
The Korea Chair team takes a biweekly look at events of interest in Washington, Seoul, and the region. 

January 13 - January 27, 2016 

U.S.-ROK RELATIONS
U.S. Under Secretary for Political Affairs Nominee Visits Seoul
Ambassador Thomas Shannon, U.S. Department of State counselor
and pending nominee for under secretary for political affairs, ar-
rived in Seoul on January 27 and will stay until January 28. He is
visiting the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and will hold bilateral meet-
ings with Korean officials on the alliance, global priorities, and re-
sponses to North Korea. Ambassador Shannon was nominated as
the next under secretary for political affairs in September 2015.

DOMESTIC POLITICS 
Major Parties Begin Preparing for Upcoming General Election 
In the run-up to the April general elections, the opposition Minju 
party has undergone a change in leadership, as Moon Jae-in re-
signed from his chairman position on January 26 and Kim Jong-in 
was appointed as the interim leader. On January 25, Ahn Cheol-soo 
and Chun Jung-bae agreed on creating a new united coalition party, 
the People’s party. In preparing for April, the ruling Saenuri party’s 
Supreme Council is undergoing an internal debate over its nomina-
tion system holding meetings on January 24 and January 28. 

ECONOMICS AND TRADE 
BOK Monetary Policy Decision 
On January 14, the Monetary Policy Board of the Bank of Korea 
(BOK) decided to leave the base interest rate unchanged at 1.50 per-
cent for the inter-meeting period. In its decision the board forecast 
a continued recover in the domestic economy but cited uncertain-
ties stemming from external economic conditions to be high. The 
board noted risk factors including changes in U.S. monetary policy, 
financial and economic conditions in China, capital flow move-
ments, and domestic household debt. 

2015 Annual and Fourth Quarter GDP Growth Estimates 
On January 26, the Bank of Korea released its advance estimate of 
gross domestic product growth. Quarterly real GDP grew by 0.6 per-
cent in the fourth quarter of 2015 from the previous quarter of 2015, 
while annual real GDP increased by 2.6 percent.  

GLOBAL RELATIONS 
ROK Consulates with UN Security Council Members 
The ROK launched a series of consultations regarding North Korea 
nuclear issues with UN Security Council permanent and nonperma-
nent members seeking to foster international consensus on North 
Korea’s violations of UN resolutions. On January 18 and 19, Deputy 
Minister for Multilateral and Global Affairs Shin Dong-ik held meet-
ings with UN ambassadors from China, Japan, Spain, Ukraine, Ma-
laysia, Senegal, Egypt, and Venezuela, the United States, France, the 
United Kingdom, Uruguay, and New Zealand in New York. 

South Korea Co-chairs ASEAN+3 
On January 22, South Korea co-chaired the 15th meeting of the 
ASEAN+3 in Manila, the Philippines. The member countries signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) on measures to promote 
cooperation and expand tourism. Second Vice Minister of Culture, 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Visits Seoul 
From January 19 to 20, U.S. deputy secretary of state An-
tony Blinken met with ROK minister of foreign affairs Yun 
Byung-se and ROK vice minister of foreign affairs Lim Sung-
nam, following a trilateral meeting in Tokyo. In a media 
briefing following his meeting with Yun, Blinken called on 
China to play an “active leadership role” in resolving the 
North Korean nuclear issue. Blinken also met with ROK 
minister of defense Han Min-koo. 

Photo Credit: U.S. Department of State. 

Uganda Delegation Visits Korea for Knowledge Transfer 

On January 25, delegates from Uganda’s Ministry of Works 

and Transportation visited the ROK to study Korea’s logis-

tics policies and infrastructure. The five-day knowledge 

exchange program is funded by Korea Green Growth Trust 

Fund. The Fund was established by the ROK government at 

the World Bank in 2013 and is designed to support sustain-

able development around the world. 

Photo Credit: your local connection’s Flickr Photostream. 



Looking Ahead 
Our Friday morning preview of events to watch in the weeks ahead. 
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Sports, and Tourism Kim Chong met on the sidelines with Vice 
Chairman of the China National Tourism Administration Wu 
Wenzue to outline specifics of “Visit Korea Year 2016–2018.” 

REGIONAL RELATIONS 
John Kerry Visits Beijing and Discusses North Korea Issue 
On January 26, U.S. secretary of state John Kerry visited Beijing 
for two days. He met President Xi Jinping of China, Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi of China, and other senior Chinese officials for discus-
sion that included North Korea issues. At a press conference after 
the meeting, Wang said China agrees on the need for denucleari-
zation and a new UN Security Council resolution, preferring nego-
tiations and consultation to prevent new tensions. Kerry said the 
United States also does not want any military tensions but will not 
dismiss any necessary options to achieve the goal. 

U.S.-ROK-Japan Trilateral Meeting
On January 16, U.S. deputy secretary of state Antony Blinken, ROK
first vice minister of foreign affairs Lim Sung-nam, and Japanese
vice minister of foreign affairs Akitaka Saiki  met in Tokyo to dis-
cuss trilateral cooperation on regional and global challenges, in-
cluding that of North Korea. In a press conference preceding the
meeting, Deputy Secretary Blinken said the strength and vitality
of the trilateral relationship is indispensable to realizing a vision
of enduring prosperity, security, and stability of the region.

INTER-KOREA RELATIONS 
South Korea Reacts to North Korean Nuclear Test 
Following North Korea’s fourth nuclear test on January 6, Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye of South Korea made several statements 
pressing North Korea. During a cabinet meeting on January 19 
and a separate meeting with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Min-
istry of Unification, and Ministry of National Defense on January 
22, President Park called for stricter sanctions on North Korea and 
mentioned that the countries should consider holding five-party 
talks if necessary. In a national address on January 13, President 
Park said that the nuclear test is a serious threat and that the ROK 
and United States will strengthen their combined-defense capabil-
ity to deter provocations. Relatedly, the South Korean military 
resumed loudspeaker broadcasts in January and North Korea con-
ducted leaflet drops into South Korean border regions January 12 
through January 18. 

DEFENSE ISSUES 
ROK Officials Publicly Mention THAAD 
During a January 25 television interview, ROK defense minister 
Han Min-koo said consideration of the Terminal High Altitude 
Area Defense (THAAD) missile system on the Korean peninsula is 
militarily necessary. This marked the first time he made a public 
statement in this regard. President Park also mentioned THAAD 
during a press conference after her January 13 national address. 

 January 28 | Director-General for Policy Planning Shin Beom-chul will attend the second MIKTA senior officials

meeting representing the Republic of Korea in Canberra, Australia.

 February 8 | The Lunar New Year begins. This is the Year of the Monkey.

 February 19 | Please join us for a special conversation, “North Korea: The Human Condition and Security Nex-

us,” at CSIS, our second annual conference on North Korean human rights and the UN COI report.

CSIS Korea Chair Welcomes New Intern Class 
This January, the CSIS Korea Chair extends a warm wel-
come to the spring 2016 intern class. This semester we are 
joined by Seongwon Song, Eun Kyung DuBois, Seo Young 
Kim, and Charlotte Fitzek 
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