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 Dr. John Hamre was elected president and CEO of CSIS in January 2000. 
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presentation, and execution of the defense budget and management 
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years as a professional staff member of the Senate Armed Services 
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programs, defense budget issues, and relations with the Senate Appropriations Committee. From 
1978 to 1984, Dr. Hamre served in the Congressional Budget Office, where he became its deputy 
assistant director for national security and international affairs. In that position, he oversaw analysis 
and other support for committees in both the House of Representatives and the Senate. Dr. Hamre 
received his Ph.D., with distinction, in 1978 from the School of Advanced International Studies at 
Johns Hopkins University in Washington, D.C., where his studies focused on international politics 
and economics and U.S. foreign policy. In 1972, he received his B.A., with high distinction, from 
Augustana College in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, emphasizing political science and economics. The 
following year he studied as a Rockefeller fellow at the Harvard Divinity School in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

Chairman Hong Seok-Hyun, Senator Lugar, distinguished colleagues and guests, friends, thank 
you for coming to this, the third annual JoongAng Ilbo-CSIS Forum.  It is a great pleasure and an 
honor to be here with you again in Seoul. 
 
At the outset, let me Thank Chairman Hong and his remarkable colleagues for the splendid 
arrangements and preparations for this Forum.  It has been a great privilege for CSIS to partner 
with JoongAng Ilbo in this effort.  Chairman Hong is not only a leading figure in Korea, he is a 
respected and admired friend in America.  We remember with great satisfaction his service as 
Ambassador for the Republic of Korea.  He made an enormous contribution to improving the ties 
between Korea and the United States during that time, and he continues to pioneer new and 
innovative ways to connect our two countries more effectively.  Today is a good example.  
Chairman Hong had the vision to create this annual forum as a way to deepen intellectual 
engagement on the most important issues of our days.  I admire him greatly for this.  Thank you, 
Chairman Hong. 
 

 



 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we all have watched with some alarm the erratic and dangerous posturing 
of North Korea this past year.   North Korea has always made a pattern of recklessness in foreign 
affairs.  What we have witnessed this past year is familiar in its components, but the aggregation 
of outrageous and provocative statements has been unusual.  North Korea’s economy continues 
to deteriorate.  The quality of life recedes.  Human rights violations continue.  And the bluster 
and threats amplify.   
 
This is not the behavior of a normal country. North Korea’s behavior has contributed directly to 
its isolation in the world community of nations.   A normal country works to build its reputation 
and legitimacy through honorable channels of diplomacy, cultural outreach, economic exchange 
and intellectual engagement.  By contrast North Korea seeks to intimidate the world into 
accepting its legitimacy.  We have heard a long and virulent series of threats by North Korea to 
attack Korea, neighboring countries and the United States with nuclear weapons.  Nothing 
exemplifies more strongly North Korea’s inherent lack of legitimacy among the community of 
nations than this strident war rhetoric.  
 
These threats do have an impact.  They have brought America and Korea closer together.  They 
have brought America and China into closer cooperation.  They have brought America and Japan 
closer together.  They have brought condemnation in the United Nations.   Kim Jong-un’s 
gamble has paid off—for all of us, not for North Korea.  It has caused us to strengthen and 
deepen our ties with each other.   
 
Today we will explore this entire question in detail.  We have asked the finest experts in Korea 
and in the United States to come together today in three panel sessions.  We first will examine 
our respective judgments on where North Korea is really heading under this new young tyrant.  
From that starting point, we will examine the prospects for a diplomatic solution to this long-
standing crisis on the Korean peninsula.  And we will wrap up the day with a discussion on 
prospects for a positive trajectory for East Asia, and especially Northeast Asia.  I can promise 
you a rich and rewarding day.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, while North Korean problems draw our immediate concern, we should 
not forget the broader picture.  This year marks the 60th anniversary of our allied relationship.  
We also celebrate this year the first anniversary of the implementation of the Korea-US free 
trade agreement or KORUS.  President Park earlier this month had a wonderfully successful 
summit meeting with our president at the White House and she gave a memorable speech before 
the U.S Congress.  Across any metric -- political, economic, or security – there are few 
partnerships in the world today as successful as the one forged between our two nations and 
peoples six decades ago.  Indeed, later this year CSIS will partner with the U.S. Embassy in 
Seoul and the Korea Foundation to host a major unprecedented event in celebration of the 
alliance.   
 
I take this opportunity to thank all of our speakers for taking time to share their wisdom and 
perspective.  I know that I will learn a great deal by listening to them. 
 



 

I am especially pleased to be able to welcome and introduce the Honorable Richard Lugar, who 
will soon present the keynote address for our conference.  Senator Lugar just departed the United 
States Senate, where he served with great distinction for over 35 years.  Notably, Senator Lugar 
was the chairman of the influential Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, one of the premier 
assignments in the United States Congress.  In this capacity he traveled the world on behalf of 
the United States.  His time in the Senate spanned the service of over 11 Secretaries of State and 
6 Presidents.  This great span of service brought a remarkable perspective and maturity to 
Senator Lugar’s public service.  The average secretary of state serves 3 years and Senator Lugar 
served 35 years.  That says it all. 
 
While Secretary Lugar championed many causes, he is far best known for the famous Nunn-
Lugar initiative that effectively dismantled over 7,500 nuclear warheads.  It is a signal 
accomplishment that will for all time testify to Senator Lugar’s vision, courage and stamina.  I 
know from personal experience that there were countless battles to keep the Cooperative Threat 
Reduction program on track.  Senator Lugar single-handedly kept this focus in the Congress for 
the past 15 years.  All Americans and the world owe him great thanks for this accomplishment. 
 
Upon his retirement, Senator Lugar created the Richard Lugar Institute which is sustaining his 
great passions for creating a world with fewer nuclear dangers while at the same time promoting 
food security for the world’s poor and needy.  I am also proud to say that Senator Lugar agreed 
to join CSIS as a Councilor.  That means that he is one of my bosses, and I am proud to say that. 
 
Chairman Hong and I asked Senator Lugar to keynote our third annual Forum, not just because 
of his towering reputation on the world stage, but because of his continuing commitment to the 
security and safety of Korea.   
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome with your applause, the Honorable Richard Lugar, 
former Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and a great friend of Korea. 
 
The Korea Chair Platform is made possible by the generous support of Samsung Electronics 
America. The views expressed in the Platform do not necessarily reflect those of Samsung 
Electronics America or of CSIS.  The Office of the Korea Chair invites essays for consideration 
for the Platform. For inquiries, please email KoreaChair@CSIS.org. 
 
The Korea Chair Platform is published by the Office of the Korea Chair 
(http://www.csis.org/program/korea-chair) at the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS), a private, tax-exempt institution focusing on international public policy issues. Its 
research is nonpartisan and nonproprietary. CSIS does not take specific policy positions. 
Accordingly, all views, positions, and conclusions expressed in this publication should be 
understood to be solely those of the author(s). 
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