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Global Patterns of Attack
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Terrorist Attacks: 2000-2014

3 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 15.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Success Rates: 2000-2014

4 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 36.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Key Methods of Attack: 2000-2014

5 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 36.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Rising Lethality of Attacks

6 Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 1 

Between 1970 and 2014, there have been 176 occasions on which terrorist attacks killed more than 100 people (excluding perpetrators), in a particular country on a particular day. This includes both 
isolated attacks, multiple attacks, and multi-part, coordinated attacks. The first such event took place in 1978, when an arson attack targeting the Cinema Rex Theater in Abadan, Iran killed more than 
400 people. Since the Cinema Rex attack, and until 2013, 4.2 such mass-fatality terrorist events happened per year, on average. In 2014, the number increased dramatically when 26 mass-fatality 
terrorist events took place in eight different countries: Afghanistan (1), Central African Republic (1), Iraq (9), Nigeria (9), Pakistan (1), South Sudan (1), Syria (3), and Ukraine (1). 

The occurrence of a series of attacks on a particular day that result in large numbers of casualties may or may not be indicative of explicit coordination among perpetrators. Nearly half (11) of the 26 
days in 2014 in which more than 100 victims were killed by terrorists in a single country involved the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) as perpetrators. In Nigeria, all nine of the highly 
lethal days involved the perpetrator group Boko Haram. Other perpetrator groups responsible for attacks on these high-lethality days include the Taliban in Afghanistan, militia groups in the 
Central African Republic, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Sudan People’s Liberation Movement in Opposition (SPLM-IO), al-Nusrah Front, and the Luhansk People’s Republic and the Donetsk People’s 
Republic, both in Ukraine. 

Between 2000 and 2014, there were 83 days on which more than 100 people were killed by terrorist attacks in a single country. These attacks took place in 25 countries in North and South America, 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and Asia; however, they were especially concentrated in Iraq and Nigeria. 

Although Western Europe has historically experienced thousands of terrorist attacks, highly lethal attacks like the recent events in Paris are extremely unusual. The deadliest terrorist attacks in 
Western Europe between 2000 and 2014 took place in Madrid, Spain, on March 11, 2004 when assailants attacked six different transportation targets with explosives. Four of the devices 
detonated, killing 191 people and wounding more than 1,800. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Deaths from Terrorism: 2000-2014

7 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 14.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Average Lethality: 2000-2014

8 Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 4

The recent attacks in Paris reportedly involved both explosives and firearms. 
These two types of weapons are those most commonly used in terrorist attacks 
worldwide.

Between 2000 and 2014, explosives were used in 58 percent of all terrorist 
attacks, and firearms were used in 34 percent of all terrorist attacks. However 
both firearms and explosives were used much more rarely—in less than 4 
percent of all attacks. 

Attacks that involved firearms were somewhat more deadly than those involving 
explosives, causing 3.1 fatalities on average (including perpetrator deaths), 
compared to 2.4. 

Despite the potential for explosives to cause mass casualties in certain cases, 
they were also more frequently used in attacks that are non-lethal (57%), either 
because they targeted only property or were unsuccessful at causing human 
casualties.

In comparison, 24 percent of all attacks involving only firearms worldwide 
between 2000 and 2014 were non-lethal. 

Attacks that involved both explosives and firearms caused, on average, 6.8 
deaths per attack. This rate of lethality is 2.8 times that of all attacks overall, and 
attacks involving explosives. It is 2.2 times the average lethality of attacks 
involving firearms. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Lethality Patterns by Month: 2014

9 Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 1 

In 2014, a total of 13,463 terrorist attacks occurred worldwide, 
resulting in more than 32,700 deaths and more than 34,700 injuries. 
In addition, more than 9,400 people were kidnapped or taken 
hostage. In this report we describe patterns of worldwide terrorist 
activity with respect to changes during the year, geographic 
concentration, casualties, perpetrator organizations, tactics, weapons, 
and targets.

On average, there were 1,122 terrorist attacks, 2,727 deaths, and 
2,899 injuries per month worldwide in 2014. There were 2.57 fatalities 
and 2.87 injuries per attack, including perpetrator casualties.

The months with the most terrorist attacks and combined casualties 
(deaths and injuries) were May, June, and July. In particular, the high 
number of attacks in May coincides with the peak of spring “fighting 
season” in Afghanistan, where attacks increased more than 107% 
between February and May.

Contributing to the high number of fatalities in June, the Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) carried out an attack on Badush prison in 
Mosul, Iraq on June 10, 2014, which resulted in the deaths of 670 Shia 
prisoners. As of the end of 2014, this was the deadliest terrorist attack 
worldwide since September 11, 2001.

Also in June, there were five attacks in which more than 50 people were 
kidnapped. Three took place in Iraq, one in Somalia, and one in Syria. In 
August, four attacks (three in Iraq and one in Nigeria) involved the 
abduction of more than 50 people.

The exceptionally high number of hostages reported in December is 
largely a result of the attack on the Army Public School in Peshawar, 
Pakistan. Assailants from Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan held more than 
500 individuals hostage during a siege that killed at least 150 people.

More than 6,200 of the 32,700 people killed in 2014 (19%) were 
perpetrators of terrorist attacks. Perpetrators were killed intentionally 
in suicide attacks, accidentally while attempting to carry out attacks, or 
by security forces or victims responding to attacks.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Coordinated Attacks: 2000-2014

10 Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 2-3

Like the recent attacks in Paris, some of the highly lethal terrorist attacks described above were carried out as part of coordinated events in which perpetrators execute multiple attacks 
simultaneously, or nearly simultaneously, typically in a single country or city. Between 2000 and 2014, 14 percent of all terrorist attacks that occurred worldwide were conducted in coordination with 
other attacks. 

On average, individual attacks that were carried out as part of a coordinated event were slightly more deadly, causing 2.84 total fatalities on average, compared to isolated attacks, which caused 2.35 
total fatalities on average. The average number of perpetrator fatalities among attacks that were part of a coordinated event were slightly higher as well—0.39 perpetrator deaths per attack, 
compared to 0.33 for isolated attacks. 

More than 10,000 coordinated terrorist attacks took place in 104 countries between 2000 and 2014. Much like terrorism in general, these attacks were concentrated among a small number of 
countries. More than half of all coordinated attacks (54%) took place in Iraq, Pakistan, India, Nigeria, and Afghanistan. 
Among countries that experienced more than 50 attacks between 2000 and 2014, France had the highest proportion of attacks that were carried out as part of multi-part, coordinated events, with 40 
percent. The majority of these (87%) were carried out in Corsica by separatists including the Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC), causing property damage but no deaths and few injuries. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Key Perpetrators: 2000-2014

11 Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 2-3

The perpetrator of the attack was unidentified for 40 percent of all coordinated 
terrorist attacks that took place worldwide between 2000 and 2014. The 
remaining 60 percent were disproportionately carried out by a relatively small 
number of perpetrator groups. 

While the recent attack in Paris shares similarities with the November 2008 
attack in Mumbai, India, the perpetrator group in that attack, Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), is not among the most frequent perpetrators of coordinated attacks. 

In contrast, ISIL, under its current incarnation, carried out more than 750 
coordinated attacks during this time period—specifically in 2013 and 2014. 
However, this is a conservative assessment because the Global Terrorism 
Database records the names of perpetrator organizations at the time of the 
attack. 

Thus, it is important to note that al-Qa’ida in Iraq (AQI), ISIL’s predecessor, 
carried out at least 400 coordinated attacks as well. Also, 25 coordinated attacks 
were attributed to the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), another identity previously 
assumed by ISIL, and several other coordinated attacks were carried out by 
provinces of the Islamic State, including the Sinai Province and the Tripoli 
Province. 

Other organizations that have carried out more than a hundred coordinated 
attacks include Boko Haram in Nigeria, the Taliban in Afghanistan, the 
Communist Party of India- Maoist and unaffiliated Maoists in India, al-Shabaab
primarily in Somalia and Kenya, Tehriki-i-Taliban Pakistan, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Columbia (FARC), the New People’s Army (NPA) in the 
Philippines, Fulani militants in Nigeria and the Central African Republic, and al-
Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). 

In addition, at least 50 coordinated attacks between 2000 and 2014 were 
carried out by individuals who reportedly were not affiliated with a particular 
terrorist organization or group. These attacks took place in 10 countries; 
however, 30 of them (60%) occurred in the United States and were carried out in 
pursuit of a wide variety of ideological goals. Eighteen of the attacks were part of 
a series in which a single perpetrator motivated by anti-government sentiment 
planted pipe bombs in mailboxes in five U.S. states. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Key Perpetrators: 2013-2014

12 Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Bureau of Counterterrorism
Country Reports on Terrorism 2014 , http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm. 

http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm


Key Countries by Location: 2013-2014

13 Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Bureau of Counterterrorism
Country Reports on Terrorism 2014 , http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm. 

Although terrorist attacks took place in 95 countries in 2014, they were heavily concentrated geographically. More than 60% of all attacks took place in five countries (Iraq, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, and Nigeria), and 78% of all fatalities due to terrorist attacks took place in five countries (Iraq, Nigeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Syria).

Given the limitations of media coverage in Syria, the data presented here are conservative estimates of terrorism in Syria. Consistent with START's practice of including in the 
GTD only those attacks that have been verified by at least one well-regarded source, these statistics represent those incidents that were reported by independent news outlets.
Globally aggregated statistics do not represent uniform patterns worldwide. They are produced by diverse trends in violence and heavily influenced by events in several key 
locations. The statistical profiles in Table 2 illustrate many of these dynamics.

Attacks: Large increases in Iraq and Afghanistan, two countries that also experienced high numbers of attacks in 2013, comprise more than one-third (37%) of the 35% increase 
in total attacks worldwide in 2014 compared to 2013.

Fatalities: Large increases in Nigeria, Iraq, and Afghanistan, three countries that also experienced high numbers of fatalities due to terrorist attacks in 2013, comprise more 
than two-thirds (72%) of the 81% increase in total fatalities worldwide in 2014 compared to 2013. Also, approximately one-quarter (26%) of the increase in total fatalities was 
attributable to increases in perpetrator fatalities, which were especially prevalent in Iraq, Nigeria, and Syria.

Injuries: The total number of injuries due to terrorist attacks increased slightly (6%) in 2014. This was largely a product of various regional trends, including a 376% increase in 
injuries in Nigeria in 2014, and a 44% decrease in injuries in Pakistan in 2014 compared to 2013.

Hostages: Several countries observed large increases in the number of hostages taken in terrorist attacks in 2014. However, the largest increases took place in Iraq, Nigeria, and 
Syria, comprising more than two-thirds (68%) of the 201% increase in hostages worldwide in 2014 compared to 2013. This considerable increase in the total number of hostages 
taken by perpetrators of terrorist attacks is a result of a large increase in the number of attacks that involved any hostages as well as a large increase in the number of attacks 
that involved more than 100 hostages.
Four of the five countries that experienced the most terrorist attacks in 2014 were the same as those that experienced the most terrorism in 2013. The one exception was the 
Philippines, which experienced a 24% decline in attacks, and ranked 10 th among countries with the most terrorism in 2014. Nigeria, which ranked 7 th among countries with 
the most terrorist attacks in 2013, experienced a 114% increase in attacks and a 308% increase in fatalities in 2014.

http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm


Tactics and Targets: 2014

14 Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Bureau of Counterterrorism
Country Reports on Terrorism 2014 , http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm. 

Each recorded terrorist attack can involve one or more tactics in a continuous 
sequence of actions. The most commonly used tactic in 2014 involved explosives 
(54%), followed by armed assaults (23%), which almost always involved firearms.

Although the pattern of tactics in 2014 generally remained consistent with 2013, 
bombings and assassinations were slightly less prevalent in 2014, while hostage 
takings (a combination of kidnapping and barricade events) were relatively more 
prevalent. In particular, the percentage of attacks classified as bombings 
decreased from 57% to 54%, and the percentage of assassinations decreased.

In addition to the tactics shown in Figure 2, there were 39 unarmed assaults in 
2014. There were also 42 hijackings carried out in 2014, primarily involving cars, 
trucks, and buses as well as three maritime targets and one airplane.

A total of 574 terrorist suicide attacks took place in 2014, resulting in more than 
4,700 deaths and more than 7,800 injuries. Although these attacks took place in 
17 countries, 70% of them occurred in Iraq and Afghanistan. On average, suicide 
attacks in 2014 were 3.6 times as lethal as non-suicide attacks.

Fewer than 1,300 terrorist attacks in 2014 involved multiple types of targets.
More than half of all targets attacked in 2014 (55%) were classified as either 
private citizens and property or police.

Terrorist attacks were particularly likely to target private citizens and property in 
Nigeria (66% of attacks in Nigeria) and Iraq (41% of attacks in Iraq).

Attacks targeting police were most frequently aimed at police officers, security 
forces, or patrols, and took place disproportionately in Afghanistan (43%).

The most ubiquitous targets of terrorist attacks in 2014 were private citizens and 
property (attacked in 72 countries) and non-diplomatic government entities 
(attacked in 62 countries).

Attacks on journalism and media targets increased 34% in 2014 compared to 
2014, and occurred in 30 countries; . Attacks on journalists and media targets 
were most frequently classified as kidnappings (31%), assassinations (27%), and 
bombings (18%).
.

http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm


Targets of Terrorism: 2000-2014

15 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 34.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Target by Business Type

16 Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 4

The attacks in Paris reportedly targeted several “soft” targets where large numbers of civilians gather without extraordinary security measures in place. The targets included several 
restaurants, a theater where a concert was being held, and a sports arena where a soccer match was being held. 

The Global Terrorism Database classifies these particular types of targets as businesses, subcategorized as “restaurants/bars/cafés” and entertainment/cultural/stadiums/ casinos.” 
Between 1970 and 2014, more than 2,300 of these types of targets were attacked by terrorists. 

Among the most deadly attacks on these restaurant/entertainment targets were two coordinated attacks targeting tourists at Paddy’s Bar and the Sari Club in Kuta, Indonesia in October 
2002. These attacks, which were claimed by al-Qa’ida and also attributed to members of Jemaah Islamiyah, killed more than 200 people and wounded more than 300 others. 

Later that same month, Chechen rebels attacked Dubrovka Theater in Moscow, holding more than 900 people hostage. After a three-day standoff, Russian special forces filled the 
building with an unidentified gas intended to subdue the perpetrators. The gas killed all 40 perpetrators as well as 125 hostages. Five additional hostages were killed by the attackers 
during a shoot-out. 

Over this entire 45-year time period, the most terrorist attacks against restaurant/entertainment targets took place in Iraq (342), the United Kingdom (167), Spain (131), Colombia (122), 
and France (118). However, nearly all of the attacks in Iraq took place in the 21st century and were carried out by ISIL and its predecessors. 

In contrast, attacks in Western Europe and Latin America were somewhat more concentrated in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, and were most commonly attributed to perpetrator 
organizations like Basque Fatherland and Freedom (ETA), the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), the Irish Republican Army (IRA), and 
the Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC). 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Private Citizens and Property: 2000-2014

17 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 35-36.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Terrorism in Violent and War-

Torn Countries
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Terror and Conflict

19 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014, 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf,  p. 71.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Deaths by Region: 2014

20 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 37.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Impact of Key Terrorist Groups: 2014

21 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 39.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Countries with Highest terrorist Death Rate: 2000-

2014

22 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 14.

• Ten countries with the highest number of deaths in 2014 accounted for 88 per 
cent of the global total. However, the majority of these deaths have occurred in 
just five countries. As in both 2012 and 2013, Iraq, Nigeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and

• Syria remain the five countries most affected by terrorism.

• In 2014 these five countries accounted for 78 per cent of all terrorist deaths. 
Four of the five countries had the highest levels ever recorded. Nigeria’s increase 
in deaths is also the largest yearly increase ever recorded.

• Outside the ten countries with the highest number of deaths from terrorism, 
deaths increased by 139 per cent from 2013 to 2014.

• In 2014 there were 4,005 deaths from terrorism in the rest of the world, 
representing 12 per cent of total deaths.

• In contrast, in 2013 there were 1,679 deaths from terrorism in the rest of the 
world representing 9.3 per cent of deaths in that year.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Afghan Government and Taliban Battle Deaths: 2014

23 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 39.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Number of Years A country Has Been in Top Ten 

Affected by Terrorism

24 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 14.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


The Growing Role of ISIS
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ISIS in Syria and Iraq

12/17/2015 26



AQIM and ISIS/ISIL Deaths: 2010-2014

27 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 41.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Terrorism in West: Pre-Paris
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Deaths in Western Countries: 2014

29 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 50-5148.

On its own, the September 11 attack accounts for 82 per cent of the total number
of deaths from terrorism in Western countries from 2000 to
2014. The Madrid train bombings which killed nearly 200 people
represents five per cent of total deaths from terrorism, whilst the
Norwegian massacre which killed 77 and the London bombings
which killed 56 account for around two per cent each. These
attacks caused mass panic and are considered serious security
breaches by citizens of the West expecting their governments to
provide protection from such events.
In 2014, in the countries classified as the West, the United
States had the most deaths from terrorism with 18 deaths.
Eighty-two per cent of fatal attacks in the US involved a
firearm where the assailant was an American citizen. Of the 19
attacks that occurred in the United States in 2014, all but five
were committed by individuals. These attacks were largely
motivated by right wing extremism or white supremacists.
There were eight attacks by right wing extremists undertaken
by individuals or people with an affiliation to Sovereign
Citizens, which is a network of individuals that have antigovernment
views. Two attacks were motivated by antigovernment
views and two attacks by anti-semitism.
Four out of the 19 attacks in the US had a jihadist element.
These attacks were three shootings by Ali Muhammad Brown
who cited opposition to US foreign policy as the motivation for
his attacks, and the hatchet attack of police officers in New
York by Zale Thompson.

Australia, Belgium and Canada all recorded four deaths. The most deadly single attack in these countries occurred in Belgium where four people were killed in 
Brussels when a fighter who had recently returned from Syria and who had ties to ISIL opened fire at the Jewish Museum. The United Kingdom recorded the 
highest number of incidents with 102, however these resulted in no deaths. The majority of these attacks occurred in Northern Ireland and involved the New IRA.
The other countries which suffered fatalities from terrorism in 2014 were Kosovo, Austria, France,  Czech Republic and Albania. Collectively these countries 
accounted for seven deaths, or 19 per cent of the total deaths seen in the West. There were more terrorist attacks in Europe than in North
America, with 222 attacks occurring in Europe which is 89 per cent of attacks in the West. However,  the lethality of these attacks was low with 0.05deaths per 
attack compared to the global average of 2.4 deaths per attack.



“Lone Wolf” Factor in the West

30 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014, 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf,  p. 52.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Western Public Concern over Domestic Islamic 

Terrorism: 2005-2014: Pew Trust

31 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014, 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf,  p. 52.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Terrorism vs. Criminal 

Violence in the West
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Homicide vs. Terrorism

33 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 29-30.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Cost of Terrorism vs. Interpersonal Violence

34 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014, 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf,  p. 64-65.

Costs for terrorism were taken from the portion of security agency costs which are allocated to counterterrorism programs. This is 44 per cent in the US as per Stewart,
Ellingwood and Mueller (2011) and 81 per cent in the UK as per MI5’s budget. The calculation does not take into account the costs from the Department of Homeland 
Security in the US. The costs of interpersonal violence are calculated from IEP’s economic costs of violence methodology. This takes into account the costs of homicide 
and violent crime. The expenditure on interpersonal violence is only a measure of the costs of police. All estimations are converted to per capita terms using population 
data from the IMF.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Foreign Volunteers

(No reliable estimates 

exist, and most are dated 

and only include ISIS. U.S. 

estimates as of September 

2015 put total for ISIS at a 

nominal 30,000)
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Uncertain Foreign Fighter Numbers: 2014 to 2015 - I

36 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 46.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Uncertain Foreign Fighter Numbers: 2014 to 2015 - II

37

Source: Vision of 
Humanity. Global 
terrorism Index Report, 
2014 
http://static.visionofhum
anity.org/sites/default/fil
es/2015%20Global%20Te
rrorism%20Index%20Rep
ort_0_0.pdf, p. 46.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria: 2013 to 2015

38 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 48.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Source: Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL, Accessed 30.9.15

Wikipedia Estimate of Foreign Fighters: 9/2015
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• Algeria: Wilayat Algeria formed from Jund al-Khilafah after it pledged allegiance to ISIL.   Wilayat
Barqa formed from the Shura Council of Islamic Youth 

• Libya: Some militants formerly associated with Ansar al-Sharia in Libya also pledged allegiance to 
ISIL   

• Egypt:  Wilayat Sinai formed from the majority of the membership of Ansar Bait al-Maqdis

• Yemen: Wilayat Sanaa formed from a faction of Ansar al-Sharia who pledged allegiance to ISIL.

• Pakistan and Afghanistan: Wilayat Khorasan formed from the allegiance of militants from groups 
based in Pakistan and Afghanistan, including Jundallah, Tehreek-e-Khilafat, the Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistanand dissident commanders formerly associated with Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan.

• Northeastern Nigeria, Chad, Niger and northern Cameroon: Wilayat Gharb Afriqiya formed from 
Boko Haram pledging allegiance to ISIL.

• Chechnya and Dagestan: Wilayat Qawqaz formed from dissident militants of the Caucasus 
Emirate in Chechnya and Dagestan who switched their allegiance to ISIL.

• Palestinian: Militants of the group Army of the Islamic State (Palestinian Territories) pledged 
allegiance to ISIL.

• Philippines, Malaysia: Militants of the group Abu Sayyaf pledged allegiance to ISIL.

• Saudi Arabia:  Unidentified militants in Saudi Arabia – designated as provinces of ISIL.

• Jordan:  Militants of the group Sons of the Call for Tawhid and Jihad (Jordan) pledged allegiance to 
ISIL.

• Lebanon:  Militants of the group Free Sunnis of Baalbek Brigade pledged allegiance to ISIL

• Maldives: The group Islamic State of the Maldives pledged allegiance to ISIL in July 2014.

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32806487
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL

