while thousands continue to be targeted and killed 
by ISIL and associated armed groups simply on account of their ethnic or religious background”, said the Special 
Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for Iraq (SRSG), Mr. Nickolay Mladenov.  “The true cost of this human 
tragedy is staggering”, he added.

“Despite the difficult conditions, urgent measures are being taken by the Government of Iraq, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and 
the international community to alleviate the suffering of those fleeing the violence and to secure the return of displaced people 
to their places of origin in safety and dignity”, Mr. Mladenov added.

CAVEATS: Data do not take into account casualties of the current conflict in Anbar, for which we report separately the figures 
received from our sources, but which remain unverified by UNAMI.  In general, UNAMI has been hindered in effectively 
verifying casualties from conflict areas and areas under the control of the Islamic State of Iraq and Levant (ISIL) and associated 
armed groups.  In some cases, UNAMI could only partially verify certain incidents.  In addition to the verified figures provided
below, UNAMI has also received, without being able to verify, reports of hundreds of casualties along with a large number of 
reports of civilians who have died from secondary effects of violence, having fled their homes but who perished from lack of 
access to water, food, medicines and health care in extreme weather conditions.  These cases have not been included in the 
final tally.  For these reasons, the figures reported are the absolute minimum number of casualties for the month of August -
the actual figures could be significantly higher.

Civilian Casualties (killed and injured) per governorate
Anbar excluded, Baghdad was the worst affected Governorate with 857 civilian casualties (246 killed, 611 injured), followed by 
Nineveh (625 killed, 70 injured), Kirkuk (95 killed, 248 injured), Diyala (140 killed, 94 injured), Salahadin (105 killed, 103 injured).

Operations in Anbar
According to information obtained by UNAMI from the Health Directorate in Anbar, the total civilian casualties in Anbar up to
31 August, inclusive, were 268 killed and 796 injured, with 53 killed and 360 injured in Ramadi and 215 killed and 436 injured in 
Fallujah.

Source: UNAMI: https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?pli=1#inbox/148310bf4a3a12f0



Evolution of IS/ISIL and Extremist Groups in Iraq 
and Syria, 2002-2014

12Source: Katzman, Blanchard, Humud,, Weed,, Margesson,, Tiersky, The “Islamic State” Crisis and U.S. Policy, 
Congressional Research Service, R43612, September 10, 2014, ww.crs.gov



Islamic State Map - BBC

13BBC News, August 22, 2014, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28891325



Islamic State Advances: 6.2014

14Source: CBS and Daily News, “With Baghdad “in jeopardy,” U.S. mulls next move.,” June 13, 2014, 
http://www.studentnewsdaily.com/daily-news-article/with-baghdad-in-jeopardy-u-s-mulls-next-move/.  

http://www.studentnewsdaily.com/daily-news-article/with-baghdad-in-jeopardy-u-s-mulls-next-move/


Islamic State Advances: 6.2014
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Source: Wall Street Journal, https://www.google.com/search?q=Maps+of+ISIS,+ISIL+advances&client=firefox-a&hs=qTe&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&channel=sb&tbm=isch&imgil=JJ3AAlaPqbkaqM%253A%253BVQ6NwgEmh2dfjM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.studentnewsdaily.com%25
252Fdaily-news-article%25252Fwith-baghdad-in-jeopardy-u-s-mulls-next-
move%25252F&source=iu&pf=m&fir=JJ3AAlaPqbkaqM%253A%252CVQ6NwgEmh2dfjM%252C_&usg=__SET3bnc3yjcx6_xhYuFcRsBS7KE%3D&biw=1109&bih=8
33&ved=0CDUQyjc&ei=mq0qVJn0Hoz_yQTyjYLQBA#facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=JJ3AAlaPqbkaqM%253A%3BVQ6NwgEmh2dfjM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.
studentnewsdaily.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F06%252Fsyria-iraq-
isis.jpg%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.studentnewsdaily.com%252Fdaily-news-article%252Fwith-baghdad-in-jeopardy-u-s-mulls-next-



Islamic State Advances: 15.6.2014
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Source: Reuters, June 6. 2014, 
https://www.google.com/search?q=
Maps+of+ISIS,+ISIL+advances&clie
nt=firefox-
a&hs=qTe&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&channel=sb&tbm=isch&i
mgil=JJ3AAlaPqbkaqM%253A%253
BVQ6NwgEmh2dfjM%253Bhttp%25
253A%25252F%25252Fwww.stude
ntnewsdaily.com%25252Fdaily-
news-article%25252Fwith-baghdad-
in-jeopardy-u-s-mulls-next-
move%25252F&source=iu&pf=m&fi
r=JJ3AAlaPqbkaqM%253A%252CV
Q6NwgEmh2dfjM%252C_&usg=__
SET3bnc3yjcx6_xhYuFcRsBS7KE
%3D&biw=1109&bih=833&ved=0C
DUQyjc&ei=mq0qVJn0Hoz_yQTyjY
LQBA#facrc=_&imgdii=JJ3AAlaPqb
kaqM%3A%3BBGLbmAVJ-
lEh4M%3BJJ3AAlaPqbkaqM%3A&i
mgrc=JJ3AAlaPqbkaqM%253A%3B
VQ6NwgEmh2dfjM%3Bhttp%253A
%252F%252Fwww.studentnewsdail
y.com%252Fwp-
content%252Fuploads%252F2014
%252F06%252Fsyria-iraq-
isis.jpg%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252
Fwww.studentnewsdaily.com%252F
daily-news-article%252Fwith-
baghdad-in-jeopardy-u-s-mulls-next-
move%252F%3B555%3B413



Islamic State Advances: 17.6.2014
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Source: /search?q=Maps+of+ISIS,+ISIL+advances&client=firefox-a&hs=qTe&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&channel=sb&tbm=isch&imgil=JJ3AAlaPqbkaqM%253A%253BVQ6NwgEmh2dfjM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.studentnewsdaily.com%25252F
daily-news-article%25252Fwith-baghdad-in-jeopardy-u-s-mulls-next-
move%25252F&source=iu&pf=m&fir=JJ3AAlaPqbkaqM%253A%252CVQ6NwgEmh2dfjM%252C_&usg=__SET3bnc3yjcx6_xhYuFcRsBS7KE%3D&biw=1109&bih=833&v
ed=0CDUQyjc&ei=mq0qVJn0Hoz_yQTyjYLQBA#facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=6qDewDaIEgER6M%253A%3B59dd_Jy9jn2p6M%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fs.telegraph.co.u
k%252Fgraphics%252FLightbox%252Fpublished%252F246%252Fimages%252FTHUMB.jpg%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%252Fnews%252Fworldn
ews%252Fmiddleeast%252Firaq%252F10904851%252FIraq-crisis-Obama-moves-US-forces-to-Iraq-live.html%3B940%3B650



Islamic State Map - CNN

18CNN, Maps: Crisis in Iraq, updated 4:30 PM EST, Fri Aug 8, 2014, http://www.cnn.com/interactive/2014/06/world/maps-iraq-
unrest/.



Islamic 
State 

Advances: 
8.2014
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Institute for the Study of 
War, Vox,
http://www.vox.com/a/maps
-explain-crisis-iraq

http://iswiraq.blogspot.com/2014/08/control-of-terrain-in-iraq-august-4-2014.html


The Rise of the Islamic State

20Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 



Claims to a Caliphate

21Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 

The areas where IS is operating largely match areas where its predecessor, al-Qaeda in Iraq 
(AQI), was active during the peak of the sectarian insurgency in 2006.

AQI was eventually suppressed through a combination of a surge in US troop numbers and 
Sunni tribesmen taking up arms to drive it out. 



Structure of the Islamic State

22Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 



Al Nusra & Islamic State Operations: 10.10.14

Carla E. Humud, “Al Qaeda-Affiliated Groups: Middle East and Africa,” CRS, R43756, October 10, 2014, p.13 



Al Qa’ida in Horn and Yemen: 10.10.14

Carla E. Humud, “Al Qaeda-Affiliated Groups: Middle East and Africa,” CRS, R43756, October 10, 2014, p.15 



Al Qa’ida in North and West Africa: 10.10.14

Carla E. Humud, “Al Qaeda-Affiliated Groups: Middle East and Africa,” CRS, R43756, October 10, 2014, p.23 



Washington Post, 4.2.15, http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2015/02/03/the-islamic-state-was-dumped-by-al-
qaeda-a-year-ago-look-where-it-is-now/



After the Air Campaign Begins 8.8.14
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Islamic State Massacres: 9.5.14
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Source: Washington Post, http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2014/09/05/map-islamic-states-brutal-massacres-in-
syria-and-iraq/. 



US Drone Strikes: 2008-2012
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Source: https://www.google.com/search?q=Air+strikes+Iraq,+graph&client=firefox-a&hs=GE&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&channel=sb&tbm=isch&imgil=7zDMTX3PNgppuM%253A%253BIi1-
eBWontHWLM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.mirror.co.uk%25252Fnews%25252Fworld-news%25252Fsee-warplanes-launch-air-raid-
4027719&source=iu&pf=m&fir=7zDMTX3PNgppuM%253A%252CIi1-
eBWontHWLM%252C_&usg=__F0yKnBXjVdoW5kdgA6sSH3NQxw0%3D&biw=1507&bih=793&ved=0CF4Qyjc&ei=LdAzVNzaB8GgyQSYoYLYDQ#facrc=_&imgdii=_&i
mgrc=iz64OW9sxQKYaM%253A%3BWeXNKuAdhQPw0M%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.thebureauinvestigates.com%252Fwp-
content%252Fuploads%252F2012%252F11%252FIraq-chart1-
562x395.jpg%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.thebureauinvestigates.com%252F2012%252F12%252F04%252Frevealed-us-and-britain-launched-1200-drone-strikes-
in-recent-wars%252F%3B562%3B395



Sinjar Mountain Crisis: 8.8. 14

30

Source: https://www.google.com/search?q=Air+strikes+Iraq,+graph&client=firefox-a&hs=GE&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&channel=sb&tbm=isch&imgil=7zDMTX3PNgppuM%253A%253BIi1-
eBWontHWLM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.mirror.co.uk%25252Fnews%25252Fworld-news%25252Fsee-warplanes-launch-air-raid-
4027719&source=iu&pf=m&fir=7zDMTX3PNgppuM%253A%252CIi1-
eBWontHWLM%252C_&usg=__F0yKnBXjVdoW5kdgA6sSH3NQxw0%3D&biw=1507&bih=793&ved=0CF4Qyjc&ei=LdAzVNzaB8GgyQSYoYLYDQ#facrc=_&imgdii=7zD
MTX3PNgppuM%3A%3B7hu3YHaVZclLJM%3B7zDMTX3PNgppuM%3A&imgrc=7zDMTX3PNgppuM%253A%3BIi1-
eBWontHWLM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fi4.mirror.co.uk%252Fincoming%252Farticle4026236.ece%252Falternates%252Fs615b%252FIraq-air-strikes-
map.jpg%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.mirror.co.uk%252Fnews%252Fworld-news%252Fsee-warplanes-launch-air-raid-4027719%3B615%3B622



Air Strikes 
in Syria and 
Iraq: 8.8.14-

7.9.14
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SourceTimeline of the U.S. Intervention Against the Islamic State (ISIS 
...www.historyguy.com624 × 610Search by image

http://www.historyguy.com/timeline_iraq_war_intervention_2014.htm
https://www.google.com/search?q=Islamic+State+War+maps&client=firefox-a&hs=jcS&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&channel=sb&biw=1507&bih=793&tbm=isch&tbs=simg:CAQSWQk2wxkSJWp9yxpFCxCwjKcIGjwKOggCEhTPDNAX7wu2FsgNzgzwFbsM7guWCRogXqXtfIQFGevrAFk4Tlj-Tq3Ezw6uUOGr2yNPrIJ4uoYMIZHQzYiFDkH2
https://www.google.com/search?tbs=sbi:AMhZZit9kO3Cm0u4TVTRHfqd7nrOviPVAtV3vGqPQJPAmBNbZlO1c7cg8KRh7qC9zRN7IIA8SVeo4UU0H9nfqHYJOoHqXviRga0UD4TTIh05pid1FPSBTZ-oUJj49Dc57fq_1SlP7fRE1TPSw0hP-44_1acHFLdQibRrWWgLmcAYN7s4mvBeR00oXGNYQiZamVDxOkU0012ZESyPXV3EtIf445hy6muh6JJWnGa0O575f98r-0CoWKVH_1DhwdWH7UD8THKNKCyeaPZe8NplIHQqw8FjiOS1wNu1A&ei=fQNBVMf3O_aAsQSQ04IY


Air Strikes Per Day 8.8.14 to 29.9.14

32
Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 

The raids carried out by US, Saudi and UAE aircraft killed 14 of the group's fighters and five civilians in eastern Syria, activists said.

In total the US has carried out more than 200 attacks on IS targets in Iraq since 8 August. French jets joined the Iraq mission on 19 
September, launching their first strikes in the north east of the country.



Casualties in Syria: 7.2011-7.2014

33Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868



Washington Post, 4.2.15, http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2015/02/03/the-islamic-state-was-dumped-by-al-
qaeda-a-year-ago-look-where-it-is-now/



Don’t Nickel and Dime: Size the US Presence to the 
Need if the Iraqi Government Reforms

35

Source: Molly O’Toole, Obama, Iraq and the Coming War Powers Fight With Congress, Defense 
One, August 24, 2014, http://www.defenseone.com/politics/2014/08/obama-facing-war-powers-
choice-over-iraq/92264/?oref=defenseone_today_nl



Bases for Strikes in Syria and Iraq

36
Source: Washington Post, September 24, 2014, http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-airstrikes-
on-the-islamic-state-and-the-khorasan-group-in-syria-map/2014/09/23/820774a2-4336-11e4-9a15-
137aa0153527_graphic.html. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-airstrikes-on-the-islamic-state-and-the-khorasan-group-in-syria-map/2014/09/23/820774a2-4336-11e4-9a15-137aa0153527_graphic.html


Washington Post, 4.2.15, http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2015/02/03/the-islamic-state-was-dumped-by-al-
qaeda-a-year-ago-look-where-it-is-now/



Iraq: US Air Strikes to 9.10. 2014

38
Source: The Institute for the Study of War, the Long War Journal, news reports. The Washington Post. Published on September 11, 
2014, 10:21 p.m, http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-airstrikes-in-iraq-targeting-islamic-
state/2014/09/11/6498a5d2-3a1a-11e4-9c9f-ebb47272e40e_graphic.html. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-airstrikes-in-iraq-targeting-islamic-state/2014/09/11/6498a5d2-3a1a-11e4-9c9f-ebb47272e40e_graphic.html


Iraq: US Air Strikes by Region to 9.10. 2014

39
Source: The Guardian, http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2014/aug/27/us-military-isis-air-strikes-in-iraq-day-by-day-breakdown
. 

http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2014/aug/27/us-military-isis-air-strikes-in-iraq-day-by-day-breakdown


Area of IS Influence: 9.10. 2014

40
Source: The Guardian, http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2014/aug/27/us-military-isis-air-strikes-in-iraq-day-by-day-breakdown
. 

http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2014/aug/27/us-military-isis-air-strikes-in-iraq-day-by-day-breakdown


Control of 
Terrain in 

Syria 
9.11.14

41Source: Institute for the Study of War, http://iswsyria.blogspot.com/2014/09/control-of-terrain-in-syria-september.html. 

http://iswsyria.blogspot.com/2014/09/control-of-terrain-in-syria-september.html


Origin of Islamic State Foreign Volunteers 18.9.14

42Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 



Number of Islamic State Foreign Volunteers 18.9.14

43

The US Central Intelligence Agency believes IS may have up to 31,000 fighters in Iraq and 
Syria - three times as many as previously thought. Among them are foreign recruits - the 
number of whom has surged since IS declared itself a caliphate in the summer. Figures 
from the London-based International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation and Political 
Violence (ICSR) and the New York-based Soufan Group show an estimated 12,000 fighters 
from almost 80 countries have travelled to Syria and Iraq to fight with extremist groups.

Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-29052475
http://icsr.info/
http://www.bbc.com/news/soufangroup.com


Strikes in Syria 22-23.9.14

44
Source: Washington Post, September 24, 2014, http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-airstrikes-
on-the-islamic-state-and-the-khorasan-group-in-syria-map/2014/09/23/820774a2-4336-11e4-9a15-
137aa0153527_graphic.html. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-airstrikes-on-the-islamic-state-and-the-khorasan-group-in-syria-map/2014/09/23/820774a2-4336-11e4-9a15-137aa0153527_graphic.html


Cruise Missile  Strikes on Khorasan
Terrorist  Group in Syria 9.22-23.14

45

Source Nikc O Malley, “Islamic State strikes: Khorasan network targeted by cruise missiles amid terror threat, ,” Sydney 
Morning Herald, September 24, 2014, http://www.smh.com.au/world/islamic-state-strikes-khorasan-network-targeted-by-
cruise-missiles-amid-terror-threat-20140924-10l520.html;  Dam Lamothe, “Tomahawk missiles the latest U.S. weapon used 
against Islamic State,” Washington Post, September 23, 2014, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/09/23/tomahawk-missiles-the-latest-u-s-weapon-used-against-
islamic-state/;

Google,  https://www.google.com/search?q=Cruise+missile+strike+in+syria&client=firefox-a&hs=oxC&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&channel=sb&tbm=isch&imgil=TQy5DMUoZRpVMM%253A%253BFvfVtf23PI8DeM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252
F%25252Fwww.news4jax.com%25252Fnews%25252Fus-world-news%25252Fal-qaedas-new-syrian-franchise-has-its-eye-
on-the-west%25252F28194816&source=iu&pf=m&fir=TQy5DMUoZRpVMM%253A%252CFvfVtf23PI8DeM%

US launched a total of 
47 missiles on the 
Khorasan terrorist 
group, from two 
destroyers, the USS 
Philippine Sea, a 
guided missile cruiser, 
and the USS Arleigh 
Burke, a destroyer. 

The first ship was in the 
Arabian Gulf; the 
second in the Red Sea. 

Part of 14 military 
strikes on Islamic State 
targets in Syria

US fighter jets, 
bombers and drones 
also dropped ordnance 
in Syria on militants, 
their training 
compounds, 
headquarters, storage 
facilities, supply trucks, 
armed vehicles and a 
finance center

http://www.smh.com.au/world/islamic-state-strikes-khorasan-network-targeted-by-cruise-missiles-amid-terror-threat-20140924-10l520.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/09/23/tomahawk-missiles-the-latest-u-s-weapon-used-against-islamic-state/


Strikes in Syria 25.9.14

46
Source: Washington Post, September 25, 2014, http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/map-second-
wave-of-us-airstrikes-in-syria/2014/09/24/4e140f42-444f-11e4-9a15-137aa0153527_graphic.html . 

The Islamic State is estimated to 
produce between 25,000 and 40,000 
barrels of oil a day, earning as much 
as $1 million a day, according to 
industry experts. 
The attacks on the refineries came 
on a day when U.S. military forces 
reported hitting an Islamic State 
convoy in Syria near the Iraqi border 
and Syrian opposition groups 
reported heavy bombardment in 
areas near Turkey. American planes 
also carried out five airstrikes in Iraq, 
U.S. officials said. 
Eight Islamic State vehicles were hit 
in an airstrike northwest of the 
border town of al-Qaim, U.S. Central 
Command said. Syrian opposition 
activists said the coalition strikes 
occurred near Boukamal, where the 
Islamic State drove out other rebels 
in July after seizing the al-Qaim
border crossing. Islamic State bases 
and checkpoints were also targeted 
later in the day, the Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights said. 
The organization also said several 
aerial attacks were carried out near 
Kobane, a town on the border with 
Turkey that has been the site of 
intense battles in recent weeks 
between Islamic State fighters and 
militias from Syria’s Kurdish region. 
It was unclear who carried out those 
reported airstrikes. U.S. military 
officials did not report launching 
attacks in the area near the Turkish 
border.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/map-second-wave-of-us-airstrikes-in-syria/2014/09/24/4e140f42-444f-11e4-9a15-137aa0153527_graphic.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/islamic-state-fighters-are-drawing-on-oil-assets-for-funding-and-fuel/2014/09/15/a2927d02-39bd-11e4-8601-97ba88884ffd_story.html
http://www.centcom.mil/en/news/articles/sept.-24-u.s.-military-conducts-airstrikes-against-isil-in-iraq-and-syria
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/turkey-locks-down-border-after-refugee-surge-from-syria-fleeing-islamic-state/2014/09/22/b087222a-4244-11e4-b47c-f5889e061e5f_story.html


Islamic State Fighters Drawing on Oil Assets

47
Source: Steven Mufson, The Washington Post. September 15, 2014, http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/islamic-state-
fighters-are-drawing-on-oil-assets-for-funding-and-fuel/2014/09/15/a2927d02-39bd-11e4-8601-97ba88884ffd_story.html. 

Poor quality of crude oil in northern 
Iraqi fields and the steep cost of 
smuggling probably limited earnings to 
$1 million a day over the summer.

Recent counteroffensives, 
international sanctions and 
crackdowns on smuggling might have 
reduced that figure to as little as 
$250,000 a day.

Producing between 25,000 and 
40,000 barrels a day from Syria and 
Iraq, Most being smuggled through 
Islamic State-controlled territory in 
Syria or through Kurdish territory to 
Turkey on trucks that carry nearly 
2,000 barrels each.

Kurdish oil that is trucked to Turkish 
ports usually sells for about $50 to 
$55 a barrel, the Islamic State is 
probably charging smugglers no more 
than $40 a barrel,

.The refining infrastructure is 
particularly important because of the 
poor quality of the crude oil produced 
in northern Iraq. The Islamic State 
seized five oil fields in mid-August and 
two from the Kurdistan Regional 
Government in late August, according 
to the International Energy Agency. 
Altogether they had a production 
capacity of about 80,000 barrels a 
day. 

Kurdish troops recaptured the Ain
Zalah and Butmah fields in 
northwestern Nineveh province. The 
Islamic State set fire to oil at Ain Zalah
as it retreated from Kurdish pesh
merga forces. Two other fields under 
the control of the Islamic State, 
Qaiyara and Najmah, are so small and 
the crude of such poor quality that 
international companies did not bid to 



Syrian Oil Refineries Under Attack as of 24.9.14
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The air strikes hit "small-scale" refineries in remote areas in the vicinity of Syrian cities such as Mayadin and Hassakeh, according to a 
US Central Command statement. 
These refineries are believed to be producing "between 300-500 barrels of refined petrolium per day", generating as much as $2 million 
(£1.2m) per day for the militants, a key source of revenue for IS.
Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 

http://www.centcom.mil/en/news/articles/u.s.-military-partner-nations-conduct-airstrikes-against-isil-in-syriahttp://
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-29362252


Mosul Dam Target Area

49

The Mosul Dam - a key strategic site seized by IS fighters but subsequently re-taken by Kurdish and Iraqi forces, supported by 
American air attacks. IS fighters have targeted a number of Iraqi dams during their advance, capturing the facility at Falluja in April. 
They went on to take Mosul in August, before US air strikes helped force them out later that month.
Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 



Air 
Strikes: 
28.9.14
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Source: ABC News Australia, 
28.9.2014, 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/201
4-09-29/map-of-air-strikes-in-
iraq-and-syria/5776008 .



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq 8.8.14 to 29.9.14
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Source: BBC,” Islamic State crisis: Iraq air strikes 'halt IS advance'
,” 29 September 2014 Last updated at 10:50 ET; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29408101 . 

The US with 
Bahrain, Jordan, 
Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the 
United Arab 
Emirates 
launched 14 
strikes against IS 
in Syria, hitting a 
number of targets, 
including Raqqa, 
a stronghold in 
eastern Syria 
captured by the 
group in 2013.

Separately, US 
forces also 
carried out eight 
strikes against a 
network of al-
Qaeda veterans 
named Khorasan
who had 
established a safe 
haven west of 
Aleppo and were 
plotting imminent 
attacks against 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29408101


Iraq: US Air Strikes by Target to 9.29. 2014

52Source: USCENTCOM, The Washington Post, September 30, 2014.



Status of the War: 29.9.14

53
Source: “Graphic: Map of airstrikes on ISIL in Syria, Iraq,” The National, September 29, 2014, 
http://www.thenational.ae/world/graphic-map-of-airstrikes-on-isil-in-syria-iraq.



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq 8.8.14 to 1.10.14
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Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034,” 3 October, 2014; 

In total the US has carried out more than 200 attacks on IS targets in Iraq 
since 8 August. French jets joined the Iraq mission on 19 September, 
launching their first strikes in the north east of the country



Airstrikes 1-2.10.14

55Source: Washington Post, October 3, 2014, http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/page/world/allied-airstrikes-october-1-
2/1355/ . 

http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/page/world/allied-airstrikes-october-1-2/1355/


Rebel Activity Areas 1.10.14
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Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034,” 3 October, 2014; 



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq 8.8.14 to 3.10.14

57
Source: BBC,” Islamic State steps up attack on Syrian town of Kobane,” 3 October, 2014; 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29474879. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29474879


Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq 8.8.14 to 6.10.14
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Source: BBC, 7 October, 2014; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034


Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: 8.10.14
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Source: 
http://www.bbc.com/ne
ws/world-middle-east-
29532291



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: 8.8.14-8.10.14

60Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: 9.10.14

61Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Flow of Foreign Fighters to Syria: 12.10.14
An estimated 15,000 
militants from at 
least 80 nations are 
believed to have 
entered Syria to help 
overthrow the regime 
of President Bashar 
al-Assad according 
the CIA and studies 
by ISCR and The 
Soufan Group. Many 
of these fighters are 
believed to have 
joined units that are 
now part of the 
Islamic State. 
Western officials are 
concerned about 
what these 
individuals may do 
upon returning to 
their native 
countries.
Washington Post, 
October 12, 2011, 
http://www.washingt
onpost.com/world/fo
reign-fighters-flow-
to-
syria/2014/10/11/3d
2549fa-5195-11e4-
8c24-
487e92bc997b_gra
phic.html



Water Wars in Iraq: Key Dams

63Source: Washington Post, http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/page/world/water-wars-in-iraq/1360/. 
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http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/page/world/water-wars-in-iraq/1360/


Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: 8.8.14-8.13.14

64Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: 8.10.14
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Source: “U.S.-led airstrikes against the Islamic State, Aug. 8 to Oct. 8,” Wasington Post, October 9, 2014, 
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/page/world/us-led-airstrikes-against-the-islamic-state-aug-8-to-oct-8/1369/. 

http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/page/world/us-led-airstrikes-against-the-islamic-state-aug-8-to-oct-8/1369/


Situation in 
Iraq 

30.9.14-
1.10.14

66Source: Institute for the Study of War, http://iswiraq.blogspot.com/2014/10/control-of-terrain-in-iraq-october-2.html. 

http://iswiraq.blogspot.com/2014/10/control-of-terrain-in-iraq-october-2.html


Control of 
Terrain in 

Iraq 2.10.14

67Source: Institute for the Study of War, http://iswiraq.blogspot.com/2014/10/control-of-terrain-in-iraq-october-2.html. 

http://iswiraq.blogspot.com/2014/10/control-of-terrain-in-iraq-october-2.html


68Source: Institute for the Study of War, http://iswsyria.blogspot.com/2014/10/syria-update-september-24-october-2-2014.html



CRS Map of Kurds
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Source: Jim Zanotti, Specialist in Middle Eastern Affairs (jzanotti@crs.loc.gov, 7-1441), Kenneth Katzman, Specialist in Middle Eastern 
Affairs (kkatzman@crs.loc.gov, 7-7612), “The Kurds and Possible Iraqi Kurdish Independence,” CRS Insights
July 15, 2014 (IN10105)



Attack on Syrian Kurds in Kobane

70Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 



Satellite 
Image of 
Kobane
8.10.14
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Source: 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
middle-east-29532291



Targets by Category: 8.8.14-8.10.14

72Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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Combined Forces Air Component Commander Airpower 
Statistics As of 31 August 2014
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Combined Forces Air Component Commander Airpower 
Statistics As of 30 September 2014



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: 13.10.14

75Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Strikes in Anbar: 13-14.10.14

76Source: http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/page/world/islamic-state-advances/1376/



Key Battles in Syria and Iraq:  to 14.10.14

77
Source: Adapted from: Google, 
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msid=206503076099972915830.0004fb81021906110e889&msa=0&ll=
34.912962,41.143799&spn=5.395093,11.45874&dg=feature 

Iraqi and Syrian Towns and 
Cities seized by the Islamic 
State and its allies
By The Long War Journal

Red = Islamic State (formerly 
ISIS) and allied groups, control 
or heavily contested
Yellow = Recent clashes
Blue = Status uncertain
Green = Kurdish Forces



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: 8.8.14-15.10.14

78Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 15.10.14

79Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: 8.8.14-4.11.14

80Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 4.11.14

81Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Conflict in Syria : 8.11.14

82Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: 8.8.14-7.11.14

83Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 7.11.14

84Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Iraqi Force Retake Bajii Refinery: 14.11.14

85Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 28.11.14

86Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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Combined Forces Air Component Commander Airpower 
Statistics As of 30 November 2014



88Source: Institute for the Study of War, http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20SITREP%20MAP%202014-12-
02_0.pdf

Rebels Formalize New Command 
Structure: The formation of a new joint 
military command for the Syrian 
opposition has somewhat oset the 
setback suered by moderate rebels due 
to JN’s
continued consolidation of direct control 
in northwestern Syria. 72 rebel groups 
including prominent members of the 
Islamic Front, the Free Syrian Army, and 
several groups believed to receive 
western
backing in the form of U.S. TOW missiles 
formally established the Syrian 
Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) 
on November 29. The new body is 
independent from the defunct Free 
Syrian ArmySupreme Military Command, 
and may prove eective in reconsolidating 
rebel forces, albeit with an increased role 
of Islamist groups such as Jaysh al-Islam 
that have a history of hardline positions .
Statements by the council’s founding 
leaders after the initiative was rst
declared in August indicated that the 
RCC did not constitute an attempt to 
sideline JN or counter its role within the 
opposition.
It therefore remains unclear whether this 
rebel consolidation will impact JN’s 
inuence within the Syrian opposition.
ISIS Reinvigorates Ayn al-Arab 
Oensive: ISIS launched two signicant
attacks against YPG forces in Ayn al-
Arab/Kobani. Although neither attack 
made concrete gains, the deployment of 
valuable resources such as multiple 
SVBIEDs and Chechen ghters believed 
to comprise an elite ISIS unit indicates 
that ISIS may still view Ayn al-Arab as a 
primary line of eort despite recent tactical 
setbacks and
the ongoing coalition air campaign.
Iranian Support Allows Regime to 
Advance in Dera’a: The visible role 
adopted by IRGC, Lebanese Hezbollah, 
and Iraqi Shi’a militia ghters in the 
regime’s oensive against Sheikh Miskin
in Dera’a province signals a deepening 
reliance by the regime on Iranian support 
to its military campaign. Reported

tensions in Qalamoun between Hezbollah and regime NDF militias indicate that there may be a limit to Hezbollah’s willingness to deepen 
its involvement in the regime’s campaign, and it is possible that IRGC or Iranian-backed Iraqi Shi’a militias would be leveraged to ll
manpower requirementsHezbollah is unable or unwilling to ll. A statement by a U.S. defense ocial on December 2 shed light on Iran’s 
deepening regional involvement, conrming that Iran is conducting airstrikes against ISIS in Iraq within the same airspace used by the 
U.S.-led anti-ISIS coalition. It is possible this cooperation could extend to Syria, where coalition airstrikes against ISIS in Raqqa have 
occurred in closeproximity to strikes ostensibly conducted by the regime on the same day on at least two occasions. Iranian support to 
the regime’s air campaign would likely greatly assist in osetting the regime’sconsiderable manpower shortages, especially in eastern and 
southern Syria.



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 3.12.14

89Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 8.12.14

90Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

The US-led coalition has launched more than 600 air strikes 
against Islamic State (IS) militant targets in Iraq since the 
campaign began on 8 August.
The US, with Bahrain, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, has also carried out almost 500 attacks on IS in 
neighbouring Syria since 23 September. 
As part of the coalition campaign, US forces have also targeted an 
alleged network of al-Qaeda veterans named Khorasan, based 
west of Aleppo, who were reportedly plotting imminent attacks 
against the West. 
The UK launched its first air strikes against IS targets in Iraq on 30 
September - four days after Parliament approved military action. 



91Source: Institute for the Study of War, http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/2014-12-16-17%20Situation%20Report.pdf.



92Source: Institute for the Study of War, http://iswsyria.blogspot.com/2014/12/syria-situation-report-december-16-23.html



The US-led coalition has launched about 800 air strikes against Islamic State (IS) militant targets in Iraq since the campaign began on 
8 August.

The US, with Bahrain, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, has also carried out more than 550 attacks on IS in 
neighbouring Syria since 23 September.

As part of the coalition campaign, US forces have also targeted an alleged network of al-Qaeda veterans named Khorasan, based 
west of Aleppo, who were reportedly plotting imminent attacks against the West.

The UK launched its first air strikes against IS targets in Iraq on 30 September - four days after Parliament approved military action. 

Source; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 22.12.14



Source; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 22.12.14
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http://iswsyria.bl
ogspot.com/201
4/12/syria-
situation-report-
december-23-
30_30.html
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Combined Forces Air Component Commander Airpower 
Statistics As of 31 December 2014



Source: 
http://www.nytimes.com/intera
ctive/2015/03/12/world/middle
east/syria-civil-war-after-four-
years-map.html868



Washington Post, 4.2.15, http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2015/02/03/the-islamic-state-was-dumped-by-al-
qaeda-a-year-ago-look-where-it-is-now/

Flow of Foreign Fighters to Syria: 4.2.15
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swsyria.blogspot
.com/2015/01/sy
ria-update-
december-30-
2014-january-
6.html



Source http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868

Estimate of Casualties in Syria: As of 1.1.15



Source; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 5.1.15



Source; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 4.1.15

The US-led coalition has 
launched almost 900 air strikes 
against Islamic State (IS) 
militant targets in Iraq since the 
campaign began on 8 August.

The US, with Bahrain, Jordan, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates, has also 
carried out more than 660 
attacks on IS in neighbouring
Syria since 23 September.

As part of the coalition 
campaign, US forces have also 
targeted an alleged network of 
al-Qaeda veterans named 
Khorasan, based west of 
Aleppo, who were reportedly 
plotting imminent attacks 
against the West.

The UK launched its first air 
strikes against IS targets in Iraq 
on 30 September - four days 
after Parliament approved 
military action. 
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http://iswsyria.bl
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Source; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 14.1.15



Source; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 14.1.15
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http://iswsyria.bl
ogspot.com/201
5/01/syria-
update-january-
6-12-2015.html



Source; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 27.1.15



Source; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 27.1.15



Source; ISW, 
http://iswiraq.blogs
pot.com/2015/03/ir
aq-situation

Iraq: As of 
14-16.
2.15 II
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Washington Post, February 6, 2015, U.S. Source: Department of State. Published Feb. 5, 2015. Graphic by 
Vesko Cholakov/The Washington Post, February 5, 2015, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/muslim-outrage-grows-against-islamic-stateas-leaders-
denounce-evil-violation-of-faith/2015/02/04/2ebd195e-ac64-11e4-ad71-7b9eba0f87d6_story.html

The Coalition against the Islamic 
State: February 2015



Washington Post, February 6, 2015, U.S. Source: Department of State. Published Feb. 5, 2015. Graphic by 
Vesko Cholakov/The Washington Post, February 5, 2015, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/muslim-outrage-grows-against-islamic-stateas-leaders-
denounce-evil-violation-of-faith/2015/02/04/2ebd195e-ac64-11e4-ad71-7b9eba0f87d6_story.html

Coalition Air Strikes as of February 5, 
2015 



Source; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 1.3.15
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Combined Forces Air Component Commander Airpower 
Statistics As of 31 January 2015



Source; ISW, 
http://iswsyria.blog
spot.com/.

Syria: 
As of 
27.1.1

5-
2.2.15 

I



Source; ISW, http://iswsyria.blogspot.com/.

Syria: As of 27.1.15-
2.2. 15 II



Source; ISW, 
http://iswsyria.blog
spot.com/.

Syria: 
As of 
10.2.1

5-
17.2.1

5 I
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ISIS SANCTUARY UPDATE
March 4, 2015

ISIS core control zones inside Iraq and Syria have not shifted significantly since anti-ISIS operations began in June 2014, though anti-
ISIS forces have cleared ISIS from several of its major frontier positions in Iraq and Syria. The most significant counter-attacks launched 
against ISIS were the November 2014 operation to clear ISIS from Baiji and the ongoing March 2015 offensive to clear ISIS from Tikrit
(see area on map northwest of Baghdad). The Tikrit operation has the potential
to provide the Iraqi Security Forces access to northern Iraq, in support of a future offensive on ISIS’s core terrain. The operation does 
not, however, meaningfully change ISIS’s battle plan to sustain urban control throughout Iraq and Syria. March 4, 2015

ISIS lost several frontier positions in late 2014. In eastern Iraq, ISIS lost control of several cities including Jalula, Sadia, Udhaim, and 
Suleiman Beg, compromising ISIS’s access to the Hamrin ridge support system. In response ISIS shifted its Hamrin forces to the desert 
area east of the Tigris. ISIS also lost historic support positions in the Baghdad Belts, specifically in northern Baghdad and southwest of 
the capital in Jurf al-Sakhar. ISIS still maintains a desert support zone north of
Fallujah that provides access to northern Baghdad. ISIS also lost control of Sinjar city and several towns northeast of Tel Afar along its 
northern frontier in Iraq. These losses, while substantial, have not compromised ISIS’s urban priorities of Mosul and Raqqa. 

Two notable losses did complicate ISIS’s defenses in the environs Mosul and Raqqa. ISIS lost the battle for Kobane, northwest of 
Raqqa, in December 2014, and the Syrian Kurdish YPG subsequently pushed ISIS presence back to the perimeter of Raqqa district, re-
capturing two strategic bridges along the upper Euphrates (see area on map northwest of Raqqa). In response ISIS consolidated its 
defenses between Raqqa city and these new Kurdish positions. In Iraq, Kurdish Peshmerga attacks at Gwer and anti-ISIS Sunni tribal 
activity near Qayarra and Sharqat in early 2015 perforated a critical ISIS stronghold in southern Ninewa. Losses in this area 
compromise ISIS’s ability to defend Mosul from the south. ISIS reacted to the Peshmerga and Sunni tribal attacks by declaring new 
governorates in the Jazeera and the Zaab in February 2015, suggesting a greater defensive mobilization around Mosul.

ISIS is expanding visibly on two fronts: in Hasaka province in northeastern Syria (see area on map northeast of Raqqa) and in the 
Damascus, Qalamoun, and Bekaa valley region in southwestern Syria (see area on map north of Damascus). ISIS lost territory to YPG 
forces near Tel Hamis and Hasaka city in February 2014, and subsequently increased attacks against the YPG along the road between 
Tel Tamr and Ras al-Ayn. Beginning in December 2014, ISIS also increased its activity along the Syrian-Lebanese border, establishing 
a Shari’a court east of Arsal and clashing with the Lebanese Armed Forces in the vicinity of Ras Baalbek. This activity sparked rumors 
that ISIS intends to establish a “wilayat” within Lebanon in the near term. In addition, past ISIS-linked attacks in Beirut and Tripoli 
indicate that ISIS may project force into these areas in the future. ISIS also intensified its activities in the environs of Damascus city in 
early 2015, reasserting its latent historical presence in the southern suburb of Hajar al-Aswad and seizing several positions from 
opposition forces in the sparselypopulated areas southeast of the capital.

ISIS currently enjoys popular support in some areas of Jordan, Gaza and the West Bank, as demonstrated pro-ISIS demonstrations 
and arrests of ISIS supporters in the past several months. However, these pockets do not provide a high level of material support to 
ISIS, and thus are not marked as support zones. ISIS attacked Iraq-Jordan and Iraq-Saudi Arabia border crossings several times in 
January and February 2015, however, a reminder that ISIS is engaging neighboring states with more than violent rhetoric. ISIS’s current 
mission, as articulated in the October 2014 issue of its English-language Dabiq magazine, is to both “Remain and Expand.” ISIS will 
persist in its expansion attempts even as its strategic defenses are tested in Iraq and Syria. ISW will continue to update this ISIS 
sanctuary map to account for ISIS’s losses and gains.
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Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 1.3.15
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Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 1.3.15
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Combat in Tikrit: 2.3.15



Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868

Air Strikes in Syria and Iraq: As of 10.3.15
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Control of 
Areas in Syria: 
As of 13.3.15
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Government Control of Areas in Syria: As of 13.3.15
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civil-war-after-four-years-map.html868

Islamic State Control of Areas in Syria: As of 13.3.15
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Syria: Topography & District Structure
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Source: http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Freliefweb.int%2Fmap%2Fsyrian-arab-
republic%2F6-jan-2014-syria-crisis-internal-displacement-and-syrian-
refugees&h=0&w=0&tbnid=EUclISM_dUVjHM&zoom=1&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&docid=c1SDi7KbupD51M&tbm=isch&cli
ent=firefox-a&ei=-Hf7U9npJ8amyASGo4LwCA&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA

Source: UN OHCR, 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMI_OHCHR_POC_Report_FINAL_6July_10September2014.pdf. 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMI_OHCHR_POC_Report_FINAL_6July_10September2014.pdf


Syria: Casualties & IDPs to 1.9.14
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Overall, at least 24,015 civilians have been killed or injured in Iraq during the first eight months of 2014. Of these, at least 8,493 
civilians were killed and 15,782 were wounded. From the spread of the conflict from Anbar to other areas of Iraq, 
UNAMI/OHCHR recorded at least 11,159 civilian casualties between 1 June and 31 August. This number includes at least 
4,692 civilians killed, and 6,467 wounded. The actual numbers could be much higher. Additionally, the number of civilians who
have died from the secondary effects of violence, such as lack of access to basic food, water or medicine, after fleeing their 
homes or who remained trapped in areas under ISIL control or in areas of conflict are unknown. Children, pregnant women, 
persons with disabilities, and elderly people have been particularly vulnerable. 
. 
As of 30 August 2014, almost 1.8 million persons have been displaced within Iraq – 50 per cent (862,458) are in KR-I; 343,284 
in Anbar; and 503,436 in other areas of Iraq. The Kurdistan Region Government (KRG) has established a number of camps 
within the region housing at least 26,000 people, while the remainder are housed within the communities where they have 
sought refuge, many in unfinished buildings, schools, mosques, churches, and other premises. 

With the initial takeover of Mosul by ISIL on 10 June, some 500,000 people fled the city. On 22 July, the Chaldean Patriarch 
informed UNAMI that about 20,000 Christians had left Mosul and were sheltering with relatives and community members in 
different locations in the Ninewa Plains and KR-I…Beginning on 2 August, entire villages of ethnic and religious minorities 
began to flee from areas in Sinjar District, as well as Zummar and Rabeea’a sub-districts, in Tal Afar in Ninewa Governorate as 
ISIL fighters took control of the areas. 

On 5 August, the United Nations International Child’s Fund (UNICEF) reported that families who had fled to Jabal Sinjar, 
including up to 25,000 children, were in immediate need of assistance, including drinking water and sanitation services. It was 
also reported that around 40 Yezidi children had died as a consequence of hunger, thirst and dehydration9. The United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that as of 12 August, an estimated 20,000 to 30,000 people were still 
displaced in that area and access to them was limited10. 
The advance of ISIL on 6 August into areas of the Ninewa Plains and Shirkhan District as far as Makhmour on the border of 
Erbil Governorate sparked a further mass exodus of up to 180,000 individuals into areas of KR-I and other areas of Iraq, 
including Christians, Shabak, Turkmen, Yezidi, Shi’a Arabs and Sunni Arabs. Following the raising of the siege of Jabal Sinjar
on 14 August, tens of thousands of Yezidi civilians who had been trapped there had the opportunity to escape. Most fled via 
Syria with the assistance of the Syrian based YPG into KR-I. 

According to United Nations’ agencies, two thirds of the displaced persons were located in areas under the control of ISIL and 
associated armed groups or were in areas affected by the conflict – rendering access to them for the provision of humanitarian 
assistance particularly difficu

Source: UN OHCR/UNAMI , Report on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Iraq: 6 July–10September2014
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMI_OHCHR_POC_Report_FINAL_6July_10September2014.pdf. 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMI_OHCHR_POC_Report_FINAL_6July_10September2014.pdf


Syria: Refugee & IDP Map 1/2014
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Source: http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Freliefweb.int%2Fmap%2Fsyrian-arab-
republic%2F6-jan-2014-syria-crisis-internal-displacement-and-syrian-
refugees&h=0&w=0&tbnid=EUclISM_dUVjHM&zoom=1&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&docid=c1SDi7KbupD51M&tbm=isch&cli
ent=firefox-a&ei=-Hf7U9npJ8amyASGo4LwCA&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA



Iraq: The IDP Effect as of June

156Source: UNHCR 



Syrian Refugees in Iraq as of August 2014

157Source: UNAMI, 
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=itemlist&task=tag&tag=Syria%20Crisis&lang=en

http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=itemlist&task=tag&tag=Syria%20Crisis&lang=en


Iraq: The IDP Effect as of August 28

158Source: UNHCR, https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?pli=1#search/map/148287df975f2b13?projector=1 

30 August 2014: A comprehensive count 
carried out jointly by the Kurdistan Region 
Government (KRG) and the United Nations 
indicates that some 850,000 Iraqis have been 
displaced and sought refuge in all three 
Kurdistan Region Governorates since January 
2014. According to the Kurdistan Region 
Ministry of Planning and the International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM) the vast 
majority of the recently displaced people – 64 
per cent - have sought refuge in the Duhok
Governorate.

Of the 1.8M Iraqis displaced nationwide, it is 
estimated that over 600,000 people were 
displaced this month alone. This increase is 
due to an upsurge of violence in various parts 
of the country, particularly Ninewa, Diyala and 
Anbar.

The latest figures compiled by the KRG under 
the leadership of the Minister of Planning and 
IOM's Displacement Tracking Matrix, show that 
the displaced population are now living in more 
than 1,000 sites in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq 
alone.

The latest waves of IDPs to the KR-I, more 
than 850,000 in 2014, plus some 216,000 
Syrian refugees registered by the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR), and previous large 
population movements of around 335,000 
which took place prior to 2014, brings the total 
number of people who sought refuge in the KR-
I to 1.4 million. These latest waves add to the 
very heavy burden borne by the people and 
government of the KR-I.

Duhok Governorate's seven districts now host 
over half a million people seeking shelter, food, 
water, medicine and protection after the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) seized 
territory in Sinjar and neighbouring
communities prompting them to flee. Since 
August, 89 per cent of all displaced in the KR-I 



Iraq: Humanitarian Snapshot as of 8.28.14

159Source: OCHA Iraq @OCHAIraq, Aug 31, 2014 pic.twitter.com/FbMSBXC1c9



Iraq: Humanitarian Snapshot as of 11.10.14

160Source: OCHA Iraq @OCHAIraq, Aug 31, 2014 pic.twitter.com/FbMSBXC1c9



Syria: 9.3 Million of Concern: 2.9 Million 
Refugees Outside Country; 6.5+ Million IDPs 

= 52% of Total of 17.9 Million

161Source: UNHCR, http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e486a76.html; http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php.

http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e486a76.html


Syrian Refugees to 21.9.14

162Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 

About three million 
people have fled 
abroad to escape 
the fighting in Syria. 
Most have gone to 
Lebanon and Turkey 
- but a significant 
number have also 
gone to Iraq. 

In addition, the UN 
estimates there are 
1.8m Iraqis who 
have been forced to 
leave their homes to 
escape the conflict 
with IS and are now 
living in temporary 
accommodation 
elsewhere in the 
country.



US Aid to Syria: As of 14.9.2014 - I
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Source: http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/09.12.14%20-
%20Syria%20Public%20Fact%20Sheet%20Map.pdf



Syria: 3.2 Million Refugees Outside Country: 1 November 
2014 

164Source: UNHCRhttp://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php. 



Syria: Total Civilians at Risk: 1 November 2014 

165Source: UNHCR, http://syria.unocha.org/. 

http://syria.unocha.org/


Syria: Total Civilians at Risk out of Population of 
17,951,000: December 31 2014 

166Source: UNHCR, http://syria.unocha.org/ and http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php . 

IN SYRIA

REFUGEES OUTSIDE IN SYRIA

Male (48.7%) Age (51.3%) Female
9.2% 0 - 4 8.8%
10.9% 5 - 11 10.3%
6.6% 12 - 17 6.3%
20.6% 18 - 59 24.2%
1.4% 60 + 1.7%

http://syria.unocha.org/
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php


Syrian Refugees to 20.2.15

167Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 



US Aid to Syria: As of 14.9.2014 - II
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Source: http://www.usaid.gov/crisis/syria.

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE
• 10.8 million People in Need of Humanitarian Assistance in Syria

• 5.5 million Children Affected by the Crisis in Syria

• 6.4 million Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Syria

• 3+ millionSyrians Displaced to Neighboring Countries

HUMANITARIAN FUNDING TO SYRIA HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE FY 2012 – 2014*
• USAID/OFDA: $570,019,529

• USAID/FFP:$971,715,017

• State/PRM $1,359,865,086

• Total U.S. Government (USG) Assistance to the Syria Humanitarian Response: $2,901,599,632

• Secretary of State John F. Kerry announced on September 12, 2014 the United States is providing nearly $500 million in 
additional humanitarian aid to help those affected by the war in Syria. Total U.S. humanitarian assistance since the start of
the conflict in March 2011 is now more than $2.9 billion. The United States remains the single-largest donor of humanitarian 
aid for those affected by Syria crisis.

• Since the crisis began, the USG has provided more than $1.4 billion to assist refugees and host communities in the region 
and more than $1.4 billion to assist people in need across all 14 governorates inside Syria.

• Of the newly announced funds, USAID/FFP is contributing more than $74.2 million for continued food assistance inside 
Syria and in the region through partnerships with the U.N. World Food Program (WFP) and non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs).

• In addition, State/PRM is providing nearly $322 million in new funding to meet the urgent needs of refugees, internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), and other persons of concern fleeing Syria including through education, shelter, emergency relief 
items, health services, gender-based violence prevention and response, psychosocial support activities, and WASH 
assistance.

• More than $69 million of the State/PRM assistance will support activities inside of Syria and more than $252 million will 
support humanitarian activities in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey.

• The additional funding also includes more than $98 million from USAID/OFDA to support health care services, the 
distribution of emergency relief items, WASH programs, and protection activities across the country.

• Of the newly announced USG funding, more than $99.5 million supports existing humanitarian aid operations carried out by 
NGOs conducting cross-border relief efforts that assist millions of conflict-affected Syrians

http://www.usaid.gov/crisis/syria/children


US Aid to Syria: CRS
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Source: State Department and Foreign Operations, Congressional Budget Justification, FY2015.
Notes: FY2014 estimates for Syria spending were not available as of April 2014. Funds appropriated in fiscal
years prior to FY2013 have supported U.S. assistance programs since 2011. n.a. = not available.
a. The FY2013 total figure does not reflect all of the $287 million allocated for support to the Syrian
opposition to date. The FY2015 Syria request includes, but the table does not show, $1.1 billion within
Migration and Refugee Assistance (MRA-OCO) and International Disaster Assistance (IDA-OCO) accounts
expected to be used for humanitarian assistance related to the Syria conflict.
Proposed Expansion of Lethal and Nonlethal Assistance
Congressional Proposals
In the 113th Congress, proposals to authorize the expanded provision of nonlethal and lethal
assistance in Syria with various provisos have been introduced or considered in committees, and
would place various conditions on assistance, establish reporting requirements, grant diverse
authorities, and set different time limitations.
• On September 15, the House Rules Committee approved consideration of an
amendment introduced by Representative Howard "Buck" McKeon (hereinafter
the McKeon Amendment)97 to the proposed FY2015 continuing resolution
(H.J.Res. 124) that represents a counterproposal to the President’s revised request
for assistance authority.
• The Senate Armed Services Committee reported version of the FY2015 National
Defense Authorization Act (Section 1209 of S. 2410) would authorize the
Department of Defense, with the concurrence of the State Department, to train
and equip vetted members of select Syrian opposition forces for limited purposes
through the year 2018.
• S. 960, the Syria Transition Support Act of 2013, was approved by the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee as amended by a 15-3 vote in May 2013.
• H.R. 1327, the Free Syria Act of 2013, was introduced in March 2013.
97 Available at: http://www.rules.house.gov/amendments/MCKEON021915141612381238.pdf.
Armed Conflict in Syria: Overview and U.S. Response
Congressional Research Service 27
• As noted above, House and Senate Foreign Operations Appropriations bills under

Source: http://www.usaid.gov/crisis/syria.



Number of Syrians Displaced: 3.13-1.15
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Source: FAILING SYRIA ASSESSING THE IMPACT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONSIN PROTECTING AND ASSISTING CIVILIANS IN SYRIA, 
http://www.savethechildren.org/atf/cf/%7B9def2ebe-10ae-432c-9bd0-df91d2eba74a%7D/FAILINGSYRIA_REPORT_MARCH2015.PDF



Number of Syrian Children Not Attending School
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Source: FAILING SYRIA ASSESSING THE IMPACT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONSIN PROTECTING AND ASSISTING CIVILIANS IN SYRIA, 
http://www.savethechildren.org/atf/cf/%7B9def2ebe-10ae-432c-9bd0-df91d2eba74a%7D/FAILINGSYRIA_REPORT_MARCH2015.PDF

Roughly a quarter of Syria’s schools (over 4,000) have been damaged, destroyed or used for other 
purposes. According to the United Nations Children’s Fund, 160 children were killed in attacks on schools in 
2014. In January 2015, NGOs reported attacks on schools that resulted in at least 37 deaths, including nine 
children. Since UNSCR 2139 was passed,
an additional 500,000 children are estimated to be out of school compared with 2013, bringing the total to 
1.6 million



UNHCR Plans for 2015 (12.14)
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Source: FAILING SYRIA ASSESSING THE IMPACT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONSIN PROTECTING AND ASSISTING CIVILIANS IN SYRIA, 
http://www.savethechildren.org/atf/cf/%7B9def2ebe-10ae-432c-9bd0-df91d2eba74a%7D/FAILINGSYRIA_REPORT_MARCH2015.PDF

By mid-2014, OCHA estimated that 10.8million of Syria’s 22million population 
was affected by the conict and in need of humanitarian assistance, including 
6.5 million internally displaced, often multiple times – 50 per cent more than 
in 2013. If a comprehensive political solution is not reached, the number 
affected is expected to grow in 2015. Syria is hosting more than 33,000 
asylum-seekers and refugees mainly from Iraq, with smaller numbers coming 
from Afghanistan and Somalia. Though a signiant decrease from previous 
years, this trend may be reversed in 2015 if there are any new arrivals of Iraqi 
refugees. In August 2014, approximately 95,000 people displaced by violence 
in Iraq entered the north-eastern Hassakeh governorate, although the 
majority proceeded onwards to the Kurdistan region to seek safety. 

| UNHCR 
Number of offices 8
Total personnel 274
International staff 52
National staff 69
JPOs 1
Others 152

10.8 million OCHA estimation 
(mid- 2014) of overall number of 
people affected by the conflict, 
including 6.5 million internally 
displaced

USD 362.5 million Overall funding 
requirements

4 million People of concern (PoC)* 
targeted to receive core relief 
items

750,000 PoC targeted to have 
access to primary health care and 
life-saving emergency 
interventions

26,000 Refugees and asylum-
seekers targeted for assistance.

130,000 IDPs targeted to benefit 
from shelter



USAID Estimate of Syrian Crisis: 22.1.15
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Source: https://scms.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/syria_ce_fs04_01-22-2015.pdf



174https://scms.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/syria_map_01-22-2015.pdf

USAID and Other  Outside Assistance to Syria: 
22.1.15



Public Opinion Polls
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No One Follows Where No One Leads: Need to 
Sustain Uncertain US Domestic Support
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No meaningful support for conventional ground troops

Public divides on providing arms and ammunition to the 
Kurdish military forces who are opposing the insurgents, 
with 45 percent in favor, 49 percent opposed.

Increase in support for U.S. military action among 
Democrats and political independents – up by 10 and 8 
points, respectively, while remaining largely stable and 
higher among Republicans. Similarly, support has 
increased by 8 to 12 points among liberals, moderates and 
those who say they’re “somewhat” conservative, while 
holding steady among strong conservatives.

Two-thirds of Democrats and 63 percent of liberals 
approve of the president’s handling of the situation, falling 
among political independents and moderates (to 37 and 44 
percent, respectively) and plummeting to a quarter of 
conservatives and two in 10 Republicans.

In June, among Democrats who opposed air strikes, 74 
percent also approved of his work on the issue; today it’s 
only 56 percent. 

ABC NEWS/WASHINGTON POST POLL: Iraq
EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE AFTER 7 a.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 20, 2014



Rise in Support from June to August
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Source: Washington Post, September 9, 2014. http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/public-strongly-backs-airstrikes-against-
islamic-state-obama-struggles-politically/2014/09/08/40212492-37c5-11e4--bdfb- de4104544a37_graphic.html.



Post-ABC Poll Results on Air Strikes 15.9.14
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Source: Aaron Blake, “President Obama is winning on a foreign policy issue — for a change
,”, Washington Post, October 2, 2014, http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/wp/2014/10/01/president-obama-
is-winning-on-a-foreign-policy-issue-for-a-change/. 

For the first time since January, President Obama is polling a 50 percent approval rating on an issue: his handling of the 
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria.
The newest WaPo-ABC poll shows 50 percent approve of Obama's handling of the Islamic State, as compared to 44 
percent who disapprove. That's an improvement from August, when the question referenced only Iraq and not Syria, and 
42 percent of Americans gave Obama a vote of confidence.

Obama's new polling heights come as Americans overwhelmingly approve of the airstrikes he ordered in Syria. 
Seven in 10 Americans (70 percent) support the airstrikes -- up from 65 percent in early September. 
His decision to send American forces to train Iraqi troops and coordinate airstrikes against the Islamic State in that 
country is less popular, but still gets positive marks: 53 percent support and 44 percent opposition.
The most supportive political group on each of these counts is Republicans, 80 percent of whom back the airstrikes in 
Syria and 60 percent of whom support the effort in Iraq. At the same time, these very same Republicans only give 
Obama a 30 percent overall approval rating on his handling of the Islamic State -- which depresses the topline number 
above.

Here's how Obama fares on previous foreign policy issues tested by WaPo-ABC polls this year:
• 46 percent: Malaysian Airline plane being shot down over Ukraine (7/27)

• 45 percent: situation in Afghanistan (6/1)
• 42 percent: situation in Iraq (8/17)
• 39 percent: situation between Israel and Palestinians (7/27)

• 39 percent: Bowe Bergdahl situation (6/8)
• 39 percent: situation with Iran (1/23)

• 38 percent: international affairs (9/7)
• 34 percent: situation involving Russia and Ukraine (4/27)
• 33 percent: situation in Syria (1/23)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/page/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2014/10/01/National-Politics/Polling/release_362.xml
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Source: Gary Langer, “Broad Backing for Air Strikes on ISIS; Less for U.S. Forces as Advisers in Iraq,”, ABC News, 
October 1, 2014, http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2014/10/broad-backing-for-air-strikes-on-isis-less-for-u-s-forces-
as-advisers-in-iraq/. 

The results on military action align with longstanding public attitudes on military 
intervention, with lower-risk air strikes far preferred than more-committing ground 
combat.
Support for military action also can rely on the presence of a clear threat – which the 
public sees in ISIS (six in 10 in early September called it a “very” serious threat to U.S. 
vital interests) – and broad international participation, which Obama has worked to 
achieve.
Among groups, support for air strikes is almost the same among men and women, at 72 
and 69 percent, respectively, despite customarily higher support for military action among 
men.
Support for sending U.S. forces in an advisory role reverts to form, dropping by 11 points 
among men but further, by 23 points, among women.
There are risks for Obama; sending advisers is least popular among some of his core 
support groups, including half or fewer of nonwhites, liberals, younger and lower-income 
adults, as well as women. 
Young adults, age 18 to 29, also are comparatively skeptical about air strikes – 55 percent 
support them, vs. 80 percent of those age 50 and older.
Regardless of divisions about advisers on the ground, the poll indicates the level of 
public antipathy toward ISIS. Support for air strikes against the group in Iraq started at 45 
percent in June, rose to 54 percent in August and then to 71 percent in early September, 
when 65 percent also said they’d support extending those strikes to Syria. 
With that air campaign now underway, its 70 percent support reflects a broad level of 
agreement in fractious political times.

http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2014/10/broad-backing-for-air-strikes-on-isis-less-for-u-s-forces-as-advisers-in-iraq/
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Source: Dan Lamoth, “Cost of U.S. campaign against the Islamic State likely closing in on $1 billion,”
Washington Post, September 24, 2014, http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/09/29/cost-of-u-s-
campaign-against-the-islamic-state-closing-in-on-1-billion/ . 

The United States has likely spent between $780 million and $930 million in its military campaign against the Islamic 
State militant group so far, and it will likely cost between $200 million and $320 million per month going forward if 
conducted with about 2,000 U.S. service members on the ground, according to a new report published Monday.

Those costs would grow to between $350 million and $570 million per month if the pace of the airstrikes increases and 
5,000 U.S. troops are deployed, according to the report, released by the independent Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments in Washington. On an annual basis, lower-intensity air operations could cost $2.4 billion to $3.8 billion per 
year, the report said. The annual cost would jump to between $4.2 billion and $6.8 billion if the pace of airstrikes 
increases and is sustained.

The United States reported completing about 220 airstrikes in Iraq since Aug. 8, and about 40 more in Syria since they 
began  Sept. 23 On Monday, the U.S. military announced that along with partner nations, it had launched eight airstrikes 
in Syria. Separately, the United States carried out three airstrikes in Iraq. In addition to the airstrikes, the U.S. Navy also 
has launched at least 47 Tomahawk cruise missiles, which each cost more than $1 million, into Syria. Most of those were 
aimed at targets affiliated with the Khorasan Group.

• A continued air campaign of similar scope: $200 million to $320 million per month
The United States was carrying out about 60 air sorties per day to conduct surveillance over Iraq before it expanded 
operations into Syria, meaning even more are likely needed now. As time progresses, it’s likely that the amount of 
airstrikes the U.S.-led coalition carries out will dwindle, but the aerial intelligence gathering will continue. There are 
currently about 1,600 U.S. service members deployed in Iraq as part of the mission, which will likely grow to about 
2,000 personnel once the 1st Infantry Division headquarters arrives in Baghdad and Irbil, the city in Iraq’s Kurdish 
region where the United States has a large presence.

• A larger air campaign: $350 million to $570 million per month
This assumes two things: the United States bumping up its campaign to about 120 surveillance flights and 150 
airstrikes monthly, while expanding its presence on the ground to about 5,000 service members.

• “Boots on the ground”: $1.1 billion to $1.8 billion per month
This scenario has been ruled out by President Obama. It assumes an even larger air campaign, with 150 surveillance 
flights and 200 targets hit monthly in Iraq and Syria. It also assumes 25,000 U.S. service members on the ground in 
Iraq and Syria, as some have advocated. About 80 percent of the cost with scenario would come from sustaining the 
ground forces.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/09/29/cost-of-u-s-campaign-against-the-islamic-state-closing-in-on-1-billion/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/09/23/heres-why-the-u-s-military-went-big-in-syria-on-a-single-day/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/09/18/the-trouble-with-the-no-boots-on-the-ground-talk-about-iraq-and-syria/
http://www.criticalthreats.org/other/kagan-strategy-to-defeat-the-islamic-state-september-12-2014
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Source: T. Harrison, J. Stillion, E. Lindsey. J. Cohn, Estimating the Cost of Operations Against ISIL, CBSA,  September 2014, pp. 4-
6, http://www.csbaonline.org/publications/2014/09/estimating-the-cost-of-operations-against-isil/.   

1) Lower-Intensity Air Campaign

The first scenario assumes the tempo of air operations in steady-state settles to a level of 90 ISR sorties per day and 100 targets attacked per 
month. In comparison, the United States conducted an average of 60 ISR sorties per day in Iraq before operations expanded into Syria and 
has struck nearly 200 targets in the past month in both Iraq and Syria. These estimates reflect the likelihood that targets will grow more scarce 
and elusive over time, requiring sustained levels of airborne ISR coverage but fewer strikes. This scenario also assumes that U.S. ground 
forces in Iraq increase to 2,000 total personnel from the current level of roughly 1,600 to account for the planned deployment of a U.S. Army 
division level headquarters to command and control friendly forces. Given these assumptions, the steady-state cost of operations would likely 
be between $200 and $320 million per month.

2) Higher-Intensity Air Campaign

The second scenario assumes a higher steady-state level of air operations, with 120 ISR sorties per day and 150 targets attacked per month. 
It also assumes the level of U.S. ground forces in Iraq is expanded to 5,000 personnel, well above the level announced thus far. Using these 
assumptions, the monthly cost of operations would likely be between $350 and $570 million.

3) Boots on the Ground

The third scenario assumes an even higher level of steady-state air operations, with 150 ISR sorties per day and 200 targets attacked per 
month. More significantly, it assumes 25,000 U.S. ground personnel are deployed to Iraq and Syria, in line with some public 
recommendations.5 This force is assumed to consist of several thousand special operations forces at the “tip of the spear,” supported by a 
combat aviation brigade, two brigade combat teams, and other forces providing logistical and medical support, all based in Iraq and/or Syria. 
The higher steady-state level of air operations reflects the likelihood that U.S. forces on the ground would receive additional air support. Using 
these assumptions, the total monthly cost of air and ground operations would likely be between $1.1 and $1.8 billion, with roughly 80 percent 
of the cost coming from the sizeable ground component involved.

The cost of operations against ISIL could vary from $200 million to $1.8 billion per month depending on the level of air and ground operations 
involved, or $2.4 billion to $22 billion on an annualized basis. In comparison, annual spending peaked
at $164 billion in Iraq in FY 2008 and $122 billion in Afghanistan in FY2011 (in FY 2015 dollars). In its most recent budget request, the 
Pentagon projects it will spend $54 billion for Afghanistan in FY 2015, although much of this funding is likely not due to operations in 
Afghanistan

http://www.csbaonline.org/publications/2014/09/estimating-the-cost-of-operations-against-isil/
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Source: Washington Post, September 24, 2014, http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/09/29/cost-
of-u-s-campaign-against-the-islamic-state-closing-in-on-1-billion/ . 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/09/29/cost-of-u-s-campaign-against-the-islamic-state-closing-in-on-1-billion/
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Iraq: The “Poor” Oil State with Terrible 
Income Distribution
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World Bank Governance Ratings
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Iraq: UN Estimates Human Development 
Far Worse than Syria
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Iraq: Population Pressure and “Youth Bulge”
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Population	in	2014:	32.6	million

Age	Structure:	
• Median	age:	21.4	years
• 0-14	years:	36.7%	(male	6,093,069/female	

5,878,590)
• 15-24	years:	19.6%	(male	3,237,212/female	

3,142,202)	

Labor	Force:	8.9	million
Dependency	Ratio	=	76.2%
New	entrants	to	the	labor	force	each	year
• Men	=	332,000
• Women	=	322,000



Iraq Population Density

189Source: "Iraq: Country Profile," Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) map found in "Iraq: Population Density," Map 
Collection, Perry-Castañeda Library (PCL) at the University of Texas at Austin Jan. 2003

http://usiraq.procon.org/viewsource.asp?ID=008294


CNN Iraq Sectarian and Ethnic Map

190Sourcehttp://www.cnn.com/interactive/2014/06/world/maps-iraq-unrest/



BBC Iraq Sectarian and Ethnic Map

191Source: BBC,” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 



Iraq Sectarian and Ethnic Map

192Source: VOX, http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-crisis-iraq

http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-crisis-iraq
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Syria Sectarian and Ethnic Map
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Syria Sectarian and Ethnic Map
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• 891 × 662 - dish.andrewsullivan.com 

Source: https://www.google.com/search?q=Syria+sectarian+map&client=firefox-a&hs=DVz&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&channel=sb&tbm=isch&imgil=RX9BcqVV_iJeeM%253A%253BarR7PyFsqLmZXM%253Bhttp%25253A%25
252F%25252Fforeignpolicyblogs.com%25252F2012%25252F03%25252F18%25252Fturkey-syria-alawite-
dimension%25252F&source=iu&usg=__Ski6Fw2YoBf53UPocCgDs1U2yxI%3D&sa=X&ei=wmz7U5LDG5K1yASgsYL4
Cg&ved=0CCYQ9QEwAg&biw=1434&bih=883#facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=RX9BcqVV_iJeeM%253A%3BarR7PyFsqLm
ZXM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fforeignpolicyblogs.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252Fsyria-map-
jumbo.jpg%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fforeignpolicyblogs.com%252F2012%252F03%252F18%252Fturkey-syria-
alawite-dimension%252F%3B828%3B812

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://sullydish.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/levant_ethnicity_1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://dish.andrewsullivan.com/2013/08/28/the-sectarianism-of-syria/&h=662&w=891&tbnid=WmUoj137PlEQQM:&zoom=1&docid=DEg87lE1O3Nb4M&ei=x2z7U4nXBs2tyAT7noHICg&tbm=isch&client=firefox-a&ved=0CCcQMygFMAU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1005&page=1&start=0&ndsp=25

