
 

 

In Depth 

Health Challenges in Haiti 

April marked the beginning of two vaccination initiatives in Haiti. One is a 

campaign using a five-in-one formula to eliminate five childhood diseases—

diphtheria, whooping cough, hepatitis B, and type B influenza. The other is an 

anti-cholera pilot aiming to reach 100,000 people in the next few weeks. The 

outcome of the latter project, led by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, the 

Boston-based NGO Partners in Health, and the Haitian health group GESKIO, 

has implications that go beyond Haiti to the developing world as a whole. 

 

Treating cholera symptoms with oral rehydration and stopping its spread 

through improved sanitation has been the global norm; vaccines are never used 

in outbreak conditions. Yet Haiti’s poor hygiene and infrastructure conditions 

have pushed health experts to seek alternates. Thanks to large-scale production 

from the Indian pharmaceutical company Shantha Biotechnics, a vaccine is now 

available at a fraction of its former cost, when it was made as a specialty drug 

mostly for European travelers. 

 

However, such efforts will not completely ward off another outbreak—

especially during Haiti’s summer rainy season. The 100,000 citizens who will 

receive the vaccine are concentrated in two high-risk areas—communities along 

the Artibonite River, the source of the beginning of the outbreak in 2010, and 

slum residents in Port-au-Prince. Outside of these core areas, the disease could 

still spread. Moreover, the vaccine reportedly provides only partial protection 

for vulnerable patients like pregnant women and children. While it appears the 

medicine will offer hope for some Haitians, it seems more comprehensive 

efforts to eliminate cholera are still far off. —Michael Lopesciolo 

 

In the News 

North America: Mexico 

Mexican banking and telecommunications companies—Banamex, Inbursa, and 

Telcel—launched Transfer, Mexico’s first mobile phone payment system.  

Transfer will promote financial inclusion by allowing users to make payments, 

transfers, withdrawals, and inquiries, and buy airtime by phone.                         

—El Universal (Mexico) 

 

Caribbean: Dominican Republic 

Ambev, Brazil’s biggest brewer, paid US$1.4 billion for a 51 percent stake of 

Cerveceria Nacional Dominicana, the largest brewery in the Dominican 

Republic. The deal reportedly includes a 9.3 percent stake owned by rival 

Heineken. Ambev now controls more than 90 percent of the Dominican beer 

market. —O Estado de S. Paulo (Brazil) 

Program News 

Americas Program Cohosts 
Prime Minister of Barbados 

 

On April 23, the Americas 

Program and U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce cohosted His 

Excellency Freundel J. Stuart, 

prime minister of Barbados. In 

wide-ranging remarks, the 

prime minister focused on 

current challenges to 

Barbados and the wider 

Caribbean community. They 

include the ability of Barbados 

to withstand price spikes for 

commodity imports and the 

ability to respond to natural 

disasters. Regarding the 

former, Barbados is advancing 

a “green” agenda that includes 

development of solar power.  

It is also girding itself to 

become a business-friendly 

conference destination. 
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Central America: Costa Rica 

President Laura Chinchilla announced a new project to reduce the nation’s 

budget deficit. The plan includes components such as an electronic system to 

collect sales tax, the selling of state property, and the freezing of government 

salaries and pensions. The measures are expected to boost revenues equivalent 

to about 0.8 percent in GDP. —El Financiero (Costa Rica) 

 

Honduras 

The Honduran National Congress approved an amendment to the Ley Electoral 

y de las Organizaciones Políticas to raise the participation of women in 

primary and general elections through a quota. According to the amendment, 40 

percent of women must participate in the 2013–2014 elections and 50 percent 

in the 2016–2017elections. —El Heraldo (Honduras) 

 

South America: Argentina 

The European Parliament overwhelmingly passed a resolution calling 

Argentina’s expropriation of YPF “unilateral and arbitrary” and urged the 

European Union to consider the partial suspension of Argentina’s tariff 

preferences. The Parliament called for the use of the World Trade Organization 

and G20’s dispute settlement tools. —La Nacion (Argentina)    

 

Brazil 

Rio de Janeiro announced the Plano Estratégico da Cidade 2013–2016, a 

document that outlines Rio’s growth and development goals for the next four 

years. Compared to Rio’s 2009 strategic plan for the period 2009–2012, the 

new plan is more ambitious with goals such as a 5 percent reduction in favelas 

and the modernization of 100 percent of the city’s bus fleet. —O Globo (Brazil) 
 

Colombia 

Ehud Barak, Israel’s defense minister, met with Colombian counterpart Juan 

Carlos Pinzón to discuss issues such as the possible sale of unmanned aerial 

vehicles to Colombia and shared experiences in combating transnational 

organized crime. Both countries focused on elevating defense and security 

cooperation to a strategic level. —El Tiempo (Colombia) 

 

Venezuela 

Unknown gunmen shot and killed Venezuelan Army General Wilmer Antonio 

Moreno on April 19 in the state of Anzoátegui. Moreno, one of Hugo Chavéz’s 

closest allies, served as the deputy director of the Military Intelligence 

Directorate and had participated in the failed coup to overthrow President 

Carlos Andrés Pérez in February 1992. —El Universal (Mexico)  

 

 

minimize double taxation with 

partner countries already 

make Barbados a natural base 

for cross-border services, as 

the island continues to build 

an economy suited to twenty-

first century conditions. 
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