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Some Key Dates in Liberia’s Political History

1847. On July 26, the Republic of Liberia is founded by freed
American slaves of diverse African origins whose retumn to the
continent had been organized beginning in the 1820s under the
protection of the United States and the private sponsorship of an
organization known as the American Colonization Society with
assistance from six other philanthropic organizations. The
Americo-Liberians subsequently organize in a dominant party, the
True Whig Party, which governs continuously for more than a century.
1944 +. Developments in neighboring West African colonies
during World War II lead newly elected President William V.S.
Tubman to (1) give increased attention to the issue of gradual
integration of Liberia’s indigenous “tribal people” into a national
society, and (2) open up the country to overseas investment and
trade aimed at developing the economy beyond subsistence
agriculture and rubber production.

April 1980. President William R. Tolbert, Jr. and over a score of
his associates are killed in an April 12 army coup led by Master
Sergeant Samuel Kanyon Doe, a member of the indigenous Krahn
ethnic group. Doe becomes chairman of a People’s Redemption
Council made up of noncommissioned officers and enlisted men.
One of the first acts of the new regime is an announcement that
Independence Day will henceforth be celebrated on April 12 (“the
day the majority of Liberians gained their independence for the first
time”) instead of July 26.

December 1981. Doe announces a target date of April 1985
for a return to constitutional rule.

1985+. Following controversial October 1985 multiparty
elections involving questionable procedures and significant tension
(including an April 1985 attempt to assassinate Doe), the governing
process is marked by frequent changes of personnel.

1989. Armed insurrection by the National Patriotic Front of Liberia
(NPFL), led by former government official Charles Taylor, begins in the
northeastern region of Nimba County on December 24 and develops
into a conflict between alliances of various ethnic groups.
January-August 1990. As NPFL forces advance toward
Monrovia, mediation efforts by the Liberian Council of Churches
lead to an unproductive mid-June meeting between government
and NPFL representatives in Freetown, Sierra Leone. When the
NPFL offensive begins its siege of the capital on July 2, Taylor
demands Doe’s resignation as a precondition for a cease-fire. On
July 19, a breakaway NPFL faction led by Prince Yormie Johnson
gains control of parts of Monrovia.

August 24, 1990. A five-nation military force of some 5,000
operating under the name ECOMOG (the Economic Community
of West African States Cease-fire Monitoring Group) arrives by sea
in Monrovia from Sierra Leone to undertake establishment of a
cease-fire in the city and evacuate some 7,000 West African
nationals. The ECOMOG force is comprised of battalions from
Nigeria (2), Ghana, Sierra Leone, and Guinea and a company-size
unit from Gambia.

August 27-September 2, 1990. A meeting of Liberian
political parties and interest groups (which Taylor does not attend)
is convened in Banjul, Gambia under ECOWAS auspices.
Senior-level representatives of most of the 16 ECOWAS
member-states (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote d’'Ivoire,
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania,
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo) take part. The
conference elects an interim government headed by Dr. Amos
Sawyer as president to administer Liberia and hold general
elections in October 1991 (subsequently rescheduled to 1992).
Under the terms of the ECOWAS peace plan, the interim president
and vice president are not eligible to run for office in the elections.
September 9-10, 1990. On September 9, Doe is wounded and
captured when he leaves the fortified executive mansion for the first
time in several months to meet with the commander of the

peacekeeping force at ECOMOG headquarters in Monrovia.
According to BBC reports, Prince Johnson arrives unexpectedly
with a heavily armed force that kills some 60 of Doe’s entourage
before carrying the wounded president off “to put on trial.” After
being tortured, Doe is killed on September 10.

November 21, 1990. Sawyer arrives in Monrovia. On the
following day he is inaugurated as interim president.

November 27-28, 1990. At an extraordinary summit of
ECOWAS heads of state in Bamako, Mali, leaders of the three
main armed factions (Taylor's NPFL, Prince Johnson’s
Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia [INPFL], and
remnants of Doe’s Armed Forces of Liberia) join the interim
government in endorsing the ECOWAS peace plan and sign a
cease-fire declaration. Some fighting continues, but the worst of
the civil war now appears to be past. The NPFL holds 90 percent
or more of the country. The Sawyer administration governs
Monrovia but has no army of its own.

December 20-22, 1990. At a meeting in Banjul, Gambia, the
three military factions issue a joint statement announcing that an
“All Liberia Conference” will be held in the near future to broaden
the composition of the interim government.

March 1991. The All Liberia Conference opens in Monrovia on
March 15. An NPFL delegation (not including Taylor) arrives, but
walks out on March 28, charging that the conference is ignoring
Taylor’s call for the establishment of a three-person ruling council
(Taylor, Sawyer, and a neutral figure) to govern until elections can
be held. The delegation returns two days later, but refuses to take
part in the deliberations.

April 19-20, 1991. The All Liberia Conference elects Sawyer as
president of an Interim Government of National Unity IGNU). The
conference establishes two vice presidential positions—one for each
rebel group. Taylor refuses to name a vice president or recognize the
legitimacy of the IGNU. Prince Johnson names Peter Naigow to the
INPFL vice-presidential slot.

April 29, 1991. Sawyer swears in the new Interim Legislative
Assembly.

June 3, 1991. Sawyer is seated as Liberia’s representative at the
Organization of African Unity’s annual Assembly of Heads of State
in Abuja, Nigeria.

July 1991. According to the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau
for Refugee Programs, most of the more than 750,000 Liberians
(out of an estimated total population of 2.5 million) who fled the
civil war since 1989 are still in neighboring ECOWAS
countries—an estimated 227,500 in Céte d’Ivoire, 342,000 in
Guinea, 10,000 in Sierra Leone, 6,000 in Ghana, and smaller
numbers in Nigeria, Gambia, and Mali.

August 1991. Naigow and other senior INPFL. members
withdraw from the interim government following the latter’s
condemnation of summary executions carried out by the INPFL.
September 10, 1991. Senegal’s President Abdou Diouf, in
Washington on a state visit, informs President Bush that his
government has undertaken to contribute up to three battalions of
troops to the ECOMOG mission as part of an effort to
accommodate pressure from Taylor’s NPFL for a more balanced
anglophone-francophone monitoring force. The first contingent of
Senegalese troops arrives on October 26.

Mid-October 1991. Although the cease-fire is generally being
respected, economic and governance links between Monrovia and
the hinterland remain minimal. A growing number of exiled
Liberians and U.S. analysts with on-the-ground experience are
counseling that realization of genuine nationhood and the
significant economic potential inherent in Liberia’s coastal location,
rubber, timber, coffee, minerals, and other resources can only be
achieved by a government of new-generation apolitical technocrats.
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