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Metrics are never a substitute for narratives or detailed analysis. They can, however, 
reveal broad patterns in the course of war, and key uncertainties in the nature of how 
a war is being analyzed and reported. The Burke Chair at CSIS has prepared a selective 
comparison of the key metrics available on the “wars” in Iraq and Syria that help to 
illustrate both the patterns in the conflict and some of the key uncertainties  -- or “fog 
of war” – that shape efforts to portray  and to understand it.

It is important to note that this analysis only provides only a small selection of the 
maps, graphs, and other metrics on the war, and relies on unclassified material. It also 
is so selective that it is important to note that the sources chosen only provide a 
picture of the more credible efforts address the problem of how to describe the 
uncertainties in the data.
The BBC – drawing largely on the work of HIS Janes – and the Institute for the Study of 
War (http://www.understandingwar.org/) are particularly outstanding examples of 
efforts to provide such analytic rigor and address the inevitable limits to summary 
metrics. The United States government, NATO, IHS Janes and Stratfor have also made 
important contributions to such mapping and graphics and the New York Times, and 
Washington Post have provided consistently good attempts to provide  reporting in 
graphic and map form.
At the same time, even the limited selection of comparative graphics and metrics

http://www.understandingwar.org/
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presented in this report show just how different given pictures of key patterns in the 
fighting can be and the sharp limits to the way it is being portrayed and analyzed. 

Any effort to compare the different maps and graphics included in this report 
highlights just how different given versions are --, sometimes when they are drawn 
from the same original source.

In many cases, reviewing the narrative reporting at the time a given graphic was 
issued indicates that it did not track with the detailed combat reporting in the article 
presenting it, and that any supporting numbers were generally point estimates when 
they should have should have been a range of figures that reflected serious 
uncertainties. One critical problem throughout the following survey – and one that 
the Institute for the Study of War does avoid in the detailed maps on its own web site 
-- is to show large blocs of color or “blobs” where there is only empty desert or only 
token levels of force are present. Most of the fighting is concentrated in populated 
areas that are very small and in securing the lines of communication between them. 

It is also clear from the maps and graphics drawn from official U.S. sources that the 
material that is declassified and/or drawn from official sources is often designed to 
“spin” its contents to favor the source or support official policy. This is particularly true 
in the case of reporting showing territory lost or gained and related measures in 
square kilometers. This is a war for population centers and measuring gains and
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gains in empty areas is virtually meaningless. 

Furthermore, much of the official data released by the U.S. Department of Defense are 
rarely updated, and often lags months behind media and think tank reporting based on 
background and press briefings, and maps and charts used in press briefings are not 
included in the transcripts provided on DoD web sites. 

There is a clear need to provide both better transparency and more accurate ways of 
reporting on the “war” against ISIS. This can only be done by providing better official 
reporting, mapping the actual nature of combat rather than showing large blobs of 
territory.

Better efforts are need to providing data and graphics that link the air and land battles, 
and that link combat to its impact on civilians and casualties and in ways that show the 
impact of current battles and developments. There has also been a virtual cutoff in 
efforts to summarize and map the patterns in “terrorist” or asymmetric attacks that are 
not related to major battles, although it is clear from the START and other data bases 
that these patterns of violence have a major impact in both Iraq and Syria.



Turkish Invasion of Kurdish Area
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Situation in Northwest Syria (BBC 
22.10.19)

Turkey and Russia have agreed what they say is a "historic" deal aimed at keeping 
Kurdish forces away from Syria's border with Turkey.

It comes during a pause in Turkey's offensive to drive Kurdish forces out, creating 
a "safe zone" in the area.

In its offensive, Turkey seized a 120km-long strip of land between the towns of 
Ras al-Ain and Tal Abyad - part of its attempt to create a "safe zone" to resettle up 
to two million refugees currently in Turkey and remove the Kurdish fighters.

Under the deal, Russia has agreed to allow Turkish troops to remain in the area 
they have taken and to retain sole control.

Kurdish fighters have been given 150 hours from midday on Wednesday (09:00 
GMT) to pull back 30km (18 miles) along almost the whole frontier from the 
Euphrates, just east of Manbij, to the Iraqi border.

Russian and Syrian forces will move in immediately to oversee the Kurdish 
pullback.

The area around Qamishli, which has a large Kurdish population, is not included 
and no immediate details were given as to what would happen there.

After the 150-hour deadline expires on 29 October, Turkish and Russian troops 
will begin joint patrols in areas described as "in the west and the east of the area" 
of the Turkish offensive.

The statement from Russia and Turkey also says Kurdish forces "will be removed" 
from Manbij and the town of Tal Rifat, 50km to the west of Manbij - both of which 
lie outside the operation area.

Kurdish militias and political leaders have made no immediate comment on 
whether they will agree to the demands.

Syria's President Bashar al-Assad has raised concern about foreign interference in 
Syria but the Kremlin said he had thanked President Putin and "expressed his full 
support for the results of the work as well as the readiness of the Syrian border 
guards, together with the Russian military police, to reach the Syrian-Turkish 
border".

Source: BBC, Turkey Syria offensive: Erdogan and Putin strike deal over Kurds, 23.10.19, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-50138121



Oil and Syrian- Russian Advances 
into NE Syria, 21.10.19

Source: Annie Karni, Lara Jakes and Patrick Kingsley, Turkey Agrees to Pause Fighting, but Not to Withdraw Forces From Northern Syria,
NYT, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/17/world/middleeast/trump-turkey-invasion-syria.html.

Syria was producing about 385,000 barrels of crude oil 
daily, according to David Butter, an associate fellow in the 
Middle East and North Africa Program at Chatham House. 
About 100,000 to 110,000 of those barrels came from 
fields in the northeastern Euphrates Valley, Butter said. 
This area includes the oil-rich province of Deir al-Zour, 
where the protests against President Bashar al-Assad first 
kicked off and where the Islamic State militant group later 
reigned.

Syria’s oil revenue was already falling before 2011 because 
of dropping global oil prices, but the market has taken a 
deep hit after nearly eight years of fighting that have 
destroyed Syria’s economy and infrastructure, alongside 
the hundreds of thousands of lives lost and people 
displaced.

According to Butter, Syria has been largely able to meet its 
daily demand for 150,000 barrels through imports from 
Iran, its oil-producing ally, and production in government-
controlled areas.

When the Islamic State swept across Iraq and Syria in 2014, 
it took control of strategic oil fields in both countries. The 
militant group subsequently turned a profit by selling oil at 
about $100 a barrel to black market traders or refining it in 
local makeshift facilities, according to Butter. In 2015, the 
Treasury Department estimated that the group made 
about $40 million a month, or nearly $500 million a year, 
from producing and exporting oil..

https://www.nytimes.com/by/annie-karni
https://www.nytimes.com/by/lara-jakes
https://www.nytimes.com/by/patrick-kingsley
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/13/us/politics/us-steps-up-its-attacks-on-isis-controlled-oil-fields-in-syria.html


Syrian- Russian Advances into NE Syria, 17.10.19

Source: Annie Karni, Lara Jakes and Patrick Kingsley, Turkey Agrees to Pause Fighting, but Not to Withdraw Forces From Northern Syria,
NYT, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/17/world/middleeast/trump-turkey-invasion-syria.html.

The deal briefly halts a Turkish-led 
invasion of northern Syria that began 
last Wednesday, after Mr. Trump 
withdrew American forces from the 
Turkish-Syrian border, allowing 
Turkish forces to enter a swath of 
Kurdish-held territory. Still, in many 
respects, the agreement is a triumph 
for Turkey, giving it most of what it 
had wanted and averting Mr. Trump’s 
threat of economic sanctions against 
the country. 
Turkey sought to force a withdrawal 
from the border area of Syrian 
Kurdish fighters, whom the United 
States formerly supported but Turkey 
considers terrorists. 
Since 2012, Kurdish forces had 
harnessed the chaos of the Syrian 
civil war to carve out an autonomous 
region along the border with Turkey, 
free of Syrian government control. 
They greatly expanded their territory 
by partnering with American troops 
to force out Islamic State militants 
from the area.
The agreement now promises Turkey 
that those Kurdish forces will 
withdraw from that area without a 
fight, in addition to the United States 
accepting a Turkish-controlled “safe 
zone” and agreeing to lift President 
Trump’s threat of painful economic 
sanctions on Turkey for its incursion.

https://www.nytimes.com/by/annie-karni
https://www.nytimes.com/by/lara-jakes
https://www.nytimes.com/by/patrick-kingsley


Syrian- Russian Advances into NE Syria, 16.10.19 - II

Source: Peter Baker and Catie Edmondson, Trump Lashes Out on Syria as Republicans Rebuke Him in House Vote, NYT, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/16/world/middleeast/trump-
erdogan-turkey-syria-kurds.html

https://www.nytimes.com/by/peter-baker
https://www.nytimes.com/by/catie-edmondson
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/16/world/middleeast/trump-erdogan-turkey-syria-kurds.html


Syrian- Russian Advances 
into NE Syria, 16.10.19 - I

Source: Peter Baker and Catie Edmondson, Trump 
Lashes Out on Syria as Republicans Rebuke Him in 
House Vote, NYT, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/16/world/mid
dleeast/trump-erdogan-turkey-syria-kurds.html

https://www.nytimes.com/by/peter-baker
https://www.nytimes.com/by/catie-edmondson
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/16/world/middleeast/trump-erdogan-turkey-syria-kurds.html


Turkish Objectives in Northwest Syria 
(BBC 16.10.19)

Dozens of civilians have reportedly been killed in Turkey's operation so far and at 
least 160,000 have fled the area, according to the UN.

The medical charity Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) said it had "taken the difficult 
decision to suspend the majority of its activities and evacuate all its international 
staff from north-east Syria".

On Tuesday, Syrian government forces entered the strategic town of Manbij, 
inside the area where Turkey wants to create its "safe zone". 

Meanwhile, Turkish troops and pro-Turkish, anti-government fighters have also 
been gathering near Manbij.

Over the past two years, hundreds of US troops have visibly patrolled the strategic 
town, but they left earlier this week. 

On Tuesday, Russia - a key ally of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad - said its forces 
were patrolling along the "line of contact" between Syrian and Turkish forces

Source: BBC, 17.10.19, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-50064546?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cx1m7zg0w5zt/syria&link_location=live-
reporting-story



Syrian-
Russian 

Advances into 
NE Syria, 
14.10.19 

Demographics

Source: Ben 
Hubbard,  In Syria, 
Russia Is Pleased to 
Fill an American 
Void, NYT, 
https://www.nytim
es.com/2019/10/15
/world/middleeast/
kurds-syria-
turkey.html?action
=click&module=Rel
atedLinks&pgtype=
Article

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/15/world/middleeast/kurds-syria-turkey.html?action=click&module=RelatedLinks&pgtype=Article


Syrian-Russian Advances into NE Syria, 
16.10.19

Source: By Rick Noack and 
Aaron Steckelberg, What Trump just triggered in Syria, visualized, October 17, 2019,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/17/what-trump-just-triggered-
syria-visualized/?arc404=tru

Assad’s forces have already reentered a 
number of cities and areas, said Columb
Strack, the principal Middle East analyst at IHS 
Markit, an analysis firm that has tracked the 
war in Syria. But he cautioned it remained 
unclear what sort of control regime forces will 
exert there, both in the short and long run.
Syrian forces may initially act as a deterrence 
to Turkey but not seize full control of the 
areas, Strack said. That could change in 
coming weeks, however.
While the Syrian government may not yet fully 
control those areas, its forces now have a 
more expansive geographical footprint than at 
any time during the past half decade — a 
direct result of Trump’s Syria pullout.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/rick-noack/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/aaron-steckelberg/


Syrian-Russian Advances into NE Syria, 
16.10.19

Source: By Rick Noack and 
Aaron Steckelberg, What Trump just triggered in Syria, visualized, October 17, 2019,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/17/what-trump-just-triggered-
syria-visualized/?arc404=tru

On paper, a deal between the SDF and the Syrian regime 
could give Assad control over all territory held by Kurdish 
forces. Before the U.S. pullout, Kurds occupied 28 percent of 
inhabited, non-desert territory in Syria. The Assad regime 
could now theoretically gain control over this area, meaning it 
would double the amount of land it governs.
In reality, however, Assad is unlikely to gain control of the full 
area so far held by the SDF.

For one, the Turkish offensive in northern Syria already has 
gained control over a significant stretch of land previously 
held by the Kurds. Turkey is unlikely to give up that territory, 
as it plans to resettle Syrian refugees there. (It’s unclear how 
much farther Turkey can advance, though, as international 
pressure from Europe and the United States mounts, and as 
Assad’s forces begin facing off with Turkish troops.)

A second unknown factor is whether all stakeholders that so 
far had a say in the SDF-held territory are on board with an 
Assad deal. “The SDF are not purely Kurdish. There are also 
Sunni Arab tribal components and they are opposed to this 
reconciliation with the Assad government,” said Strack, the 
Middle East analyst.
Areas in Syria’s east were particularly likely to resist Assad 
seizing control, he said.

.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/rick-noack/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/aaron-steckelberg/
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Turkish Objectives in Northwest Syria 
(BBC 14.10.19)

Turkey had long threatened to launch an operation in SDF-held territory to create 
a 32km (20-mile) deep "safe zone" running for 480km (300 miles) along the Syrian 
side of the border.

It wants to push back members of the YPG, which it views as an extension of a 
Kurdish rebel group that has been fighting in Turkey for decades and is designated 
a terrorist organisation - the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). Turkey also hopes to 
resettle, in the zone, up to two million of the 3.6 million Syrian refugees it is 
hosting.

In an attempt to avert an offensive, the US and Turkish militaries agreed in August 
to set up a "security mechanism" on the Syrian side of border – an area that 
would be free of YPG fighters, but pointedly avoided using the term "safe zone". 
US and Turkish troops carried out joint patrols in the area and the YPG co-
operated, withdrawing fighters and heavy weapons and dismantling fortifications.

But on 6 October, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan told US President 
Donald Trump that a cross-border operation would "soon be moving forward", 
according to the White House. Mr Trump responded by saying US troops based in 
the area would not support or be involved in the operation, it said.

Three days later, Mr Erdogan announced the start of "Operation Peace Spring" by 
the Turkish military and allied Syrian rebel factions. He said they aimed "to 
prevent the creation of a terror corridor across our southern border, and to bring 
peace to the area".

The SDF said it was determined to defend its territory "at all costs", but Turkish-
led forces were able to steadily push their way into a sparsely populated, mostly 
Arab area between the towns of Tal Abyad and Ras al-Ain in the first five days of 
the assault. Turkish air and artillery strikes affected a much larger area, including 
predominantly Kurdish towns and villages to the west and east.

Amid growing chaos, US officials said on 13 October that Mr Trump had decided 
to begin withdraw all its troops from northern Syria.

Hours later, the SDF said an agreement had been reached with the Syrian 
government - which considers the US an enemy - for the Syrian army "to enter 
and deploy along the length of the Syrian-Turkish border" and repel the Turkish 
assault.

Source: BBC, 14.10.19, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49973218

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49973218


Fighting as of October 14th (BBC 
14.10.19)

As part of a deal with the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, the Syrian Democratic 
Forces — or SDF, the Syrian Kurdish-led faction backed by the United States but seen by Turkey 
as the analogue of an outlawed Kurdish separatist group within its own borders — invited in 
regime forces to help thwart Turkey and its militant proxies.
“For the first time in years, Syrian government forces arrived in the towns of Tabqa, on the 
outskirts of Raqqa, and Ain Issa, which served as the headquarters of the Kurdish-led 
autonomous administration in northeast Syria, about 20 miles from the Turkish border,” my 
colleagues reported. “Images published by the official Syrian Arab News Agency, or SANA, 
showed government troops arriving atop pickup trucks and waving Syrian flags.”
Both the Syrian Kurds and Turkey accused the other of releasing Islamic State detainees from 
detention camps as battles raged. Europeans fretted on the sidelines, bemoaning Trump’s 
decision to pull out. “We don’t have magic powers” to stop the Turkish assault, said Spanish 
Foreign Minister Josep Borrell, who is slated to become the European Union’s foreign policy 
chief later this year. “If the American troops wouldn’t have withdrawn, this attack would have 
been impossible. The American troop withdrawal was a condition in order to make the attack 
possible.”
By Monday evening, attention fell on a possible clash between Syrian regime forces and 
Turkish-affiliated fighters as they both converged on the town of Manbij, where a detachment 
of U.S. troops was preparing to hastily depart. The whirlwind of events marked the sudden 
reconfiguring of the Syrian battlefield, with the Americans exiting the fray, the Turks hoping to 
assert their authority over the Syrian borderlands, the Kurds submitting to Damascus, and the 
regime further consolidating its control of a war-ravaged nation. The scenes in Riyadh on 
Monday of Russian President Vladimir Putin meeting Saudi Arabia’s King Salman only seemed 
to add to the growing impression of a geopolitical rug getting pulled from under American feet.
“We know that we would have to make painful compromises with Moscow and Bashar al-Assad 
if we go down the road of working with them,” wrote Mazloum Abdi, commander of the SDF, in 
an op-ed for Foreign Policy. “But if we have to choose between compromises and the genocide 
of our people, we will surely choose life for our people.”
Abdi emphasized that he didn’t expect the United States to be the “world police,” but had 
hoped Trump would use Washington’s “leverage to mediate a sustainable peace between us 
and Turkey.”
It doesn’t seem that will happen. Trump said in a statement on Monday that he was “fully 
prepared to swiftly destroy Turkey’s economy if Turkish leaders continue down this dangerous 
and destructive path.” But critics suggested the proposed punitive measures — including a 
steel tariff and targeted sanctions on Turkish individuals — were relatively light and symbolic. 
Moreover, Trump has also started to parrot Ankara’s arguments about the SDF, dwelling on 
their connections to a U.S.-listed terrorist group and ignoring the tremendous sacrifice they 
made on behalf of the U.S.-led coalition against the Islamic State.

Source: Ishaan Tharoor, Trump’s lose-lose game in Syria, Washington Post, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/15/trumps-lose-lose-game-syria/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/syrian-troops-enter-towns-in-northeast-as-erdogan-warns-of-wider-offensive/2019/10/14/3fe2c420-ee06-11e9-bb7e-d2026ee0c199_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/syrian-troops-enter-towns-in-northeast-as-erdogan-warns-of-wider-offensive/2019/10/14/3fe2c420-ee06-11e9-bb7e-d2026ee0c199_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/europeans-warn-of-security-peril-from-turkeys-assault-on-kurds-in-syria/2019/10/14/d3f906ba-ee5b-11e9-bb7e-d2026ee0c199_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_10
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/europeans-warn-of-security-peril-from-turkeys-assault-on-kurds-in-syria/2019/10/14/d3f906ba-ee5b-11e9-bb7e-d2026ee0c199_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_10
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/syrian-troops-enter-towns-in-northeast-as-erdogan-warns-of-wider-offensive/2019/10/14/3fe2c420-ee06-11e9-bb7e-d2026ee0c199_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_11
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/in-the-middle-east-theres-one-country-every-side-talks-to-russia/2019/10/14/2ac92702-ee90-11e9-bb7e-d2026ee0c199_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_11
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/10/13/kurds-assad-syria-russia-putin-turkey-genocide/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-says-he-will-soon-issue-order-authorizing-sanctions-on-turkey-over-its-incursion-into-syria/2019/10/14/ec0b9746-eea5-11e9-b2da-606ba1ef30e3_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_18
https://twitter.com/heissenstat/status/1183841649513893890
https://twitter.com/Ozkok_A/status/1182036263202889733
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/15/trumps-lose-lose-game-syria/


Source: http://energy-cg.com/MiddleEast/Syria/Syria_Turkey_Kurds_USBasesLocationsReportedKurdArea_Image1x1_Oct19_EnergyConsutlingGroup_web.png



Source: http://energy-cg.com/MiddleEast/Syria/Syria_Turkey_Kurds_USBasesLocationsReportedKurdArea_Image1x1_Oct19_EnergyConsutlingGroup_web.png/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/15/trumps-lose-lose-game-syria/


Kurdish Areas in Syria and Iraq (BBC 14.10.19)
Who are the Kurds?

Between 25 and 35 million ethnic Kurds inhabit a mountainous region 
straddling Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Iran and Armenia. But they have never had a 
widely-recognised permanent nation state of their own. 

Kurds make up between 7% and 10% of Syria's population. For decades, they 
were suppressed and denied basic rights by President Bashar al-Assad and, 
before him, his father Hafez.

Before the uprising against Mr Assad began in 2011 most Kurds lived in the 
cities of Damascus and Aleppo, and in three northern areas near the Turkish 
border - Afrin in the west, Kobane (Ain al-Arab) in the centre, and Qamishli in 
the east.

When the uprising evolved into a civil war, the main Kurdish parties avoided 
taking sides. In 2012, government forces withdrew from Kurdish areas to 
concentrate on fighting rebel factions elsewhere, and Kurdish militias took 
control in their wake. 

In late 2014, the jihadist group Islamic State (IS) launched an assault on 
Kobane. The battle sparked alarm across the world and a US-led multinational 
coalition against IS intervened by carrying out air strikes. After the militants 
retreated, the Kurds became the coalition's most critical partner on the ground 
in Syria.

The biggest Kurdish militia, the People's Protection Units (YPG), formed an 
alliance with local Arab militias called the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in 
2015. With the help of coalition airpower, weaponry and advisers, SDF fighters 
drove IS out of a quarter of Syria and captured its last pocket of territory in the 
country in March 2019. They also set up an "autonomous administration" to 
govern the region.

Source: BBC, 14.10.19, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49973218

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49973218


Villages and Population Centers in Northwest Syria (BBC 14.10.19)

The area falling within Turkey's "safe zone" is fertile plain that once served 
as Syria's breadbasket. It is dotted with dozens of villages and towns, unlike 
the barren, desert regions to the south. 

When the Turkish offensive began, the UN said the potentially affected area 
included SDF-controlled territory that was home to 2.2 million people, 
including 1.3 million in need of humanitarian assistance, and two 
government-controlled cities where 450,000 people live - Qamishli and 
Hassakeh.
By 13 October, air strikes, shelling and fighting on the ground had 
reportedly killed dozens of civilians and forced more than 150,000 others to 
flee their homes.
The UN said most of the displaced were from the towns of Ras al-Ain and 
Tal Abyad, which were the initial targets of the Turkish assault. 
Some 5,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) living at the Mabruka camp, 
west of Ras al-Ain, had to be evacuated towards Hassakeh city after the 
surrounding area came under artillery fire on 10 October.

.

Source: BBC, 14.10.19, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49973218

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/ocha_syria_flash_update_4_nes_and_humanitarian_impact_13_october.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49973218


Conflict Dynamics involving 
Kurds and Turks in North

22



Kurdish Expansion in Syria

Source: Pencana, Almukhtar, and Lai; New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/10/16/world/middleeast/untangling-the-
overlapping-conflicts-in-the-syrian-war.html.
.
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Kobani has 
been the focal 
point of the 
U.S.-Kurdish
battle with 
ISIS. American 
airstrikes have 
hit more than
1,000 targets 
there, almost 
half of all their 
strikes in
Syria, helping 
the Kurds 
push back ISIS 
in the north.
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Source: Fabrice Balanche, “Rojava's Sustainability and the PKK's Regional Strategy,” PolicyWatch 2680, August 24, 2016 
Washington Instittute for Near East Policyhttps://mail.google.com/_/scs/mail-
static/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.R9ZlbKBqeHM.O/m=m_i,t/am=OotHBjD_7_3BuJYBQFf6SIV573---
VR22OUe_78PiCKvAv9v9v8A_g_2oi0U/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9BDjJG387znTlU-sJjuuWL5oPBhgA, August 25, 2016.

http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/fabrice-balanche
https://mail.google.com/_/scs/mail-static/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.R9ZlbKBqeHM.O/m=m_i,t/am=OotHBjD_7_3BuJYBQFf6SIV573---VR22OUe_78PiCKvAv9v9v8A_g_2oi0U/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9BDjJG387znTlU-sJjuuWL5oPBhgA
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Source: Lead IG for Operation Inherent Resolve, Quarterly report to Congress, January 2016, p. 27, 
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Kurdish (PYD) Expansion in Northern Syria

http://www.dodig.mil/IGInformation/archives/LIG_OCO_OIR_December2015_rev_TAGS.PDF
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Euphrates Valley Irrigation Project
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Battle of Manbij

6.2016 to
8.2016

Population = 
100,000

Source: 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/20
16/06/18/world/middleeast/isis-
control-places-cities.html?_r=0, August 
5, 2016
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Battles of Manbij and Hasakah: Kurds Moving towards Arab 
Rebel Areas and Sensitive Turkish Areas

Source: https://www.google.com/maps/@36.5795694,37.7277141,8z,  22.8.16, 32
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Manbij

ISIS use of 
Human 
Shields

Source: BBC,  
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com/mail/u/0
/#search/map
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552bd, 
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34Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/turkey-launches-operation-against-islamic-state-held-town-on-border/2016/08/24/4983b9d2-b71a-446e-967e-
894bf4b9a845_story.html

Turks Intervene in Battle of Jarablus: 24.8.2016
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Turks Intervene in Battle of Jarablus: 24.8.2016
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Source: Anne 
Barnard, 4 Big 
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Syria’s Future, 
Washington Post, 
15.10.19, 
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2019/10/15/world/
middleeast/syria-
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Syria – Map of Human Needs: End 2018

Source: Human Rights Watch, Rigging the System-Government Policies Co-Opt Aid and Reconstruction Funding in Syria, June 28, 2019, https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/06/28/rigging-
system/government-policies-co-opt-aid-and-reconstruction-funding-Syria.   

https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/06/28/rigging-system/government-policies-co-opt-aid-and-reconstruction-funding-Syria
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ISIS POW Camps in Syria (BBC 14.10.19)

The area around the camps was hit by shells on 13 October as Turkish forces 
advanced, prompting some of the 13,000 residents to flee, it said. SDF 
officials reported that dozens of women and children being held at the 
camps because of suspected links to IS, including British nationals, were 
among those who fled. 

Meanwhile, there were reports of unrest at al-Hol camp, which is about 
60km from the Turkish border and so would not be in Turkey's proposed 
"safe zone". 

Some 68,000 people linked to IS are being detained al-Hol. More than 94% 
of them are women and children, and 11,000 are foreign nationals.

The SDF says it is also holding more than 12,000 men suspected of being IS 
members in seven prisons. At least 4,000 of the prisoners are foreign 
nationals.

Some of the prisons are in areas close to the Turkish border, including Ain 
Issa, Qamishli and Derik. 

On 11 October, the SDF said five IS militants had escaped from a prison in 
Qamishli after Turkish shelling nearby and that a car bomb had exploded 
next to the wall of a prison in Hassakeh, causing damage.

Mr Trump told Mr Erdogan before the offensive that Turkish troops would 
be responsible for securing detained IS fighters in areas they captured. The 
SDF has said its fighters will continue to guard the prisons and camps, but 
there is a concern they could be called away to other areas or be forced to 
flee if attacked.

Source: BBC, 14.10.19, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49973218

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49973218


WP Estimate of Situation as 
of December 10, 2018

Source: By Rick Noack and 
Aaron Steckelberg, What Trump just triggered in Syria, 
visualized, October 17, 2019,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/17/wha
t-trump-just-triggered-syria-visualized/?arc404=tru

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/rick-noack/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/aaron-steckelberg/


DoS Estimate of 
Cuts in ISIS

Influence as 
of November 2018

Source: Carter Malkasian , The Meaning 
of Setbacks in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Prism, Vol 8, No 2, 2019, 
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Journals/PRIS
M/PRISM-8-2/. 

http://ndupress.ndu.edu/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1979772/the-meaning-of-setbacks-in-iraq-and-afghanistan/
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Journals/PRISM/PRISM-8-2/


Zones of Control in Iraq 7 Syria– BBC Estimate 3.9.18

Adapted from 
https://www.google.com/search?
q=Idlib+map&client=firefox-b-
1&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fi
r=SOgpj639TMKBWM%253A%252
CBHs8L4khQiPyVM%252C_&usg=
AFrqEzft_2iN4gJJkfCiQURwS8zjqg
k-
iw&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiyjtnAqq
HdAhWStlMKHVg-
AgMQ9QEwAXoECAIQBA#imgrc=E
7gD8sko1JwM_M:

Idlib
Province 
Map



Zones of Control in Iraq 7 Syria– BBC Estimate 3.9.18

Adapted from Al Jazeera, 
https://www.google.com/search?
q=Idlib+map&client=firefox-b-
1&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fi
r=SOgpj639TMKBWM%253A%252
CBHs8L4khQiPyVM%252C_&usg=
AFrqEzft_2iN4gJJkfCiQURwS8zjqg
k-
iw&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiyjtnAqq
HdAhWStlMKHVg-
AgMQ9QEwAXoECAIQBA#imgrc=S
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Refugee
Locations

in November 
2018

Source: BBC, After the caliphate: What next for IS?, 
27.11.18, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-
45547595.

At least 6.6 million Syrians have been internally displaced, while 
another 5.6 million have fled abroad - more than 3.5 million of 
them have sought refuge in Turkey, and almost one million in 
Lebanon and almost 700,000 in Jordan.

Many Syrians have sought asylum in Europe, with Germany 
taking the greatest number.

In Iraq, the number of displaced people has fallen below 2 
million for the first time since December 2013.

By September 2018 the International Organization for Migration 
estimated nearly four million people had returned home.
But the UN reports that a lack of jobs and destruction of 
property and limited access to services are still preventing many 
people from returning to their homes.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-44660699


The Area of ISIS Control Shrinks: 1/2015-11/2018

Source: BBC, After the caliphate: What next for IS?, 27.11.18, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45547595.

The US military has warned that while the jihadists are "in 
the final throes of their evil ambitions" they are "not yet 
defeated". 
Between 1,500 and 2,000 militants are estimated to be 
holed up inside the area around the Syrian town of Hajin, 
in the Middle Euphrates River Valley, where the US says it 
has witnessed some of the most intense fighting in more 
than a year.
One recent US report said there were still as many 14,000 
IS militants in Syria and as many as 17,100 militants in 
Iraq, where they no longer fully control any territory.
UN experts meanwhile estimate that there are between 
3,000 and 4,000 IS militants in Libya and about 4,000 in 
Afghanistan. The group also has a presence in South-East 
Asia, West Africa, Egypt's Sinai peninsula, Yemen, Somalia 
and the Sahel.
In Iraq and Syria many militants have shifted tactics and 
returned to their insurgent roots, carrying out bombings, 
assassinations and kidnappings while attempting to 
rebuild their networks.
Individuals inspired by the group's ideology continue to 
carry out attacks in Europe and elsewhere.
The New York-based strategic intelligence group the 
Soufan Center carried out a study in October 2017 which 
estimated that about 5,600 IS fighters had returned home
to 33 countries around the world. 
The greatest number, about 900, had returned to Turkey. 
About 1,200 had returned to the European Union -
including 425 to the UK, and about 300 each to Germany 
and France. 
Hundreds of other foreign fighters are being held by the 
SDF in Kurdish-controlled north-eastern Syria. The US has 
called other countries to take back their own nationals for 
prosecution.

https://dod.defense.gov/News/Transcripts/Transcript-View/Article/1652337/combined-joint-task-force-operation-inherent-resolve-press-briefing-by-col-ryan/
https://dod.defense.gov/News/Transcripts/Transcript-View/Article/1689611/combined-joint-task-force-operation-inherent-resolve-press-briefing-by-uk-army/
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Aug/15/2001954780/-1/-1/1/FY2018_LIG_OCO_OIR3_JUN2018_508.PDF
https://undocs.org/en/S/2018/770
http://thesoufancenter.org/research/beyond-caliphate/


ISIS Losses: 5/1/2015-8/1/2018

Source: BBC, Islamic State and the crisis in Iraq and Syria in maps. 28.3.2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034.



Coalition Air Strikes Density: 8/2015-11/2018

Source: BBC, After the caliphate: What next for IS?, 27.11.18, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45547595.



Zones of Control in Iraq 7 Syria– BBC Estimate 3.9.18

Adapted from 
https://www.bbc.com/news/worl
d-middle-east-45407401

Syria-Iraq 
Zones of 
Control
(BBC Estimate 
September 4, 2018)

The UN has warned that an attack on 
Idlib, where 2.9 million people live, "will 
overwhelm capacities and has the 
potential to create a humanitarian 
emergency at a scale not yet seen 
through this crisis".
It estimates that as many as 800,000 
people could be displaced and that the 
number of people in need of aid, which 
is already high, could increase 
dramatically.



U.S., Russian, 
and

Iranian 
Deployments

in Syria,
as of April 2018

Source: Gibbons-
Neff, The U.S. Has 
Troops in Syria. So 
Do the
Russians and 
Iranians. Here’s 
Where.
New York Tines, 
11.4.18, 
https://www.nytim
es.com/interactive/
2019/10/15/world/
middleeast/syria-
turkey.html



ISIS Zones in 2018 – AP Estimate 3.9.18

Adapted from Phillip Issa, The looming final battle for Syria’s rebels: A look at what’s ahead, The Associated Press, 
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2018/08/31/the-looming-final-battle-for-syrias-rebels-a-look-at-whats-
ahead/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ebb%209/4/18&utm_term=Editorial%20-%20Early%20Bird%20Brief 

https://www.militarytimes.com/author/philip-issa




Force Alignments: 23/3/2018

Source: BBC, Islamic State and the crisis in Iraq and Syria in maps. 28.3.2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034.



Coalition Air Strikes on ISIS: 8/2015-26/3/2018

Source: BBC, After the caliphate: What next for IS?, 27.11.18, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45547595.

The US-led coalition, which included 
forces from Australia, Bahrain, France, 
Jordan, the Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, 
Turkey, United Arab Emirates and the 
UK, began launching air strikes against 
IS targets in Iraq in August 2014. The 
coalition's Syrian air campaign began a 
month later. 
Since then aircraft deployed as part of 
the coalition's Operation Inherent 
Resolve have carried out more than 
13,400 air strikes in Iraq and more than 
16,100 in Syria. 
Russia is not part of the coalition, but 
its jets began air strikes against what it 
called "terrorists" in Syria in September 
2015 to bolster the government of 
President Assad.
The Russian defence ministry reported 
in August 2018 that its forces had flown 
39,000 sorties in Syria since 2015, 
destroying 121,000 "terrorist targets" 
and killing more than 5,200 members of 
IS.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-45284121


Density of Airstrikes: 5/1/2015-28/3/2018

Source: BBC, Islamic State and the crisis in Iraq and Syria in maps. 28.3.2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034.



Destination of Syrian Refugees as of February 2018

Source: BBC, Islamic State and the crisis in Iraq and Syria in maps. 28.3.2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034.



Situation as of March 5, 2017

Source: By Rick Noack and 
Aaron Steckelberg, What Trump just triggered in Syria, 
visualized, October 17, 2019,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/17/wha
t-trump-just-triggered-syria-visualized/?arc404=tru

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/rick-noack/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/aaron-steckelberg/


Primary Sunni Extremist Operating Areas in 2017

Source: BBC, Islamic State and the crisis in Iraq and Syria in maps. 28.3.2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034.

By August 2016, IS was reported to 
be operational in 18 countries 
across the world, including 

Afghanistan and Pakistan, according 
to evidence seen by the US National 
Counterterrorism Center. It also 
found signs of what it called 
"aspiring branches" in Mali, Egypt, 
Somalia, Bangladesh, Indonesia and 
the Philippines. 

Since 2016, IS has claimed attacks in 
a number of countries, including 
Egypt, Turkey, Indonesia, France, 
Belgium, Germany, the US, Finland 
and Bangladesh. In 2017, IS claimed 
to be behind at least two attacks in 
the UK.

https://www.nctc.gov/


Estimated Nationalities of Foreign fighters in 2017

Source: BBC, Islamic State and the crisis in Iraq and Syria in maps. 28.3.2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034.



Situation as of March 5, 2016

Source: By Rick Noack and 
Aaron Steckelberg, What Trump just triggered in Syria, 
visualized, October 17, 2019,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/17/wha
t-trump-just-triggered-syria-visualized/?arc404=tru

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/rick-noack/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/aaron-steckelberg/


Islamic State Revenues: 2014-2016

Source: BBC, Islamic State and the crisis in Iraq and Syria in maps. 28.3.2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034.
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in January 

2015

Source: BBC, After the caliphate: What 
next for IS?, 27.11.18, 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
middle-east-45547595.



Situation as of October 2015

Source: By Rick Noack and 
Aaron Steckelberg, What Trump just triggered in Syria, 
visualized, October 17, 2019,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/17/wha
t-trump-just-triggered-syria-visualized/?arc404=tru

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/rick-noack/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/aaron-steckelberg/


Situation as of September 2013

Source: By Rick Noack and 
Aaron Steckelberg, What Trump just triggered in Syria, 
visualized, October 17, 2019,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/17/wha
t-trump-just-triggered-syria-visualized/?arc404=tru

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/rick-noack/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/aaron-steckelberg/
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The Russian Build 
Up: 10/2015 - II

68

Source: Washington Post, October 4, 2014, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/
europe/russias-military-is-unlikely-to-turn-
the-tide-in-syrias-
war/2015/10/03/1b9fff04-686a-11e5-
bdb6-6861f4521205_story.html

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/russias-military-is-unlikely-to-turn-the-tide-in-syrias-war/2015/10/03/1b9fff04-686a-11e5-bdb6-6861f4521205_story.html
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Source: Ishaan Tharoor, “Why 
Russia’s Syria war is bad news 
for the U.S. (and why it isn’t)
,”https://www.washingtonpost.
com/news/worldviews/wp/201
5/09/30/why-russias-syria-war-
is-bad-news-for-the-u-s-and-
why-it-isnt/



Source: Lead IG for Operation Inherent Resolve, Quarterly report to Congress, January 2016, p. 27, 
http://www.dodig.mil/IGInformation/archives/LIG_OCO_OIR_December2015_rev_TAGS.PDF. . 70

Range and Impact of Russian S-400 SAM in Syria

Russia’s introduction of the S-400 
Triumph weapons system in Syria near 
Latakia, confirmed by CJTF-OIR officials on 
December 2, poses additional risk 
to U.S. and coalition forces in the airspace 
over the battlefield in Syria.
The  S-400 is a mobile surface-to-air defense 
missile system with long-range strike 
capability of about 400 kilometers. See 
Figure 4 for key cities and airspace 
positions in full range of the missiles. 
In December, CJTF
-
OIR reported that Russia’s SA- 17 air-
defense radar system  is located in Aleppo, 
but its location was not influencing coalition 
airstrikes.

CJTF-OIR officials repeatedly denied that the 
deployment of these advanced 
systems had any effect on the U.S. air 
mission.

DoD reported that, over a 27-day span 
during December 5–31, the coalition 
conducted 172 airstrikes in Syria (6.37 per 
day). The month prior, during 
November 7–27, it conducted 185 strikes 
(8.01 per day).

http://www.dodig.mil/IGInformation/archives/LIG_OCO_OIR_December2015_rev_TAGS.PDF


Source: ISW, Russia Advances its Integrated Air Defense System (IADS) in Syria, Chris Harmer and Kathleen Weinberger,, https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/157d218df9b05973. 71

Range and Impact of Russian S-300 and S-400 SAM in Syria

On 03 OCT the Russian military deployed the S-300 
(NATO reporting name: SA-23) air defense system to 
the Syrian naval base in Tartus. Russian forces already 
operate the S-400 (NATO reporting name SA-21 
Growler) long-range air defense system, which has a 
claimed range of 400km, as well as the S-200 (SA-5 
Gammon), in Syria. Russia also operates a number of 
short-range air defense systems, including the Pantsir-
S1 and Buk missile systems, as well as the naval version 
of the S-300 a Slava-class guided missile cruiser in the 
Mediterranean. In addition to the IADS, Syrian forces 
operate the Bastion coastal defense system out of 
Tartus. 

Now that the Russian IADS in Syria is deployed and 
presumably fully functional, it changes the regional 
security situation in two ways. First, it confirms that 
the ongoing Russian deployment of disparate missile 
systems to Syria over the past year always intended to 
culminate in a fully functional IADS, rather than 
individual missile systems in different locations. SAM 
systems in the S-300 family (including the S-400) are 
designed to be both forwards and backwards 
compatible, which means that their component parts -
command and control modules, search and fire control 
radars, missile launchers and missiles - may be used in 
different combinations. 

Second, this deployable and road mobile IADS solely 
aims to threaten US and coalition aircraft and deter 
further involvement or escalation of coalition 
operations.. The only purpose of this IADS is to 
pressure US and coalition policy makers to cede the 
majority of Syrian airspace to Russian and Syrian 
aircraft in order to continue their campaign of 
targeting civilian populations for destruction or 
depopulation, as evidenced by recent Russian threats 
to shoot down U.S. coalition aircraft. This 
expeditionary, modular, and mobile Russian IADS is a 
significant upgrade over the legacy Syrian IADS. The 
component parts of the Syrian IADS were largely fixed, 
difficult if not impossible to move, and highly 
dependent on centralized command and control as 
well as external long range radar cuing. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/


Source:: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/russian-air-defense-raises-stakes-of-us-confrontation-in-syria/2016/10/17/85c89220-948c-
11e6-bb29-bf2701dbe0a3_story.html, 16.10,.16 72

Russian Air 
Defenses in 

Syria: WP Map 
of 6.10.16

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/russian-air-defense-raises-stakes-of-us-confrontation-in-syria/2016/10/17/85c89220-948c-11e6-bb29-bf2701dbe0a3_story.html


High Confidence 
Locations of 
Russian and 
Coalition Air 

Strikes

Source: Washington 
Post, Mapped: Russian 
vs. U.S. airstrikes in 
Syria, 
https://www.washingt
onpost.com/news/che
ckpoint/wp/2015/10/1
3/mapped-russian-vs-
u-s-airstrikes-in-syria/

73



Air Campaign: New 
Patterns in Air 

Strikes 
December 3 to 
February 23rd

Source: 
http://www.bbc.com/news/worl
d-middle-east-27838034
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Source: SW, 
http://www.und
erstandingwar.o
rg/backgrounde
r/russian-
airstrikes-syria-
july-14-august-
9-2016
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Source: ISW, https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/map/156c2e29103a8a70
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Source: adapted from BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-37093854
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Russian Expansion of Activity: August 2016
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• Tu-22M3 bombers and Su-34 
attack fighters fly out of Iran 
(8.19)

• Targets were hit in Aleppo, 
Idlib and Deir al-Zour 
provinces. Local groups said 27 
civilians had died. 

• Two ships from Black Sea Fleet 
--Zelyony Dol and Serpukhov --
fired three Kaliber cruise 
missiles from off the coast of 
Syria in the eastern 
Mediterranean (19.8)

• Talks stall on all levels from 
humanitarian to settlement.

• Syrian fighters bomb U.S. 
supported Kurdish forces (?) 
(8.19)

• Saleh says he and Houthi may 
invite Russians to aid ,them in 
Yemen (?) (8.21)
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Zones of 
Al Nusra 
or
Jabhat 
Fateh al-
Sham “the 
Front for 
the 
Conquest 
of the 
Levant.” 
Activity in 
Syria: 

18 July 
2016

Source: WINEP, 
Juy 29,2016, 
https://mail.goo
gle.com/mail/u/
0/#search/map/
156388e63cfd32
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12-18 August 2016

https://twitter.com/fatahalsham


ISW Estimate of Russian air Strikes at Time of Failed 
Ceasefire: September 12-19, 2016 

Source:: ISW, Genevieve Casagrande, Syria Analyst and the ISW Syria Team, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/map/1574e8a532c9826e?projector=1. 79

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QwBetvjzlUTq4HXxe5LcmQnb7YBFlavM1YpT_Zgs9gdcmGBi9OSVGDzPfr0i16QOPkOwJ5uWcozkiUZRe0hAND-1OCy3W0Zsk5-0lianh5v3Tc3eTYTiC-uvS5A4qwvlIGk7Pmbw_uOQaKGkxd-ag0a_J21NkJmtuOxtLS-kKxtAK9_onQ272O9oMdNpqWtPwV1xptR8yMOcLV01i4BfNyxUs1xrlRQmPCHzUNTv-U420PIYeojJTUle3uMPiDR9zxcNvZSxC_e3AGumvMA77w3oToE0c7warh8oxAwUNm-3EtWpqrDUOEMg3iKimcVtgso8XScFQg48s4RK98D5xoAgLzaJu7687KBPPXnJBnBZVZ8QNEuNRQQkbRLZRF-rhhKUXHthZVnEQAUvI07IY4iF8ZYqghaofRdqtfsgH_osTED9SDEZM53zcTYUZVVH3X_hPzSgOg4aYfgtcz3SgZNi4lrLC7C8FrssntNSAXOJMv2la0vNNQiT7fzBUQ8SOpVhoOoynwcCIqjsRRjBjiWcIOdpX38ayPDHhPDw2M_g_vHscC15fg==&c=Tx48zrl38QVxVtAkoNfVvtM8UZhKbcS6qmS3I9lv0UqXp0XmkYVzFQ==&ch=eFOjfM_71m22OpZadFYR3TlBMQs7xa18N2hvxa7yrV2QTghlw0vEgg==


Source: ISW, 
https://mail.goo
gle.com/mail/u/
0/#inbox/157c2
a7b173596f2?pr
ojector=1
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Source: ISW, 
https://mail.goo
gle.com/mail/u/
0/#search/map/
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2016?utm_source=Syria+Situation+Report%3A+October+13+-+20%2C+2016&utm_campaign=Syria+Situation+Report%3A+October+13+-
+20%2C+2016&utm_medium=email
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ISW Estimate as of October 11, 2016



ISA:Russian Retargeting of Civilians: Pre and Post Al Qaida 
Hama Offensive - I

Source: ISW, http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2017/10/russia-renews-targeting
civilians.html?utm_source=Russia+Renews+Targeting+Civilians%3A+August+14+-
+October+7%2C+2017&utm_campaign=Russia+Renews+Targeting+Civilians%3A+August+14+%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%93+October+7%2C+2017&utm_medi
um=email
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Russia renewed its violent, indiscriminate air campaign against civilians in Western Syria in order to coerce groups opposed to the Bashar al-Assad regime to accept a ceasefire or ‘de-escalation zone’ in 
Idlib Province. Russia shifted its air campaign to target rebel-held terrain in Idlib and Hama Provinces following an offensive launched by Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) – the successor of Syrian al Qaeda 
affiliate Jabhat Fatah al-Sham – in Northern Hama Province on September 19. The Russian Ministry of Defense launched an immediate disinformation operation to present this shift in its air campaign 
as a legitimate series of strikes against extremist groups attempting to disrupt a ‘de-escalation zone’ in Idlib Province brokered by Russia, Turkey, and Iran on September 15. Russia nonetheless 
mounted a systematic campaign of airstrikes against civilian infrastructure – including hospitals, schools, power stations, and mosques – as well as former U.S.-backed rebel groups unaffiliated with 
HTS or al Qaeda. The strikes marked a return to the widespread punitive air campaigns Russia previously directed against opposition-held terrain across Western Syria. Russia also employed advanced 
weapons systems to further inflict violence against Idlib Province under the guise of counter-terrorism operations. The Russian Black Sea Fleet’s Permanent Mediterranean Task Force launched Kalibr
cruise missiles targeting Ma’arat al-Numan in Southern Idlib Province on September 22. Russia Tu-95MS ‘Bear’ strategic bombers later launched Kh-101 cruise missiles targeting the outskirts of Idlib
City on September 26. Russia’s deliberate use of violence against civilians precludes any legitimate, Russian-enforced ‘de-escalation’ zone in Idlib Province. 

Russia also leveraged its ongoing air campaign to co-opt Turkey away from the U.S. and NATO in order to further set conditions for the planned ‘de-escalation zone’ in Idlib. Russia concentrated its 
airstrikes in areas of Western Idlib Province along the Syrian-Turkish Border from September 25 - 30. The Russian Air Force likely sought to interdict the movement of HTS and opposition forces ahead 
of a Turkish Armed Force (TSK) deployment into Idlib by targeting rebel-held areas connecting Western Aleppo Province to the Bab al-Hawa Border Crossing on the Syrian-Turkish Border as well as key 
supply routes around Idlib City. Turkish President Recep Erdogan subsequently announced the start of cross-border operations to implement the Idlib ‘de-escalation zone’ on October 7. Erdogan stated 
that Russia would support his intervention. The TSK began deployments to observation positions in Northern Idlib Province near the majority-Kurdish Afrin Canton on October 12 following earlier 
reconnaissance missions. Russia likely perceives an opportunity to exploit widening diplomatic fissures between the U.S. and Turkey. Russia could thus attempt to use the ‘de-escalation zone’ to 
compel Turkey into deeper – albeit temporary – cooperation with Russia in Northwestern Syria at the expense of the United States.

The graphic depicts ISW’s assessment of Russian airstrike locations based on reports from local Syrian activist networks, statements by Russian and Western officials, and documentation of Russian 
airstrikes through social media. This map represents locations targeted by Russia’s air campaign, rather than the number of individual strikes or sorties. The graphic likely under-represents the extent of 
the locations targeted in Eastern Syria, owing to a relative lack of activist reporting from that region.

http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2017/10/russia-renews-targeting
http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2017/04/russias-unrelenting-attacks-on-syrian.html
https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/173732
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-idlib/opposition-says-150-civilians-killed-in-russian-syrian-raids-on-idlib-idUSKCN1C233O
https://apnews.com/3598029e2f664412ab52505393befcc2/Clashes-between-troops-and-IS-intensify-in-central-Syria
http://www.all4syria.info/Archive/443002
https://www.facebook.com/HalabTodayTV/videos/1938167172867378/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-idlib/russia-syria-intensify-bombing-of-rebel-held-idlib-witnesses-say-idUSKCN1BZ0NX
http://sn4hr.org/blog/2017/09/20/suspected-russian-forces-shelled-abu-bakr-al-siddiq-mosque-jerjnaz-town-idlib-governorate-september-20/
http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2017/10/moscow-presses-in-mediterranean.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ma%60arat+al-Nu%60man,+Syria/@35.6491206,36.646129,13.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x1524f9768c985b59:0x2829bde238d93718!8m2!3d35.6479869!4d36.6795425
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/turkey-president-announces-operation-in-northern-syria/2017/10/07/60a6d244-ab43-11e7-9a98-07140d2eed02_story.html?utm_term=.3bfccdefe79f
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-turkey/first-turkish-military-convoy-enters-syrias-idlib-idUSKBN1CH31K


ISA: Russian Retargeting of Civilians: Post Al Qaida Hama 
Offensive - II

Source: ISW, http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2017/10/russia-renews-targeting
civilians.html?utm_source=Russia+Renews+Targeting+Civilians%3A+August+14+-
+October+7%2C+2017&utm_campaign=Russia+Renews+Targeting+Civilians%3A+August+14+%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%93+October+7%2C+2017&utm_medi
um=email
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Syria Casualty Estimates: 2011-2016

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualties_of_the_Syrian_Civil_War

Estimates of deaths in the Syrian Civil War, per opposition activist groups, vary between 301,781[1] and 
470,000.[2] On 23 April 2016, the United Nations and Arab League Envoy to Syria put out an estimate of 
400,000 that had died in the war.[3]

UNICEF reported that over 500 children had been killed by early February 2012.[4][5] Another 400 
children were reportedly arrested and tortured in Syrian prisons.[6][7] Both claims have been contested 
by the Syrian government.[8] Additionally, over 600 detainees and political prisoners died under 
torture.[9] The United Nations stated that by the end of April 2014, 8,803 children had been killed,[10]

while the Oxford Research Group said that a total of 11,420 children died in the conflict by late 
November 2013.[11] By mid-September 2016, the opposition activist group Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights (SOHR) reported the number of children killed in the conflict had risen to 15,099, while at 
the same time 10,018 women were also killed.[1]

The number of fatalities in the conflict, according to the Syrian opposition website Syrian Martyrs, is 
151,888, updated to 30 April 2016.[12] The number includes 35,859 rebels but does not include 
members of the government security forces or pro-government foreign combatants who have died.[13]

The Syrian Martyrs number of civilian deaths is significantly higher than the ones presented by other 
organizations, including the UN, one reason being they record deaths even when no name is given for 
the reportedly killed individual.[14]

Other estimates range from 292,815 to 470,000. All of the following totals include civilians, rebels and 
government forces:

Source                                                      Casualties                                  Time period
Syrian Centre for Policy Research 470,000 killed[2] 15 March 2011 – 11 February 2016 UN and Arab 

League Envoy to Syria 400,000 killed[3] 15 March 2011 – 23 April 2016 Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights 301,781–422,317 killed[1] 15 March 2011 – 12 September 2016
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Syria Casualty Estimates: 2011-2016

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualties_of_the_Syrian_Civil_War

The following figures were all compiled by the SOHR which is considered 
an authoritative source on the matter.[24] The figures are only for 
documented deaths, while the SOHR estimates another 120,500 
undocumented deaths had occurred.
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Syria Casualty Estimates: 2011-2013

Source: 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/55/Deaths_per_week_during_the_syrian_ci
vil_war_%28October_2013%29.png
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Syria Casualty Estimates: 2014-2016

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualties_of_the_Syrian_Civil_War#/media/File: 
Fatalities_in_the_Syrian_civil_war_(SOHR).png
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The Nation-Building Nightmare in Syria: September 2016
• Population down from 22-24 million to 17.1 million, median age 23.8

• Estimates of dead range from some 270,000 to 470,000

• UNHCR estimates in July 2016 that Syria had 4.8 million refugees out the country – roughly 22% of its prewar population --
and 6.5 million people – over one-third of its present population -- displaced away from their homes and jobs inside Syria. 

• 13.5 million need protection. 12.1 million people are in need of humanitarian aid, including 5.7 million children.11.5 million 
lack of access to health care and scarcity of medicine have led to a catastrophic health situation. Poor food availability and 
quality and successive cuts in subsidies on bread have exacerbated nutritional deprivation. An estimated 25 percent of 
schools were not operational by 2014.

• No reliable summary of how badly the  economy has suffered since 2011, but the CIA estimates that Syria’s GDP shrank from 
an already very low  $97.5 billion in 2012 to $55.8 billion in 2014, and per capita income was only $5,100 in 2010 – before 
the fighting began. This drop, instead of growth, ranked Syria as 219th of the world’s nations. Unemployment reached 
57.7% in 2014, and 82.5% of the population lived below the poverty line by then – putting Syria at a rank of 202nd, and at 
the near bottom of the world’s nations. 

• OCHA estimates that Syria's development situation has regressed almost by four decades. Four out of five Syrians now live 
in poverty. Since the crisis began in 2011, life expectancy among Syrians has dropped by more than 20 years, while school 
attendance has dropped over 50 per cent, with more than 2 million children now out of school. Syria has also seen reversals 
in all 12 Millennium Development Goal indicators. The Syrian economy has contracted by an estimated 40 per cent since 
2011, leading to the majority of Syrians losing their livelihoods.

• Turkey hosts over 2.7 million registered Syrians. In Lebanon, more than a million registered Syrians live in over 1,700 
communities and locations across the country, often sharing small basic lodgings with other refugee families in 
overcrowded conditions. In Jordan, over 600,000 men, women and children are currently trapped in exile. Iraq has also 
seen a growing number of Syrians arriving, hosting nearly 25,000, while in Egypt UNHCR.

• In 2009, 94 per cent of Syrian children attended primary and lower secondary education, by June 2016 only 60 per cent of 
children were in school in Syria, leaving 2.1 million children and adolescents without access to education in Syria. In 
neighboring countries, over 4.8 million Syrian refugees are registered with UNHCR, and 35 per cent are of school-age. In 
Turkey, only 39 per cent of school-age refugee children and adolescents were enrolled in primary and secondary education, 
40 per cent in Lebanon, and 70 per cent in Jordan. This means that nearly 900,000 more  Syrian school-age refugee children 
and adolescents are not in school.

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/registration.html
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Syria Casualty Estimates: 2011-2016

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualties_of_the_Syrian_Civil_War

Estimates of deaths in the Syrian Civil War, per opposition activist groups, vary between 301,781[1] and 
470,000.[2] On 23 April 2016, the United Nations and Arab League Envoy to Syria put out an estimate of 
400,000 that had died in the war.[3]

UNICEF reported that over 500 children had been killed by early February 2012.[4][5] Another 400 
children were reportedly arrested and tortured in Syrian prisons.[6][7] Both claims have been contested 
by the Syrian government.[8] Additionally, over 600 detainees and political prisoners died under 
torture.[9] The United Nations stated that by the end of April 2014, 8,803 children had been killed,[10]

while the Oxford Research Group said that a total of 11,420 children died in the conflict by late 
November 2013.[11] By mid-September 2016, the opposition activist group Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights (SOHR) reported the number of children killed in the conflict had risen to 15,099, while at 
the same time 10,018 women were also killed.[1]

The number of fatalities in the conflict, according to the Syrian opposition website Syrian Martyrs, is 
151,888, updated to 30 April 2016.[12] The number includes 35,859 rebels but does not include 
members of the government security forces or pro-government foreign combatants who have died.[13]

The Syrian Martyrs number of civilian deaths is significantly higher than the ones presented by other 
organizations, including the UN, one reason being they record deaths even when no name is given for 
the reportedly killed individual.[14]

Other estimates range from 292,815 to 470,000. All of the following totals include civilians, rebels and 
government forces:

Source                                                      Casualties                                  Time period
Syrian Centre for Policy Research 470,000 killed[2] 15 March 2011 – 11 February 2016 UN and Arab 

League Envoy to Syria 400,000 killed[3] 15 March 2011 – 23 April 2016 Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights 301,781–422,317 killed[1] 15 March 2011 – 12 September 2016
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The Nation-Building Nightmare in Syria: September 2016
• Population down from 22-24 million to 17.1 million, median age 23.8

• Estimates of dead range from some 270,000 to 470,000

• UNHCR estimates in July 2016 that Syria had 4.8 million refugees out the country – roughly 22% of its prewar population --
and 6.5 million people – over one-third of its present population -- displaced away from their homes and jobs inside Syria. 

• 13.5 million need protection. 12.1 million people are in need of humanitarian aid, including 5.7 million children.11.5 million 
lack of access to health care and scarcity of medicine have led to a catastrophic health situation. Poor food availability and 
quality and successive cuts in subsidies on bread have exacerbated nutritional deprivation. An estimated 25 percent of 
schools were not operational by 2014.

• No reliable summary of how badly the  economy has suffered since 2011, but the CIA estimates that Syria’s GDP shrank from 
an already very low  $97.5 billion in 2012 to $55.8 billion in 2014, and per capita income was only $5,100 in 2010 – before 
the fighting began. This drop, instead of growth, ranked Syria as 219th of the world’s nations. Unemployment reached 
57.7% in 2014, and 82.5% of the population lived below the poverty line by then – putting Syria at a rank of 202nd, and at 
the near bottom of the world’s nations. 

• OCHA estimates that Syria's development situation has regressed almost by four decades. Four out of five Syrians now live 
in poverty. Since the crisis began in 2011, life expectancy among Syrians has dropped by more than 20 years, while school 
attendance has dropped over 50 per cent, with more than 2 million children now out of school. Syria has also seen reversals 
in all 12 Millennium Development Goal indicators. The Syrian economy has contracted by an estimated 40 per cent since 
2011, leading to the majority of Syrians losing their livelihoods.

• Turkey hosts over 2.7 million registered Syrians. In Lebanon, more than a million registered Syrians live in over 1,700 
communities and locations across the country, often sharing small basic lodgings with other refugee families in 
overcrowded conditions. In Jordan, over 600,000 men, women and children are currently trapped in exile. Iraq has also 
seen a growing number of Syrians arriving, hosting nearly 25,000, while in Egypt UNHCR.

• In 2009, 94 per cent of Syrian children attended primary and lower secondary education, by June 2016 only 60 per cent of 
children were in school in Syria, leaving 2.1 million children and adolescents without access to education in Syria. In 
neighboring countries, over 4.8 million Syrian refugees are registered with UNHCR, and 35 per cent are of school-age. In 
Turkey, only 39 per cent of school-age refugee children and adolescents were enrolled in primary and secondary education, 
40 per cent in Lebanon, and 70 per cent in Jordan. This means that nearly 900,000 more  Syrian school-age refugee children 
and adolescents are not in school.

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/registration.html


BBC: Casualty Guesstimate, January 8, 2018

Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034, January 15, 2018
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• Exact numbers of casualties from the conflict with IS are not available. 

• The UN says at least 3,298 civilians were killed in acts of violence in Iraq in 2017, 
fewer than the 2016 total of 6,878 - although the true figure is likely to be higher as 
the organisation has been unable to verify some reports of casualties in the Mosul 
area. 

• According to Iraq Body Count, the total number of civilian deaths in Iraq since 2014 
stood at 67,376 up to the end of December 2017. The annual number of casualties 
has decreased slightly each year since 2014, from a high of 20,218 in that year to 
13,187 last year.

• The UN no longer keeps track of casualty figures in Syria due to the inaccessibility 
of many areas and the conflicting reports from the various parties to the war there. 

• The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a UK-based monitoring group, reported 
in December 2017 that it had documented the deaths of more than 346,600 
people, including 103,490 civilians, since the uprising against President Bashar al-
Assad began March 2011. But it noted that the figure did not include 56,900 people 
who were missing and presumed dead.
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Source: Adapted from University of Texas,  www.lib.utexas.edu
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Population Density: Syria and Iraq
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http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/syria.html


The Civil Side: Demographics

96Source: United States Census Bureau, International Data Base, Accessed September 2016. 
http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php
.

• Iraq grew 4.5 times between 1950 and 2016. Syria grew 4.9 times

http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php


The Civil Side: Massive Demographic Pressure

Source: United States Census Bureau, International Data Base, Accessed September 2016. 
http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php
.

MENA     1950    1960   1970   1980   1990   2000    2010    2020    2030    2040   2050
in
Millions    81.8 105.5    137.6   184.7   252.5    310.4   376.9 420.1     520.7     581.3   635.8

• MENA Growth in 1950-2010 was 4.5 times.
• Egypt grew 4.5 times between 1950 and 2016.
• Iraq grew 7.4 times
• Libya grew 6.8 times
• Syria grew 4.9 times
• Yemen grew 5.7 times

• Projected MENA Growth in 2010-2015 is 59%.
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The Civil Side: Demographics by Country

Source: United States Census Bureau, International Data Base, Accessed April 2015. 
http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php
. 98
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The Civil Side: Youth Bulge

Source: Central Intelligence Agency, World Factbook 2014, Accessed April 2014, 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ .
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The Civil Side: Corruption

Source: Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index, Accessed February, 2016. http://www.transparency.org/cpi2015/#results-table

Corruption breeds anger and extremism: See Syria, Yemen, Libya, Iraq and 
Afghanistan
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The Civil Side: Governance
Failed governance leads to violence and extremism, or civil conflict. 
Authoritarianism and repression do not suppress them, simply bottle them 
up until they explode.
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The Kurdish Issue
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The Broader “Kurdish Problem”

Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, 
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 16 
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The Broader Kurdish Issue: 2017

Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/06/21/the-quest-for-an-independent-kurdistan-enters-a-new-
phase/?utm_term=.0d60d6fcf769 10410/18/21



KRG Zone of Control: Pre-ISIS

Source: WP, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/iraqi-forces-take-back-sinjar-in-latest-effort-to-roll-back-kurdish-gains-of-the-past-
years/2017/10/17/61032770-b30d-11e7-9e58-e6288544af98_story.html?utm_term=.b7233a4bb47e, , October 16, 2017
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Broader Ethnic and Sectarian 
Divisions
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Syrian 
Demographics

Source: Anne 
Barnard, 4 Big 
Questions About 
Syria’s Future, 
Washington Post, 
15.10.19, 
https://www.nytim
es.com/interactive/
2019/10/15/world/
middleeast/syria-
turkey.html



The Syrian Ethnic Nightmare – Pre 2011

Source: Gulf 2000, 
https://www.google.com/search?q=Population+density+map+Iraq+and+syria&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjE0bWy2LnOAhX
BPCYKHYsrCnoQsAQIHQ&biw=1307&bih=912#imgdii=pl5o89pRKnk_hM%3A%3Bpl5o89pRKnk_hM%3A%3BRK-
qt8HcIn4MuM%3A&imgrc=pl5o89pRKnk_hM%3A. 
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Ethnic Divisions in MENA
Source: gulf2000.columbia.edu; 
https://www.google.com/searc
h?q=Population+density+map+o
f+MENA+region&tbm=isch&imgi
l=pl5o89pRKnk_hM%253A%253
B5YCjfhMj-
iyu8M%253Bhttp%25253A%252
52F%25252Fgulf2000.columbia.e
du%25252Fmaps.shtml&source=
iu&pf=m&fir=pl5o89pRKnk_hM
%253A%252C5YCjfhMj-
iyu8M%252C_&biw=1430&bih=9
53&usg=__gzSbz4AA_tCEor43fQ
K7UMeybaE%3D&ved=0ahUKEw
jhyMi0it7KAhXIth4KHfi8DrYQyjc
IKQ&ei=NkCzVuHVKMjtevj5urAL
#imgrc=pl5o89pRKnk_hM%3A&
usg=__gzSbz4AA_tCEor43fQK7U
MeybaE%3D



Sectarian Divisions in MENA

110http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/01/04/world/middleeast/sunni-shiite-map-middle-east-iran-saudi-arabia.html?_r=0
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Iraq and Syria Sunni Dominated Areas: 2017

Source: Washington Post, http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/world/2016/11/23/isis-a-catastrophe-for-
sunnis/?utm_term=.a8a5335e94c2 111



Syrian Oil and Gas
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EIA Map of 
Syrian Energy 
Infrastructure

113
Source: EIA: Syria: Country Analysis, https://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis_includes/countries_long/Syria/syria.pdf.  

https://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis_includes/countries_long/Syria/syria.pdf


Syrian Energy Resources

Source: EIA: Syria: Country Analysis, https://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis_includes/countries_long/Syria/syria.pdf.  
114

Damage to energy infrastructure—including oil and natural gas pipelines 
and electricity transmission networks—hindered the exploration, 
development, production, and transport of the country's energy resources. 
Syria, previously the eastern Mediterranean's leading oil and natural gas 
producer, has seen its production fall to a fraction of pre-conflict levels. 
Syria is no longer able to export oil, and as a result, government revenues 
from the energy sector have fallen significantly. Prior to the current 
conflict, when Syria produced 383,000 barrels per day (b/d) of oil and 316 
million cubic feet per day (Mmcf/d) of natural gas, Syria's oil and gas sector 
accounted for approximately one fourth of government revenues.Syria
faces major challenges in supplying fuel oil to its citizens. Electricity service 
in much of the country is sporadic as a result of fighting between 
government, opposition forces and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). 
Further, the exploration and development of the country's oil and natural 
gas resources have been delayed indefinitely. Nevertheless, even if the 
fighting were to subside, it would take years for the Syrian domestic 
energy system to return to pre-conflict operating status.

https://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis_includes/countries_long/Syria/syria.pdf


Source: http://energy-cg.com/MiddleEast/Syria/Syria_Turkey_Kurds_USBasesLocationsReportedKurdArea_Image1x1_Oct19_EnergyConsutlingGroup_web.png





Source: http://energy-cg.com/MiddleEast/Syria/Syria_GasPerform_Oct17_EnergyConsutlingGroup_web.png



Historical Background
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Sykes-Picot 1916

Source: Washington Post,20/10/17, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/10/21/the-history-of-mosul-in-five-
maps/?utm_term=.b72a7e8c8fd0.  
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Turkish Claims 1920

Source: Washington Post,20/10/17, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/10/21/the-history-of-mosul-in-five-
maps/?utm_term=.b72a7e8c8fd0.  
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MENA: Degree of Colonization

Source: Washington Post, 17/10/16, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/10/17/4-maps-that-explain-the-chaos-of-the-middle-
east/?utm_term=.223c743a4702
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MENA: Levels of Post WWII  Regime Change

Source: Washington Post, 17/10/16, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/10/17/4-maps-that-explain-the-chaos-of-the-middle-
east/?utm_term=.223c743a4702
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MENA: Cold War Alignments

Source: Washington Post, 17/10/16, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/10/17/4-maps-that-explain-the-chaos-of-the-middle-
east/?utm_term=.223c743a4702
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124
Source: The Economist, January 7, 2016

The Edge of Repression and Impact of Failed States


