
The Korea Chair team takes a biweekly look at events of interest in Washington, Seoul, and the region. 

May 19 - June 1, 2016 

U.S.-ROK RELATIONS

Senator Cory Gardner Calls for THAAD Deployment Amend-

ment in Defense Budget Bill

On May 25, Senator Cory Gardner (R-CO) introduced an amendment 
to S.2943, the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal 
Year 2017. The amendment expresses his support for the deploy-

ment of the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) missile 
system to the Korean peninsula.

U.S. Treasury Designates DPRK as “Primary Money Laundering 

Concern”  

On June 1, the U.S. Department of the Treasury announced a Notice 

of Finding that the DPRK is a jurisdiction of “primary money laun-

dering concern” under Section 311 of the USA PATRIOT Act, giving 

the secretary of treasury the authority to take special measures. 

DOMESTIC POLITICS  

20th National Assembly Begins 

The 20th ROK National Assembly began on May 30. The new speak-

er and deputy speakers will be elected in the first plenary session 

on June 7, and the chairmen of the standing committees on June 9. 

ECONOMICS AND TRADE 

ROK and China Discuss Joint Project Development   

On May 27, the Ministry of Strategy and Finance hosted the 14th 

Korea-China Ministerial Meeting on Economic Cooperation. They 

discussed developing joint projects to accelerate cooperation on 

President Park Geun-hye’s Eurasia Initiative and President Xi 

Jinping’s One Belt and One Road. Four memorandums of under-

standing (MOUs) were signed on digital Silk Road and information 

and communications technology projects, startup investment, cul-

tural cooperation, and tourist cooperation. 

GLOBAL RELATIONS 

President Park Visits Ethiopia, Uganda, and Kenya 

From May 25 to 31, ROK president Park Geun-hye paid state visits to 

three African nations—Ethiopia, Uganda, and Kenya—to explore 

economic and diplomatic opportunities. In all three nations, she 

launched a new developmental program called “Korean Aid,” host-

ed “K-Culture” events, and signed numerous MOUs in the areas of 

trade, technology, and science to improve cooperation. 

ROK PM Travels to Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan, and Turkey 

From May 19 to 23,  ROK prime minister Hwang Kyo-ahn traveled to 

Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan, and Turkey to deepen foreign relations 

and seek business opportunities. His visit to Uzbekistan is the first 

by a ROK prime minister in eight years. In Saudi Arabia, he met Sal-

UN Secretary-General Visits the ROK 
On May 25, UN secretary-general Ban Ki-moon partici-

pated in the 2016 Jeju Forum for Peace and Prosperity. 

He also traveled around the ROK afterwards and partic-

ipated in the G7 Summit in Japan before returning to 

New York on May 30. 
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ROK PM attends World Humanitarian Summit 
On May 23, ROK prime minister Hwang Kyo-ahn partici-
pated in the World Humanitarian Summit held in Istan-
bul, Turkey, where he highlighted the importance of 
international humanitarian law and accountability for 
any violations. PM Hwang discussed ROK’s stance on 
gender equality and human rights issues and pledged 
to increase its annual aid to the UN relief fund from 
$900,000 in 2015 to $2 million in 2016.  
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Looking Ahead 
Our Friday morning preview of events to watch in the weeks ahead. 

KOREA CHAIR MONITOR | 2 

man bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud to discuss expanding ties in the ener-

gy, construction, and plant industries. 

   
Switzerland, Russia, and European Union’s New  Sanctions 

On May 18, the Swiss government began enforcing measures deal-

ing with DPRK-Swiss finances, imports and exports, operation of 

airplanes and ships, and education. On May 19, Russia halted 

transactions and froze financial ties with the DPRK by closing sub-

sidiaries, branches, and representative offices of banks and pre-

venting further branches from forming. On May 27 the Council of 

the European Union adopted measures to complement UNSCR 

2270, including restrictions on trade, financial, and investment  

  

REGIONAL RELATIONS 

DPRK Senior Official Visits China 

On May 31, Ri Su-yong, vice chairman of the Central Committee of 

the Worker’s Party of Korea and director of the party's Interna-

tional Department, arrived in Beijing for a three-day trip to China. 

On May 31, he met Song Tao, the minister of International Depart-

ment of the Chinese Communist Party, and on June 1, he met Chi-

nese president Xi Jinping, the first time in three years that Xi has 

met a senior-level DPRK official since Choe Ryong-hae in 2013. 
 

ROK-JAPAN RELATIONS 

ROK Appoints New Ambassador to Japan 

On May 24, government sources revealed that diplomat Lee Joon-

gyu has been designated as the new ROK ambassador to Japan, 

replacing Ambassador Yoo Heung-soo, who is stepping down after 

the signing of the “comfort women agreement” in December 2015. 
 

Comfort Women Foundation Committee Created 

On May 31, the ROK  launched a committee to prepare for the es-

tablishment of a foundation designed to recompense comfort 

women under the agreement signed between the ROK and Japan 

in December 2015. The foundation is expected to launch  late June. 
 

NORTH KOREA 

Kang Sok-ju Passes Away 

Kang Sok-ju, member of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 

Party of Korea (KWP), deputy delegate to the Supreme People’s 

Assembly of the DPRK, and director of the KWP’s International 

Affairs Department, passed away on May 20 from cancer. He was 

a key negotiator in nuclear talks with the United States and a ma-

jor figure in DPRK foreign policy for the past three decades.  

 June 6 | U.S. secretary of defense Ashton Carter will travel to Singapore to deliver a keynote address at the 15th 
Asia Security Summit at the Shangri-La Dialogue. ROK minister of national defense Han Min-koo will also be 
participating. 

 June 28 | The ROK, Japan, and the U.S. will be conducting their first-ever missile warning exercise off the coast 
of Hawaii on the sidelines of the RIMPAC exercises.  

 

Fifth Korea-UAE Joint Economic Committee 
One May 30, the ROK and UAE signed a Joint Develop-

ment Agreement to build an energy-efficient seawater 

desalination plant at the Fifth Korea-UAE Joint Econom-

ic Committee. The two countries agreed to work to-

gether in infrastructure development in a third country, 

information system development to provide infor-

mation on intellectual property rights, new renewable 

energy development, and R&D for the petroleum in-

dustry. 
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ROK and Portugal Sign Air Service Agreement  
On May 21,  the ROK and Portugal initialed an agree-
ment on increasing their air services. The agreement 
would expand air traffic rights of both countries and 
code-sharing arrangements across their airlines, and 
would establish a legal foundation for creating direct 
flights for both passengers and cargo.  
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