
 

 

In Depth 

The Alliance of the Pacific: One-Upmanship and Work Remains 

The Alliance of the Pacific—consisting of Chile, Colombia, Mexico, and Peru 

—has emerged as the hemisphere’s latest and most forward-leaning trade bloc, 

focused as it is on building markets among members through the free flow of 

goods, services, capital, and labor. Signed in April 2011, it aims to serve as a 

commercial gateway—like the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)—to such large 

economies as China, Japan, and South Korea in the Asia-Pacific region. Hot on 

the heels of Mercosur, which purports to represent the fifth-largest economy in 

the world with a US$3 trillion gross domestic product, the alliance represents 

the ninth-largest economy with a US$2 trillion GDP. However, it now claims 

responsibility for 55 percent of Latin America’s exports. All four members share 

free trade pacts with the United States, as do Costa Rica and Panama, two 

prospective members. Meanwhile, Mercosur remains an inwardly focused 

customs union periodically bogged down by internal trade disputes that involve 

its largest members Argentina and Brazil. Despite promising opportunities for 

the alliance, there are questions. How will it mesh with the similar Trans-Pacific 

Partnership? How will its members stay focused as other trade accords loom? 

How will members reconcile pledges made in such proliferating forums as 

Unasur, the Rio Group, and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean 

States? Lingering sea boundary issues between Peru and Chile could one day 

hamper cooperation among those two nations. Still, of all the recently created 

clubs, this one may be the most fruitful. —Siremorn Asvapromtada 

 

In the News 
 

Regional 

While celebrating the closing of the U.S. Agency for International Development 

(USAID) mission in Panama (it is no longer needed), regional director for Latin 

America and the Caribbean Mark Feierstein acknowledged that USAID has also 

reduced aid to Bolivia, Ecuador, and Nicaragua, as a result of Venezuela’s 

financial support to these allies. Nonetheless, Feierstein reiterated the agency’s 

commitment to supporting democratic development in the region.                      

—El Nuevo Diario (Nicaragua) 

Caribbean: Haiti 

Minister of Interior Thierry Mayard-Paul announced that the government plans 

to create a national security agency that will coordinate the activities of existing 

law enforcement institutions such as civil defense, the coast guard, 

Program News 

Nicaragua’s Police 

Chief Speaks Out 

 

June 18, the Americas 

Program hosted Aminta 

Granera, director general of 

the Nicaraguan National 

Police, who pointed to her 

country’s comparatively low 

crime rates. Despite 

Nicaragua’s limited fiscal 

resources and small police 

force, it has largely avoided 

the high violent crime rates 

afflicting much of the region, 

particularly the “Northern 

Triangle” countries of 

Honduras, Guatemala, and El 

Salvador. According to 

Granera, there are several 

factors. The first is historic. 

When the Sandinista 

revolution consolidated 

itself in the early 1980s, the 

government involved 

teenage youth and young 

adults in community-

building activities intended 

to strengthen the reach of 

the party. (continued→) 
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environmental police, and firefighters. A new 2,500-member border police will 

address smuggling and human trafficking along the boundary with the 

Dominican Republic. —Metropole (Haiti) 

Central America: Panama 

Panama will officially join the Central America Economic Integration System 

(SIECA) later this month upon finalizing membership details. The Panamanian 

government moved after initially expressing interest in February 2010. Once a 

full member, Panama will adhere to the Association Agreement between 

Central America and Europe to be ratified this month. —La Hora (Panama) 

North America: Mexico 

Leading presidential candidate Enrique Peña Nieto said he would appoint 

General Oscar Naranjo, former chief of Colombia’s national police, as his 

security adviser if elected. General Naranjo is credited with playing a strategic 

role in the professionalization of Colombia’s police forces as well as the 

dismantling of the Cali and Medellín drug cartels. Naranjo said he would not 

hold any operational role nor rank in any Mexican government agency. 

—Diario Las Américas  

South America: Bolivia 

Juan José Sosa, Bolivia’s minister for hydrocarbons and energy, announced that 

Bolivia has become a full member of the Gas Exporting Countries Forum 

(GECF). The GECF’s 12 member countries own 70 percent of the world’s 

natural gas reserve, generate 40 percent of their product, and control 60 percent 

of exportation. One of the principal goals of the forum is to attract investment 

to member countries. —La Razón (Bolivia) 

Colombia 

Colombia and South Korea concluded the final round of negotiations for a 

bilateral free trade agreement expected to be signed later this month. The 

Colombian government hopes to increase exports of such commodities as 

coffee, dairy, and flowers to South Korea. Both governments will promote a 

business conference later this month to highlight private sector opportunities. 

—La República (Colombia) 

Venezuela 

President Hugo Chávez confirmed that Venezuela has manufactured drones 

with training and development assistance from Iran, Russia, and China. Chávez 

claimed drones are in demand throughout Latin America and that Venezuela 

can provide them for a competitive price. —Infobae (Venezuela) 

  

This kept them occupied—

denying time and space for 

gang and criminal activities. At 

the same time, Nicaraguans 

who left during the 1980s, did 

so for political reasons and 

were largely accepted in 

countries like the United 

States. Other groups who 

migrated for economic 

reasons were not, and many 

fell into crime and gang 

membership. Another factor 

is that the Sandinista police 

were organized, in part, to be 

the antithesis of the forces 

that preceded them–in other 

words, more dedicated to 

knowing neighborhoods and 

building communities. Now 

institutionalized as a national 

constabulary, the police still 

retain that communitarian 

focus today. Full video and 

audio from the event can be 

accessed by clicking here. 

 

Upcoming Elections 

July 1: Mexico’s General 

Election 
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