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Broad Patterns in All Attacks  in 2016 - I

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
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• In 2016 a total of 142 failed, foiled and completed attacks were reported by eight Member States. More than 
half (76) of them were by the UK2. France reported 23 attacks, Italy 17, Spain 10, Greece 6, Germany 5, Belgium 
4 and Netherlands 1.

• Of the 142 attacks, less than half (47) were completed. Member States reported that 142 victims died as a 
result of terrorist attacks and 379 people were injured.

• Nearly all reported fatalities3 and most of the casualties were the result of jihadist terrorist attacks. The total 
number of 142 attacks is a continuation of a downward trend that started in 2014 when there were 226 
attacks, followed by 211 in 2015.

• The largest number of attacks in which the terrorist affiliation could be identified were carried out by ethno-
nationalist and separatist extremists (99). Attacks carried out by left-wing violent extremists have been on the 
rise since 2014; they reached a total of 27 in 2016, of which most (16) were reported by Italy. 

• The number of jihadist terrorist attacks decreased from 17 in 2015 to 13 in 2016, of which 6 were linked to the 
so-called Islamic State (IS). However, a precise ranking amongst and within terrorist affiliations across the EU 
cannot be established because the UK does not provide disaggregated data on attacks.

• Explosives were used in 40% of the attacks, with similar numbers to 2015.

• The use of firearms dropped considerably from 57 in 2015 to 6 in 2016.

• Apart from jihadist, ethno-nationalist and left-wing extremist attacks, an increasing stream of violent assaults 
by right-wing extremist individuals and groups was noted across Europe, in particular over the past two years, 
targeting asylum seekers and ethnic minorities in general.

• These assaults however do not generally qualify as terrorism and are therefore not included in the numbers of 
terrorist attacks being reported by Member States, with only one exception in 2016, reported by the 
Netherlands.

• The number of arrests for terrorist offences in 2016 (1002) is lower than that of 2015 (1077). 

https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism


Broad Patterns in All Attacks 2016 - II

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
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• Most arrests were related to jihadist terrorism, for which the numbers rose for the third consecutive year: 395 
in 2014, 687 in 2015 and 718 in 2016. 

• Numbers of arrests for left-wing and separatist terrorist offences dropped to half of what they were in 2015 
(from 67 and 168 in 2015 to 31 and 84 in 2016 respectively).

• Numbers of arrests for rightwing terrorism remained low at 12 in 2016 compared to 11 in 2015.

• France is the only Member State in which the overall numbers of arrests continue to increase: from 238 in 
2014, to 424 in 2015 and to 456 in 2016.

• Almost one-third of arrestees (291) were 25 years old or younger. Only one in ten arrestees (9%) in 2016 was 
older than 40 years.

• Arrests for terrorist activities (preparing, financing, assisting, attempting or executing attacks) decreased from 
209 in 2015 to 169 in 2016. 

• Arrests for travelling to conflict zones for terrorist purposes also decreased: from 141 in 2015 to 77 in 2016. 
This was similar to the decrease in numbers of arrests of people returning from the conflict zones in Syria and 
Iraq: from 41 in 2015 to 22 in 2016.

https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism


Declining Attacks and Rising Arrests in 2014-2016

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
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https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism


Jihadist vs. Total Attacks by Type by EU Country: 2016 - I

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
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• In 2016, 142 terrorist attacks occurred in eight Member States. 

• The United Kingdom reported more than half of the total number of attacks (76). The total number of 
terrorist attacks dropped by 33% in 2016 (142) compared to 2015 (211). 379 casualties and 142 fatalities 
were reported as a result of terrorist attacks.

• For the majority of the attacks the affiliation was separatism (99).

https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism


Jihadist vs. Total Attacks by Type by EU Country: 2016 - II

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
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• Italy, Greece and Spain together reported 27 terrorist attacks by left-wing and anarchist groups. Despite the 
continued decrease of the total number of attacks, the number of attacks by anarchist and left-wing groups, 
increased by more than 100% (from 13 in 2015 to 27 attacks in 2016).

• The countries reporting terrorist attacks linked to separatist terrorism are the UK (76), France (18) and Spain 
(5).

• The 13 attacks classified as religiously-inspired terrorism were reported by France (5), Belgium (4 ) and 
Germany (4).

• This category is the one causing the most casualties (374 out of 379) and 135 out of 142 fatalities).

• The Netherlands reported one right-wing terrorist attack.

• No attack related to single-issue terrorism was reported in2016.

• Attacks in which firearms were used dropped from 57 in 2015 to 6 in 2016

https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism


IHS Jane’s Estimate by European Country: 2015-2016

Source: HIS Jane’s, 2016 Global Attack Index, Interactive Infographic 3, accessed June 22, 2017 (https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox) 
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Jihadist vs. Total Arrests by Affiliation by EU Country: 2016

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
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https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism
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Source: EU Terrorism Situation and 
Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; 
https://www.europol.europa.eu/cri
me-areas-and-trends/crime-
areas/terrorism, June 2017
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https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism


Trend in Jihadist Arrests: 2012- 2016 - I

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
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https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism


Broad Patterns in Jihadist Attacks in 2016 - I

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
13

• In 2016, 135 people were killed in jihadist terrorist attacks in the EU. 

• In total 13 terrorist attacks were reported: France 5, Belgium 4 and Germany 4. Out of these 13 attacks, 10 
were completed.

• A total of 718 people were arrested on suspicion of jihadist terrorism related offences. 

• Numbers of arrests increased in particular in France: from 188 in 2014 and 377 in 2015 to 429 in 2016. There 
was also an increase in the Netherlands to 36 in 2016 compared to 20 in 2015. In the other Member States 
the numbers of arrests stayed at approximately the same level, or showed a (slight) decrease. 

• Women have increasingly assumed more operational roles in jihadist terrorism activities, as have minors and 
young adults, as demonstrated in recent (primarily) failed and foiled attacks in Member States.

• One in four (26%) of the arrestees in 2016 were women, a significant increase compared to 2015 (18%).

• Attack planning against the West continues in Syria and Iraq. Groups including IS and al-Qaeda are believed to 
have both the intent and capabilities to mount complex, mass casualty attacks.

• IS is training operatives in Syria/Iraq to carry out terrorist acts in the West and has no shortage of volunteers 
to be part of teams to be sent abroad for this purpose. 

• Al-Qaeda, despite decreased operational capabilities of its core organization, has maintained its ambition to 
carry out large-scale operations against Western targets.

• The terrorist threat in the EU in 2016 emanated from remotely directed individuals operating alone or in small 
groups, and those that may have been inspired by terrorist propaganda, but not directed. The former are 
receiving direction and personal instruction from, and are possibly being facilitated by, a terrorist 
organization. 

• The latter are individual attackers, possibly but not necessarily being helped by family and/ or friends as 
accomplices. They are inspired by jihadist propaganda and messaging, but not necessarily receiving personal 
direction or instruction from any group.

https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism


Broad Patterns in Jihadist Attacks in 2016 - II

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
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• ... Apart from completed attacks there were a number of failed and foiled terrorist attacks and arrests on 
suspicion of terrorist activities. Two plots that could have had a significant impact in terms of loss of life if 
they had not been stopped in time ... One was thwarted In France, the other in Germany.

• In 2016 EU citizens were killed in IS attacks outside the EU. On 12 January, 10 German tourists were killed in a 
suicide bomb attack in Istanbul (Turkey). This was one of seven fatal attacks in Turkey attributed to IS in 2016. 
On 1 July, nine Italian citizens were amongst the victims who lost their lives in Dhaka (Bangladesh) in an 
attack on a bakery located in an area near embassies, for which IS claimed responsibility (this was later 
disputed by Bangladesh’s minister of home affairs, who stated that the perpetrators belonged to Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen).

• The high numbers of failed, foiled and completed jihadist attacks in 2016, and the equally high numbers of 
arrests of terrorism suspects, indicate a continued threat towards countries of the EU, and those Member 
States of the EU that are part of a coalition against IS in Syria/Iraq in particular. 

• Therefore the threat of jihadist terrorism is not perceived equally amongst Member States, of which the 
majority have not been confronted with jihadist terrorist activities at all in 2016, nor in one of the preceding 
years. These countries might be used for transiting of foreign terrorist fighters, (potential) jihadists or 
returnees, or unintentionally providing for a safe haven for them. These and other factors, however, including 
perceived insults to Islam, may influence potential risks. Switzerland for instance, not being an EU Member 
State and not being part of a coalition against IS, is aware of its vulnerability to jihadist terrorism by 
association with other Western countries and its international profile.

• ... Since the IS announcement in June 2014 that it had re-established the caliphate, the group claimed that all 
Muslims were under the religious obligation to join it. It was alleged that, by doing so, they would re-enact 
the historical migration (Hijrah) of Prophet Muhammad to Medina in 622 AD to evade persecution in Mecca. 
The group declared that refusal to join it was proof of apostasy from Islam. In 2015 IS insisted that the only 
excuse for Muslims for not joining the group in the territories under its control was to perpetrate a terrorist 
attack in their places of residence.

https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism


Broad Patterns in Jihadist Attacks in 2016 - III

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
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• As military pressure on IS increased and measures to prevent potential recruits from reaching IS-
controlled territory became more effective, IS adapted its recruitment tactics. It now declared that 
perpetrating a terrorist attack in the West was even preferable to travelling to join IS.

• ... The increased efforts to incite IS sympathizers in the West to perpetrate attacks were reflected in 
practical guidance for lone actor attacks provided in IS publications. The IS multi-language magazine 
Rumiyah18 contained a series of articles under the title “Just Terror Tactics”, which suggested terrorist 
attacks using knives, vehicles or arson, and gave tips on how to maximize the numbers of victims and 
impact. Perpetrators were admonished to leave some kind of evidence stating the motivation of the 
attack and allegiance to IS, such as a note attached to the victim’s body or a last will.

• In 2016 IS preferred to claim lone actor attacks through its A’maq News Agency...The increased efforts 
by IS to directly recruit vulnerable people via social media and incite them to perpetrate terrorist acts 
in their country of residence, seem to not be limited to male targets.

• Media reporting suggests that women were also targeted, as in the 26 February knife attack in 
Hanover by a 15-year-old girl. 

• ... In 2012, already before the emergence of IS, al-Qaeda had redesigned its strategy to ensure its 
survival under the changed political circumstances following the Arab rebellions: al-Qaeda would 
merge with the population to the extent possible; cooperate with other Muslim groups based on 
common interests; and administer territories that fell under its control in a way so as not to alienate 
the population. The aim was to create safe havens from which al-Qaeda could plan and execute 
attacks on Western targets. The intransigent behavior of IS toward local populations made the 
implementation of this new strategy even more pressing for al-Qaeda in an effort to mark the 
difference to its opponent.

• ... In 2016, al-Qaeda spent great efforts to refute the legitimacy of IS’s claim to leadership of all 
Muslims.

https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism


Broad Patterns in Jihadist Attacks in 2016 - IV

Source: EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), 2016; https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism, June 2017
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• ... In most of its material published in Arabic language, al-Qaeda tends to downplay its international 
aspirations. By contrast, al-Qaeda communication targeting audiences in the West contains views and 
calls for action very similar to those of IS. This is likely to be an attempt to benefit from the gradual 
decline of IS communication with the aim of again gaining ascendency in the global jihadist 
movement. Interestingly, in doing so al-Qaeda copied successful propaganda formats developed by IS.

• Terrorist and armed criminal groups continue to consider citizens of the EU and other western 
countries as high value targets for kidnapping. This is because ransom money is a significant source of 
revenue for some groups; the extensive media attention attracted by western hostages can be 
exploited for propaganda and political pressure; and hostages can be used in prisoner swaps. It is 
assessed that militant groups do not select individuals of specific nationalities but target their victims 
opportunistically. The total number of abducted EU citizens is difficult to estimate due to the fact that 
not all the kidnapping incidents are reported for reasons related to the security of the hostages.

https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism
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Terrorist Fatalities: 2000-2016

18
Source: Erin Miller and Michael Distler, Mass Casualty Explosives Attacks in Iraq and Afghanistan, START Background Report, University of Maryland, 
June 2017,



Source: 
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=2011&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&e
nd_month=&end_day=&asmSelect0=&asmSelect1=&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_max= 19

Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 2011-2015 

62,022 
Incidents



Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
20

START Estimate of Attacks by Major Perpetrator  Worldwide 2015 



The Ten Top Countries with the Most Terrorist 

Attacks: 2015

21Source: U.S. State Department: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2015, START, June 2016 



Terrorist Attacks: 2000-2015

Source: Adapted from Institute for Economics and Peace. Global terrorism Index 2016, 
https://www.google.com/search?q=institute+for+economics+and+peace+global+terrorism+index&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8, pp. 18-19. 22

• Iraq, Afghanistan, ‘Nigeria, Pakistan, and  Syria accounted for 72% of all terrorist 
deaths.

• Iraq, Nigeria, and Pakistan had at least a 30% decline over 2014.

• Afghanistan rose 18% from 4,507 to 5,312

• ISIS, Boko Haram, and Taliban accounted for 55% of deaths in 2015.

• ISIS killed 6,141 in 2015, or average of 6.7 deaths per attack 62%  of deaths in  Iraq 
even with 37% unknown.

• Boko Haram killed 5,478, some 75% in Nigeria. Average of 11 per attack.

• Taliban killed 4,502,  18% above 2014, and average of  4 deaths per attack. 

2015



IEP Map of Global Impact of Terrorism: 2015

23
Source: Adapted from Institute for Economics and Peace. Global terrorism Index 2016, 
https://www.google.com/search?q=institute+for+economics+and+peace+global+terrorism+index&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8, pp. 10-11.



IEP Map of Total and Serious Attacks: 2015

24
Source: Adapted from Institute for Economics and Peace. Global terrorism Index 2016, 
https://www.google.com/search?q=institute+for+economics+and+peace+global+terrorism+index&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8, pp. 12-13.



Success Rates: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 36. 25

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Terrorism’s Rising Death Toll

Source: 2015: The Year in Charts, STEVEN RATTNER DEC. 28, 2015 
New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/12/28/opinion/rattner-2015-year-in-charts.html?_r=0. 26

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/r/steven_rattner/
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Rising Lethality of Attacks

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 1 

Between 1970 and 2014, there have been 176 occasions on which terrorist attacks killed more than 100 people (excluding perpetrators), in a particular country on a particular day. This includes both 
isolated attacks, multiple attacks, and multi-part, coordinated attacks. The first such event took place in 1978, when an arson attack targeting the Cinema Rex Theater in Abadan, Iran killed more than 
400 people. Since the Cinema Rex attack, and until 2013, 4.2 such mass-fatality terrorist events happened per year, on average. In 2014, the number increased dramatically when 26 mass-fatality 
terrorist events took place in eight different countries: Afghanistan (1), Central African Republic (1), Iraq (9), Nigeria (9), Pakistan (1), South Sudan (1), Syria (3), and Ukraine (1). 

The occurrence of a series of attacks on a particular day that result in large numbers of casualties may or may not be indicative of explicit coordination among perpetrators. Nearly half (11) of the 26 
days in 2014 in which more than 100 victims were killed by terrorists in a single country involved the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) as perpetrators. In Nigeria, all nine of the highly 
lethal days involved the perpetrator group Boko Haram. Other perpetrator groups responsible for attacks on these high-lethality days include the Taliban in Afghanistan, militia groups in the 
Central African Republic, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Sudan People’s Liberation Movement in Opposition (SPLM-IO), al-Nusra Front, and the Luhansk People’s Republic and the Donetsk People’s 
Republic, both in Ukraine. 

Between 2000 and 2014, there were 83 days on which more than 100 people were killed by terrorist attacks in a single country. These attacks took place in 25 countries in North and South America, 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and Asia; however, they were especially concentrated in Iraq and Nigeria. 

Although Western Europe has historically experienced thousands of terrorist attacks, highly lethal attacks like the recent events in Paris are extremely unusual. The deadliest terrorist attacks in 
Western Europe between 2000 and 2014 took place in Madrid, Spain, on March 11, 2004 when assailants attacked six different transportation targets with explosives. Four of the devices 
detonated, killing 191 people and wounding more than 1,800. 

27

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Deaths by Target Type: 2000-2015

Source: Adapted from Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 
2016https://www.google.com/search?q=institute+for+economics+and+peace+global+terrorism+index&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8, p. 22 28

• 44% of all deaths in 2015 occurred in MENA region
• South Asia ranked 2nd
• Sub-Saharan Africa ranked 3rd

• Asia-Pacific had 7% of attacks and 2% of deaths.
• US and Canada had 12 attacks and 40 deaths
• Europe had 487 deaths

2015



Source: 
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=1970&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&e
nd_month=&end_day=&asmSelect0=&asmSelect1=&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_max= 29

Number of Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 1970-2015 
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Terrorist Attacks in the World: January 1, 2015 – July 16, 2016

Source: Jane’s IHS; Lazaro Gamio and Tim Meko “How terrorism in the West compares to terrorism everywhere else, Washington Post,” July 17,2016, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a%3Ahomepage%2Fstory, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/lazaro-gamio
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/tim-meko
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a:homepage/story


Terrorist Attacks in the U.S. and Europe with 5 Non-Militant Deaths 
January 1, 2015 – July 16, 2016

Source: Jane’s IHS; Lazaro Gamio and Tim Meko “How terrorism in the West compares to terrorism everywhere else, Washington Post,” July 17,2016, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a%3Ahomepage%2Fstory, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/lazaro-gamio
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/tim-meko
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a:homepage/story


Terrorist Attacks in Rest of the World with 5 Non-Militant Deaths 
January 1, 2015 – July 16, 2016

Source: Jane’s IHS; Lazaro Gamio and Tim Meko “How terrorism in the West compares to terrorism everywhere else, Washington Post,” July 17,2016, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a%3Ahomepage%2Fstory, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/lazaro-gamio
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/tim-meko
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a:homepage/story


Trends in Terrorism: Europe 

versus Other Regions

by Region: 1970-2015
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Attacks by Region, 2015

Source: START, 
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=pie&chart=attack&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&sta
rt_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31

35



Deaths by Region: 2014-2015

Source: Adapted from Institute for Economics and Peace. Global terrorism Index 2016, 
https://www.google.com/search?q=institute+for+economics+and+peace+global+terrorism+index&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8, pp. 21-22 36

• 44% of all deaths in 2015 occurred in MENA region
• South Asia ranked 2nd
• Sub-Saharan Africa ranked 3rd

• Asia-Pacific had 7% of attacks and 2% of deaths.
• US and Canada had 12 attacks and 40 deaths
• Europe had 487 deaths



Deaths by Region: 2013-2014

Source: European Parliament. https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/. 
37

https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/


Deaths by Region: 2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 37. 38

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Patterns in Global Terrorism: 2014

Source: European Parliament. https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/. 
39

https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/


Perpetrators Operating in More than One  Region: 2014

Source: European Parliament. https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/. 
40

https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/


Most Dangerous Perpetrators by Region: 2014

Source: European Parliament. https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/. 
41

https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/


Longer terms Patterns in Terrorism 

in All of Europe
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Terrorist Incidents in Western and Eastern Europe: 1970-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 43

1970-
2015

2010-
2015

3,640 Incidents

20,912 Incidents

https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx


START: Western and Eastern Europe - Total Incidents vs. ISIS/Al Qaida 
Incidents: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt. 44

Total

ISIS & Al 
Qaida

3,640 Incidents

8 Incidents,
All in France

https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx


Terrorist Incidents in Western and Eastern Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 45

3,640 Incidents

https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx


Terrorist Fatalities in Western and Eastern Europe: 1970-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 46
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Terrorist Fatalities in Western and Eastern Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 47
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Terrorist Casualties (Killed and Injured) in Western and Eastern 
Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 48
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Terrorist Attack Types in Western and Eastern Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 49
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Terrorist Target Types in Western and Eastern Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 50
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Terrorist Weapons Types in Western and Eastern Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 51
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European Deaths Dominate OECD Countries in 2015

Source: Adapted from Institute for Economics and Peace. Global terrorism Index 2016, 
https://www.google.com/search?q=institute+for+economics+and+peace+global+terrorism+index&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8, p. 42 & 44 52



ISIL Attacks in OECD Countries in 2015

Source: Adapted from Institute for Economics and Peace. Global terrorism Index 2016, 
https://www.google.com/search?q=institute+for+economics+and+peace+global+terrorism+index&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8, p. 43 53



“Lone Wolf” Factor in Europe and U.S.: 2014 Sample

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014, 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf,  p. 52. 54
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Rising European Arrests of Suspected Extremists

Source: Rick Noack and Jennifer Amur, “A year after Paris attacks, Europe’s extremism problem shows no signs of going away,:” Washington Post, November 13, 2016, 
ttps://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/11/13/a-year-after-paris-attacks-europes-extremism-problem-shows-no-signs-of-going-away/. 55



European Hostility Towards Muslims on the Rise: 
2015-2016

Source: Rick Noack and Jennifer Amur, “A year after Paris attacks, Europe’s extremism problem shows no signs of going away,:” Washington Post, November 13, 2016, 
ttps://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/11/13/a-year-after-paris-attacks-europes-extremism-problem-shows-no-signs-of-going-away/. 56
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START: Terrorist Incidents in Western Europe: 1970-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 58
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START: Terrorist Incidents in Western Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 59
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Deaths from Terrorism in Western Europe versus Rest of 

the World

Source:, Caelainn Barr, ‘Terrorism threat is waning’: figures put Europe’s summer of violence in context. The Guardian, July 28, 2016, 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/28/there-is-less-of-a-terrorism-threat-now-experts-put-europes-summer-of-violence-in-context?CMP=twt_gu; 
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/. 
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Deaths in Western Countries: 2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 50-5148.

On its own, the September 11 attack accounts for 82 per cent of the total 
number

of deaths from terrorism in Western countries from 2000 to 2014. The 
Madrid train bombings which killed nearly 200 people represents five per 
cent of total deaths from terrorism, whilst the Norwegian massacre which 
killed 77 and the London bombings which killed 56 account for around two 
per cent each. These attacks caused mass panic and are considered serious 
security breaches by citizens of the West expecting their governments to 
provide protection from such events.

In 2014, in the countries classified as the West, the United States had the 
most deaths from terrorism with 18 deaths. Eighty-two per cent of fatal 
attacks in the US involved a firearm where the assailant was an American 
citizen. Of the 19 attacks that occurred in the United States in 2014, all but 
five were committed by individuals. These attacks were largely motivated by 
right wing extremism or white supremacists.

There were eight attacks by right wing extremists undertaken by individuals 
or people with an affiliation to Sovereign Citizens, which is a network of 
individuals that have antigovernment views. Two attacks were motivated by 
antigovernment views and two attacks by anti-Semitism.

Four out of the 19 attacks in the US had a jihadist element. These attacks 
were three shootings by Ali Muhammad Brown who cited opposition to US 
foreign policy as the motivation for his attacks, and the hatchet attack of 
police officers in New York by Zale Thompson.

Australia, Belgium and Canada all recorded four deaths. The most deadly single attack in these countries occurred in Belgium where four people 
were killed in Brussels when a fighter who had recently returned from Syria and who had ties to ISIL opened fire at the Jewish Museum. The 
United Kingdom recorded the highest number of incidents with 102, however these resulted in no deaths. The majority of these attacks 
occurred in Northern Ireland and involved the New IRA.

The other countries which suffered fatalities from terrorism in 2014 were Kosovo, Austria, France,  Czech Republic and Albania. Collectively 
these countries accounted for seven deaths, or 19 per cent of the total deaths seen in the West. There were more terrorist attacks in Europe 
than in North America, with 222 attacks occurring in Europe which is 89 per cent of attacks in the West. However,  the lethality of these attacks 
was low with 0.05deaths per attack compared to the global average of 2.4 deaths per attack.
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All Deaths from Terrorism in (Western?) Europe: 1970-2015 

Source:, Caelainn Barr, ‘Terrorism threat is waning’: figures put Europe’s summer of violence in context. The Guardian, July 28, 2016, 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/28/there-is-less-of-a-terrorism-threat-now-experts-put-europes-summer-of-violence-in-context?CMP=twt_gu; 
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/. 
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START: Terrorist Fatalities in Western Europe: 1970-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 63
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START: Terrorist Fatalities in Western Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 64
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Terrorist Casualties (Killed and Injured) in Western Europe: 2010-
2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 65
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START: Terrorist Attack Types in Western Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 66
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START: Terrorist Targets in Western Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 67
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START: Terrorist Weapons in Western Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt. 68
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START: Attacks and Fatalities in Western Europe: 1970-2014 - I

Source: Terrorism in Belgium and Western Europe; Attacks against Transportation Targets; Coordinated Terrorist Attacks, Background Report, START, March 
2016,  
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START: Attacks and Fatalities in Western Europe: 1970-2014 - II

Source: Terrorism in Belgium and Western Europe; Attacks against Transportation Targets; Coordinated Terrorist Attacks, Background Report, START, March 2016,  
70

▪ More than 7,400 terrorist attacks worldwide between 1970 and 2014 targeted some form of transportation, 
including airports and aircraft, representing 5.3 percent of all attacks. 

o More than 460 targets of terrorist attacks between 1970 and 2014 were airports, representing 6.4 percent of all 
transportation targets. 

o More than 130 targets of terrorist attacks between 1970 and 2014 were subway systems, representing 1.9 
percent of all attacks on transportation targets. 

▪ Recently, attacks on transportation targets have been somewhat less prevalent. More than 1,400 such attacks 
took place between 2010 and 2014, comprising 3.0 percent of all attacks. 

▪ More than 10,000 terrorist attacks worldwide between 2000 and 2014 (14%) were conducted in coordination 
with other attacks. 

▪ ISIL, under its current incarnation, carried out more than 750 coordinated attacks in 2013 and 2014. 

▪ More than 1,600 terrorist attacks were committed by ISIL in 2013 and 2014. 

▪ More than 41,000 terrorist attacks between 2000 and 2014 (58%) involved the use of explosives. 

▪ More than 3,600 terrorist attacks between 2000 and 2014 (5.1%) were suicide attacks. 

Certain exceptionally deadly attacks have taken place in Western Europe in recent years. 

o Islamist perpetrator groups conducted coordinated attacks targeting public transportation in Madrid in 2004 
and in London in 2005. The attacks in Madrid targeted commuter trains, killing more than 190 people and 
wounding approximately 1,800. The attacks in London targeted subway trains and a bus, killing more than 50 
people and wounding nearly 800. 

o More recently, ISIL claimed responsibility for a series of coordinated attacks in Paris in November 2015 targeting 
several restaurants, a theater, and a stadium. Combined, these attacks killed more than 130 people and wounded 
several hundred others. 

o In 2011 far-right extremist Anders Breivik carried out a pair of attacks in Norway against government and 
civilian targets in which more than 70 people were killed and more than 300 were wounded. 



Europe’s

Lack of 

Functional 
Borders

Source: Rick Noack and Jennifer Amur, 
“A year after Paris attacks, Europe’s 
extremism problem shows no signs of 
going away,:” Washington Post, 
November 13, 2016, 
ttps://www.washingtonpost.com/news
/worldviews/wp/2016/11/13/a-year-
after-paris-attacks-europes-extremism-
problem-shows-no-signs-of-going-
away/.
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START Total Incidents & Casualties in Belgium: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
72

13,434 Incidents

Casualties: 
Killed & injured

42 Incidents
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START Total Incidents & Casualties in Germany: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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START Total Incidents & Casualties in Italy: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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START Total Incidents and Casualties in France : 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt. 75
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French 

Concern 

with 
Terrorism

Source: Rick Noack and Jennifer Amur, “A year 
after Paris attacks, Europe’s extremism 
problem shows no signs of going away,:” 
Washington Post, November 13, 2016, 
ttps://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worl
dviews/wp/2016/11/13/a-year-after-paris-
attacks-europes-extremism-problem-shows-
no-signs-of-going-away/.
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French Monitoring Challenge: 2016

Source: Rick Noack and Jennifer Amur, “A year after Paris attacks, Europe’s extremism problem shows no signs of going away,:” Washington Post, November 13, 2016, 
ttps://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/11/13/a-year-after-paris-attacks-europes-extremism-problem-shows-no-signs-of-going-away/.
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START Total Incidents & Casualties in UK: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS | 80

CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in Europe in 2015 



Incidents in Eastern Europe

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt. 81
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ISIS Role in Global Terrorism: 2000-2016

83
Source: Source: Erin Miller, Sheehan Kane, William Kammerer, and Brian Wingenroth: Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015; START, 
August 2016,

ISIL proper  was responsible for 3.4% of all attacks, 2,163 of 43,893 

lethal attacks (4.9),  543 of 4,498 suicide attacks (12%), 366 of 6,496 

kidnapping/hostage attacks (5.6%), and 1,103 of 12,327 coordinated 

attacks (8.9%).



ISIS Role in Global Terrorism: 2014-2015:

Five perpetrator groups with the most attacks worldwide 

84Source: U.S. State Department: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2015, START, June 2016 



Impact of 10 Ten Most Active ISIS Affiliates: 

2000-2016

85
Source: Source: Erin Miller, Sheehan Kane, William Kammerer, and Brian Wingenroth: Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015; START, 
August 2016,

Map of ISIS Proper in Syria and Iraq and ISIS Affiliates Outside the Key Zone of Combat



Organizations STRT Classifies as ISIS Affiliates: 

2016

86
Source: Source: Erin Miller, Sheehan Kane, William Kammerer, and Brian Wingenroth: Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015; START, 
August 2016,



ISIS vs. Affiliates, Inspired and Predecessor (al Qaida) 

Attacks : 2002-2016

87Source: Source: Erin Miller, Sheehan Kane, William Kammerer, and Brian Wingenroth: Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015; START, 
August 2016,



Source: 
ttps://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=2010&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&end_mo
nth=&end_day=&asmSelect0=&perpetrator=20029&perpetrator=20030&perpetrator=20493&perpetrator=20522&perpetrator=20032&perpetrator=40325&p
erpetrator=20033&perpetrator=20496&perpetrator=20492&perpetrator=20494&perpetrator=40151&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_
max=
ears: (between 2010 and 2015)
All incidents regardless of doubt.
Perpetrators: (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL); Al-Qaida; Al-Qaida Network for Southwestern Khulna Division; Al-Qaida Organization for Jihad in 
Sweden; Al-Qaida in Iraq; Al-Qaida in Lebanon; Al-Qaida in Saudi Arabia; Al-Qaida in Yemen; Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP); Al-Qaida in the Indian 
Subcontinent; Al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM))
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Al Qaida and ISIL Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 2011-2015 

4,335 
Incidents



Source: 
ttps://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=2010&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&end_mo
nth=&end_day=&asmSelect0=&perpetrator=20029&perpetrator=20030&perpetrator=20493&perpetrator=20522&perpetrator=20032&perpetrator=40325&p
erpetrator=20033&perpetrator=20496&perpetrator=20492&perpetrator=20494&perpetrator=40151&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_
max=
Years: (between 2010 and 2015)
All incidents regardless of doubt.
Perpetrators: Perpetrators: (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL))
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ISIL/ISIS/Daesh Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 2011-2015 

2,867 Incidents
5% of World Total
12% of MENA Total



Source: 
ttps://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=2010&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&end_mo
nth=&end_day=&asmSelect0=&perpetrator=20029&perpetrator=20030&perpetrator=20493&perpetrator=20522&perpetrator=20032&perpetrator=40325&p
erpetrator=20033&perpetrator=20496&perpetrator=20492&perpetrator=20494&perpetrator=40151&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_
max=
Years: (between 2010 and 2015)
All incidents regardless of doubt.
Perpetrators: (Al-Qaida; Al-Qaida Network for Southwestern Khulna Division; Al-Qaida Organization for Jihad in Sweden; Al-Qaida in Iraq; Al-Qaida in 
Lebanon; Al-Qaida in Saudi Arabia; Al-Qaida in Yemen; Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP); Al-Qaida in the Indian Subcontinent; Al-Qaida in the Islamic 
Maghreb (AQIM))
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Al Qaida Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 2011-2015 

1,468 Incidents
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Average Lethality: 2000-2014

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 4

The recent attacks in Paris reportedly involved both explosives and firearms. 
These two types of weapons are those most commonly used in terrorist attacks 
worldwide.

Between 2000 and 2014, explosives were used in 58 percent of all terrorist 
attacks, and firearms were used in 34 percent of all terrorist attacks. However 
both firearms and explosives were used much more rarely—in less than 4 
percent of all attacks. 

Attacks that involved firearms were somewhat more deadly than those involving 
explosives, causing 3.1 fatalities on average (including perpetrator deaths), 
compared to 2.4. 

Despite the potential for explosives to cause mass casualties in certain cases, 
they were also more frequently used in attacks that are non-lethal (57%), either 
because they targeted only property or were unsuccessful at causing human 
casualties.

In comparison, 24 percent of all attacks involving only firearms worldwide 
between 2000 and 2014 were non-lethal. 

Attacks that involved both explosives and firearms caused, on average, 6.8 
deaths per attack. This rate of lethality is 2.8 times that of all attacks overall, and 
attacks involving explosives. It is 2.2 times the average lethality of attacks 
involving firearms. 
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Coordinated Attacks: 2000-2014

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 2-3

Like the recent attacks in Paris, some of the highly lethal terrorist attacks described above were carried out as part of coordinated events in which perpetrators execute multiple attacks 
simultaneously, or nearly simultaneously, typically in a single country or city. Between 2000 and 2014, 14 percent of all terrorist attacks that occurred worldwide were conducted in coordination with 
other attacks. 

On average, individual attacks that were carried out as part of a coordinated event were slightly more deadly, causing 2.84 total fatalities on average, compared to isolated attacks, which caused 2.35 
total fatalities on average. The average number of perpetrator fatalities among attacks that were part of a coordinated event were slightly higher as well—0.39 perpetrator deaths per attack, 
compared to 0.33 for isolated attacks. 

More than 10,000 coordinated terrorist attacks took place in 104 countries between 2000 and 2014. Much like terrorism in general, these attacks were concentrated among a small number of 
countries. More than half of all coordinated attacks (54%) took place in Iraq, Pakistan, India, Nigeria, and Afghanistan. 
Among countries that experienced more than 50 attacks between 2000 and 2014, France had the highest proportion of attacks that were carried out as part of multi-part, coordinated events, with 40 
percent. The majority of these (87%) were carried out in Corsica by separatists including the Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC), causing property damage but no deaths and few injuries. 
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Key Perpetrators: 2000-2014

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 2-3

The perpetrator of the attack was unidentified for 40 percent of all coordinated 
terrorist attacks that took place worldwide between 2000 and 2014. The 
remaining 60 percent were disproportionately carried out by a relatively small 
number of perpetrator groups. 

While the recent attack in Paris shares similarities with the November 2008 
attack in Mumbai, India, the perpetrator group in that attack, Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT), is not among the most frequent perpetrators of coordinated attacks. 

In contrast, ISIL, under its current incarnation, carried out more than 750 
coordinated attacks during this time period—specifically in 2013 and 2014. 
However, this is a conservative assessment because the Global Terrorism 
Database records the names of perpetrator organizations at the time of the 
attack. 

Thus, it is important to note that al-Qa’ida in Iraq (AQI), ISIL’s predecessor, 
carried out at least 400 coordinated attacks as well. Also, 25 coordinated attacks 
were attributed to the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), another identity previously 
assumed by ISIL, and several other coordinated attacks were carried out by 
provinces of the Islamic State, including the Sinai Province and the Tripoli 
Province. 

Other organizations that have carried out more than a hundred coordinated 
attacks include Boko Haram in Nigeria, the Taliban in Afghanistan, the 
Communist Party of India- Maoist and unaffiliated Maoists in India, al-Shabaab 
primarily in Somalia and Kenya, Tehriki-i-Taliban Pakistan, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Columbia (FARC), the New People’s Army (NPA) in the 
Philippines, Fulani militants in Nigeria and the Central African Republic, and al-
Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). 

In addition, at least 50 coordinated attacks between 2000 and 2014 were 
carried out by individuals who reportedly were not affiliated with a particular 
terrorist organization or group. These attacks took place in 10 countries; 
however, 30 of them (60%) occurred in the United States and were carried out in 
pursuit of a wide variety of ideological goals. Eighteen of the attacks were part of 
a series in which a single perpetrator motivated by anti-government sentiment 
planted pipe bombs in mailboxes in five U.S. states. 
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