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Annex: Views from Fiji

In addition to the responses from 188 Southeast Asian strategic elites, CSIS also received 
responses from 13 respondents from Fiji. Fijian respondents received a unique version 
of the survey with questions tailored specifically to the Pacific Islands region. Due to 
differences in the questions posed to Fijian respondents relative to their Southeast Asian 
counterparts and the relatively small sample size, this reports presents these results 
separately in this annex. 1

Power and Influence
Finding 1: Australia holds most political power and influence in the Pacific Islands 
region today . . 

 ▪ All respondents from Fiji believe that Australia was one of three countries with the 
most political power and influence in the region today. 
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FIGURE 1.A: WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES HOLD THE MOST POLITICAL POWER 
AND INFLUENCE IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS REGION TODAY?  [CHOOSE UP TO 3 COUNTRIES]
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 ▪ After Australia, 76.9 percent of respondents select China as one of the three countries, 
followed by 61.5 percent selecting New Zealand.

 ▪ Only 30.8 percent and 23.1 percent of respondents, respectively, believe that the 
European Union and the United States were among the three most influential 
countries in the region.

. . . but China is expected to be as politically influential as Australia 10 years from now. 

 ▪ The gap between China and Australia closes when respondents are asked to project 
the political power and influence of countries in 10 years, with 92.3 percent of 
respondents identifiying China as one of the three most politically influential 
countries in the region, matched by 92.3 percent who select Australia. 

 ▪ New Zealand is projected to remain the third most politically influential country in 
the region, with 53.8 percent of respondents ranking it among the top three countries 
in 10 years. The United States and European Union are also expected to remain 
modestly influential, with 23.1 percent each, down from 30.8 percent today for the 
European Union.

 ▪ A small portion of respondents (7.7 percent) believe that Japan will have significant 
political influence in the region in 10 years, compared to zero today. 
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FIGURE 1.B: OF THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES, WHICH WILL HOLD THE MOST 
POLITICAL POWER AND IN THE PACIFIC ISLAND REGION 10 YEARS FROM TODAY? 
[CHOOSE UP TO 3 COUNTRIES]
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Finding 2: In terms of economic power and influence, Australia and China are on equal 
footing today . . .

 ▪ In total, 84.6 percent of respondents believe that China is one of the three most 
important economic powers in the region, matched by the same percentage of 
respondents who believe the same about Australia. 

 ▪ Only 30.8 percent of respondents choose New Zealand as one of the three most 
economically influential countries. While still third most influential, this share is 
significantly lower share than the 61.5 percent of respondents who ranked New 
Zealand as a top political power.

 ▪ Perceptions of the economic influence of both the United States and European Union  
rank at 23.1 percent, with Japan trailing at 15.4 percent and Taiwan at 7.7 percent.

. . . but China is expected to be most influential in the next 10 years.
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FIGURE 2.A: WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES HOLD THE MOST ECONOMIC POWER 
AND INFLUENCE IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS REGION TODAY? [CHOOSE UP TO 3 COUNTRIES]
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 ▪ In total, 92.3 percent of respondents believe that China will hold the most economic 
power and influence 10 years from today, pulling ahead of Australia at 76.9 percent.

 ▪ Respondents from Fiji project Japan’s influence to significantly increase between 
now and 10 years from today, with the percentage of respondents picking Japan as 
economically powerful doubling from 15.4 percent today to 30.8 percent in 10 years. 
This increase puts Japan on par with New Zealand, which remains constant at 30.8 
percent between now and 10 years from today. 

 ▪ Perceptions of U.S. and EU economic influence remain the same 10 years from today 
at 23.1 percent for both.

 ▪ A growing 7.7 percent of respondents believe that Indonesia will hold economic 
power and influence in the region 10 years from today, compared to zero today. 

 ▪ Perceptions of Taiwan’s economic power and influence remain unchanged between 
now and 10 years from today at 7.7 percent.
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FIGURE 2.B: WHICH COUNTRY WILL HOLD THE MOST ECONOMIC POWER AND 
INFLUENCE IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS REGION 10 YEARS FROM TODAY? [CHOOSE 
UP TO 3 COUNTRIES]
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Finding 3: Fiji views China’s role in the region as largely beneficial. 

 ▪ In total, 76.9 percent of respondents believe that China’s role in the Pacific Islands 
region is either “very beneficial” or “somewhat beneficial” to the region, compared to 
the 23.1 percent who believe it is either somewhat detrimental or very detrimental. 

 ▪ Similar to perspectives from Southeast Asian respondents, a majority of respondents 
who believe that China’s role was beneficial respond that it is only “somewhat 
beneficial,” not “very beneficial.” Respondents who select “somewhat beneficial” 
account for 69.2 percent of all respondents in the sample, while respondents who 
select “very beneficial” account for only 7.7 percent.

Challenges
Finding 4: Fiji is concerned about U.S.-China strategic competition, ranking it as the 
most significant geopolitical challenge to the region.

FIGURE 4: ON A SCALE OF 1 TO 10, WITH 1 MEANING “NOT CONCERNED AT ALL” AND 10 MEANING 
“EXTREMELY CONCERNED,” HOW CONCERNED ARE YOU ABOUT THE FOLLOWING GEOPOLITICAL 
CHALLENGES?

Geopolitical Challenges Fiji

U.S.-China strategic competition 7.92

China’s economic influence 7.54

Conflict in the South China Sea 6.69

Declining U.S. presence 6.62 
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FIGURE 3: HOW DO YOU VIEW CHINA’S ROLE IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS REGION?

China’s role is very beneficial to the region
China’s role is somewhat beneficial to the region

China’s role is very detrimental to the region
China’s role is somewhat detrimental to the region

China’s role has no tangible impact on the region



Green, Searight, Buchan, Harding, Tran, Rimland, & Natalegawa  |  6  6

 ▪ U.S.-China strategic competition scores a 7.92 on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 meaning 
“not concerned at all” and 10 meaning “extremely concerned.” Respondents are also 
concerned regarding China’s economic influence, scoring at 7.54, despite their overall 
optimism regarding China’s role in the region as seen in Finding 3. 

 ▪ Respondents are relatively less concerned with conflict in the South China Sea (6.69) 
and declining U.S. presence (6.62)

Finding 5: Climate change and natural disasters are clearly the greatest threats. 

FIGURE 5: ON A SCALE OF 1 TO 10, WITH 1 MEANING “NOT CONCERNED AT ALL” AND 10 MEANING 
“EXTREMELY CONCERNED,” HOW CONCERNED ARE YOU ABOUT THE FOLLOWING CHALLENGES 
TO YOUR NATION’S SECURITY?

Challenges to Security Fiji  

Climate change 9.62

Natural disasters 9.46

Human security needs—such as water, food, and education 8

Health pandemics in the region 7.92

Lack of natural resources 7.92

Regional economic and financial crises 7.69

Internal ethnic conflict 6.92

Nuclear proliferation 5.92

Terrorism 5.85

Territorial and historical disputes 4.69

A military attack on your country by a foreign country 4

 ▪ Climate change is viewed as the most significant threat to national security, with 
respondents from Fiji scoring it a 9.62 out of a scale of 1 (“not concerned at all”) to 10 
(“extremely concerned”). This 9.62 score ranks well above the 8.11 weighted average score 
from Southeast Asian respondents. 

 ▪ Natural disasters rank second on the list of challenges at 9.46. Other non-traditional 
security threats that rank highly include human security needs (8.00), health pandemics 
(7.92), lack of natural resources (7.92), and regional economic and financial crises (7.69). 

 ▪ Internal ethnic conflict is of moderate concern at 6.92, while other traditional security 
concerns are of lesser concern: nuclear proliferation ranks at 5.92, terrorism at 5.85, 
territorial and historical disputes at 4.69, and a military attack by a foreign country at 4.00. 
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Values
Finding 6: There is enthusiastic support for democratic values among Fijian respondents.

 ▪ When asked about the importance of democratic values to the regional order, an 
overwhelming majority of respondents (92.3 percent) say they are “very confident” or 
“somewhat confident” that democratic values are beneficial for regional stability and 
prosperity. Of those, 53.8 percent of total respondents say they were “very confident,” 
while 38.5 percent state they are “somewhat confident.” 

Finding 7: Fijians take a holistic view of what is needed for regional stability and 
economic prosperity.

FIGURE 7: FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING ISSUES, PLEASE RATE HOW IMPORTANT EACH ONE 
IS FOR REGIONAL STABILITY AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY – PERCENTAGE RESPONDING “VERY 
IMPORTANT” AND “SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT.”

Issues Fiji

Establishing a framework for trade and regional economic 
integration 100.0%

Promoting good governance 100.0%

Strengthening domestic political institutions 100.0%

Promoting confidence and mutual understanding 100.0%

Maintaining national unity 100.0%

Promoting free and open elections 100.0%

Promoting women’s empowerment 100.0%

FIGURE 6: HOW CONFIDENT ARE YOU THAT DEMOCRATIC VALUES WILL BE 
BENEFICIAL TO THE STABILITY AND PROSPERITY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS REGION?
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Promoting common diplomatic policies 100.0%

Developing a regional identity 100.0%

Promoting human rights 92.3%

Promoting greater defense and security cooperation 92.3%

Preventing interstate conflict 84.6%

Promoting greater cooperation on refugee management 77.0%

Advocating non-interference in internal affairs of other 
countries 77.0%

 ▪ When asked to rank the importance of various normative, economic, and security 
issues for regional stability and prosperity, all respondents from Fiji say that 
establishing a framework for trade and regional economic integration, promoting 
good governance, strengthening domestic political institutions, promoting 
confidence and mutual understanding, maintaining national unity, promoting 
free and open elections, promoting women’s empowerment, promoting common 
diplomatic policies, and developing a regional identity are either “very important” 
or “somewhat important.” 

 ▪ Meanwhile, 92.3 percent of respondents stated that promoting human rights as well 
as promoting greater defense and security cooperation are either “very important” or 
“somewhat important.” 

 ▪ Lastly, only 77 percent of respondents say that promoting greater cooperation on 
refugee management and non-interference in internal affairs of other countries are 
either “very important” or “somewhat important.” 
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Institutions
Finding 8: Among regional institutions and initiatives, the Pacific Islands Forum is seen 
as the most important for the regional order

 ▪ A slim majority of respondents (53.8 percent) rank the Pacific Islands Forum as the 
most important institution to regional order, followed by 30.8 percent of respondents 
who select free trade agreements. 

 ▪ Just 7.7 percent of respondents say that the Quad is the most important initiative to 
the regional order, a number matched by the 7.7 percent of respondents who select 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

 ▪ No respondents believe that the Trump administration’s Free and Open Indo-Pacific 
Strategy, the United Nations, the Pacific Islands Development Forum (PIDF), or the 
Pacific Community (SPC) are the most important institutional framework or initiative. 

Finding 9: External pressure is the key challenge for the PIF. 
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FIGURE 9: WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING IS THE MAIN CHALLENGE FACING PIF IN 
THE NEAR FUTURE?

PIF member countries themselves not prioritizing PIF

The PIF lacks the means to deal with the challenges facing the region

The PIF faces no challenges in the near future

External pressures from major powers increasing disunity among PIF members
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FIGURE 8: WHICH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING INSTITUTIONS OR INITIATIVES 
DO YOU THINK IS MOST IMPORTANT TO REGIONAL ORDER?
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 ▪ In total, 53.8 percent of respondents view external pressure from major powers 
causing disunity among members as the main challenge facing the Pacific Islands 
Forum (PIF), similar to the finding that Southeast Asians rank external powers as the 
greatest challenge to ASEAN.

 ▪ An equal percentage of respondents (23.1 percent) felt that “the PIF lacks the means 
to deal with challenges” and “PIF countries themselves not prioritizing the PIF” are 
the main challenges to the regional institution.

Finding 10: The PIF is seen as being best suited to deal with most regional challenges. 

 ▪ When asked to identify which regional framework is best suited to deal with a variety 
of regional challenges, respondents show a clear preference for the PIF over the PIDF 
and the SPC in addressing a wide array of issues, with the United Nations being 
important for particular issues.

 ▪ Respondents demonstrate a clear preference for the PIF in promoting greater defense 
and security cooperation (76.9 percent), advocating non-interference in internal 
affairs of other countries (76.9 percent), promoting common diplomatic policies (61.5 
percent), establishing a framework for trade and regional economic integration (69.2 
percent), promoting confidence and mutual understanding (61.5 percent), promoting 
good governance (53.8 percent), and developing a regional identity (53.8 percent). 

 ▪ The United Nations is seen as the preferred institution for promoting human rights 
(92.3 percent), promoting greater cooperation on refugee management (69.2 percent), 
strengthening domestic political institutions (46.2 percent), maintaining national 
unity (30.8 percent), and promoting free and open elections (53.8 percent).  

 ▪ Overall, respondents are not confident in the PIDF or SPC for solving key challenges. 
Neither framework outranks the others on any issue; at their highest, the PIDF 
scores 30.8 percent on women’s empowerment and the SPC scores 15.4 percent on 
promoting greater cooperation on refugee management.

FIGURE 10: WHICH INSTITUTION IS BEST SUITED TO 
DEALING WITH THE FOLLOWING ISSUES?

Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) Pacific Islands Development Forum (PIDF)
Pacific Community (SPC)United Nations
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