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Kim Yo-Jong 
By Andy Lim 
 

Who is she? 
Kim Yo-Jong is the youngest daughter of the late Kim Jong-il, and the younger sister of the current North Korean leader, Kim 
Jong-un. Not much of her life is officially known and what we know comes mostly from North Korean accounts. She is 
believed by experts to be born in September 1987 (26), and is the only daughter of Ko Yong-hui, the mother of Kim Jong-un 
and Kim Jong-chol. Like her older brothers, she also went to school (1996-2000) in Bern, Switzerland under the alias “Kim 
Yong-sun.” She resurfaced in 2008 – to be with her father after he suffered strokes in August and September of that year –and 
appeared more frequently in 2009 to prepare for her brother’s succession process.  She reportedly began working in the Party 
Central Committee. After her brother assumed power, it is presumed that she became the organizer of his official activities 
by assuming the role of protocol secretary in his Personal Secretariat. In January 2014, Chosun Ilbo, citing the North Korea 
Intellectuals Solidarity reported that she has taken on more duties after her uncle Jang Song-thaek’s death, taking charge of 
Department 54 – responsible for supplying necessities like coal and electricity to the military – as well as cash-earning agencies 
under the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK)’s Room 39 and Room 38, in addition to Kyonghung Guidance Bureau and Rakwon 
Guidance Bureau, formerly run by her aunt Kim Kyong-hui.  
 

Why has she been in the news? 
Kim Yo-Jong made two official, public appearances in recent weeks. Whereas, in the past, she had only made a few public 
appearances. She made her first-ever official appearance as a government official on March 9, 2014, during the 13th Supreme 
People's Assembly (SPA) elections. She was listed in the press for the first time as a senior official and as a comrade by the 
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) and Korean Central TV on March 9. She was also pictured casting a ballot at the Kim Il-Sung 
University of Politics, where she was in the company of senior officials like Choe Ryong-hae, Kim Kyong-ok, Hwang Pyong-
so, and her brother. Her second recent official appearance came on March 22, when she attended a Moranbong band concert 
at the April 25 House of Culture, accompanying her brother and her sister-in-law, Ri Sol-ju. This was also the first time the 
two women appeared together.  
 

Previously, Kim Yo-Jong had made only a few non-official appearances. The first was her father’s funeral in December 2011, 
where she stood behind Kim Jong-un and greeted mourners, but her name was not listed on the official list of the funeral 
committee at that time. The second was in November 2012, when Yo-Jong was pictured riding a white horse with members 
of the Pyongyang's top leadership at the equestrian company of the Korean People's Army (KPA) Unit # 534.  
 

What can we expect from her? 
The public images of Kim Yo-Jong put forth by North Korea media recently suggests she has taken on a leadership role. With 
her aunt reportedly in dire health and failing to appear publicly since her husband Jang Song-thaek's execution on December 
12, 2013, there is a possibility that Yo-jung will take on her aunt's role as the close family confidant. That she was listed right 
after the vice-minister of the Organization and Guidance Department of the Worker's Party Hwang Pyong-so at the March 9 
SPA's vote and was seated between director of the WPK’s Finance and Accounting Department Han Kwang-sang and vice 
director of the WPK’s Propaganda and Agitation Department Kim Pyong-ho at the March 22 concert, suggests the possibility 
that she might hold a vice-director level post. At only 26 to 27 years of age, however, this hardly lends one to a confident 
assessment about the future of North Korea. 


