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Hwang Kyo-ahn 
By Andy Lim 
 

Who is he?  
Hwang Kyo-ahn is the nominee to be the new prime minister of the Republic of Korea. Prior to his nomination, he 

has served as the Minister of Justice under President Park Geun-hye since 2013. 

 

Minister Hwang has over 30 years of experience as a prosecutor.  Since his retirement in 2011, he has served as 

chairman of the Election Broadcast Deliberation Committee for the 19th General Elections (2011-2012) and worked 

as an attorney of Counsel for Bae, Kim & Lee LLC (October 2011 – January 2013).  

 

In his prosecutor career, he has served as chief prosecutor of several offices; Busan High Prosecutor’s Office (January 

- August 2011), Daegu High Prosecutors’ Office (September 2009- January 2011), Changwon District Prosecutors’ 

Office (2009), Seongnam Branch of Suwon District Prosecutors’ Office (2006-2007), and Tongyeong Branch of 

Changwon District Prosecutors’ Office (1995-1997). He has worked in the Seoul District Prosecutor’s Office in 

various capacities, including as 2nd Deputy Chief Prosecutor (2005-2006), Senior Prosecutor of the Public Security 

Department II (2002-2003), and as Senior Prosecutor of the Cyber Crime Investigation Department (2001-2002).  

 

He has also served as chief of the Department of Planning at the Institute of Justice (2009-2009), chief of Office of 

Policy & Planning in the Ministry of Justice (2007-2008), as director of Public Division I (2000-2001) and director of 

Public Division III (2000) at the Supreme Prosecutors’ Office, and as a professor at the Judicial Research & Training 

Institute of the Supreme Court (1997-1999). 

 

Minister Hwang graduated from Sungkyunkwan University’s College of Law, and passed the 23rd National Bar Exam 

in 1981. He later earned a LL.M. from Sungkyunkwan University’s Graduate School of Law in 2006. 
 

Why has he been in the news? 
On May 21, Minister Hwang was nominated by President Park to be the new prime minister, replacing former Prime 

Minister Lee Wan-koo, who stepped down on April 27 over allegations of bribery and corruption. In the Blue House 

announcement of his nomination, Hwang was lauded as a “well-qualified person to uproot corruption and 

irregularities across society to make a new Korea and achieve political reform." He will be headed for a tough 

parliamentary confirmation hearing as the opposition New Politics Alliance Democracy (NPAD) has already voiced 

vocal opposition over his handling Park’s aides’ prosecution probe and have vowed an exhaustive hearing process. 
 

What can we expect from him? 

Minister Hwang is the longest serving minister within the Park administration, and the man widely credited for the 

recent disbanding of the Unified Progressive Party (UPP). Because of his longest serving role, his competence is 

unquestioned, but because of his central role in the disbanding of the leftist UPP, he may be a lightning rod for 

opposition criticism. He is the sixth prime minister nominee under President Park, and if confirmed will become the 

third prime minister in her administration. During his acceptance speech on May 21, he vowed to put “social unity” 

and “caring for the less privileged” as part of the national tasks, and to focus on revitalizing the economy and 

stabilizing people’s livelihoods.   


