
 

 

 

Past Events 

2/17/2011 
Repurposing Foreign Assistance to Middle-
Income Countries 

Panelists: Heather Conley, director and senior fellow of 
the Europe Program, CSIS; Steven Feldstein, professional 
staff member, Senate Foreign Relations Committee; Carol 
Peasley, president and CEO of the Centre for 
Development and Population Activities (CEDPA); and 
Ivan Vejvoda, senior vice president, German Marshall 
Fund. 
Moderator: Daniel F. Runde, director of the CSIS Project 
on Prosperity and Development (PPD) 
Over the last 40 years, the United States has redefined its 
development and economic cooperation relationships with 
a number of countries by closing and “graduating” various 
countries, including Chile, Portugal, South Korea, and 
Poland. As part of maintaining engagement, the United 
States and its partner countries have created a variety of 
joint institutions and mechanisms that foster cooperation 
in new ways. In many cases, the result has been a more 
effective and deepened relationship.   
A growing number of middle-income countries that were 
once recipients have become donors themselves. As 
USAID administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah said recently of 
China and India, “We need to develop new strategic 
partnerships with these countries that respect their rise and 
leverage their technical expertise to help others.” 
This event examined those new partnerships and how best 
to implement and sustain them.  
All audio and video content for this event, including 
podcasts, can be found here: http://csis.org/node/ 
29203/multimedia. 

3/16/2011 
Connected Capitalism: Opportunities for the 
United States Government and Private Sector in 
Global Development 

Speakers: Neville Isdell, former chairman and CEO of the 
Coca-Cola Company; Stuart Eizenstat, partner and head  
 

 
 
of International Trade and Finance at Covington & 
Burling and former U.S. ambassador to the European 
Union, under secretary of State, and deputy secretary of 
the Treasury. 
Moderator: Daniel F. Runde 
Mr. Isdell coined the term—“connected capitalism”—to 
describe the critical contribution that business can make to 
poverty alleviation. Connected capitalism is a new model 

of how businesses must engage with society across four 
platforms—communities, institutions, social challenges, 
and values. At this event the speakers explored these 
issues in a conversational setting. Mr. Isdell spoke about 
the need to bring long-term social responsibility into the 
corporate bottom line, and Mr. Eizenstat stressed the key 
role governments play in incentivizing such behavior and 
establishing a framework that allows connected capitalism 
to work.  
The event was followed by a private luncheon attended by 
Ambassador Eizenstat, Mr. Isdell, Senator Johnny Isakson 
(R-GA), and others with close ties to the Atlanta, Georgia, 
business community. 
All audio and video content for this event, including 
podcasts with the speakers, are available at http://csis.org/ 
node/29483/multimedia. 

            May 2011 

Daniel F. Runde moderating a panel with Neville Isdell and Stuart 
Eizenstat. 
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3/21/2011 
Smart Talks: The Business behind the Tap: 
Private Sector Participation in Water Supply 

In conjunction with World Water Day, CSIS and the 
International Finance Corporation (IFC) hosted a panel to 
address the role of the private sector in sanitation services 
in developing countries. 
Speakers: Patrick Mullen, Global Water Unit in the 
Infrastructure and Natural Resource Investment 
Department, IFC; Elizabeth Kleemeier, World Bank 
Water Anchor Department; Nicola Saporiti, IFC's 
Advisory Services in the Public-Private Partnership 
Department; Will Davies, IFC (Nairobi) Sanitation and 
Safe Water for All (SSAWA); and Nitin Jain, World 
Bank Water and Sanitation Program.  
Moderator: Daniel F. Runde, director of the CSIS Project 
on Prosperity and Development 

4/25/2011 
The Aga Khan Development Network: An 
Integrated Approach to Development in 
Afghanistan 

Speakers: Shainoor Khoja, managing director, Roshan 
Community, and Dr. Mirza Jahani, CEO, Aga Khan 
Foundation U.S.A. 
Moderator: Daniel F. Runde 
Working in more than 25 countries around the world, the 
Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) strives to 
improve health, education, rural development, and 
institution building and to promote economic development 
in fragile states. AKDN, a nondenominational 
organization, serves people regardless of religion, gender, 
or ethnicity. Most grants are made to grassroots 
organizations with a holistic view of development. 
One Aga Khan-sponsored organization is Roshan. 
Operating in Afghanistan since 2003, when there was 
virtually no telecommunications infrastructure, Roshan is 
now the country’s leading telecommunications provider 
and the market leader with more than 4 million active 
subscribers and a network that covers more than 230 cities 
and towns in all 34 provinces. Furthermore, Roshan is the 
country’s single largest investor and the largest taxpayer, 
contributing approximately 5 percent of the Afghan 
government’s overall domestic revenue.  
Further information on the event, including full access to 
the presentation slides given by the speakers, a full audio 
recording of the event, and a podcast by Shainoor Khoja, 
can be found at http://csis.org/event/aga-khan-
development-network. 

4/28/2011 
Options for Building a New Haiti  

Held in partnership between CSIS and the National 
Endowment for Democracy, this event was an all-day 
conference focusing on Haiti’s future. Daniel F. Runde 
moderated the panel on private investment and the Haitian 

economy. Panelists included Brad Horwitz, president and 
CEO, Trilogy International Partners, owner and operator 
of Voilá in Haiti; Michael Ronan, vice president of 
government and community relations, Royal Caribbean; 
and Agustín Aguerre, country manager, Haiti Response 
Group, Inter-American Development Bank.  
More information on the event, including video and audio 
recordings, is available at http://csis.org/event/options-
building-new-haiti. 

Working Group Sessions 

Future of Development Finance Series 
January–June 2011 

Since January 2011, PPD has hosted a series of working 
group lunches that occur periodically. Topics covered 
include “emerging forces” in development finance (for 
example, small and medium enterprise (SME) finance, 
“impact” investing, and mission-related investing); the 
intersection between soft and hard money (technical 
assistance and investment capital); and how development 
finance can be utilized in conflict-affected regions. The 
overarching goal of this series is to advance U.S. foreign 
policy and development goals and aid U.S. national 
security by increasing the ability of the United States to 

Daniel F. Runde moderating a panel on private investment and the 
Haitian economy with Brad Horwitz, Michael Ronan, and Agustin 
Aguerre. 

http://csis.org/event/aga-khan-development-network
http://csis.org/event/aga-khan-development-network
http://csis.org/event/options-building-new-haiti
http://csis.org/event/options-building-new-haiti
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provide investment capital and support to developing 
world economies.  
The ability of the United States to foster economic growth 
in developing countries is not only critical for its foreign 
policy goals, but also for U.S. national security. In order 
for their economies to grow, developing countries need 
jobs and businesses that will expand over time, and 
therefore, a significant number of these economies are 
entirely dependent on access to investment capital. While 
the U.S. government has a long history of development 
assistance, this assistance has mainly been in the form of 
social services and grants for specific projects or 
activities. With the exception of the microfinance sector, 
fostering access to capital and building the infrastructure 
for launching and sustaining business activity have not 
been development priorities. New approaches for 
financing private economic activity are critically needed, 
particularly in an era of constrained foreign assistance 
resources, and now is the time for the United States to 
improve the tools in its development toolbox. 

Tapping the Potential of Development Finance 
in Conflict and Disaster-Affected States 
March 4, 2011  

This working group convened to examine how the U.S. 
government and others conduct development finance in 
challenging environments, the limitations of the current 
model, how the United States might improve its function, 
and what new development finance tools should be 
created. The discussion explored ways to lay the 
groundwork to advance U.S. foreign policy and 
development goals and aid U.S. national security by 
increasing the ability of the United States to promote local 
private sector and enterprise development and provide 
access to private equity capital, or risk capital, in these 
challenging environments.   
Central to the discussion were these questions: 
• How can development finance be utilized more 

efficiently in conflict-affected states? 
• Can you give an example of where IFC, OPIC, TDA, 

DCA, MCC, or Ex-Im Bank has used development 
finance tools to significantly contribute to economic 
growth (and/or stabilization) in challenging 
environments? Examples of where development 
finance has failed or where it could be done better? 

• How could development finance be deployed more 
effectively in conflict, post-conflict, or post-disaster 
contexts? 

Future of Development Partnerships Series 
May/June 2011 

In a marked change from 15 years ago, partnerships with 
the private sector and foundations are now widely 
perceived to be a permanent part of the international 
development “toolkit.” In part, this recognizes the massive 
shift in resource flows to the developing world. In the 
1960s, U.S. government development assistance 
accounted for nearly 80 percent of financial flows into the 
developing world. Today, this number has declined to 
approximately 15 percent. U.S. government investments 
have fallen relative to those of private companies, 
remittance flows, and the donations of individuals and 
foundations. 
The private sector has therefore become the powerful 
engine of prosperity around the world. Through their 
operations, standard setting, sourcing, hiring practices, and 
corporate philanthropy, multinational companies leave an 
incredibly large and positive footprint in many countries. 
Corporate leaders have increasingly recognized their 
enlarged role in the developing world and have sought to 
leverage their core assets to achieve development ends 
while improving their own competitiveness. 
Convening in May, the purpose of this working group 
series will be to identify and address the major barriers to 
partnerships between the public and private sector in 
development and lay out a strategy for the U.S. 
government to more effectively leverage private resources 
and suggest the way forward in the evolving relationship.   

Critical Questions 

Cooperation between the Private Sector and the 
U.S. Government 

Published on March 16, 2011 
Written by Daniel F. Runde 
• What has the evolution of corporate philanthropy 

looked like and how does Neville Isdell’s idea of 
connected capitalism fit into this? 

Over the past 20 years, multinational companies (MNC) 
have made important changes to their corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) policy. This marks a shift from when, 
in the past, CSR activities were unrelated to the 
company’s core business and largely reactive, attempting 
to stem or prevent criticism rather than promote real 
development. Companies have begun approaching CSR in 
a more strategic way, recognizing that by aligning these 
projects with their business model and goals, they can 
effectively improve a company’s competitive advantage. 
In doing so, MNCs have increasingly leveraged their core 
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assets including their supply chains, sourcing, human 
resources, technology and innovation, access to markets, 
and the global reach of their companies. There has been an 
accompanying shift in the perception of CSR. In the past, 
many critics argued that a company’s sole responsibility 
was to provide value to its shareholders and that CSR ran 
contrary to the interest of the company and, by extension 
the shareholders. However, there has been a growing 
consensus, especially among U.S. companies, that CSR is 
necessary and beneficial—both to the communities that 
benefit and to the companies.  
Although companies have taken on greater responsibility, 
there is a need for even greater commitment and 
engagement. As result of the global financial crisis, the 
rise of non-state actors in the global economy, and shifting 
demographics in the form of urbanization and rising 
inequality, the free market system is in flux. In this 
turbulent environment, populist and protectionist pressures 
are challenging the open market system. The private 
sector has incredible assets to counter these backward 
forces and promote an open, global economy. 
Neville Isdell, former chairman and CEO of the Coca-
Cola Company, has proposed one approach for how 
companies can connect with society and contribute to 
resolving social problems while at the same time ensuring 
sustainable and profitable growth in the twenty-first 
century. Mr. Isdell’s conception of MNC engagement, 
what he calls “connected capitalism,” goes beyond the 
new engaged CSR to a new level of connectedness 
between the private sector, governments, NGOS, and civil 
society across three main platforms—communities, 
institutions, and their core business strategies. 
For more questions and answers, see http://csis.org/ 
publication/evolution-corporate-social-responsibility. 

Closing Aid Programs in Middle-Income 
Countries: A Big Opportunity 

Published on April 26, 2011 
Written by Daniel F. Runde 
• Why is it strategically important for the United 

States to reposition its relationship with middle-
income countries? 

With 80 or so USAID missions and programs in more than 
100 countries, there will be a number of countries where it 
will be increasingly difficult to maintain a traditional 
foreign aid presence, but whose geopolitical importance 
makes completely “exiting” at this time unwise. Closing a 
USAID mission does not always equate to downgrading a 
bilateral relationship when a variety of instruments and 
approaches have been applied successfully for the United 
States to stay engaged with a smaller footprint. On the 

contrary, doing so in select middle-income countries 
provides the United States with the opportunity to save 
money and reorient its relationship from one of “aid 
donor” to one based on partnership.  
Over the last 40 years, the United States has repositioned 
its development and economic-cooperation relationships 
with a number of countries by closing missions and 
“graduating” various countries, including Chile, Portugal, 
South Korea, and Poland. As part of maintaining 
engagement, the United States and its partner countries 
have created a variety of joint institutions and mechanisms 
to foster cooperation in new ways. In many cases, the 
result has been a more effective and deepened 
relationship. For example, the endowed Luso-American 
Foundation (FLAD) was set up after USAID graduated 
Portugal in the early 1980s. Since then, FLAD has been a 
major force in European philanthropy (e.g., founding 
member of the European Foundations Centre), funding 
exchanges in science and culture between the United 
States and Portugal, and investing in programs supporting 
Lusophone Africa with U.S. and Portuguese partners. It is 
important to note that setting up these exit arrangements 
comes with some risk, as detailed by a recent Wikileaks 
report about a struggle over the control of FLAD between 
the United States and FLAD’s former president.  
The United States has made a series of investments in 
countries, some of which go back decades. If USAID 
country missions are closed without establishing a plan to 
transition bilateral relationships, then the United States 
risks throwing away a number of years and often hundreds 
of millions of invested effort. At the same time, the 
current political and fiscal environment could provide 
tremendous opportunity to maintain influence in countries 
and achieve foreign policy and development goals while 
shrinking the U.S. footprint in some countries. There are 
ways to stay engaged while using new approaches. 
To continue reading the rest of the critical questions, 
please visit http://csis.org/publication/closing-aid-
programs-middle-income-countries-big-opportunity. 

On the Horizon 

5/17/2011 
ICT and Poverty Alleviation: The Grameenphone 
Story 

This event will explore the role of Grameenphone in 
Bangladesh and the telecommunications industry in 
general as agents of economic growth and development.   

http://csis.org/publication/evolution-corporate-social-responsibility
http://csis.org/publication/evolution-corporate-social-responsibility
http://csis.org/publication/closing-aid-programs-middle-income-countries-big-opportunity
http://csis.org/publication/closing-aid-programs-middle-income-countries-big-opportunity
http://csis.org/publication/closing-aid-programs-middle-income-countries-big-opportunity
http://csis.org/publication/closing-aid-programs-middle-income-countries-big-opportunity
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5/19/2011 
Looking Forward: Prospects for Investment from 
the Haitian Diaspora 

This event will call on Haitian private sector leaders to 
speak about their views on Haiti’s potential for attracting 
investment and what role the diaspora can play in bringing 
about those changes post-election and post-disaster. 

6/2/2011 
OPIC’s Big Opportunity in the Future of 
Development 

This timely event will address the question of whether the 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) should 
continue operating as an independent agency or become 
part of the Department of Commerce. Central to this 
question is exploring the effectiveness of OPIC as a 
development finance tool. 
 
The Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS) is a private, tax-exempt institution focusing on 
international public policy issues. Its research is 
nonpartisan and nonproprietary. CSIS does not take 
specific policy positions. Accordingly, all views, 
positions, and conclusions expressed in this publication 
should be understood to be solely those of the 
author(s). 
© 2011 by the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. All rights reserved. 
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