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Introduction 
President John Hamre, Dr. Victor Cha and scholars, Distinguished guests and ladies and 
gentlemen, I’m honored to speak to such an eminent audience here at the most prominent 
American think tank.  
 
Last month, there was a special movie screening for Korean War veterans in Fairfax County, 
Virginia. Titled “Ode to My Father,” the movie was a South Korean box office hit that attracted 
nearly 14 million viewers, almost one third of the country’s entire population.  
 
The film is set in the Gukje Market in Busan where I grew up and where my electoral district is. 
It is where many refugees from North Korea settled around the time of the Korean War in early 
1950s.   
 
A key part of the movie was played by U.S. Korean War veterans. It begins with a touching 
scene of the “Hungnam Port Evacuation,” where American troops rescued as many as 100,000 
Korean people by unloading weapons and munitions from a battleship to make space for 
refugees.  
 
A miracle the likes of which is unheard in the history of war happened in the port of Hungnam 
that day.  

 



 

On behalf of the National Assembly and the Korean People, I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my deepest gratitude and respect to the 36,000 fallen U.S. soldiers who sacrificed their 
lives to defend peace and freedom.  
 
The 70th Anniversary of the End of WWII and Vision for 100 Years of Peace 
Distinguished guests, this year marks the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II.  
For Korea, it is also the 70th Anniversary of its liberation from Japanese colonial rule and the 
division of the Peninsula.  
 
Over the past 70 years Korea has grown into the world’s 13th largest economy as well as a 
beacon of liberal democracy and market economy. Japan and China have also taken turns as the 
world’s 2nd largest economy.  
 
Against this backdrop, I have proposed to the U.S. Congress to issue a joint resolution which 
recognizes the accomplishment of the past 70 years and demonstrates our determination to work 
together for lasting peace and prosperity in Northeast Asia. In addition, the resolution highlights 
our joint efforts for the peaceful unification of the Korean Peninsula before we celebrate the 
100th anniversary of peace in 30 years time. I have also made similar proposals to the Chinese 
National People’s Congress and will do the same to the Japanese Diet.  
 
Japanese Prime Minister Abe has announced that he plans to issue a statement to mark the end of 
World War II. Whether or not his upcoming remarks will confirm and respect the Kono and 
Murayama Statements, both of which acknowledged Japan’s war responsibility, will draw 
intense attention from Japan’s neighboring countries.  
 
What we are concerned is that these commemorations could be used as a means to strengthen 
their positions rather than to appreciate the benefits of prosperity that we all have enjoyed since 
the end of World War II.  
 
As we mark the 70th anniversary of our national division, North Korea remains a serious 
challenge to regional peace and to the global non-proliferation regime.  
 
Facing such geopolitical risks, the governments and legislatures of the U.S. and Korea are called 
upon to work in tandem towards building enduring peace.  
 
Since my arrival here in Washington D.C., I’ve met with U.S. congressional leaders to discuss a 
resolution that the Korean National Assembly is working on to mark this historical year and 
encouraged them to join our endeavor.  
 
The resolution recognizes the peace and stability that Northeast Asia has enjoyed for the past 70 
years and affirms the role of the ROK-U.S. Alliance as a main pillar of deterrence. It also 
proposes to renew our determination to achieve lasting peace and prosperity in the region far 
beyond the 100th anniversary of the end of World War II.  
 
It also emphasizes that peaceful unification on the Korean Peninsula will ultimately provide the 
path to the denuclearization of North Korea. In this regard, we will need to strengthen the ROK-

 



 

U.S. Alliance even further.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, after we celebrate this historic year, Korea and the U.S. should begin the 
next step: making necessary preparations, based on the strong bilateral alliance, to ensure that we 
can celebrate 100 years of peace in Northeast Asia in 30 years time and welcome the centennial 
anniversary on a firmly established framework for enduring peace in the region.  
 
That is why I am keen on issuing a joint resolution. Parliaments of Korea and the U.S. should 
take the initiative to remind people of the value of the 70 years of peace and to redouble our 
efforts to work together to ensure that the 100th anniversary of the end of World War II becomes 
the beginning of a permanent peace.  
 
I wish to emphasize that the peaceful unification of the Korean Peninsula will be crucial to 
securing regional stability and prosperity. Sustained peace and prosperity in Northeast Asia 
cannot be possible with a nuclear-armed North Korea in its midst. 
 
In addition, we need to respond resolutely to regressive views of history and actions that fail to 
acknowledge responsibility for the war, even 70 years after its end.  
 
Since the end of World War II, the U.S., Korea and Japan have contributed greatly to regional 
stability based on shared values of democracy and market economy. We should avoid falling into 
the trap of which historical revisionism would undermine these shared values.  
 
For lasting peace in the region, the underlying spirit of the Treaty of San Francisco and the value 
of human rights that the democratic community has upheld should never be undermined.  
 
On this 70th anniversary, there should be a sincere and unambiguous recognition of the past 
wrongdoings and a pledge never to repeat the same mistakes followed by concrete actions.  
 
The era of harmony and lasting peace will not come by itself. The best way to address thorny 
historical issues would be to take a correct view of history.  
 
As in the old saying based in Oriental philosophy “achieving harmony through righteousness,” a 
clear endorsement of righteousness will pave the way to true harmony.  
 
Along the same lines, the Book of Isaiah chapter 32, verse 17 says that “the fruit of that 
righteousness will be peace; its effect will be quietness and confidence forever.”  
 
At the end of last October I visited Japan and met with Japanese parliamentary leaders and 
emphasized the spirit of righteousness and harmony.  
 
Countries that suffered during the Pacific War will not cling to the past. They are willing to leave 
the past behind and become true partners if the country responsible for the war and the 
accompanying aggression as well as human rights abuses makes a sincere apology and work for 
co-prosperity like Germany did after the war.  
 

 



 

Vision for a Unified Korean Peninsula 
Ladies and gentlemen, let me stress that the true winner of the 70th Anniversary of the end of 
World War II is the ROK-U.S. Alliance.  
 
The development of Korea and the maturity of its alliance with the U.S. represent two of the 
most remarkable success stories of the U.S. foreign policy.  
 
Korea divided is a geopolitical burden. Korea unified will be a geopolitical blessing. Northeast 
Asia and the international community as a whole will also be able to share the fruits of peace and 
prosperity.  
 
To achieve unification, there should be a smarter North Korean policy that overcomes the 
limitations of previous policies while building on their achievements.  
 
In 2012, I proposed the “Rainbow Policy.” It refers to a new set of policies that have different 
strengths and priorities. It pursues balance and harmony between engagement and reciprocity.  
 
A successful North Korean policy requires a sophisticated, strategic and multi-dimensional 
approach, not a linear one. It requires an approach that takes into account the international and 
multilateral aspect of the inter-Korean relations.  
 
As part of such efforts, I am working on an inter-Korean parliamentary summit. If the two 
presiding officers of the legislatures get together and open up dialogue, this can lead to an inter-
Korean parliamentary meeting between lawmakers from the North and South. That alone will 
help ease tension on the Korean Peninsula.  
 
It will also offer an opportunity to come up with a bipartisan North Korean policy in Korea, and 
to build public trust domestically in this regard.  
 
Conclusion 
Ladies and gentlemen, as the Speaker of the Korean National Assembly, I wish to mark the 70th 
anniversary of World War II by proposing that Korea and the U.S. move together on the path 
towards lasting peace in Northeast Asia and the peaceful unification of the Korea Peninsula.  
 
Retired Lieutenant General Steven Olmstead, the hero of the Korean War, once said, “Korea had 
nothing, but it has become an economic powerhouse and is helping other countries. That alone 
makes our fight worthwhile.” 
 
He is right. Korea’s remarkable success in becoming the first country to successfully move from 
a recipient country to a donor country in terms of foreign aid was only possible thanks to the 
blood and sweat of the U.S. forces who fought in the Korean War as well as the robust ROK-
U.S. Alliance built upon the cooperation.  
 
Based on that Alliance, we are now envisioning a lasting peace in Northeast Asia.  
 
If the ROK-U.S. Alliance could act to build a new order of lasting peace in Northeast Asia, and 

 



 

achieve the unification on the Korean Peninsula as a result, it will make the sacrifices of U.S. 
Korean War veterans all the more worthwhile.  
 
In closing, I hope my remarks today will become a sincere “Ode to the U.S. Korean War 
veterans.”  
 
Thank you for your attention. 
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