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and daily exhibitions of terror and violence evince the
difficulties ISIS is facing in governing its territory. However, in the absence of an alternative political pathway
for Sunnis in Iraq and Syria, ISIS will likely endure.

States should have a more balanced approach.
The United States and its partners must first work
with Syrians and Iraqis to establish political and military structures at both the central government and
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process is the framework developed at the 2012 Geneva talks, engaging not only expatriate Syrians but
also local leaders identified by the aforementioned
assessment process.

Within this framework, in addition to strengthening
the Iraqi security forces, the United States and its Gulf
partners should step up their support for Sunni tribal
forces, coordinating with Baghdad but also working
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Neither the peacekeeping force and buffer zone nor
the building of Syrian security forces will succeed

grade Iranian proxy capabilities in the Levant and the
Gulf, and building ties with Iraqis and the new Syrian
political leadership, could mitigate some of those risks.
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None of this will be easy nor come without costs.
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Yet keeping the focus solely on degrading ISIS is not

In Iraq, the United States and its partners should
press Baghdad to create a political framework for
an inclusive and decentralized system of governance that addresses the grievances of Iraq’s Sun-

a strategy, will not result in a durable solution to the
conflicts in Syria and Iraq, and will further imperil U.S.
interests. The next administration will need to tackle
these challenges head on and offer an affirmative vision and strategy for moving out of the morass.
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