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Introduction 

Seven	minutes	is	a	very	short	8me	in	which	to	make	points	about	new	approaches	to	counterterrorism.	
Accordingly,	I’m	going	to	rush	throu8gh	several	key	sets	of	data,	and	leave	you	with	a	presenta8on	that	includes	
both	some	back	up	sides	and	a	bibliography	that	provides	a	full	explana8on	of	each	point	I	raise.	

The	key	points	I	want	make	can	be	summarized	as	follows:	

•  Just	as	development	cannot	occur	without	stability	and	security,	stability	and	security	cannot	be	achieved	
without	development.	Counterterrorism	must	look	beyond	simply	figh8ng	terrorism	and	insurgency,	and	
address	the	underlying	causes	of	instability	and	violence.	

•  Change	requires	8me,	and	an	effec8ve	strategy	for	counterterrorism	must	look	at	8me	periods	of	a	decade	or	
more,	and	future	trends.	Focusing	on	the	current	threat	alone	is	a	certain	recipe	for	failure.	

•  One	key	trend	is	the	rapid	growth	of	Islam	throughout	much	of	the	world,	and	the	need	for	partnership	with	the	
Islamic	world	and	moderate,	largely	Islamic	states.	Demonizing		all	of	Islam	over	the	ac8on	of	a	small	extremist	
minority	is	an	equally	certain	recipe	for	failure.	

•  Both	the	West	and	the	East	have	adopted	the	wrong	approaches	to	the	deeper	upheavals	within	the	Islamic	
world.	As	the	Arab	Development	Reports	warned	as	early	as	2002,	These	upheavals	are	the	product	of	failed	
secularism	and	governance,	failed	development,	failed	governance,	corrup8on,	and	massive	popula8on	
pressure.		The	Western	view	that		“Arab	spring”	could		bring	effec8ve	stability	and	development	when	every	
such	upheaval	lacked	moderate	leaders	a	that	could	govern,	had	poli8cal	experience,	and	could	move	towards	
development	was	a	triumph	of	op8mism	over	experience.	The	The	East	focus	on	“color	revolu8ons”	and	
conspiracy	theories	has	been	an	exercise	in	equally	absurd	poli8cal	opportunism.	

I	can	only	rush	through	a	few	key	indicators	in	the	8me	I	have	available,	but	each	illustrates	the	scale	of	the	
problems	involved,	and	the	need	to	look	beyond	the	threat	of	the	moment,	parochial	aUtudes	towards	Islam,	and	
focus	on	coopera8on	between	the	West,	the	East,	and	the	Islamic	world.	
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The Global Impact of Islam: 2010-2050 

Source:	the	Pew	Research	Center,	The	Future	of	World	Religions:	Popula8on	Growth	Projec8ons,	2010-2050,	April	2,	2015,	
h;p://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projecDons-2010-2050/.	The	UN	and	U.S.	Census	Bureau	have	similar	data	on	populaDon	growth.	

ChrisDans	and	
Hindus	rise	by	
35%	

Muslims	rise	by	
73%	or	1.6	
billion.	

Muslims	will	grow	
by	6.	5%	as	a	
share	of	the	
global	populaDon.	
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The Growth of Muslim Populations: 2010-2050 

Source:	the	Pew	Research	Center,	The	Future	of	World	Religions:	Popula8on	Growth	Projec8ons,	2010-2050,	April	2,	2015,	
h;p://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projecDons-2010-2050/.	

The	primary	
growth	is	
outside	the	
MENA	region:	

•  +5.2%	of	
populaDon	in	
Asia	

•  +5.6%	in	
Sub-Saharan	
Africa	

•  +4.3%	in	
Europe	

May	have	the	
same	impact	
globally	as	the	
emergence	of	
China	
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The Rise of Terrorism in Islamic Regions 

Years:	(between	2010	and	2015),	All	incidents	regardless	of	doubt.	Region:	(South	Asia;	Central	Asia;	Middle	East	&	North	Africa;	Subsaharan	Africa)	
Source:	START	Data	Base,	h;p://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/.		

52,295	Incidents	
Grow	3-4	8mes	in	5	years	
	–	if	do	not	include	insurgency	
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The Rise of Terrorism in the MENA Region 

Source:	START	Data	Base,	h;p://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/.		
.	

22,953	Incidents	
•  Grow	2-3	8mes	in	5	years		
if	do	not	include	insurgency.	
•  Only	38%	can	be	abributed		
to	ISIS/Daesh	
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Ideology: Middle Eastern Support for ISIS: 2016 

Source:	By	Mark	Tessler,	Michael	Robbins	and	Amaney	Jamal,		What	do	ordinary	ci8zens	in	the	Arab	world	really	think	about	the	Islamic	State?	
Washington	Post,	July	29,	2016,	h;ps://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/files/2016/07/Figure11.png?Dd=a_inl.			

Not	many	Arabs	sympathize	with	the	Islamic	State.	
The	percent	agreeing	with	the	Islamic	State’s	goals	
range	from	0.4	percent	in	Jordan	to	6.4	percent	in	
the	PalesDnian	territories.	The	percent	agreeing	with	
the	Islamic	State’s	use	of	violence	range	from	0.4	
percent	in	Morocco	to	5.4	percent	in	the	PalesDnian	
territories.	The	percent	agreeing	that	the	Islamic	
State’s	tacDcs	are	compaDble	with	Islam	range	from	
1.0	percent	in	Jordan	to	8.9	percent	n	the	PalesDnian	
territories.	
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The Civil Side: Massive Demographic Pressure 

Source:	United	States	Census	Bureau,	InternaDonal	Data	Base,	Accessed	September	2016.	
h;p://www.census.gov/populaDon/internaDonal/data/idb/informaDonGateway.php	
.	
	

MENA					1950				1960			1970			1980			1990			2000				2010				2020				2030				2040			2050	
in	
Millions				81.8					105.5				137.6			184.7			252.5				310.4			376.9				420.1					520.7					581.3			635.8	
	

• MENA	Growth	in	1950-2010	was	4.5	8mes.	
•  Egypt	grew	4.5	-mes	between	1950	and	2016.	
•  Iraq	grew	7.4	-mes	
•  Libya	grew	6.8	-mes	
•  Syria	grew	4.9	-mes	
•  Yemen	grew	5.7	-mes	

•  Projected	MENA	Growth	in	2010-2015	is	59%.	
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The Civil Side: Youth Bulge 

Source:	Central	Intelligence	Agency,	World	Factbook	2014,	Accessed	April	2014,	
h;ps://www.cia.gov/library/publicaDons/the-world-factbook/	.	
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The Civil Side: GDP Per Capita 

GDP	Figures:	“GDP	per	Capita	(current	US$),”	The	World	Bank,	accessed	February	10,	2016.	Wealth	Figures:	“Global	
Wealth	Data	Book	2012,”	Credit	Suisse,	October	2015,	Accessed	February	11,	2016,	p.	19-22.	
	

Cri8cal	failures	
in	development	
fuel	terrorism	
and	instability	
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The Civil Side: Governance 
Failed	governance	leads	to	violence	and	extremism,	or	civil	conflict.	
Authoritarianism	and	repression	do	not	suppress	them,	simply	boble	them	
up	un8l	they	explode.	
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The Civil Side: Corruption 

Source:	Transparency	InternaDonal	CorrupDon	PercepDons	Index,	Accessed	February,	2016.	h;p://www.transparency.org/cpi2015/#results-table	

Corrup8on	breeds	anger	and	extremism:	See	Syria,	Yemen,	Libya,	Iraq	and	
Afghanistan	

12	



Back	Up	Slides	

13	



The Global Impact of Islam: 2010-2050 

Source:	the	Pew	Research	Center,	The	Future	of	World	Religions:	Popula8on	Growth	Projec8ons,	2010-2050,	April	2,	2015,	
h;p://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projecDons-2010-2050/.	 14	



The Civil Side: Demographics by Country 

Source:	United	States	Census	Bureau,	InternaDonal	Data	Base,	Accessed	April	2015.	
h;p://www.census.gov/populaDon/internaDonal/data/idb/informaDonGateway.php	
.	
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Middle Eastern Support for ISIS: 2016 – Part Two 
Support with and Without Focus on ISIS actions 

Source:	By	Mark	Tessler,	Michael	Robbins	and	Amaney	Jamal,		What	do	ordinary	ci8zens	in	the	Arab	world	really	think	about	the	Islamic	State?	
Washington	Post,	July	29,	2016,	h;ps://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/files/2016/07/Figure11.png?Dd=a_inl.			 16	



Public Perceptions of the Importance of Sharia 

Source:	Pew	Research	Center,	Michael	Lipka,	Muslims	and	Islam:	Key	findings	in	the	U.S.	and	around	the	world,	December	7,	2015,	p.	4.	

Recent	surveys	show	(that	most	people	in	several	countries	with	significant	Muslim	populaDons	have	an	unfavorable	view	of	ISIS,	including	virtually	all	respondents	in	
Lebanon	and	94%	in	Jordan.	

RelaDvely	small	shares	say	they	see	ISIS	favorably.	In	some	countries,	considerable	porDons	of	the	populaDon	do	not	offer	an	opinion	about	ISIS,	including	a	majority	(62%)	of	
Pakistanis.	

Favorable	views	of	ISIS	are	somewhat	higher	in	Nigeria	(14%)	than	most	other	naDons.	Among	Nigerian	Muslims,	20%	say	they	see	ISIS	favorably	(compared	with	7%	of	
Nigerian	ChrisDans).	The	Nigerian	militant	group	Boko	Haram,	which	has	been	conducDng	a	terrorist	campaign	in	the	country	for	years,	has	sworn	allegiance	to	ISIS.	

More	generally,	Muslims	mostly	say	that	suicide	bombings	and	other	forms	of	violence	against	civilians	in	the	name	of	Islam	are	rarely	or	never	jusDfied,	including	92%	in	
Indonesia	and	91%	in	Iraq.	In	the	United	States,	a	2011	survey	found	that	86%	of	Muslims	…say	that	such	tacDcs	are	rarely	or	never	jusDfied.	An	addiDonal	7%	say	suicide	
bombings	are	someDmes	jusDfied	and	1%	say	they	are	oqen	jusDfied	in	these	circumstances.	

In	a	few	countries,	a	quarter	or	more	of	Muslims	say	that	these	acts	of	violence	are	at	least	someDmes	jusDfied,	including	40%	in	the	PalesDnian	territories,	39%	in	
Afghanistan,	29%	in	Egypt	and	26%	in	Bangladesh.		

In	many	cases,	people	in	countries	with	large	Muslim	populaDons	are	as	concerned	as	Western	naDons...about	the	threat	of	Islamic	extremism,	and	have	become	
increasingly	concerned	in	recent	years.	About	two-thirds	of	people	in	Nigeria	(68%)	and	Lebanon	(67%)	said	earlier	this	year	they	are	very	concerned	about	Islamic	extremism	
in	their	country,	both	up	significantly	since	2013.	
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Bioliography	of	Sources	with	
Detailed	Data	on	Causes	on	
Terrorism	and	Instability	
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