
Select Upcoming Events

A headline-grabbing massacre at an upscale restaurant 

in Kabul last week reminded Americans that the 

United States is still fighting a war in Afghanistan. Among 

the nearly two dozen people killed in that attack were 13 

foreign officials, including three Americans, one of whom 

had been an intern at CSIS just five years ago. The attack 

was a stark reminder that there remain people in Afghanistan willing to 

give their lives in coordinated terrorist attacks.

Despite continuing challenges in Afghanistan, as the U.S. commitment 

there winds down, our priorities in the region most likely will quickly shift 

eastward: to Pakistan’s internal stability, to significant cross-border attacks 

between Pakistan and India, and to the India-China relationship. That is 

the conclusion of the CSIS C3 program’s forthcoming assessment of U.S. 

South Asia strategy over the coming decade. 

Our conclusion about U.S. policy in Afghanistan is that an increase in violence 

there will be a concern to U.S. leaders only to the degree that it spills over 

into Pakistan or “seriously risks the return of a regime offering safe haven 

to al Qaeda or other terrorists.” The latter is unlikely, though not impossible. 

The effect on Pakistan’s stability, however, is a real concern and the most 

likely reason the United States would remain engaged in Afghanistan.

For the past 13 years, Afghanistan had its moment. This year, the United 

States pivots to Pakistan, where its focus will remain for at least the next 

13 years. ■

Transatlantic Forum: 
Rebalancing and Reinforcing 
the Transatlantic Bond
Featuring Senator John McCain and
Senator Chris Murphy
Monday, January 27, 2014, 4:15 p.m.–5:15 p.m.
CSIS, 1616 Rhode Island Ave., NW
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Select Recent Events

U.S.-Korea Security Agenda 
in Asia in 2014
Featured a discussion with former U.S.
Forces Korea commanders, moderated by
Kathleen Hicks and CSIS Korea Chair 
Victor Cha.

DoD Contract Trends 
Report Release
Featured a discussion with David Berteau 
and Greg Sanders of the National Security 
Program on Industry and Resources on 
the release of their latest annual report 
on trends in DoD contracting.

From debilitation caused by blizzards and floods to 

destruction caused by hurricanes and wildfires, there 

is no single “natural disaster season” in the United States. 

Every month of every year, U.S. residents are at risk of death, 

injury, disease and other health concerns, homelessness, 

critical infrastructure failures, and economic hardship due 

stephanie sanok kostro
@CSISHomeland

the pressing need for improved disaster 
resilience

India’s Nuclear Challenges
Friday, January 24, 2014
9:00 a.m.–10:30 a.m.
CSIS, 1616 Rhode Island Ave., NW

PONI Live Debate: 
Triad Modernization
Monday, January 27, 2014
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
CSIS, 1616 Rhode Island Ave., NW

https://csis.org/event/transatlantic-forum
http://csis.org/event/indias-nuclear-challenges
http://csis.org/event/poni-live-debate-triad-modernization
http://csis.org/event/us-korea-security-agenda-asia-2014
http://csis.org/event/dod-contract-trends-report-release-0
http://csis.org/expert/robert-lamb
http://csis.org/expert/stephanie-sanok-kostro
https://twitter.com/robertdalelamb
https://twitter.com/CSISC3
https://twitter.com/CSISHomeland
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WATCH Kathleen Hicks moderate 

a discussion with Estonian Defence 

Minister Urmas Reinsalu, hosted by the 

CSIS Europe Program, on Estonia’s 

defense priorities and its military 

modernization plans ahead of the 2014 

NATO Summit.

Multimedia

WATCH Stephanie Sanok Kostro and 

Dr. Dane Egli discuss the need for 

the nation to expand its focus 

beyond prevention and protection 

to a more systemic analysis of 

mitigation, response, and recovery 

in “Beyond the Storms.”

to natural disasters. Annually, the United States can expect to experience              

10 severe weather events exceeding $1 billion each in damage; 30 years ago, 

the expectation was only two such events annually. 

This trend is in line with the experience of many nations around the world. 

Earlier this month, Munich Re, a company that specializes in reinsurance, 

released its annual report on global natural disaster costs over the last 30-

plus years. Munich Re noted that, globally, losses from natural catastrophes 

in 2013 were relatively moderate, with direct overall losses of around $125 

billion and 20,000 lives, but that the total number of catastrophes (880) was 

significantly higher than the 30-year average (630). In 2013, the costliest 

disaster was widespread flooding in Germany and neighboring nations 

(overall losses of $15.2 billion), and the most devastating was Super 

Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines (more than 6,000 people killed, more 

than 1 million left homeless).

Several disaster experts credit protection and resilience efforts—e.g., 

flood control measures, housing standards—with mitigating losses despite 

the growing number of events. In partnership with the Irene W. and C.B. 

Pennington Foundation, the CSIS Homeland Security and Counterterrorism 

(HSCT) Program recently focused on disaster resilience, using public events, 

private roundtables, interviews, a video, and a policy paper to explore not 

only immediate responses but also longer-term efforts that are critical for 

preparedness, recovery, and future health of impacted communities. HSCT 

remains committed to drawing from experiences in the United States and 

elsewhere to help the government, industry, philanthropies, and other 

stakeholders enhance the preparedness and resilience of the nation—and 

perhaps other nations as well—as events continue to trend upward. ■

Rates of urbanization are accelerating in many parts of 

the world. Comparison of the urbanization patterns 

in China and the United States illustrates this trend well: 

it took the United States 34 years (1918–1952) to move 

from 50 percent to 60 percent urban; it will take China 

only a decade (2008–2018). This is a twenty-first-century 

phenomenon that extends beyond these countries as nascent “megacities” 

defy conventional understandings of the forces stimulating urbanization 

and the structures and patterns such processes produce. These newer 

urban agglomerations face civic challenges such as demographic pressures, 

scott aughenbaugh
@7revs

beyond walls: security in the coming urban age

http://csis.org/event/ten-years-nato-twelve-years-afghanistan
http://csis.org/event/beyond-storms-strengthening-homeland-security-and-disaster-management-achieve-resilience
http://csis.org/expert/scott-aughenbaugh
https://twitter.com/7revs
http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/papers/smith-and-katz-2013.pdf
http://www.munichre.com/en/media_relations/press_releases/2014/2014_01_07_press_release.aspx
http://csis.org/multimedia/video-csis-pennington-family-foundation-series-community-resilience
http://csis.org/files/publication/130828_CSIS_Pennington_Disaster%20Reform_%20FINAL.pdf
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In the News

“There’s no making this better,” and 

it’s “worrisome. Period. Full Stop.”

—Kathleen Hicks, senior vice president 

and director, CSIS International 

Security Program, in the New York 

Times on the potential security lapse in 

the country’s nuclear arsenal after 34 

Air Force officers were suspended for 

cheating on monthly proficiency tests.

“In 2003, it was incredibly 

disingenuous to link the Iraq 

invasion to al Qaeda…Now it would 

be disingenuous to not link an 

invasion to al Qaeda given the group’s 

prominence there.”

—Sam Brannen, senior fellow, CSIS 

International Security Program, to 

Foreign Policy’s The Cable on Senator 

Rand Paul’s intention to introduce a bill 

to repeal the Authorization of the Use of 

Military Force in Iraq, which includes a 

loophole that allows future presidents 

to re-invade Iraq anytime they want.

“This is a very potent situation…I 

think that the Russians are in 

quite a security conundrum here  

even though they have extensive 

capabilities to combat this threat.”

—Rick “Ozzie” Nelson, senior 

associate, CSIS Homeland Security 

and Counterterrorism Program, to 

Bloomberg TV on the recent terror 

attacks in Russia and security fears 

ahead of the Olympic games.

social strife, resource availability, improvement of infrastructure, and 

provision of services like health care and education. Ultimately, as 

noted in the United Nation’s  State of the World’s Cities, quality of life for 

inhabitants rests on the capacity of governance to secure urban spaces. 

As these cities continue to grow, we need to develop a better understanding 

of modern urban morphology, which in many ways reveals trends 

strikingly different from historical city growth. Many postcolonial, low- 

to middle-income countries continue to experience rapid rates of urban 

growth despite economic depression. Also, modern urbanization does 

not necessitate increased population density; “Cities that were dense, 

compact and continuous have become diffuse, loose and discontinuous.” 

Expanding urban peripheries present new challenges for governance 

and security, and more spatially diffuse cities place great pressure on 

environmental assets. 

Urban sociologist Robert Park remarked “if the city is the world which 

man created, it is the world in which he is henceforth condemned to 

live.” While certain characteristics are permanent, can we proactively 

design cities to build community and security rather than crude physical 

retrofits of concrete barriers and gated compounds? As we continue to 

see the growth of these urban environments, can we ameliorate security 

of urban slums with workforce development, housing, and sanitation? 

A better understanding of these factors may help to preempt a future of 

urban despair. ■

NATO is preparing for yet another critical summit 

when allied leaders gather in Wales this September. 

As the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) 

mission winds down, NATO should pay tribute to the 

sacrifices made by brave men and women from Montreal 

and Manchester to Munich and Melbourne in such 

faraway places as Kunduz, Khost, and Kandahar. While our soldiers 

won’t be leaving behind a liberal Western-style democracy, NATO allies 

and partners should be proud of their hard-fought security gains. The 

Obama administration now needs to exhaust all efforts to reach a sensible 

agreement with the Afghan government for a post-2014 force to remain 

behind after combat operations end.

t.j. cipoletti
@CSIS

the next nato summit: setting up for 
disappointment

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/16/us/politics/air-force-suspends-34-at-nuclear-sites-over-test-cheating.html?hpw&rref=us&_r=5
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2014/01/14/with_the_white_house_s_blessing_rand_moves_to_formally_end_the_iraq_war
http://www.bloomberg.com/video/attacks-in-russia-raise-olympic-fears-Bx0s5ZNLT56jqpFRHZU1kQ.html
https://twitter.com/CSIS
http://csis.org/staff/tj-cipoletti
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/745habitat.pdf
http://faculty.mu.edu.sa/public/uploads/1346018433.9078um199902_79-85.pdf
http://faculty.mu.edu.sa/public/uploads/1346018433.9078um199902_79-85.pdf
http://www.worldcat.org/title/robert-e-park-on-social-control-and-collective-behavior-selected-papers/oclc/494473218
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Recent Publications

READ Nuclear Scholars Initiative, a 

collection of papers from some of the 

best and brightest young professionals in 

the nuclear field.

READ “To Speed Recovery from 

Conflict, Focus on Local Businesses,” a 

commentary by Sadika Hameed and Julie 

Halterman on the case for focusing on 

small and medium enterprises in conflict 

and fragile situations.

READ “Trends in U.S. Defense Contracting 

Outside the Continental United States,” by 

Rhys McCormick for a short analysis on 

the changes in international contracting 

since Obama took office.
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Follow CSIS @csis/csis.org

Please contact Mr. T.J. Cipoletti, Research Associate, ISP, at 

tcipoletti@csis.org with any comments, suggestions, or 

questions about FYSA content or ongoing ISP activities.

All that said, the alliance needs to turn its gaze forward and prepare for 

the unforeseen crises that could arise in places like Cairo, the Caucasus, 

Central Africa, or cyberspace. How will NATO ever be prepared for the 

conflicts of the twenty-first century given the deep cuts in European 

defense spending? 

The officials at NATO headquarters and a few allied political leaders 

have developed some sound proposals such as Smart Defence and the 

Connected Forces Initiative in order to maintain necessary capabilities 

and preserve the quantum leaps in defense planning and interoperability 

achieved over the last decade. Enhanced partnership tools for cooperating 

with geopolitically important and operationally capable partners can 

provide the alliance with much needed flexibility to share the burden of 

complex security challenges using varied coalitions of nations who may 

have vested national interests in specific contingencies. 

These good ideas need to be implemented by the nations who, despite 

their common values and shared worldviews, rarely seem to reach 

consensus due to divergent national interests or political sensitivities. 

Ultimately, it is up to policymakers on both sides of the Atlantic to show 

more political leadership or history’s most successful alliance will face 

yet another disappointment at September’s summit. ■ CSIS Critical Questions

READ “Recent Bombings in Russia: A 

Threat to the Sochi Games?,” by Stephanie 

Sanok Kostro and Ana O’Harrow.

READ “Syria’s Chemical Weapons 

Destruction: It Takes a Flotilla,” by 

Sharon Squassoni and Bobby Kim.

http://csis.org/files/publication/140109_Weiner_NuclearScholarsInitiative2013_WEB.pdf
http://csis.org/publication/speed-recovery-conflict-focus-local-businesses
http://csis.org/files/publication/140116_CI37_McCormick_OCONUSContracting.pdf
http://csis.org/publication/recent-bombings-russia-threat-sochi-games
http://csis.org/publication/syrias-chemical-weapons-destruction-it-takes-flotilla
https://twitter.com/CSIS
https://www.facebook.com/CSIS.org
http://csis.org/files/publication/121212_Berteau_EuroDefenseTrends2012_Web.pdf
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_84268.htm?
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_84336.htm?
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_98527.htm

