
Select Upcoming Events

Welcome to the first edition of FYSA. Our goal is 

to provide you with a brief monthly snapshot of 

some of the International Security Program’s ongoing 

work, links to our recent events and media outreach, and 

occasional opinion pieces. 

I am honored to rejoin CSIS as director of the International Security 

Program (ISP). It’s been a busy first month here, as we begin to broaden 

and deepen our research and policy development program. Among 

the many exciting new projects we are launching is our Federated 

Defense Project, which is founded on John Hamre’s concrete ideas for 

collaborating closely with allies and partners in a period of collective 

defense austerity. Like CSIS’s Beyond Goldwater-Nichols series and Smart 

Power reports, the Federated Defense Project will focus on pragmatic 

recommendations to drive change in how we and our partners plan and 

produce capable defense architectures. In the coming months, we will 

also launch our Foreign Policy Crossroads Project, which seeks to bring 

Americans across the country more fully into the debate over the United 

States’ future role on the world stage. 

With new state of the art multimedia capabilities, and twice the 

available conference space as our old facility, CSIS is also attracting 

more interest than ever as a premier venue for major foreign and 

defense policy events. In the past month alone, some of our events 

have featured Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel; Representative Adam 

Smith, ranking member of the House Armed Services Committee; 

Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz;  Moises Naim, author of The End of 

Power; Under Secretary of Defense Frank Kendall; and former national 

security advisers Brent Scowcroft and Zbigniew Brzezinski; among 

many others. 

As we look ahead to 2014, we will continue to build on the global reach 

provided by CSIS’s exceptional regional programs and the geopolitical 

acumen of our staff, Board of Trustees, and host of affiliates. I welcome 

your feedback on our programs and on the FYSA publication. ■

u.s.-canada bilateral 
defense relations
Tuesday, November 26, 2013
1:30 p.m.–2:30 p.m.
CSIS, 1616 Rhode Island Ave., NW
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new nuclear suppliers 
Friday, December 13, 2013
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
CSIS, 1616 Rhode Island Ave., NW

project on nuclear issues
2013 fall conference
December 17–18, 2013
CSIS, 1616 Rhode Island Ave., NW

Select Recent Events

global security forum 2013
Featured keynote remarks by 
Secretary Chuck Hagel and breakout 
sessions led by Kathleen Hicks
and David Berteau.

performance of the defense 
acquisition system
Featured keynote remarks by Frank 
Kendall and a panel discussion.

military strategy forum: 
rep. adam smith
Rep. Smith addressed drones, as 
well as laws and policies, affecting 
counterterror operations.

a path for durable 
defense reform
Featured Rep. Mac Thornberry on 
preserving military capabilities in a 
challenging budget climate.

http://csis.org/event/new-nuclear-suppliers
https://csis.org/event/leveraging-each-others-strengths-state-us-canada-bilateral-defense-relations
http://csis.org/event/poni-2013-fall-conference
http://csis.org/event/global-security-forum-2013
http://csis.org/event/global-security-forum-2013-opening-session
http://csis.org/event/global-security-forum-2013-can-united-states-rebuild-national-security-consensus
http://csis.org/event/global-security-forum-2013-has-budget-crisis-shattered-cold-war-consensus-defense-budgets
http://csis.org/event/performance-defense-acquisition-system-looking-ahead
http://csis.org/event/military-strategy-forum-honorable-adam-smith-d-wa
http://csis.org/event/path-durable-defense-reform
http://csis.org/publication/can-we-rebuild-national-security-consensus
https://twitter.com/kath_hicks
http://csis.org/expert/kathleen-h-hicks
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Syria may be one of the few success stories in recent 

memory for international disarmament of weapons 

of mass destruction (WMD). Under foreign pressure for 

having used chemical weapons (CW) in its own war-torn 

country in August, the Syrian government managed in a 

few short months to: (a)  agree to eliminate its weapons 

and production capacity; (b) accede to the Chemical Weapons Convention; 

(c) make an initial declaration; (d) destroy production capacity; and 

(e) begin to destroy some weapons (154). By the end of November, the 

United Nations plans to identify locations outside of Syria for destroying 

chemical weapons, agents, and precursors with the aim of completing 

destruction by mid-2014.

But the story is not over. Even as UN inspectors braved the fog and fire 

of war to catalogue inventories at more than 20 sites, rumors circulated 

that elite Syrian military forces had moved chemical weapons, that 

guards on the Turkish border interdicted chemical agents, and that 

CW had been transferred to Hezbollah groups. Certainly, verification 

is tough in areas under siege, possibly tempting the Assad regime to 

conclude that a few dozen munitions would not be missed. Russia will 

need to continue its tough-love approach with Syria and the Nobel-prize-

winning Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 

will need steady vigilance and even bravery to maintain pressure on the 

Syrian regime. Finally, governments around the world need to fund this 

effort so that the OPCW can do its work without distraction. ■

sharon squassoni
@CSIS_PPP 

syria’s chemical weapons: going, going, gone?

WATCH Cindy Vestergaard, visiting fellow 

with the Proliferation Prevention Program 

at CSIS, discuss Syria’s accession to the 

Chemical Weapons Convention with 

Sharon Squassoni.

Multimedia

WATCH Sam Brannen’s interview 

with Bill Lynn, CEO of Finmeccanica 

North America, about national 

security trends and challenges and U.S. 

competitiveness for the future.

Not since the atomic bomb has public imagination 

been so captured by a new military capability. The 

media calls them “drones.” Industry prefers “unmanned 

aerial systems” or “UAS.” The U.S. Air Force insists 

they’re “remotely piloted aircraft.” Advocates talk about 

their inevitability, superiority, and potential. Opponents 

warn of overly sanitizing war and the rise of the machines at the expense 

of our very humanity. 

samuel j. brannen
@RealSamBrannen 

droning on

http://csis.org/multimedia/video-cindy-vestergaard-syrias-chemical-weapons-disarmament
http://csis.org/multimedia/video-small-screen-session-sam-brannen-interviews-bill-lynn
http://csis.org/expert/samuel-j-brannen
http://csis.org/expert/sharon-squassoni
https://twitter.com/csis_ppp
https://twitter.com/realsambrannen
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The Obama administration’s unrealized promise of transparency 

regarding its use of UAS in counterterrorism has warped the debate by 

allowing opinion to run wild. Lacking from the conversation has been a 

balanced discussion of the opportunities of this new technology as it has 

mostly been used, under well-codified rules of engagement by the U.S. 

armed forces. In this common employment it has saved countless lives 

both by its ability to discriminate and precisely strike targets and to protect 

U.S. ground forces from threats such as improvised explosive devices. 

The lack of strategic conversation unfortunately extends to inside the 

Pentagon, where the current generation of technology is viewed by 

many senior leaders as a “last war” requirement that simply will not 

survive the archetypal anti-access/area-denial wars of the future. This 

is resulting in across-the-board cuts by the military departments to 

their UAS budgets for the third straight year. Such decisions ignore the 

evidence that these platforms fared far better than expected against air 

defenses in Libya, let alone Israel’s novel employment of unmanned 

systems conducting electronic warfare alongside manned tactical fighter 

aircraft against hostile air defenses. Deep cuts also harm development 

of unmanned technology for new applications in the air, ground, and 

maritime domains.

It’s time for a real conversation on how to balance the risks and 

opportunities of unmanned systems for the United States. CSIS has 

convened a working group to do just that, and we will issue our findings 

early next year. ■

In the News

The Department of Defense is confronting the end 

of steady growth in its budgets. In a recent speech 

at CSIS, Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition, 

Technology, and Logistics Frank Kendall stated that the 

uncertainty and front-loaded nature of sequestration 

is creating an environment that is “probably the worst 

time I’ve seen…in terms of our ability to do a sound plan and execute it.” 

At the same event, defense acquisition experts spoke of the possibility 

of a “hollow” force: a military that is less capable than budget figures or 

gregory sanders
@gregorysanders

the data corner: defense drawdown, hollow 
forces, and the utility of the earmark

“He’s talked about this tipping 

point of…combating al Qaeda…

as going to have to move…from a 

military mindset to more of a law 

enforcement mindset.”

—Stephanie Sanok Kostro discussing 

Jeh Johnson’s DHS confirmation 

hearing in an appearance on 

C-SPAN’s Washington Journal 

“Senior military officials worry that 

they’re being asked to do all these 

[different] things, but who will fund 

it? Who’s looking out for the military’s 

institutional interests?”

—Kathleen Hicks on President 

Obama’s relationship  with the 

military in Politico Magazine

“I think he’s really fighting the

 long war...where you’re using a 

variety of low-visibility forces and

increasingly unmanned aerial vehicle 

assets around the planet.” 

—Sam Brannen to CNN.com on 

terror raids and an “Obama Doctrine”

http://edition.cnn.com/2013/10/07/politics/terror-raids-obama-doctrine/index.html?hpt=hp_t2
http://csis.org/event/performance-defense-acquisition-system-looking-ahead
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2013/11/obama-vs-the-generals-99379.html
http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/316278-3
http://csis.org/expert/gregory-sanders
https://twitter.com/gregorysanders
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troop counts would indicate. Compounding the effects of sequestration, 

internal cost growth factors are sapping the military’s buying power.

A hollow force is not inevitable. CSIS’s forthcoming report U.S. 

Department of Defense Contract Spending and the Supporting Industrial 

Base, 2000–2012 (see our methodology) found evidence of shepherding 

of resources even as contract obligations for research and development 

(R&D) fell from 2009 to 2012. These cuts were driven by the cancellation 

of several large programs, such as the Future Combat System. Pursuing 

across-the-board program cuts as an alternative to a few “big kills” may 

be an easier path to higher short-term savings. However, as Kendall’s 

empirically grounded defense acquisition performance report shows, 

such sweeping program changes will cause cost growth in the long term. 

So, how might Congress address this issue? Predictability of future 

budgets and flexibility in implementing sequester-level cuts will be 

critical to preserving real military capability. The return of congressional 

earmarks may also help, according to a panel of former House and Senate 

Appropriations Committee staffers. This is perhaps an unsurprising 

proposal coming from former Capitol Hill denizens, but the political 

science research bears them out. In 2008, only $17.2 billion in spending 

was directed by earmarks. In monetary terms, the Congressional Budget 

Office estimates that eliminating the sequester in 2014 would grow the 

economy by two to ten times that amount. If you think earmarks are 

expensive, remember that a dysfunctional legislature is far worse. ■

Recent Publications

READ Global Forecast 2014 featuring 

content by ISP senior fellows Kathleen H. 

Hicks, Clark A. Murdock, David J. Berteau, 

Sharon Squassoni, Samuel J. Brannen, and 

Robert D. Lamb.

READ The Turkey, Russia, Iran Nexus, 

edited by Sam Brannen, on evolving

power dynamics in a number 

of key regions.

 

READ Rethinking Civilian Stabilization 

and Reconstruction for some fresh 

thinking on how to improve our civilian 

tools to respond to security challenges 

by Robert D. Lamb, Joy Aoun, and 

Kathryn Mixon. 

1616 rhode island avenue nw, washington, dc 20036  |  www.csis.org

Follow CSIS @csis/csis.org

CSIS Critical Questions

READ the recent Critical Questions 

Super Typhoon Haiyan: With So Many 

Still Suffering, Why Keep Our Eyes On 

Recovery? by Lori J. Bertman, Stephanie 

Sanok Kostro, and Rachel A. Pickens.

Read additional Critical Questions here.

Please contact Mr. T.J. Cipoletti, Research Associate, ISP, at tcipoletti@csis.org 

with any comments, suggestions, or questions about FYSA content or ongoing ISP activities.

http://csis.org/publication/global-forecast-2014
http://csis.org/publication/turkey-russia-iran-nexus
http://csis.org/publication/rethinking-civilian-stabilization-and-reconstruction
http://csis.org/publication/super-typhoon-haiyan-so-many-still-suffering-why-keep-our-eyes-recovery
http://csis.org/publications/browse/all/all/Critical%2BQuestions
http://csis.org/files/publication/130417_Murdock_DefenseBudgetingDoubleWhammy_Web.pdf
http://csis.org/node/47374
http://www.defense.gov/News/NewsArticle.aspx?ID=120421
http://csis.org/event/global-security-forum-2013-has-budget-crisis-shattered-cold-war-consensus-defense-budgets
http://themonkeycage.org/2013/01/14/bring-back-pork-barrel-spending/
http://themonkeycage.org/2009/07/24/post_220/
http://www.cbo.gov/publication/44630
https://www.facebook.com/CSIS.org
https://twitter.com/CSIS
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