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Meeting the Analytic and Policy 
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Key Failures in USG Efforts
1. Policy level comes to focus on spin, lack of objective analysis and transparency, 

compartmentation. Congress goes for partisan and member advantage.

2. Denial of complexity, net for net assessment. Focus on hostile forces rather than overall 
security situation.

3. Lack of meaningful integrated civil-military planning

4. Poor accounting and conditionality, lack of measures of effectiveness, focus on past 
waste rather than future needs and effectiveness.

5. Military reverts to focus on tactical success, short-term civil buy offs.

6. Focus on force generation rather than combat effectiveness. Rush in too late, leave too 
early; don’t provide combat advisors, erratic programs and funding, lack of conditionality

7. Civil side pursues illusions of progress, tries to reform everything, then reverts to project 
aid that often ignores security and fighting.

8. We lie when we say we’ll focus on letting them do it their way, helping them evolve their 
civil and security systems on their terms.

9. Efforts at  improving fiscal management, counter corruption, rule of law, police reform 
reflect our goals and culture, do more harm than good

10. High rotation rates, new policies: Every year is the first year. Fail to develop and retain 
core expertise in economic planning, state politics, governance reform, and security 
reform.

11. Erratic swings in funding. Emphasis on budget execution rather than effectiveness

12. We “take note of lessons” after the crisis, fail to learn from the past. 3



Areas of ISIS (ISIL, Daesh, Islamic 
State) Control, Operation, and 

Affiliation
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ISIS Area of Operation

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-
video.html?action=click&contentCollection=Middle%20East&region=Footer&module=WhatsNext&version=WhatsNext&contentID=WhatsNext&moduleDetail=undefined&pgty
pe=Multimediaml, 27.8.15

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/12/world/middleeast/turkey-kurds-isis.html


Source: Hannah Fairfield, Tim Wallace and Derek Watkins, “How ISIS Expands,” The New York Times, accessed August 27, 2015, 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/05/21/world/middleeast/how-isis-expands.html?_r=0



ISIS “Provinces”

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-
video.html?action=click&contentCollection=Middle%20East&region=Footer&module=WhatsNext&version=WhatsNext&contentID=WhatsNext&moduleDetail=undefined&pgty
pe=Multimediaml, 27.8.15

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/12/world/middleeast/turkey-kurds-isis.html


Missy Ryan and Hassan Morajea, “In Libya, the Islamic State’s black banner rises by the Mediterranean,” Washington Post, October 8, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-libya-the-islamic-states-black-banner-rises-by-the-mediterranean/2015/10/08/15f3de1a-56fc-11e5-8bb1-
b488d231bba2_story.html



912/3/2015



1012/3/2015 http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2015/05/29/map-the-world-according-to-the-islamic-state/



Major ISIS Attacks and Arrests: 10.14 to 8.15

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-
video.html?action=click&contentCollection=Middle%20East&region=Footer&module=WhatsNext&version=WhatsNext&contentID=WhatsNext&moduleDetail=undefined&pgty
pe=Multimediaml, 27.8.15

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/12/world/middleeast/turkey-kurds-isis.html


Source: New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/03/30/world/middleeast/middle-east-alliances-saudi-arabia-iran.html?_r=0

Iranian Influence
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But, ISIS is Only One Threat, and 
Key ISIS Countries Face Many 

Equal or Great Challenges
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Not  Really a War Against ISIS (ISIL, Daesh, Islamic State)

• Libya, Syria, Iraq and Yemen have long been “failed states” in terms of politics 
governance, economic development, demographic pressures, and security.

• Libya torn apart into two warring “governments,” many local factions, Islamists, and 
regional and ethnic differences.

• ISIS “Caliphate” is product of two sets of civil wars, growing out of Sunni and Al 
Qaida hostility to U.S. invasion of Iraq.

• Rise after 2011 a product of major upheavals  growing out of both internal problems and failed 
secularism.

• Syria is divided into four main fighting factions: ISIS, Kurdish, Arab-Islamist, and pro-Assad 
factions. Impact of 250,000+ dead, 500,000+ injured, 4+ million refugees, 7+ million internally 
displaced persons, 60%+ cut in GDP

• Iraq is divided in Sunni, Kurdish, Iraqi government and Shiite factions on the edge of civil 
conflict and with growing violence after 2010.

• “Youth bulge” in very young populations creates further stress.

• U.S. invasion of Iraq compound impact of Saddam’s blood coup in 1979, Iran-Iraq War, invasion 
of Kuwait, U.S .led invasion in 2003, fighting from 2004-2013 all have a legacy – as does Assad’s 
father suppression of Moslem Brotherhood.

• Defeating or degrading ISIS with still leave violent Islamist extremists.

• Yemen scene of constant fighting and civil struggles since British leave Aden. Now is 
Houthi vs. Sana government struggle Massive population pressure, serious water and 
arable land issues, drug economy. Sunni vs. Shi’ite and north-south tensions. Al Qaida in 
Arabian Peninsula, not ISIS, is dominant Sunni Islamist extremist faction. 12/3/201
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The Four Threats That Drive Serious Terrorism and 
Insurgency (In Order of Priority)

• 1. Host Country Government and Security Forces: Authoritarianism, failure 
to cope with internal divisions, poor governance and corruption, failed 
economy development and equity, population pressure and youth bulge, 
repression and violence by internal security forces, traditional and corrupt 
military.

• 2. The Overt “Threat”: Moderate and peaceful beginnings shift to extreme 
and violent movements that feed on the civil-military divisions and failures 
of the host country governments.

• 3. The U.S. Threat to the U.S.: Relearn counterinsurgency yet again. 
Separate military (tactical) and civil (project-oriented development) efforts. 
Threat oriented and downplay Host Country problems.  No meaningful 
overall civil-military plan or net assessment. Rapid rotations with limited 
expertise. Cycle of denial, flood resources, rush to generate Host country 
forces, then leave too soon. “Take note” of lessons, then ignore.

• 4. Other Nations: Allied, Neutral, Hostile: Allied limits to engagement, 
national caveats, demands; neutral interference for competing national 
interests, hostile action because anti-U.S., support overt threat, opposing 
national interests.

12/3/2015 15



The Uncertain State of “Progress”

16

• Years of war have now gone on since 2011 with no meaningful estimates of impact and 
the effectiveness of aid and only suspect accounting. 

• Rising GDP in petro-economics may disguise deep structural problems, impact of 
population growth, income distribution problems. Etc.

• Poverty estimates often fail to address rising costs, impact of urbanization, etc. 

• Security remains a key problem that often is not taken into account in economic and 
human development estimates.

• Rising sectarian, ethnic, tribal, regional and other internal divisions often ignored.

• Unemployment data ignore productivity, disguised unemployment, career 
opportunities.

• Data on progress in life expectancy, education, medical services raise major questions 
about quality of data.

• Critical near term challenges in revenues, job creation, electric power, agriculture, and 
roads. 

• Estimate of future opportunities for progress often ignore reality that states at war 
need time to recover. No major near-term development options until.

• Military and aid spending have often been driving factors in increase in corruption and 
distorting economy to dependence on outside spending.



ISIS, Failed States, and the 
Broader Patterns of Terrorism
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Terror and Conflict

18 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014, 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf,  p. 71.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Terrorist Attacks: 2000-2014

19 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 14.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Deaths from Terrorism: 2000-2014

20 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 14.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Impact of Key Terrorist Groups: 2014

21 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 39.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Terrorism and Refugees : 2008-2014

22 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 60.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Rising Lethality of Attacks

23 Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 1 

Between 1970 and 2014, there have been 176 occasions on which terrorist attacks killed more than 100 people (excluding perpetrators), in a particular country on a particular day. This includes both 
isolated attacks, multiple attacks, and multi-part, coordinated attacks. The first such event took place in 1978, when an arson attack targeting the Cinema Rex Theater in Abadan, Iran killed more than 
400 people. Since the Cinema Rex attack, and until 2013, 4.2 such mass-fatality terrorist events happened per year, on average. In 2014, the number increased dramatically when 26 mass-fatality 
terrorist events took place in eight different countries: Afghanistan (1), Central African Republic (1), Iraq (9), Nigeria (9), Pakistan (1), South Sudan (1), Syria (3), and Ukraine (1). 

The occurrence of a series of attacks on a particular day that result in large numbers of casualties may or may not be indicative of explicit coordination among perpetrators. Nearly half (11) of the 26 
days in 2014 in which more than 100 victims were killed by terrorists in a single country involved the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) as perpetrators. In Nigeria, all nine of the highly 
lethal days involved the perpetrator group Boko Haram. Other perpetrator groups responsible for attacks on these high-lethality days include the Taliban in Afghanistan, militia groups in the 
Central African Republic, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Sudan People’s Liberation Movement in Opposition (SPLM-IO), al-Nusrah Front, and the Luhansk People’s Republic and the Donetsk People’s 
Republic, both in Ukraine. 

Between 2000 and 2014, there were 83 days on which more than 100 people were killed by terrorist attacks in a single country. These attacks took place in 25 countries in North and South America, 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and Asia; however, they were especially concentrated in Iraq and Nigeria. 

Although Western Europe has historically experienced thousands of terrorist attacks, highly lethal attacks like the recent events in Paris are extremely unusual. The deadliest terrorist attacks in 
Western Europe between 2000 and 2014 took place in Madrid, Spain, on March 11, 2004 when assailants attacked six different transportation targets with explosives. Four of the devices 
detonated, killing 191 people and wounding more than 1,800. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Average Lethality: 2000-2014

24 Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 4

The recent attacks in Paris reportedly involved both explosives and firearms. 
These two types of weapons are those most commonly used in terrorist attacks 
worldwide.

Between 2000 and 2014, explosives were used in 58 percent of all terrorist 
attacks, and firearms were used in 34 percent of all terrorist attacks. However 
both firearms and explosives were used much more rarely—in less than 4 
percent of all attacks. 

Attacks that involved firearms were somewhat more deadly than those involving 
explosives, causing 3.1 fatalities on average (including perpetrator deaths), 
compared to 2.4. 

Despite the potential for explosives to cause mass casualties in certain cases, 
they were also more frequently used in attacks that are non-lethal (57%), either 
because they targeted only property or were unsuccessful at causing human 
casualties.

In comparison, 24 percent of all attacks involving only firearms worldwide 
between 2000 and 2014 were non-lethal. 

Attacks that involved both explosives and firearms caused, on average, 6.8 
deaths per attack. This rate of lethality is 2.8 times that of all attacks overall, and 
attacks involving explosives. It is 2.2 times the average lethality of attacks 
involving firearms. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Coordinated Attacks: 2000-2014

25 Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 2-3

Like the recent attacks in Paris, some of the highly lethal terrorist attacks described above were carried out as part of coordinated events in which perpetrators execute multiple attacks 
simultaneously, or nearly simultaneously, typically in a single country or city. Between 2000 and 2014, 14 percent of all terrorist attacks that occurred worldwide were conducted in coordination with 
other attacks. 

On average, individual attacks that were carried out as part of a coordinated event were slightly more deadly, causing 2.84 total fatalities on average, compared to isolated attacks, which caused 2.35 
total fatalities on average. The average number of perpetrator fatalities among attacks that were part of a coordinated event were slightly higher as well—0.39 perpetrator deaths per attack, 
compared to 0.33 for isolated attacks. 

More than 10,000 coordinated terrorist attacks took place in 104 countries between 2000 and 2014. Much like terrorism in general, these attacks were concentrated among a small number of 
countries. More than half of all coordinated attacks (54%) took place in Iraq, Pakistan, India, Nigeria, and Afghanistan. 
Among countries that experienced more than 50 attacks between 2000 and 2014, France had the highest proportion of attacks that were carried out as part of multi-part, coordinated events, with 40 
percent. The majority of these (87%) were carried out in Corsica by separatists including the Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC), causing property damage but no deaths and few injuries. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Key Perpetrators: 2000-2014

26 Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 2-3

The perpetrator of the attack was unidentified for 40 percent of all coordinated 
terrorist attacks that took place worldwide between 2000 and 2014. The 
remaining 60 percent were disproportionately carried out by a relatively small 
number of perpetrator groups. 

While the recent attack in Paris shares similarities with the November 2008 
attack in Mumbai, India, the perpetrator group in that attack, Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), is not among the most frequent perpetrators of coordinated attacks. 

In contrast, ISIL, under its current incarnation, carried out more than 750 
coordinated attacks during this time period—specifically in 2013 and 2014. 
However, this is a conservative assessment because the Global Terrorism 
Database records the names of perpetrator organizations at the time of the 
attack. 

Thus, it is important to note that al-Qa’ida in Iraq (AQI), ISIL’s predecessor, 
carried out at least 400 coordinated attacks as well. Also, 25 coordinated attacks 
were attributed to the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), another identity previously 
assumed by ISIL, and several other coordinated attacks were carried out by 
provinces of the Islamic State, including the Sinai Province and the Tripoli 
Province. 

Other organizations that have carried out more than a hundred coordinated 
attacks include Boko Haram in Nigeria, the Taliban in Afghanistan, the 
Communist Party of India- Maoist and unaffiliated Maoists in India, al-Shabaab
primarily in Somalia and Kenya, Tehriki-i-Taliban Pakistan, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Columbia (FARC), the New People’s Army (NPA) in the 
Philippines, Fulani militants in Nigeria and the Central African Republic, and al-
Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). 

In addition, at least 50 coordinated attacks between 2000 and 2014 were 
carried out by individuals who reportedly were not affiliated with a particular 
terrorist organization or group. These attacks took place in 10 countries; 
however, 30 of them (60%) occurred in the United States and were carried out in 
pursuit of a wide variety of ideological goals. Eighteen of the attacks were part of 
a series in which a single perpetrator motivated by anti-government sentiment 
planted pipe bombs in mailboxes in five U.S. states. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0


Key Perpetrators: 2013-2014

27 Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Bureau of Counterterrorism
Country Reports on Terrorism 2014 , http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm. 

http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm


Key Countries by Location: 2013-2014

28 Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Bureau of Counterterrorism
Country Reports on Terrorism 2014 , http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm. 

Although terrorist attacks took place in 95 countries in 2014, they were heavily concentrated geographically. More than 60% of all attacks took place in five countries (Iraq, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, and Nigeria), and 78% of all fatalities due to terrorist attacks took place in five countries (Iraq, Nigeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Syria).

Given the limitations of media coverage in Syria, the data presented here are conservative estimates of terrorism in Syria. Consistent with START's practice of including in the 
GTD only those attacks that have been verified by at least one well-regarded source, these statistics represent those incidents that were reported by independent news outlets.
Globally aggregated statistics do not represent uniform patterns worldwide. They are produced by diverse trends in violence and heavily influenced by events in several key 
locations. The statistical profiles in Table 2 illustrate many of these dynamics.

Attacks: Large increases in Iraq and Afghanistan, two countries that also experienced high numbers of attacks in 2013, comprise more than one-third (37%) of the 35% increase 
in total attacks worldwide in 2014 compared to 2013.

Fatalities: Large increases in Nigeria, Iraq, and Afghanistan, three countries that also experienced high numbers of fatalities due to terrorist attacks in 2013, comprise more 
than two-thirds (72%) of the 81% increase in total fatalities worldwide in 2014 compared to 2013. Also, approximately one-quarter (26%) of the increase in total fatalities was 
attributable to increases in perpetrator fatalities, which were especially prevalent in Iraq, Nigeria, and Syria.

Injuries: The total number of injuries due to terrorist attacks increased slightly (6%) in 2014. This was largely a product of various regional trends, including a 376% increase in 
injuries in Nigeria in 2014, and a 44% decrease in injuries in Pakistan in 2014 compared to 2013.

Hostages: Several countries observed large increases in the number of hostages taken in terrorist attacks in 2014. However, the largest increases took place in Iraq, Nigeria, and 
Syria, comprising more than two-thirds (68%) of the 201% increase in hostages worldwide in 2014 compared to 2013. This considerable increase in the total number of hostages 
taken by perpetrators of terrorist attacks is a result of a large increase in the number of attacks that involved any hostages as well as a large increase in the number of attacks 
that involved more than 100 hostages.
Four of the five countries that experienced the most terrorist attacks in 2014 were the same as those that experienced the most terrorism in 2013. The one exception was the 
Philippines, which experienced a 24% decline in attacks, and ranked 10 th among countries with the most terrorism in 2014. Nigeria, which ranked 7 th among countries with 
the most terrorist attacks in 2013, experienced a 114% increase in attacks and a 308% increase in fatalities in 2014.

http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2014/239416.htm


Source: UNDP, 

2014 Data set, 

http://hdr.undp

.org/en/countri

es.

Losing Touch with Reality: UNDP 

Human Development Trends

7

Syria: 118th

Iraq: 120th

Yemen: 154th

Libya: 55th

Ranking in 

total of 187 

countries in 

2014

War has No Impact?



Correlation is Not Causation, But:

• Many forms of correlation cover only small part of factors involved. 

• Many key factors like ideology and religion do not lend themselves to 
reliable quantification. 

• Polling very uncertain if pushed beyond limits.

• Political and social scientists, economists, often choose heavily biased 
“sets” of variables focusing on their own areas of interest.

• Nation-wide data disguises key sectarian, ethnic, regional, and local 
differences.

• But, Some key population and economic trends clearly do have some
impact:

• Massive population pressure (More than 5 times larger since 1950)

• Youth “bulge” and link to unemployment.

• Low per capita income and poor income distribution.

• Failed secularism in the form of poor governance by every measure.

• “Worst case” or failed countries in MENA area do have some important 
things in common.

12/3/2015 30



Source: World Bank Governance Indicators, Accessed April, 2014.

http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#home

Government Effectiveness and 

Failed Secularism
(Percentile Rank among all countries)

The higher the 
ranking, the 
better the 
country

7

http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx


Transparency International Corruption 

Perceptions Ranking (Out of 177)

Source: Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index, Accessed April 2014. http://cpi.transparency.org/cpi2013/results/

Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index “The Corruption Perceptions Index ranks countries and 
territories based on how corrupt their public sector is perceived to be.”

177 is worst 
country in the 
world

9

http://cpi.transparency.org/cpi2013/results/


The Economist Threat to Counterinsurgency Economics

1. The economic factors that divided and sometimes shattered a nation are largely 
ignored.

2. The specific economic forces driving given factions, areas, and terrorist-insurgency 
threats are not measured or taken into account. (Sects, ethnic groups, regional 
tensions, conflict/war zones, IDP-refugee impacts, etc.)

3. Reliance on classic national wide metrics for developed nations at peace: GDP, GDP 
per capita, Inflation, debt, Balance of Payments, etc..

4. Fail to address major uncertainties, limits to data.

5. Focus on classic nation-wide development as if war and causes of war did not exist, 
and need to reconstruct and construct basic services and functions did not exist.

6. Economic aid becomes project aid without valid national analysis and plans. Fails to 
alter dominant military focus on fighting, conflict termination, departure, (possibly 
short-term stability) and not national stability.

7. Largely ignore demographic pressures, youth needs, corruption costs and impacts, 
critical problems in governance and budget planning and execution. 

8. Live in “now”, rather than economic history, examine best-case, not real futures.

9. Bureaucratic compartments in Host Country, USG (Embassy, command, DoD, State, 
USAID, Intel, DoE/EIA, NSC, Congress), international organizations (UN, World Bank, 
IMF, etc.), Non-US national and NGO activity.

10. Focus on getting money and spending, not auditing use of money and measuring 
effectiveness.12/3/2015 33



GDP Per Capita by Country
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Bahrain Egypt Iran Iraq Kuwait Libya Oman Qatar
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Arabia
Syria Tunisia UAE Yemen

CIA GDP Estimate, PPP 51,400 11,100 16,500 14,100 71,000 16,600 44,100 102,100 52,800 5,100 11,400 65,000 3,900

World Bank GDP Estimate, PPP 45,479 10,530 16,392 14,469 82,024 15,591 43,351 146,178 51,924 N/A 11,125 66,009 3,959

IMF GDP Estimate, PPP 51,714 10,977 17,114 14,571 71,020 15,706 28,843 143,427 52,184 N/A 11,300 64,479 3,774



Source: Central Intelligence Agency, World Factbook 2014, Accessed April 2014, 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

The “Youth Bulge”
(Percentage of Native Population Below 25)

An extremely young population and massive 
numbers of young men and women desperate for 
careers, jobs, marriage, a home, and a family. The 
CIA estimates that an extraordinary 36.7% of Iraq’s 
population is 0-14 years of age, and 19.6% is 15-24 
years of age, and Iraq is nearly 70% urbanized. Its 
economy, politics, and social tensions will be under 
acute population pressure for at least another two 
decades. 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/


Total and Youth Unemployment Rates by Region (2008):

The Threat From POAYMs

Source: IMF,  World Economic and Financial Surveys, Regional Economic Outlook, 
Middle East and Central Asia, October 2010, p. 38 

 REGIONAL ECONOMIC OUTLOOK: MI DDLE EAST AND CENTRAL ASIA

38

and participation rates in tertiary education 

exceed 25 percent in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 

and Tunisia. Yet, entrepreneurs regularly cite the 

lack of suitable skills as an important constraint 

to hiring (Figure 3), and unemployment rates 

are highest among the most educated. Taken 

together, this suggests that education systems in 

the region fail to produce graduates with needed 

skills.

Labor market rigidities. According to the latest 

Global Competitiveness Report, hiring and fi ring 

regulations in most MENA6 countries are more 

restrictive than those in the average emerging and 

developing country. Moreover, data from enterprise 

surveys indicate that, worldwide, the percent of  fi rms 

identifying labor regulation as a major constraint to  

their business operations is, on average, greatest in the 

MENA6 (Figure 4). Such rigidities limit employment 

creation by discouraging fi rms from expanding 

employment in response to favorable changes in the 

economic climate.

Large public sectors. In the MENA6, the public  

sector has been an extraordinarily impor tant 

source of  employment. Around the turn of  this 

century, the public sector accounted for about  

one-third of  total employment in Syria, 22 percent 

in Tunisia, and about 35 percent in Jordan and 

Egypt. Public-sector employment shares are 

to outpace most other regions. The number 

of  labor force entrants remains daunting—

approximately 10 million new entrants are expected 

to join the labor force in the coming decade , 

compared with 13½ million in the previous decade . 

As such, demographic pressures will remain high. 

Skill mismatches. The MENA6 countries have 

made important strides in providing education. 

Primary enrollment rates range from 88 percent 

in Lebanon and Egypt to 98 percent in Tunisia, 
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Figure 2

Total and Youth Unemployment Rates by Region1,2

(20083)

Sources: National authorities; IMF, World Economic Outlook; staf f 

estimates; and International Labor Organization.
1Unemployment rate for Morocco reflects data from Urban Labor Force Survey .
2Youth unemployment estimate for MENA6 excludes Jordan.
3Or most recent year for which data are available. 

Source:  World  Bank, Enterprise Survey Results.

Figure 3

Firms Identifying Labor Skill Level 

as a Major Constraint
(Most recent; percent)
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Figure 4

Firms Identifying Labor Regulations 

as a Major Constraint
(Most recent; percent)

Source: World Bank, Enterprise Survey Results.
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Source: United States Census Bureau, International Data Base, Accessed October 2015. http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Bahrain 0.12 0.16 0.22 0.35 0.51 0.66 1.18 1.51 1.64 1.76 1.85

Egypt 21.2 26.85 33.57 42.63 54.91 65.16 80.47 96.26 111.06 125.24 137.87

Iran 16.36 21.6 28.99 39.71 58.1 68.63 76.92 86.54 93.46 97.69 100.05

Iraq 5.16 6.82 9.41 13.23 18.14 22.68 29.67 36.89 43.83 50.46 56.32

Kuwait 0.15 0.29 0.75 1.37 2.13 1.97 2.64 2.99 3.33 3.62 3.86

Libya 0.96 1.34 1.99 3.06 4.1 5.03 6.11 6.94 7.77 8.47 8.97

Oman 0.49 0.6 0.78 1.19 1.79 2.43 2.97 3.64 4.31 4.88 5.4

Qatar 0.03 0.05 0.11 0.23 0.43 0.64 1.72 2.44 2.6 2.55 2.56

Saudi Arabia 3.86 4.72 6.11 10.02 16.06 21.31 25.73 29.82 33.83 37.25 40.25

Syria 3.5 4.53 6.25 8.74 12.53 16.51 21.77 22.35 26.09 28.94 31.23

Tunisia 3.52 4.15 5.1 6.44 8.21 9.51 10.53 11.49 12.09 12.28 12.18

UAE 0.07 0.1 0.25 1 1.83 3.22 4.98 6.5 7.48 7.95 8.02

Yemen 4.78 5.87 7.1 9.13 12.42 17.24 23.21 29.88 35.66 41.14 46.08
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1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Bahrain Egypt Iran Iraq Kuwait Libya Oman Qatar Saudi Arabia Syria Tunisia UAE Yemen

Country           1950         2015             Increase

Libya             960,000     6,410,000       X 6.7
Syria          3,500,000   22,900,000       X 6.5
Iraq            5,160,000   33,300,000       X 6.5  

Demographic Pressure: 1950-2050
(In Millions)



Regional Strategic Partnerships 
and Alliances Alliances

12/3/2015 38



Key Islamic Partners Affecting MENA Security
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Bahrain (Base 5th fleet in the Gulf),

Egypt (Critical staging point for US air movements and access to the Suez 
Canal),

Jordan (ally deeply involved in the fight against ISIS),

Kuwait (provides air bases and land warfare facilities),

Lebanon (US aid plays a key role in its fight against extremism),

Morocco (key strategic position in North Africa and the entry to the 
Mediterranean),

Oman (ally  and faces Iran across the straight of Hormuz),

Qatar (locate main U.S. airbase in the Gulf, and member of the coalition 
against ISIS),

Saudi Arabia (main partner in Gulf security, plays a critical role in the fight 
against terrorism, 

Turkey (which is a long-standing NATO ally) 

UAE (key military partner to U.S. air and naval forces, is also fighting ISIS, 
provides bases US allies like Britain and France).



Source: New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/03/30/world/middleeast/middle-east-alliances-saudi-arabia-iran.html?_r=0

Saudi, UAE, GCC Influence
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Source: New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/03/30/world/middleeast/middle-east-alliances-saudi-arabia-iran.html?_r=0

Countries Fighting ISIL in Iraq
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Conflicting Threat and Allied Interests
(Other nations too have vital security interests)

12/3/2015 42

• Iran: Expanding regional influence, role in Syria and Iraq, Challenge to U.S.

• Russia: Ukraine, basing, regional influence, support of Assad, U.S. is destabilizing 
region, Putin’s desire to reassert Russia.

• Lebanon: Hezbollah, Shi’ite Alignments, ties to Iran, refugees.

• Iraq: Shite-dominated government with deep sectarian and ethnic tensions, distrust 
of reliance on U.S.

• Kurds: Wide mix of factions and interests in Syria, Iraq, Turkey (Iran?), refugees

• Israel: Focus on Palestinians, Iran and nuclear, own security.

• Turkey: Erdogan’s ambitions, Kurdish issue (s), focus on Assad, higher tolerance of 
Islamist movements,  own security, refugees.

• Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Kuwait: Focus on Assad in Syria matches focus on ISIS, 
support Sunni Arabs in Iraq, Iran in Gulf a primary threat, uncertain trust in U.S.

• Bahrain: Focus on tensions with own Shi’ites (Base 5th fleet in the Gulf)

• Egypt: Internal struggles, uncertain  trust in U.S., Sinai unrest. 

• Jordan: Major internal security concerns, border threats, uncertain trust in U.S., 
Palestinian issue, refugees.

• Europe: Ukraine, refugees, no common interest in region, focus on domestic needs, 
limit defense spending and military efforts.



Rise of ISIL and Areas of 
Occupation in  both Iraq 

and Syria
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Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 7

Regional Topography

44

http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Maneuverable Terrain in Syria and Iraq

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/11/11/world/middleeast/isis-syria-iraq-supply-route.html?_r=0



Unpaved Road Nets in Syria and Iraq

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/11/11/world/middleeast/isis-syria-iraq-supply-route.html?_r=0



Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 16

Kurds in the Middle East

47

http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/the-islamic-state-is-fraying-from-within/2015/03/08/0003a2e0-c276-11e4-a188-8e4971d37a8d_story.html
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Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32786138, May 19, 2015
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32786138


Source: http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/ReducedOperatingAreas0315.pdf

DoD: Iraq and Syria: 
ISIL’s Reduced 
Operating Areas as of 
March 2015

Note: Our judgment as to 
which group has dominant 
influence over a particular 
city is based on a body of 
unclassified sources that 
we deem reliable.

Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant’s (ISIL)
frontlines in much of 
northern and central Iraq 
have been pushed back since 
August.

ISIL can no longer operate 
freely in roughly 20-25 
percent of populated areas 
of Iraqi territory where they 
once could.

These areas translate into 
approximately 
11,000-13,500 square 
kilometers (4,100-5,200 
square miles). However, 
because of the dynamic 
nature of the conflict in Iraq 
and Syria, this estimate could 
be higher or lower 
depending on daily 
fluctuations in the battle 
lines. 

With the exception of its 
withdrawal from ‘Ayn al 
‘Arab 
and Tall Hamis, ISIL’s area of 
influence in Syria remains 
largely unchanged.
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Sourcehttp://www
.defense.gov/hom
e/features/2014/0
814_iraq/

DoD: Iraq and 
Syria: ISIL’s 
Reduced 
Operating Areas 
as of April 2015

The Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant’s 
(ISIL) frontlines in much 
of northern and central 
Iraq have been pushed 
back since August 
2014.
ISIL can no longer 
operate freely in 
roughly 25 to 30 
percent of populated 
areas of Iraqi territory 
where it once could. 

These areas translate 
into approximately 
13,000 to 17,000 
square kilometers 
(or 5,000 to 6,500 
square miles). 

However, because of 
the dynamic nature of 
the conflict in Iraq and 
Syria, this estimate 
could increase or 
decrease depending on 
daily fluctuations in 
the battle lines. 

ISIL’s area of influence 
in Syria remains largely 
unchanged, with its 
gains in As Suwayda’, 
Damascus Countryside, 
and Homs Provinces 
offset by losses in 
Halab and Al Hasakah
Province

http://www.defense.g
ov/home/features/201
4/0814_iraq/20150410
_ISIL_Map_Unclass_Ap
proved.pdf. 12/3/2015 51

http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/20150410_ISIL_Map_Unclass_Approved.pdf


, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22798391
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Patrick B. Johnston, Benjamin W. Bahney, and Howard J. Shatz at RAND Corporation, Financial Action Task Force, Congressional Research 
Service, U.S. Department of the Treasury, Institute for the Study of War Sarah Almukhtar, “ISIS Finances are Strong,” NYT, 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/05/19/world/middleeast/isis-finances.html?_r=0. 

ISIS Relies on Extortion and Taxation

The Islamic State takes in more than $1 million per day in extortion and taxation. Salaries of Iraqi government employees are
taxed up to 50 percent, adding up to at least $300 million last year; companies may have their contracts and revenue taxed up to
20 percent. As other revenue streams have stalled, like banks and oil, the Islamic State has adjusted these rates to make taxation a 
larger portion of its income. 

Oil revenue has fallen to about $2 million per week, but the group is not dependent on oil income. Much of the production is used
for its own fuel. Past oil sales show that the Islamic State was already selling oil at deep discounts that fluctuated among local 
markets — for instance, selling oil for less in Kirkuk than in Mosul. 

The largest expenditure is salaries, which is estimated to be between $3 million and $10 million every month. The Islamic State 
also invests in police-state institutions, such as committees, media, courts, and market regulation, but provides relatively few
services. 

The group avoids investment in infrastructure because it can be an easy target for attacks, and the territory it holds can change
quickly. The group minimizes costs by looting military equipment, appropriating land and infrastructure, and paying relatively low 
salaries. The group also limits its vulnerability by shifting operations, transitioning between expanding its territory and fueling 
terrorist activity. The Islamic State’s loss of ground in Tikrit last month, for example, has not stopped it from launching attacks in 
other parts of Iraq and Syria and taking the Iraqi city of Ramadi this weekend. 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/05/19/world/middleeast/isis-finances.html?_r=0


Syria and Iraq Air Campaign 
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Air Campaign  Starts in Iraq: 8.2014

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Air Campaign  Moves to Syria: 8-10.2014

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Air Campaign: 6-7.2015

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Source: http://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/features/2014/0814_iraq/docs/Airpower_31_August_2015.pdf
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Coalition Air Effort in Iraq and Syria as of 31 August 2015



Air Campaign: Sorties Flown in Iraq and Syria, as of November 30, 2015

Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Campaign: Sorties Flown by Location, as of November 30, 2015

Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034



Air Campaign: New Patterns in Air Strikes 30 September- 15 November

Source: 
http://www.bbc.com/ne
ws/world-middle-east-
27838034



Air Strikes in Syria by Country as of October 8, 2015

Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034


Source: http://www.defense.gov/News/Special-Reports/0814_Inherent-Resolve, as of 30 September 2015
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Some data are under investigation as a result of challenges by USCENTCOM intelligence experts

Targets Damaged/Destroyed as of November 13, 2015

http://www.defense.gov/News/Special-Reports/0814_Inherent-Resolve


Source: http://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/features/2014/0814_iraq/docs/31_October_2015.pdf
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Coalition Air Effort in Iraq and Syria as of 31 October 2015



Source: Sudarsan Raghavan, Chart: How much more the U.S. has bombed the Islamic State than the Taliban
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/09/18/chart-how-much-more-the-u-s-has-bombed-the-islamic-
state-than-the-taliban/. 

12/3/20
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Comparative Air Strikes in Iraq, Syria, and Afghanistan as of 31 August 2015

There were more U.S.-coalition airstrikes 
in Syria and Iraq in the past year than 
during more than five years of the Afghan 
war. 
From January 2010 to Aug. 31, 2015, 
there have been 20,237 weapons released 
over Afghanistan, according to U.S. 
military data. 
From August 2014 to August 2015, there 
have been 22,478 weapons released over 
Syria and Iraq, mostly by U.S. aircraft.

Every month this year, the airstrikes have 
far exceeded that of any month of the 
Afghan war since January 2010. 

According to the U.S. military, as of mid-
August, fighting the Islamic State in Syria 
and Iraq has cost U.S. taxpayers $3.7 
billion, an average of $9.9 million a day, 
since the air war began last year.

Of course, the U.S. war in Afghanistan has 
been winding down, which explains the 
decrease in airstrikes.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/sudarsan-raghavan
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/09/18/chart-how-much-more-the-u-s-has-bombed-the-islamic-state-than-the-taliban/


Syria: Russian 
airstrikes focus 
on other Rebel 

Forces: 
September 30-

October 30. 
2015

Source: ISW, 
https://mail.google.co
m/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=
30f86d1605&view=pt&
q=map&qs=true&searc
h=query&th=150c1d46
50dc1ce8&siml=150c1
d4650dc1ce8; 
1.11.2015

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=30f86d1605&view=pt&q=map&qs=true&search=query&th=150c1d4650dc1ce8&siml=150c1d4650dc1ce8


High Confidence 
Locations of 
Russian and 
Coalition Air 

Strikes

Source: Washington 
Post, Mapped: Russian 
vs. U.S. airstrikes in 
Syria, 
https://www.washingt
onpost.com/news/che
ckpoint/wp/2015/10/1
3/mapped-russian-vs-
u-s-airstrikes-in-syria/



ISIS Oil Fields Targeted By U.S. Air Strikes – 11.2015

Source: NYT, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Foreign Volunteers

(No reliable estimates exist, 
and most are dated and only 
include ISIS. U.S. estimates as 
of September 2015 put total 
for ISIS at a nominal 30,000)
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http://www.washin
gtonpost.com/world
/middle_east/the-
islamic-state-is-
fraying-from-
within/2015/03/08/
0003a2e0-c276-
11e4-a188-
8e4971d37a8d_stor
y.html

TOTAL: 
21,632
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Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-2783803412/3/2015 71



Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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Foreign Fighters are Negligible Part of Population Base: 5/2015



Source: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html, May 20, 2015

NYT Estimate of Foreign Fighters: 5/2015

MENA: 7,500-10,000        FSU: 1,300-2,000
W. Europe: 2,260-2,460   Other: 1,730
Total: 12,790 – 16,190

12/3/2015 73

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32806487


Source: Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL, Accessed 30.9.15

Wikipedia Estimate of Foreign Fighters: 9/2015
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32806487
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL


Source: Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL, Accessed 30.9.15

Wikipedia Estimate of Groups affiliated to ISIS/ISIL: 9/2015

12/3/201
5
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• Algeria: Wilayat Algeria formed from Jund al-Khilafah after it pledged allegiance to ISIL.   Wilayat
Barqa formed from the Shura Council of Islamic Youth 

• Libya: Some militants formerly associated with Ansar al-Sharia in Libya also pledged allegiance to 
ISIL   

• Egypt:  Wilayat Sinai formed from the majority of the membership of Ansar Bait al-Maqdis

• Yemen: Wilayat Sanaa formed from a faction of Ansar al-Sharia who pledged allegiance to ISIL.

• Pakistan and Afghanistan: Wilayat Khorasan formed from the allegiance of militants from groups 
based in Pakistan and Afghanistan, including Jundallah, Tehreek-e-Khilafat, the Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistanand dissident commanders formerly associated with Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan.

• Northeastern NigeriaChad, Niger and northern Cameroon: Wilayat Gharb Afriqiya formed from 
Boko Haram pledging allegiance to ISIL.

• Chechnya and Dagestan: Wilayat Qawqaz formed from dissident militants of the Caucasus 
Emirate in Chechnya and Dagestan who switched their allegiance to ISIL.

• Palestinian: Militants of the group Army of the Islamic State (Palestinian Territories) pledged 
allegiance to ISIL.

• Philippines, Malaysia: Militants of the group Abu Sayyaf pledged allegiance to ISIL.

• Saudi Arabia:  Unidentified militants in Saudi Arabia – designated as provinces of ISIL.

• Jordan:  Militants of the group Sons of the Call for Tawhid and Jihad (Jordan) pledged allegiance to 
ISIL.

• Lebanon:  Militants of the group Free Sunnis of Baalbek Brigade pledged allegiance to ISIL

• Maldives: The group Islamic State of the Maldives pledged allegiance to ISIL in July 2014.

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32806487
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL


Uncertain Foreign Fighter Numbers: 2014 to 2015 - I

76 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 46.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Uncertain Foreign Fighter Numbers: 2014 to 2015 - II

77

Source: Vision of 
Humanity. Global 
terrorism Index Report, 
2014 
http://static.visionofhum
anity.org/sites/default/fil
es/2015%20Global%20Te
rrorism%20Index%20Rep
ort_0_0.pdf, p. 46.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria: 2013 to 2015

78 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 48.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


The Refugee, IDP, and 
Humanitarian Impact
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Global Population Displacements

Sergio Pecanha and Tim Wallace, “Around the Globe, a Desperate Flight From Turmoil,” New York Times, June 20, 2015, 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/21/world/map-flow-desperate-migration-refugee-crisis.html?_r=0

Nearly 60 
million 
people are 
displaced 
around the 
world 
because of 
conflict
and 
persecution, 
the largest 
number ever 
recorded by 
the United 
Nations.
About 14 
million of 
those fled in 
2014.
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Massive Impact of Syria and Iraq Conflicts

Modified from Adam Taylor, 17 ways the unprecedented migrant crisis is reshaping our world,” Washington Post, June 20,2015, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2015/06/20/17-ways-the-unprecedented-migrant-crisis-is-reshaping-our-world/

By June 2015, the number of 
refugees in Syria alone had risen 
to 3.98 million, and the number 
of IDPs was 7.6 to 7.8 million = 
11.6 to 11.8 million out of a 
population of 18 million

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2015/06/20/17-ways-the-unprecedented-migrant-crisis-is-reshaping-our-world/
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Growing Lasting Impact on Other States

Adam Taylor, 17 ways the unprecedented migrant crisis is reshaping our world,” Washington Post, June 20,2015, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2015/06/20/17-ways-the-unprecedented-migrant-crisis-is-reshaping-our-world/

In 2014, just 126,800 refugees were able to return to their home countries, the lowest number for 31 
years.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2015/06/20/17-ways-the-unprecedented-migrant-crisis-is-reshaping-our-world/


Syria
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Demographic Pressures on Syria

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base (IDB), http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php, Accessed May 20, 2015.

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

Total Population 

(millions)
3.5 3.9 4.5 5.3 6.3 7.4 8.8 10.5 12.5 14.4 16.5 18.6 22.2 22.9 24.7 26.5 28.2 29.8 31.3 32.6 33.7

Population Growth Rate

(percent)
NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 3.6% 3.9% 2.7% 2.5% 2.3% 2.0% 1.4% 1.5% 1.3% 1.2% 1.0% 0.9% 0.7% 0.6%

Total Annual Births

(millions)
NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4
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1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

Syria Total Population (in millions)

Country           1950         2015             Increase

Syria          3,500,000   22,900,000       X 6.5



World Bank Rankings of Failed Governance in Syria

World Bank, World Wide Governance Indicators, Syria: http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#reports. 
12/3/2015 85

Transparency International 
ranks so corrupt is 159th 

worst of 175 countries rated 
in 2014.

Violence

http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#reports


Source: Stratfor, https://www.google.com/search?q=Syria+population+density+maps&tbm=isch&imgil=DoUMgoWdhrcALM%253A%253Bqxzi4i_uSW4ufM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.heritageforpeace.org%25252Fsyria-country-
information%25252Fgeography%25252F&source=iu&pf=m&fir=DoUMgoWdhrcALM%253A%252Cqxzi4i_uSW4ufM%252C_&biw=1338&bih=976&ved=0CCoQyjdqFQoTCNXLnIuR08cCFckFjgod6wsNWA&ei=Ni_kVdXYFcmLuATrl7TABQ&usg=__OC351H
Edwr5kYLecIZo4L-ys5yU%3D#imgrc=q-lXqYU6ivLyiM%3A&usg=__OC351HEdwr5kYLecIZo4L-ys5yU%3D

Population Density in Syria
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Source: Columbia University Gulf/2000 Project, and http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/08/27/the-one-map-that-shows-why-syria-is-so-
complicated/

The Pre-War Ethnic Sectarian Nightmare in the Levant
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http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/maps.shtml


Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 15

Syria: Religious and Ethnic Groups: March 2011
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 15

Syria: Ethnic and Linguistic Groups: March 2011
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 8

Syria: Topography and Regional Divisions
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 9

Syria: Physiography
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Energy Vulnerability in Syria
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http://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis.cfm?iso=SYR



Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 10

Damascus: Satellite Image
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Source: START Global Terrorism Database, National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/

Rise in Terrorism in Syria



Key Elements of Syria’s Four Main Fighting Factions

Source: Aram Nerguizian, The Military Balance in Shattered Levant, June 15, 2015, CSIS;,  IISS; Carter Center; IHS-Janes, ISW;, NYT 
http://www.nytimes.com/ihttp://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/02/world/middleeast/syria-russia-airstrikes-rebels-army-conquest-jaish-al-
fatah.htmlnteractive/2015/09/29/world/middleeast/100000003948336.app.html, and
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1. ISIS: 
Claim 200,000. Probably 44,000-60,000 core fighters with 
some 30,000 volunteers. Mostly captured Syrian and Iraqi 
weapons supplied by U.S. and Russia. Some armor, 
modern ATGMs and Manpads.

2. Assad and Allied Forces: 

Remnants of Syrian armed forces – Cut from 300,000 in 
Army to some 125,000-176,000, major active land and air 
weapons strength unclear but may retain up to 3,000 
tanks, 2,500 field artillery pieces, 500 MLRS, 1,000 
mortars and some 2,000 ground fire-capable anti-aircraft 
guns. Active fixed wing air strength may be down to 200-
215, rotary wing unknown, but more than 30 attack 
helicopters.

Russian fighters,  attack helicopters, SAMs (SA-22, MRLs 
(?), and advisors at forward combat unit level.

Also Alawite Militias, National Defense Forces 
paramilitary units with 30,000-60,000 partly trained 
fighters; at least 6 military groups;  Hezbollah forces; 
6,000-7,000 Iranian “volunteers and IRGC forces. 

3. Kurdish Forces:

Include Kurdish People's Protection Units (YPG) (claim 
65,000), Jabhat al-Akrad (7,000) Kurdistan Workers' 
Party: and Islamist elements. No reliable estimates, but 
some

20,000-35,000 possible. Largely U.S. supplied arms and 
small arms. Some Special Forces trainers.

4. Rebel  and  Independent Forces:

Many small armed groups, increasingly Islamist and non-
secular. 25,000-35,000 full and part time fighters. No 
central command and differ by area. Main groups are:

Aleppo Province: more moderate Fatah Halab
Operations Room excludes hard-line groups. Ansar al-
Shariah Operations Room, formed as a response to Fatah 
Halab, works with Al Nusra Front, an affiliate of Al 
Qaeda.

Central Syria around Idlib, Latakia and Hama: largest 
group is Army of Conquest or Jaish al-Fatah, an alliance 
ofIslamist factions, including the Nusra Front which is an 
Al Qaeda’s affiliate/ Ahrar al-Sham is another large 
group. Also are more moderate rebel factions, some of 
which  have received covert arms support from CIA, Arab 
Gulf states, others. 

Damascus region: Army of Islam, a group with financial 
backing from Saudi Arabia, has declared war on Russia. 
It is one of several armed groups that form the East 
Gouta Council.

Southeast: Southern Front coalition of small armed 
groups like the New Syrian Force  that have U.S. aid and  
support a secular government. 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/09/29/world/middleeast/100000003948336.app.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurdish_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People's_Protection_Units
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/02/world/middleeast/syria-russia-airstrikes-rebels-army-conquest-jaish-al-fatah.html


Syrian Terrorism Deaths: I

96 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 24.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Syrian Terrorism Deaths: II

97 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 21.

The continual impact of terrorism in Syria is a direct result of the Syrian civil war. There were no recorded acts of terrorism in the 
two years prior to the civil war commencing in 2011. In 2014 there were 1,690 deaths compared to 600 in 2012. Most of the 
deaths in Syria are accounted for as battlefield deaths.  

The present-day civil war in Syria began in March of 2011 as protests against President Bashar-al-Assad’s government. These 
protests were similar to the various democratic uprisings occurring throughout the Arab region since December 2010, known as 
the Arab Spring. In several of the Arab Spring nations, the uprisings led to the toppling of some authoritarian leaders, but in the 
case of Syria the Assad regime aggressively responded to the demonstrations, which unwound into civil war. From its inception, 
the core of the opposition has been the Free Syrian Army, with many other groups entering the war and establishing themselves
as opposition forces, including Islamist rebel groups such as ISIL and the al-Nusra Front.

It is estimated that over 200,000 people have been killed in the civil war. The majority of these deaths are classified as a result of 
conventional warfare rather than acts of terrorism. However, terrorism has been deployed as a tactic by some of the rebel forces
to bring about a political, economic, religious, or social goal rather than purely military objectives. 

As of September 2015, there are 4.1 million Syrian refugees and 6.5 million people displaced within Syria. Many have fled to 
nearby countries, with a growing number fleeing to Europe, underlining the worldwide spill-over effects of the Syrian civil war.

A quarter of terrorist attacks in Syria are from unknown perpetrators. The biggest terrorist group in Syria is ISIL who killed 615 
people, or 36 per cent. The second biggest group, the Sunni and al-Qa’ida linked al-Nusra Front, claimed responsibility for 27 per 
cent of deaths or 461 people.

Whilst there were terrorist attacks in 76 cities in 2014, over half of all attacks occurred in just four cities. Damascus, the capital 
and second largest city in Syria, had 37 attacks which resulted in 63 deaths. Homs recorded the most fatalities with 345, 
representing 20 per cent of total deaths from terrorism in Syria.  

Palmyra, an area 215 kilometres north-east of Damascus, had 310 deaths. Palmyra has also seen many sites of historical 
significance destroyed by ISIL, including the Temple of Bel which was nearly 2000 years old. The largest city of Aleppo had 23 
attacks which resulted in 193 deaths. Kobani in northern Syria near the border with Turkey had 34 attacks resulting in 71 deaths.  

Most deaths from terrorism in Syria have been from bombings.  Bombings can be extremely deadly. There were two bombings in 
2014 which killed more than 50 people and at least 19 bombings that killed ten or more people. Private citizens are the target of 
53 per cent of attacks, with 475 people being killed. There were at least 30 different kidnapping incidents which resulted in 382 
deaths. This includes two American journalists, James Foley and Steven Sotloff, who were kidnapped in Syria and murdered by ISIL 
in late 2014.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Key Factional Fighting in 2015

Source:  Pencana, Almukhtar, and Lai; New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/10/16/world/middleeast/untangling-the-
overlapping-conflicts-in-the-syrian-war.html.
.
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Multiple Wars in Syria

Source:  Pencana, Almukhtar, and Lai; New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/10/16/world/middleeast/untangling-the-
overlapping-conflicts-in-the-syrian-war.html.
.
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Interactive Conflicts and Tensions: 
Conflict in Iraq, US and Arab Gulf vs. Iran, Kurds vs. Turkey, US vs. Russia, Refugee 

crisis in Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq; Hezbollah vs. Other factions in Lebanon,  
Syrian Border with Israel   



New U.S. Strategy in Syria

Source:
12/3/20
15
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• Shift away from Iraq first strategy, which is “tactically stalemated,” to more 
active role in Syria.

• Step up air strikes in support of moderate forces.

• Downplay or abandon major formal training efforts (5,000 a year, 15,000 
total) of  New Syrian Army/Syrian Arab Coalition forces by U.S. military 
advisors.

• Focus on CIA and forward Special Forces efforts to support Kurdish and Arab 
Sunni forces. Provide more ammo. Light weapons.

• Work with Arab Gulf states, Turkey, Jordan to support other more moderate 
rebel forces. Help expedite flow of ammo and weapons.

• In the north, work with Syrian Kurds (20,000-25,000) and U.S. CIA-Special 
Forces-Qatar-Saudi trained Arab  volunteers (3,000-5,000) to move on ISIS 
and advance toward Raqqa.  Provide them with far more air support.

• In south, use rebels trained in Jordan to funnel more ammo and weapons, 
support advances on ISIS.

• Role of existing three U.S.-backed factions of Free Syrian Army -- Liwa
Suqour al-Jabal rebel and others -- in area now under Russian air attack 
unclear.



Source: “Tracking the Russian Airstrikes in Syria,” New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/09/30/world/middleeast/syria-control-map-
isis-rebels-airstrikes.html?_r=0#time-series, 4/1-015 

Shifting Areas of Control in Syria: 1/2014
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/09/30/world/middleeast/syria-control-map-isis-rebels-airstrikes.html?_r=0#time-series


Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 11

Syria: Control of Territory: January 2014
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 12

Syria: Major Clashes: January 2014- January 2015
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Source: “Tracking the Russian Airstrikes in Syria,” New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/09/30/world/middleeast/syria-control-map-isis-rebels-
airstrikes.html?_r=0#time-series, 4/1-015 

Shifting Areas of Control in Syria: 1/2014 to 10/2015
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/09/30/world/middleeast/syria-control-map-isis-rebels-airstrikes.html?_r=0#time-series


Source: “Tracking the Russian Airstrikes in Syria,” New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/09/30/world/middleeast/syria-control-map-
isis-rebels-airstrikes.html?_r=0#time-series, 4/1-015 

Shifting Areas of Control in Syria: 1/2015
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/09/30/world/middleeast/syria-control-map-isis-rebels-airstrikes.html?_r=0#time-series


Map sources: areas of control and border crossings from the Syria Needs Analysis Project; all other geographical detail from humanitarian organisations and Google, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22798391
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BBC Zones 
of Control 
1-2015

http://www.acaps.org/en/pages/syria-snap-project


Source: Pamela Engel, 
This detailed Syria map 
shows what territory 
ISIS is truly fighting for, 
Business Insider, June 
30, 2015,: 
http://www.businessins
ider.com/map-of-syria-
shows-what-isis-is-truly-
fighting-for-2015-
6#ixzz3kOBnu5GO

Rough 
Estimate 

of Current 
Areas of 
Control –
6-30-2015
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http://www.businessinsider.com/author/pamela-engel
http://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-syria-shows-what-isis-is-truly-fighting-for-2015-6#ixzz3kOBnu5GO


Source: Institute 
for  the Study of 
War, 
https://mail.google
.com/mail/u/0/#se
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Syria: UCA Estimate

Source: Institute 
for United Conflict 
Analysis
s://pietervanostaey
en.files.wordpress.
com/2015/09/2000
px-syria15.png
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Source: 
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48336.app.ht
ml?_r=0



Broader View of Zones of Control in Syria 9.10.15

Source:  Pencana, Almukhtar, and Lai; New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/10/16/world/middleeast/untangling-the-
overlapping-conflicts-in-the-syrian-war.html.

12/3/20
15

111



Local 
Force 

Postures  
in Syria: 

Reuters 
Map  

4/10/2015
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Source: 
http://www.a
bc.net.au/ne
ws/2015-10-
02/iran-
troops-to-
join-syria-
war-russia-
bombs-
group-
trained-by-
cia/6821822



Areas of 
Control 

in  
Western  

Syria: 

New York 
Times Map  
5/10/2015
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Source: 
http://www.n
ytimes.com/2
015/10/10/w
orld/middlee
ast/hussein-
hamedani-
iran-general-
killed-in-
syria.html?sm
prod=nytcore
-
ipad&smid=n
ytcore-ipad-
share



Source: Institute for the Study of War.
http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2015/09/military-situation-on-syrian-turkish14.html

Military Situation on the Turkish Border: ISW Estimate
September 14, 2015



Control of Turkish–Syrian border: October 9. 2015 

Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034, 21.10.15 115

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034


Syrian 
Kurds and 
Tensions 

with Syrian 
Arabs
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Source: Adam Taylor, “Report: U.S.-backed Kurdish rebels may have committed war crimes in Syria,” Washington Post, October 11, 
2012, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/a-new-fight-over-oil-shows-why-its-so-hard-to-keep-iraq-from-
splintering/2015/08/09/a17fd04e-240a-11e5-b621-b55e495e9b78_story.html.



Kurdish Expansion in Syria

Source: Source:  Pencana, Almukhtar, and Lai; New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/10/16/world/middleeast/untangling-the-
overlapping-conflicts-in-the-syrian-war.html.
.

12/3/20
15

117

Kobani has 
been the focal 
point of the 
U.S.-Kurdish
battle with 
ISIS. American 
airstrikes have 
hit more than
1,000 targets 
there, almost 
half of all their 
strikes in
Syria, helping 
the Kurds 
push back ISIS 
in the north.



Buffer Zone Guesstimate
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Source: Sudarsan Raghavan,  “One in five Syrians say Islamic State is a good thing, poll says,” Washington Post,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/09/15/one-in-five-syrians-say-islamic-state-is-a-good-thing-poll-
says/
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Syrian Attitudes About the Fighting: July 2015

A recent survey of 1,365 Syrians from all 14 
governorates of the country found 
some surprising attitudes. 

Consider this: A fifth of those interviewed said 
the Islamic State -- the brutal Islamist group 
known for its beheadings, that rules over large 
swaths of Syria and Iraq -- is a positive influence 
on the country.

And 82 percent said that they believe the Islamic 
State was created by the United States and its 
allies.

The Syria survey was conducted by ORB 
International, a U.K.-based market research firm, 
from June 10 to July 2. The poll has a margin of 
error of +/-3 percentage points.

The majority of Syrians interviewed said they 
believe that the situation is worsening, and only 
21 percent said they preferred their life today 
than when Syria was fully controlled by Bashar al-
Assad's regime. 

Nearly half of Syrians surveyed said they opposed 
U.S.-coalition airstrikes, and nearly 80 percent 
said that the war has gotten worse because of 
the influx of foreign fighters.

Yet there is also sense of hope: The majority of 
Syrians surveyed said a diplomatic solution was 
possible to end the war, and that Syrians can set 
aside their difference and live side by side again.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/sudarsan-raghavan


Syria: The Lights Go Out in
Allepo: 3/2012-12/2014

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/03/26/world/middleeast/geography-of-chaos-in-yemen-
maps.html

12012/3/2015



Comparative Casualty per Month Estimate: 2011-2013 

Source:  Reuters, 
https://www.google.com/sear
ch?q=trend+graphs+for+Syrian
+casualties&tbm=isch&imgil=Y
GlffJlki6As0M%253A%253Baac
mvbd6LOjViM%253Bhttp%252
53A%25252F%25252F6storiesf
romthe7continents.blogspot.c
om%25252F2013_06_01_archi
ve.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=
YGlffJlki6As0M%253A%252Caa
cmvbd6LOjViM%252C_&biw=1
491&bih=976&ved=0CDAQyjd
qFQoTCMej89jJgMgCFUtzjgod
OTALSg&ei=XQL8VYeBNcvmuQ
S54KzQBA&usg=__twkWLaImg
NnRKRmq_WnWQeP81oQ%3D
#imgrc=Zmg7LcF3vwoiOM%3A
&usg=__twkWLaImgNnRKRmq
_WnWQeP81oQ%3D
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Estimates of Human Cost of Syria War as of 9.9.2015
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UNHCR Estimate of Human 
Costs: 9.2015

• 12.2 million People in Need of 
Humanitarian Assistance in 
Syria (6.2015)

• 7.6 million IDPs  in Syria

• 5 million People Reached per 
Month by  USG Assistance in 
Syria (USG 9.2015)

• 4.1 Million Syrian Refugees in 
Neighboring Countries

• 1.9 million Syrian Refugees in 
Turkey

• 1.1 million Syrian Refugees in 
Lebanon

• 628,887 Syrian Refugees in 
Jordan

• 248,503 Syrian Refugees in Iraq

• 132,375 Syrian Refugees in Egypt

• From October 2014to August 2015, the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights (SOHR)—A United Kingdom-based human rights 
organization— documented more than 33,000 Syrian Arab 
Republic Government (SARG) air raids in Syria, including more 
than 18,000 barrel bomb attacks and more than 15,000 other 
aerial attacks, according to a mid-August report

• During the same period, SOHR documented nearly 5,500 
civilian deaths, including more than 1,100 children, and 
injuries to at least 30,000 civilians

• .Since the start of the Syrian civil war in March 2011, SOHR has 
documented the deaths of at least 240,000 people.

• On August 7, the UN Security Council (UNSC) unanimously 
adopted a resolution to create an investigative panel to hold 
chemical weapon users accountable for war crimes in Syria.  

• In 2013, the UNSC mandated that the SARG dismantle and 
destroy its chemical weapon stockpile under international 
supervision.  While the UNSC has repeatedly condemned 
chemical attacks as violations of the Chemical Weapons 
Convention, chemical attacks on civilians continue to occur, 
according to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW).  

• The newly adopted resolution will establish a UN–OPCW Joint 
Investigative Mechanism to gather and test evidence with the 
aim of identifying perpetrators of chemical attacks, 
confronting impunity for war crimes in Syria, and preventing 
future abuses.



UN OCHA Estimate of Human Cost of Syria War
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http://www.unocha.org/syrian-arab-republic/syria-country-profile/about-crisis



Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 18

Syrian Citizens and Syrian-born Population: 2014
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Syrians in 
Neighboring 

Countries 
and Europe: 

End-
September 

2015

Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034 125



Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 19

Asylum applications of Syrian Citizens : 2014
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 20

Syrian Refugees, Asylum Seekers and IDPs : 2014-2015
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ECDM_20150229_Syria_IDPs.pdf

Syrian Refugee and IDB Crisis: March 1, 2015
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Source: Atlas-Syria: Federal Ministry of the interior, Republic of Austria, 2015, http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf, p. 17

Camps for Syrian Refugees: April 2015
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http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria.pdf


Registered Syrian 
Refugees as of August 31, 

2015

Source: 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world
-middle-east-27838034
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Aid to Syria in FY2015
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Total U.S. Aid FY2012-FY2015

Source: https://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=search-reporting_display&CQ=cq020315114425TxF7oSVtRX and 
www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/09.21.15 - USG Syria Complex Emergency Fact Sheet %238.pdf

https://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=search-reporting_display&CQ=cq020315114425TxF7oSVtRX


Syria: UNICEF Gap- 55% Funded: June 2015:

21



The Russian Role in 
Syria
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The Russian Build Up: 10/2015 - I
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• Expanding Russian port facilities in naval base at Tartus and expanding an airfield 
south of Latakia into an air base.

• New construction at the Assad International Airport in Latakia, and soon after, 
satellite imagery confirmed the presence of Russian T-90 tanks, artillery and 
large transport aircraft at the airfield.

• Deployed 4 Su-30SM fighters, 12 Su-24M2 strike fighters, 6 Su-34 modern strike 
fighters, 12 Su-25 close support fighters, and Pchela-1T UAVs.

• Deployed 14 helicopters — Mi-24 Hind gunships and Mi-17 Hip transport 
helicopters 

• Start air strikes on 30.9.15.

• Providing R-166-0.5 (ultra) high-frequency signals (HF/VHF) vehicles with jam-
resistant voice and data communications which have been seen driving through 
Syria

• An unknown number of new artillery weapons, reportedly 152mm systems.

• Deploying six or more T-90 main battle tanks, 35 or more new BTR-82A/B  
wheeled AFVs with 30mm cannon turrets , and an unknown number of  Russian 
Humvee equivalent

• Deploying prefabricated housing for up to 2,000.

• Deploying at least two unit sets of SA-22 land-based air defense systems.

• Possibly deploying 200 marines and housing for as many as 1,500 personnel at 

the airfield near the Assad family’s ancestral home.



The Russian Build 
Up: 10/2015 - II
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Source: Washington Post, October 4, 2014, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/
europe/russias-military-is-unlikely-to-turn-
the-tide-in-syrias-
war/2015/10/03/1b9fff04-686a-11e5-
bdb6-6861f4521205_story.html

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/russias-military-is-unlikely-to-turn-the-tide-in-syrias-war/2015/10/03/1b9fff04-686a-11e5-bdb6-6861f4521205_story.html


Russian 
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Syria: 
9/2015

136

Source: Ishaan Tharoor, “Why 
Russia’s Syria war is bad news 
for the U.S. (and why it isn’t)
,”https://www.washingtonpost.
com/news/worldviews/wp/201
5/09/30/why-russias-syria-war-
is-bad-news-for-the-u-s-and-
why-it-isnt/



Russian Posture  in Syria: ISW Map  30/9/2015
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Source: Institute for the Study of War: https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1501e617821e292d?projector=1



Source: New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/09/29/world/middleeast/100000003948336.app.html?_r=0. 
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Comparative Russian and U.S. Air Strikes in Syria: 9/30/15 to 10/4/15



Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-2783803412/3/2015 139

Comparative Russian and U.S. Air Strikes in Syria: 9/30/15 to 10/16/15



Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-34465425
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Russian Cruise Missile Strikes in Syria: 10/7/15
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Source: Washington 
Post, Mapped: Russian 
vs. U.S. airstrikes in 
Syria, 
https://www.washingt
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ckpoint/wp/2015/10/1
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Syria: Continued Russian Focus on other Rebel Forces: 
November 11-29, 2015

Source: ISW, https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=30f86d1605&view=pt&q=Map&qs=true&search=query&th=15163767, 3.12.15

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=30f86d1605&view=pt&q=Map&qs=true&search=query&th=15163767
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War, Tensions, and Crises in Iraq
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External Conflicts and Tensions:
• Conflict in Syria
• US vs. Iran
• Arab Gulf and Jordan vs. Iran
• Kurds vs. Turkey
• US vs. Russia

Internal Conflicts and Tensions: 
• ISIS vs. Iraqi central government, Kurds, Shi’ite 

militias, Sunni opposition factions, U.S. led 
coalition, Arab Gulf states and Jordan, Iran, Russia

• Sunni vs. Shiites
• Arabs vs. Kurds.
• Sunni vs. Sunni, Shiite vs. Shiite, Kurd vs. Kurd



Demographic Pressures on Iraq

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base (IDB), http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php, Accessed May 20, 2015.

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

Total Population 

(millions)
5.2 5.9 6.8 8.0 9.4 11.1 13.2 15.7 18.1 19.6 22.7 26.1 29.7 33.3 36.9 40.4 43.8 47.2 50.5 53.5 56.3

Population Growth Rate

(percent)
NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA -2.7% 3.1% 2.9% 2.7% 2.4% 2.2% 1.9% 1.7% 1.6% 1.4% 1.3% 1.1% 0.9%

Total Annual Births

(millions)
NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9
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Iraq            5,160,000   33,300,000       X 6.5  



World Bank Rankings of Failed Governance in Iraq

World Bank, World Wide Governance Indicators, Iraq: http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#reports. 
12/3/2015 149

Transparency International 
ranks so corrupt is 170th 

worst of 175 countries rated 
in 2014.

Violence

http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#reports


Iraqi Governance

150

• Nominal democracy which is often really government by power broker.

• Near paralysis over ethnic and sectarian divisions since 2010 election. Maliki 
revives civil wear during 2011-2013

• Heritage  of unworkable constitution, election process, dysfunctional 
legislature without real local representation and fiscal powers.

• Heritage of corruption, power brokering, indifference to security.

• Countercorruption efforts are generally top down failures relying on 
punishment, rather than adequate fiscal controls, plans, measures of 
effectiveness.

• Long legacy of “petroleum disease”: 

• 90% of government revenue and 80% of foreign exchange earnings.

• Inflated and costly government hiring and SOEs.

• Unrealistic budgets, plans, forecast. 

• Failure in agricultural reform and productivity compound by subsidy problem.

• Population pressure means per capita oil export revenues dropping real terms.

• Deeply divided and sometimes corrupt security services, including police and 
border police.

• Corrupt ministries, some times incapable of planning and executing budgets, 
no measures of effectiveness and few real world data.



The Myth of Iraqi Oil Wealth
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OPEC Revenues Fact Sheet, eia.gov.; http://www.ogj.com/articles/2015/04/eia-opec-s-net-oil-export-revenues-declined-11-in-2014.html

The Energy Information Administration (EIA) estimates 
that, excluding Iran, members of the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) earned about 
$730 billion in net oil export revenues (unadjusted for 
inflation) in 2014 . This represents an 11% decline from 
the $824 billion earned in 2013, largely because of the 
decline in average annual crude oil prices, and to a 
lesser extent from decreases in the amount of OPEC net 
oil exports. This was the lowest earnings for the group 
since 2010. 
. 
For 2015, EIA projects that OPEC net oil export revenues 
(excluding Iran) could fall further to about $380 billion in 
2015 (unadjusted for inflation) as a result of the much 
lower annual crude oil prices expected in 2015, a 48% 
drop from 2014. 

For Iraq – assuming no military problems, this means a 
drop from $87 billion in 2014 to $45.2 billion. 

On a per capita basis, OPEC (excluding Iran) net oil 
export earnings are expected to decline by half from 
about out $2,186 in 2014 to $1,114 in 2015. OPEC net 
oil export revenues in 2015 are based on projections of 
global oil prices and OPEC production levels from EIA's 
March 2015 ShortTerm Energy Outlook (STEO). 

Iraq’s per capita oil income in 2014 was $,2682, 
compared to $7,900 for Saudi Arabia,  $25,362 for 
Kuwait, and $36,013 for Qatar. If EIA is right, it will 
drop to $1,368 in 2015.

EIA does estimate that  OPEC revenues will rebound to 
$515 billion in 2016,  with the expected rebound in 
crude oil prices. (+36%)



Failed U.S. Support of INSF – Pre-ISIS 

Source:
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• Officially disband Iraqi Army. Focus security on community policing (Order No. 2, 
May 23rd,  2003.)

• Start effort to rebuild Iraq security forces in 2005, but remain Shi’ite dominated. 
Funding, program structure erratic, problems with trainers, focus on force generation 
rather than quality.

• Broaden effort in 2005 with first real funds and support, but still emphasize police. 
Have to restructure all of National Police for being too Shi’ite

• “Sons of Iraq” begin in November 2005. Become Sunni Awakening in 2006.

• Surge U.S. forces in 2006-2008, major cut in level of fighting in late 2007.

• Main Iraqi training effort gather momentum on 2006-2007, but bulk of forces is 
generated after major fighting is over.

• U.S. forces leave Iraqi cities in 2009.

• March 2010 election starts Maliki’s battle for power, effort to control all security 
forces, isolate and coop Sunni elements.

• U.S. combat forces, major military train and assist and police training effort 
effectively halt in late 2011. Only small OMC office left.

• Low level civil war, Maliki repression of opposition and Sunnis from 2011-2013. Iraqi 
forces gradually become political, corrupt, and ineffective.
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Crisis-Driven U.S. Security Funding:

Reacting After the Fact 
(Obligations Lag Threat and Spending Lags 6-14 Months More)

Sources: SIGIR, LEARNING FROM IRAQ: A FINAL REPORT FROM THE SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR IRAQ RECONSTRUCTION, March 2013, p. 39,
http://www.globalsecurity.org/jhtml/jframe.html#http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/report/2013/sigir-learning-from-
iraq.pdf|||Learning%20From%20Iraq:%20A%20Final%20Report%20from%20the%20Special%20Inspector%20General%20for%20Iraq%20Reconstruction



Security Incidents: January 3, 2004 – February 26, 2010
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SIGIR, Quarterly Report, April 30, 2010, p. 49
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29% in Army

254,848 Total MoD 

Bulk of Iraqi Security Forces Deploy After Key Fighting

416,681
Total MOI 
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Pulling Out More Quickly than Planned: U.S. Troop 

Levels  Go from  45,000 to Zero in 3 Months

Sources: SIGIR, Quarterly Report, October 30, 2011 p. 51,
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Army Only  22 Percent of ISF When U.S. Leaves
(10/10/2011)

Source: SIGIR, Quarterly Report, October 30, 2011, p 54



Chronology of U.S. Support of INSF – Post-ISIS - I 

Source:
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• ISIS begins operations in Anbar in October 2013. Takes Ramadi in December 2013 after Iraqi 
Army, police collapse. ISIS takes much of Fallujah in March 2014. Main government buildings on 
May 14, 2015.

• ISIS and aligned forces attack on Samarra on 5 June 2014, seize Mosul on 10 June and Tikrit on 11 
June. Iraqi government forces flee south on 13 June, and  Kurdish forces took control of the oil 
hub of Kirkuk, more of disputed areas in north.

• Iraqi forces retake Ramadi but fighiting continues in 2014 to spring 2015 until ISIS retakes Ramadi 
after Iraqi Army collapses on May 21, 2104.

• In the north and outskirt of Baghdad, Iraqi Army effectively collapses back into Shi’ite areas of 
Iraq, Shi’ite militias emerge as key stiffening, fighting force, but abuses of Sunni emerge from 
start.

• March-April 12, retake Tikrit with U.S. air support after Shi’ite militias withdrawn.

• 10 June 2014, U.S. reacts with train and assist mission after examination of Iraqi forces find them 
almost universally ineffective.

• Starts at 450. Gradually builds up to 3,500 advisors (4,600+).

• But does not deploy forward, Establishes centers in rear in Iraq and KRG areas. Some use of 
Canadian Special Forces forward.

• Problems in moving weapons, ammo, support from U.S. to Iraq, Baghdad to combat units.

• U.S. plans for National Guard with Sunni and Kurdish forces at Provincial level make little 
progress.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samarra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tikrit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurdistan_Regional_Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kirkuk


Chronology of U.S. Support of INSF – Post-ISIS - II 

Source:
12/3/20
15
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• 29 June 2014, ISIS says is changing name to Islamic State, and declares 'Caliphate’ including Syria 
and Iraq and Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is Caliph and leader of all Muslims

• Begin Coalition Air Campaign in August 2014 – nine months after first  ISIS advance.

• 14-15 August,  Maliki leaves, Abadi becomes Prime Minister. 

• February-June 2015, false announcements of effort to liberate Mosul.

• U.S. concludes Iraqi armed forces critically weak, Focuses on creating two effective brigades, 
liberation of Ramadi.

• 13 July 2015, two-front Iraqi offensive starts in Anbar province. Iraqi security forces seek to retake 
after collapsing and losing city in May. U.S. begins air strikes airstrikes against ISIS positions in 
Ramadi. 

• June 2015 onwards: Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF)  Shi’ite militias continue operations to 
cordon off Fallujah and secure lines of communication. Fallujah has now been partly under ISIS 
control since January 2014.

• Mid-July 2015: Iraqi pilots today land the 1st squadron of Iraqi F-16s in Iraq.

• September 2015: Russian build-up begins in Syria.

• October 2015: Effort to liberate Ramadi still going on. Iraqi forces do not penetrate ISIS barrier of 
IEDs, suicide bombers.

• October 2015: Abadi announces joint Iraqi-Syrian-Iranian-Russian intelligence effort. Says would 
welcome Russian and  more Iranian sorties because U.S. effort too weak.

• October 2015: U.S. seems to shift away from Iraq first strategy to support of Syrian Kurdish and 
Arab attacks on ISIS

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caliphate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caliph


Cost of U.S. Operations in Inherent Resolve
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• Cost: As of Sep. 15, 2015, the total cost of operations related to ISIL since kinetic operations started on Aug. 8, 
2014, is $4 billion and the average daily cost is $10 million for 404 days of operations. 

Source: http://www.defense.gov/News/Special-Reports/0814_Inherent-Resolve, 21.10.15

http://www.defense.gov/News/Special-Reports/0814_Inherent-Resolve


U.S. Support of Iraqi Forces: 20.10.15 - I
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• Kurdish forces in Syria are operating against ISIL lines of communication that extend from the group’s de facto capital 
of Raqqa to Mosul in Iraq and on to Irbil, he said. These operations will “make life difficult for ISIL,” the general said, 
and the Kurds have taken back “a not insignificant amount of ground from ISIL.”

• The coalition against ISIL inside Iraq is growing. “The number of Sunni that have been trained and armed is about 
6,000 in Anbar province, and they want to grow to about 8,500,” 

• On the police side of the ledger, the government was looking for 16,000 Sunni to volunteer, and they are now at 
around 11,000 to 12,000.

• The U.S. has, however, cut the number of Iraqi division s it is concentrating on  training from 10 to 8 for the near 
term.

• “Operations in Beiji were absolutely encouraging, because just a week ago, we heard [the Iraqi security forces] were 
going to start doing things, and they have had some pretty good success,” the general said.

• “They are now holding ground and securing the area,” he continued, “so that was, I thought, fairly positive. My 
perspective was always that we would support the Iraqis where we could have operational or strategic consequences.”

• Part of that is seeing success and reinforcing it, the general said. 

• So, for example, if the Iraqis have a realistic plan for clearing Ramadi and a realistic plan for securing the city once ISIL
is pushed out, then the United States will look at what unique capabilities it can bring to help the Iraqis, the chairman 
said.

• Command and Control

• But not all is brightness and light, he acknowledged, noting that Iraqi leaders must concentrate of command and 
control. The government needs to appoint a military leader with command for the overall military effort in the country 
– including the Iraqi security forces, the Kurdish peshmerga forces, the tribes and the police, and Iraqi leaders will sit 
down tomorrow to discuss appointing just such a person, Dunford said. 

• Having one person to talk to who can speak with authority about the campaign will make it easier for the coalition to 
provide support to all, he said. 

• Common Operational Picture

• The command and control solution is to have a “common operational picture of Iraq in one commander, who on

http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/624981/dunford-sees-progress-challenges-in-anti-isil-campaign; 

http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/624981/dunford-sees-progress-challenges-in-anti-isil-campaign
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• behalf of the Iraqis can talk to the coalition about ‘Where do we go?’” the general said. “Success in this business is 
about being able to anticipate, and you can only anticipate if you really have a common understanding, common 
objectives, common sense of time and space.”

• More still needs to be done with the Sunni tribes, Dunford said. “It’s a physical manifestation of the government’s 
promise to be inclusive,” he told reporters.

• Outside factors also complicate the campaign, the chairman said. The conflict in Yemen complicates what is happening 
in Iraq and Syria, he explained, and Iran’s funding of proxies and surrogates complicates and already complicated 
picture. Russia’s involvement has added yet another layer of complexity, he said. “And you have to talk about the 
Shiia/Sunni dynamic in the region, as well,” he added. 

• Kurdish training effort

• About 300 coalition service members from Italy, Norway, the United Kingdom, Germany, Finland, the Netherlands and 
Hungary work at the Kurdish Training Coordination Center here. The effort there is under Italian command.

• The effort trains peshmerga fighters in a modified infantry basic course. “We currently have 4,200 peshmerga in 
training,” said a senior coalition officer speaking on background. The officer briefed reporters traveling with Dunford.

• Essentially, the effort works like this: peshmerga units come off of the front line with ISIL here, and then they get a few 
days of rest and relaxation before entering training. They train together as a unit for five or six weeks, before re-
entering the battlefield against ISIL.

• “We are able to tailor the training to the units,” the officer said. Units fighting ISIL near Mosul have different 
requirements than those in Kirkuk, the officer noted.

• The time off the line allows the peshmerga to reinforce skills they need, understand the capabilities of new weapons 
systems that are entering the peshmerga system, and to work together as a unit.

• Marksmanship, counter-ground tactics, combat medicine, and maneuvering as a unit are just a few of the military 
skills the peshmerga soldiers are being taught here. They also learn to be forward observers.

• Training Paying Off

• There are three training areas, and the command could train up to 5,000 peshmerga personnel at a time.

• The front line against ISIL is only 60 kilometers from Irbil. “There are many changes” in the 45-minute drive to the 
front, said the officer. The coalition soldiers work with peshmerga leaders before they come to training to understand 
what the unit needs, and afterward, they re-enter the line to find new, more effective ways to deliver the training.

http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/624981/dunford-sees-progress-challenges-in-anti-isil-campaign; 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1508c9602b60246a

http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/624981/dunford-sees-progress-challenges-in-anti-isil-campaign
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1508c9602b60246a
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• Improvised explosive devices cause most of the peshmerga casualties – roughly 80 to 85 percent – and coalition 
personnel are working constantly to teach tactics, techniques and procedures necessary to counter this threat, the 
officer said.

• The officer said the peshmerga are a brave, dedicated and coherent force.

• “They are the front line,” he said. “What is happening up here is working. It takes time to build this kind of capacity --
especially as a coalition. I think we are picking up speed and I think it is being reflected on the front line, as well.”

http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/624981/dunford-sees-progress-challenges-in-anti-isil-campaign; 

http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/624981/dunford-sees-progress-challenges-in-anti-isil-campaign


Source: START Global Terrorism Database, National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/; 

Rise of Iraqi Terrorism: 1970-2013

http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/


Iraq Terrorism Deaths: I

165 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 20.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


Iraq Terrorism Deaths: II

166 Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 20.

In 2014 Iraq had the most deaths from terrorism ever recorded for a country. There were a total of 9,929 deaths, 
representing a 55 per cent increase from the previous year.  Iraq has ranked as the country most impacted by terrorism 
for every year since 2004. 

The catalyst for the rise in terrorism in Iraq had been the US-led invasion in 2003. From 1998 to 2002 there were 65 
deaths from terrorism in Iraq. With the commencement of the Iraq war in 2004 there were nearly five times as many 
deaths than in the previous five years. 

There have been two distinct periods where terrorism has jumped in Iraq.  The first occurred in 2007 with the US troop 
surge when 6,100 deaths were reported, an increase of 39 per cent from the previous year. Deaths then fell by 56 per 
cent in the following year to be below the levels in 2006. 

The second increase began in 2013 and has continued through to 2015 fuelled by increasing sectarian violence and the 
activities of ISIL.  2014 continued the deteriorating trend from 2013 when terrorist deaths jumped by 166 per cent to 
6,397. 

In 2013 ISIL was responsible for 77 per cent of deaths from claimed terrorist attacks which resulted in 1,310 deaths. In 
2014 this increased to 95 per cent of claimed attacks with 5,436 deaths. ISIL mainly targets private citizens using 
explosions.

ISIL has undergone some changes in tactics by dramatically increasing its number of kidnappings. ISIL claimed 
responsibility for 101 separate kidnappings in 2014, up from 13 in 2013. The targets of kidnapping by ISIL are private 
citizens 44 per cent of the time, followed by police 25 per cent and journalists 15 per cent.

As well as being a terrorist group, ISIL is also involved in the Syrian civil war where it engages in combat with forces 
loyal to Assad, the al-Nusra front, Kurdish forces and the international coalition against ISIL. This means that ISIL is 
responsible for more deaths than just from terrorism but also battle deaths and other related deaths that occur in the 
context of conflict. These conflict deaths have not been included in the GTI.

http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015 Global Terrorism Index Report_0_0.pdf


IBC: Incidents Involving Civilian Casualties: 2003-2015

This data is based on 40,405 database entries from the beginning of the war to 30 Jun 2014, and on monthly preliminary data from that date onwards. Preliminary data is shown in grey when 
applicable, and is based on approximate daily totals in the Recent Events section prior to full analysis. The full analysis extracts details such as the names or demographic details of individuals killed, 
the weapons that killed them and location amongst other details. The current range contains 15,856–16,589 deaths (11%–10%, a portion which may rise or fall over time) based on single-sourced 
reports. 
Graphs are based on the higher number in our totals. Gaps in recording and reporting suggest that even our highest totals to date may be missing many civilian deaths from violence. 

Source: Iraq Body Count:  https://www.iraqbodycount.org/database/, 
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https://www.iraqbodycount.org/database/recent/
https://www.iraqbodycount.org/about/methods/3
https://www.iraqbodycount.org/analysis/reference/announcements/3/
https://www.iraqbodycount.org/database/


IBC: Iraqi Civilian Deaths: 2003-2015

These data are based on 40,405 database entries from the beginning of the war to 30 Jun 2014, and on monthly preliminary data from that date onwards. Preliminary data is shown in grey when 
applicable, and is based on approximate daily totals in the Recent Events section prior to full analysis. The full analysis extracts details such as the names or demographic details of individuals killed, 
the weapons that killed them and location amongst other details. The current range contains 15,856–16,589 deaths (11%–10%, a portion which may rise or fall over time) based on single-sourced 
reports. 
Graphs are based on the higher number in our totals. Gaps in recording and reporting suggest that even our highest totals to date may be missing many civilian deaths from violence. 
.
Source: Iraq Body Count:  https://www.iraqbodycount.org/database/, 

143,334 – 162,577 Further analysis may add 10,000 civilian deaths. 
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https://www.iraqbodycount.org/database/recent/
https://www.iraqbodycount.org/about/methods/3
https://www.iraqbodycount.org/analysis/reference/announcements/3/
https://www.iraqbodycount.org/database/


UN: Iraqi Civilians Killed and Wounded: 2012-2015

.
Source: UNAMI, http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=4111:casualty-figures-for-the-month-of-july-2015&Itemid=633&lang=en

Baghdad, 1 August 2015 – According to casualty figures released today by UNAMI, a total 
number of 1,332 Iraqis were killed (including civilians, civilian police and casualty figures in 
Anbar)and another 2,108 were injured in acts of terrorism, violence and armed conflict in July*.

The number of civilians killed is 844 (including 27 civilian police and casualty figures in Anbar), 
and the number of civilians injured is 1,616 (including 38 civilian police and casualty figures in 
Anbar).

A further 488 members of the Iraqi Security Forces (including Peshmerga, SWAT and militias 
fighting alongside the Iraqi Army / Not including casualties from Anbar Operations) were killed 
and 492 were injured.

Baghdad was the worst affected Governorate with 1,091 civilian casualties (335 killed, 756 
injured). Diyala suffered 170 killed and 284 injured, Salahadin 64 killed and 74 injured, 
Ninewa 101 killed and 28 injured, and Kirkuk 26 killed and 11 injured.

According to information obtained by UNAMI from the Health Directorate in Anbar, the 
Governorate suffered a total of 600 civilian casualties (147 killed and 453 injured).

“Since last summer’s onslaught by terrorists of the so‐called ISIL, Iraq has been living through 
one of the most difficult phases in its modern history”, the Special Representative of the United 
Nations Secretary-General for Iraq (SRSG), Mr. Jan Kubis said. “Resolute action about Daesh and 
its ideology, equality and cooperation of all Iraqi components as true patriots in these efforts is 
needed to put an end to this tragic situation. The human cost of the conflict and the suffering of 
the people is enormous and profoundly worrying”, the SRSG underscored. 

CAVEATS: In general, UNAMI has been hindered in effectively verifying casualties in conflict 
areas. Figures for casualties from Anbar Governorate are provided by the Health Directorate 
and are noted below. Casualty figures obtained from the Anbar Health Directorate might not 
fully reflect the real number of casualties in those areas due to the increased volatility of the 
situation on the ground and the disruption of services. In some cases, UNAMI could only 
partially verify certain incidents. UNAMI has also received, without being able to verify, reports 
of large numbers of casualties along with unknown numbers of persons who have died from 
secondary effects of violence after having fled their homes due to exposure to the elements, 
lack of water, food, medicines and health care. For these reasons, the figures reported have to 
be considered as the absolute minimum.
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UN: Iraqi Civilian Killed and Wounded: 2012-2015

.
Source: UNAMI, http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=4111:casualty-figures-for-the-month-of-july-2015&Itemid=633&lang=en
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UN, IBC, and Iraqi MOH Data: Iraqi Government Undercount:
3/2011 to 3/2012

171

Note: The MOH collects data from the MOI and MOD on ISF casualties and adds it to its own tally of Iraqi civilian deaths. The IAU fig
ures are “collated from various sources around the country.”
The UN does not guarantee the accuracy of the information. Iraq Body Count states that its data is drawn from media reports, official GOI reports, 
NGO data, and reviews of Iraqi hospital and morgue figures. As of April 17, Iraq Body Count was still finalizing its 
March death toll of 320. 

Sources: GOI, MOH, information provided to SIGIR, 4/2012; UN, IAU, “Security in Iraq, ”http://incidents.iauiraq.org/, accessed 4/10/2012; Iraq Body 
Count, www.iraqbodycount.org/, accessed 4/10/2012



Source: http://reliefweb.int/map/iraq/iraq-relative-population-density-23-july-2014

Iraq Population Density (UN OCHA) 7/2014 
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Iraqi 

Ethnic and 

Sectarian 

Divisions in late 

2009

Sectarian Challenges

Iraq: 60-65% Shi’a, 32-37% 

Sunni, 3% Christian or Other

Ethnic Challenges

Iraq: Arab 75-82%, Kurdish 

13-20%, Turcoman,  Assyrian 

& Other 3%

Tribal Challenges

Iraq: Confederations, broad 

area, heavily urbanized.

Source: USCENTCOM 9.28.09
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Key Iraqi Insurgent Groups: 7.2014

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Kobani: 9.2014

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Iraq: River War Approaches to Baghdad: 10.2014

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Iraq: ISIS Fighting in  March 2015

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Iraq: ISIS Takes Palmyra: May 21, 2015

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32777138, May 18 2015

Fighting 
in 
Ramadi
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ISIS Takes Ramadi: May 15-18, 2015

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Iraq: ISIS Takes Ramadi: May 21, 2015

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Source: New York Times, Updated May 20, 2015; http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-
video.html

ISIS Control of Iraq: May 20, 2015

South Yemen was a separate country until 1990. The northwest, an area historically called Yemen, is mostly Shiite. The southeast, known as Hadramawt, is 
home to a mostly Sunni population. “Yemen and the Hadramawt have seldom been part of the same political entity in the past and have maintained 
separate identities for a long time,” said Michael Izady, a historian and cultural geographer who has mapped ethnicity and religion for Columbia University.
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In about a week, a coalition of Kurdish militias and Syrian rebels seized two strategic towns controlled by 

the Islamic State near the border with Turkey. The latest advance led to the capture of Ain Issa, a town that 

is only 30 miles from the Islamic State’s stronghold, Raqqa

12/3/2015 183http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-
video.html

Kurdish and Rebel Gains Against ISIL in June 2015

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html


ISIS Counterattacks: 6.30.15

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Anbar and Ramadi Area: 
7.2015

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Turkish Border Area: 7.2015

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Source: Institute 
for the Study of 
War.
http://iswresearch.
blogspot.com/2015
/09/iraq-control-of-
terrain-map-
september.html

Zones of 
Control 
in Iraq

ISW
Estimate

September 
11, 2015



Ground Gains in Syria: 9/21 to 10.27.2015

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/09/30/world/middleeast/syria-control-map-isis-rebels-airstrikes.html



Iraq: Areas of 
Control: 
30.10.15

Source: ISW, 
https://mail.google.co
m/mail/u/0/#search/m
aps/150ba0ba79db770
7; 30.10.2015



Source: ISW, https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=30f86d1605&view=pt&search=inbox&th=150f89f8e0d0d1e3&siml=150f89f8e0d0d1e3, 11.11.15l

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=30f86d1605&view=pt&search=inbox&th=150f89f8e0d0d1e3&siml=150f89f8e0d0d1e3


Sinjar Road Campaign: Satellite Photo

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/11/11/world/middleeast/isis-syria-iraq-supply-route.html?_r=0



Sinjar
Road 

Campaign
: Map

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Incremental Gains Against ISIS: 11.2015

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html



Source: New York Times, Updated May 11, 2015http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-
video.html?action=click&contentCollection=Middle%20East&region=Footer&configSection=article&isLoggedIn=false&moduleDetail=undefined&pgtype=Multimedia

The “Kurdish Problem:” April 7, 2015
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195Sources: SIGIR, Quarterly Report, October 30, 2011, p 89

The Kurdish Problem 
in Iraq before KRG 
Gains in /fighting 
with ISIS in 2013-
2015
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Source:
https://www.google.com/
search?q=Map+of+Kurdis
h+Zone+in+Iraq&tbm=isc
h&imgil=wyCRcvHsINaCa
M%253A%253B3CrqUUiw
1OOrKM%253Bhttps%252
53A%25252F%25252Fcom
mons.wikimedia.org%252
52Fwiki%25252FAtlas_of_
Iraqi_Kurdistan&source=i
u&pf=m&fir=wyCRcvHsIN
aCaM%253A%252C3CrqU
Uiw1OOrKM%252C_&biw
=1358&bih=995&usg=__d
gkzFcIYx195k1yOUQwnk
W3AK4c%3D&ved=0CCkQ
yjdqFQoTCMbNyuPtnsgCF
YGMlAodWW0G8g&ei=vO
ILVsb_BYGZ0gTZ2pmQDw
#imgrc=wyCRcvHsINaCaM
%3A&usg=__dgkzFcIYx19
5k1yOUQwnkW3AK4c%3
D

The Kurdish 
Problem in Iraq 
After KRG Gains 
in fighting with 
ISIS in 2014-
2015



Source: Regional Center for Strategic Studies, Cairo, “Kurdistan in Iraq: An escalating conflict,” September 2nd, 2015, 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?shva=1#inbox/14f8dd839ca07ee1., and http://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis.cfm?iso=IRQ.  

Has become an area of Kurdish as well as 
Kurdish-Arab tension. Commander of the Yezidi 
Sinjar Protection Forces Haydar Qassem Sheshou 
was arrested on April 5th, 2015, by a special 
police force affiliated with Barzani and KDP 
under the pretext of being linked to the Popular 
Mobilization militias. These groups were accused 
of committing violent operations in areas 
liberated from ISIS, which prompted the PUK 
Central Council to condemn the arrest and hint 
that the Democratic Party wanted to hand Sinjar 
over to ISIS.

Is an area of  critical energy value: EIA estimates 
17% of Iraq  oil reserves are in the north of Iraq, 
near Kirkuk, Mosul, and Khanaqin. Control over 
rights to reserves is a source of controversy 
between the ethnic Kurds and other groups in 
the area. The International Energy Agency (IEA) 
estimated that the Iraqi Kurdistan Region 
contained 4 billion barrels of proved reserves. 
KRG's estimate is much higher because it is a 
resource estimate that includes unproved 
resources. The KRG recently increased its oil 
resource estimate from 45 billion barrels to 60 
billion barrels although this has not been 
independently verified and this number likely 
includes at least some resources in disputed 
areas—especially Kirkuk.

Expanded Area of Kurdish Control: August  2015

After skirmishes between ISIL and KRG forces around the Kirkuk and Bai Hassan fields, the KRG took over operations at the Avana Dome, a part of the Kirkuk field, and 
Bai Hassan in July 2014. Shortly after, KRG restarted commercial production at those fields, which allowed the KRG to increase oil flows through its newly built pipeline 
that connects to Ceyhan (see Table 2). Meanwhile, Iraq's Northern Oil Company continued to produce about 120,000 bbl/d from the Kirkuk's Baba Dome, of which 
30,000 bbl/d was sent to the Kirkuk refinery. The remainder of the oil production was reinjected into oil fields associated with natural gas to keep natural gas 
production flowing for power generation.

A December 2014 deal reached between Baghdad and the KRG has allowed Kirkuk crude to be transported via the KRG pipeline to Ceyhan, providing Baghdad with a 
commercial outlet for its northern production (see section on Issues between the Kurdistan Regional Government and Baghdad). Fighting around Kirkuk city continues 
to take place, making nearby fields vulnerable to supply disruption.
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?shva=1#inbox/14f8dd839ca07ee1
http://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis.cfm?iso=IRQ


Energy Vulnerability in Iraq
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http://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis.cfm?iso=IRQ



Iraq’s Long History of Export Instability
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http://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis.cfm?iso=IRQ



Iraq Still Had 
World’s Second 
Largest Increase 
in Supply in 2014
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Source: 
http://www.eia.
gov/todayinene
rgy/detail.cfm?i
d=19911



Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034, May 18, 2015

Key 
Dams

Key Dams in 
Iraq
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034


Rise of Iraqi Terrorism: 1970-2013
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