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Chinese submarines must pass through narrow straits or 'chokepoints' to reach 

the Indian Ocean or Pacihc Ocean

Image Credit:@ 2016 Google. SK Planet Imagery ©2016 TerraMctrics. © Scribble Maps. Sec Jeremy 

Page. "China's Submarines Add Nuclear-Strike Capability. Altering Strategic Balance.· Wall Street 

Journal. October 24. 2014. 

It would also serve as a powerful encouragement to the development of a successful 

Japanese defense export industry. which is in the interests of all three countries. Australian 

and Japanese industry have formed highly successful and durable partnerships over more 

than half a century in the automotive. resources. and other sectors: joint development of 

submarines would be building on a strong foundation of industrial collaboration and mutual 

trust. Japan is a leading developer of new technologies and partnering on submarines and 
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Conclusion 
Along with its forward-deployed military forces, the United States’ alliances with Japan and 

Australia have underpinned stability and prosperity in Asia for more than half a century. Those 

alliances remain vital, and both are adapting to rapid strategic change in the Asia Pacific. Yet 

while reinvigorated bilateral alliances are necessary to meet the security challenges of the 

twenty-first century, they are not sufficient. The shifting maritime balance of power in the 

Western Pacific, the growing strategic importance of the Indian Ocean, competing threats in 

the Middle East and Europe, and continuing constraints on defense spending all reinforce the 

importance of federated approaches to defense in the Asia Pacific and securing the maritime 

commons in particular. 

Integrated U.S.-Japan-Australia maritime cooperation can help to redress capability 

shortfalls, enhance coalition warfighting, and strengthen deterrence and reassurance in the 

Asia Pacific. Its wider importance, however, lies in the contribution it can make to shaping a 

more benign regional security environment and thereby to supporting a peaceful and 

prosperous Asia Pacific underpinned by inclusive regional institutions, open economies, and 

adherence to longstanding rules and norms such as freedom of navigation.  

Engaging China on maritime issues can also help to advance that objective, and the United 

States, Japan, and Australia should seek to work with China where possible to tackle 

challenges such counter-piracy and HADR—as they did, for example, in the search for the 

missing Malaysian airliner MH370. Such collaboration can boost the capacity available to 

respond to shared regional maritime problems. It also develops operational familiarity, 

increasing transparency, and, over time, building mutual confidence. 

This does not preclude simultaneously deepening trilateral cooperation, however. China 

cannot be expected to like the development of networked maritime capabilities that serve—

among other purposes—to counter its own growing military power. But ultimately trilateral 

maritime cooperation should be seen as stabilizing rather than provocative. More integrated 

and interdependent coalition maritime capabilities can be instrumental to ensuring that 

Beijing has realistic expectations about the extent to which other countries will tolerate 

changes to the regional order—and thereby positively influence China’s behavior and 

choices. In this sense, the initiatives proposed in this paper will help to set the foundation for 

more-stable relationships, by clarifying for Beijing the full potential costs of maintaining its 
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current assertive course and further undermining the pillars that support the regional order. 

The risk for China is that those consequences could eventually include establishment of the 

collective security arrangements in Asia that purportedly so concern it. 

Deepening maritime cooperation between Australia, Japan, and the United States—and 

ultimately with India—makes compelling strategic, operational, budget, and political sense. It 

is consistent with the U.S. rebalance to Asia, Japan’s recent security reforms, and the 

strategic direction laid out in Australia’s just-released 2016 Defence White Paper. Pursuing it 

will require difficult decisions by governments as well as challenging institutional, 

bureaucratic, and cultural changes. It will take persistence and a long-term perspective. Yet 

each has too much at stake—and too much to gain—to pass up this opportunity. 
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