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Executive Summary

Unlessmajor changes take place in US and Iraq policy, US combat forces will withdraw from Iraq at the er
of this year. The Irag War will not come to an end with this withdrawal, any more than it did when the US
withdraw from Iraqi cities and formally end combat operations early in the summer of 2010. Extremist
attacks will probably continue for at least several years, and there are still serious risks of new outbreaks
sectarian and ethnic conflict.

The broad patterns in the US pat of the Iraq War are, however, now documented in a wide range of tables
graphs that show the history of this violence over the period from 2003 to the end of 2010. In addition,
enough data are emerging to show that major changes are occurring in the patterns of violence that affect
future ability of the Iragi government to bring security, stability, and development to the Iraq. dduople
briefing usesa wide range of such indicators to the patterns of violence during 2003 to end 2010, and shoy
some of the key changes occurring in these patterns.

The briefing is divided into eight main sections:

Section One is entitlediOverall Trends in Violence:20032009 6 It shows the hist
major attacks by cause through the end of 2010. It compares the levels of violence in Iraq and Afghanistal
the declining patterns of violence by province over time, and patterns in casualties by cause and category
documents both escalation into a major war, and a form of near victory by US, Coalition, and Iragi forces.

It is important to note, however, that such data suffer from serious limitations. Decisions were taken early
the war to note break out patterns of violence by suspected attacker and group (including government
security forces), and by ethnic and sectarian group and target.) Moreover, unclassified chronological analy
was patchy to neexistent. In many cases, it showed that a key ethnic or sectarian attack have a major

impact on the course of the war. These decisionshaa@yreduced the impact such data had on sectarian and ethnic
tensions, but they also disguise the underlying causes and patterns in the conflict.
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Moreover, thefi as nowi official data were not developed on the overall patterns in wounded addueiv
violence (which also had a critical impact on the war), or on perceptions of the causes and levels of violen
Polling by ABC and other groups indicates that perceptions of violence were both a driving factor in the we
and differed sharply from the patterns in major incident counts. For example, polling showed that during
large periods in the war most Iragis saw the US and Coalition as posing an equal threat relative to insurge
and extremists.

Section Two is entitlediEmerging Patterns in Violence: 2010 6 |t shows that Avi c
as extremists and insurgents can keep up a consistent pattern of low level attacks. According to the GOI,
more than 3,600 civilians and ISF personnel were killed in violent incidents during 2010.35 For the third
consecutive month, however, December set a 2010 record for the fewest number of persons killed in attac
down 151 from the previous monthdés 2010 record
documented security incidents in the war from 2004 to end 2010 were bombs and IEDs. At the same time
shows a shift in the pattern of violence to targeting Iraqi officials and security personnel.

It is again important to note, however, these data still focus on major incidents. A look on media reports of
the chronology of violence show a clear pattern of high profile attacks on civilians designed to discredit the
Iragi government and provoke ethnic and sectarian tensions. It is also critical to understand that these dat
not include crime, kidnapping, extortion, perceived bias and failures by the Iragi security services, and
perceptions of the overall effectiveness and fairness of the police and courts. These are all critical indicat:
now that major fighting has halted. They measure the broad level of stability and security in Iraq, and the r
Iraqgi and international investors and businesses run in theJ$girces era.

Section Three is entitlediMapping Key Patterns in Violence by Area.
20032010 0 It corrects some of the problems citied
and focusing on several key areas. Violence in the areas north and west of Baghdad Provinaeviaikgsely
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and affected Sunnis, with some directed against Kurds and Christians. Patterns south of Baghdad largely
affected Shidéites. Baghdad Pr ovi nc e-ledvghase df thesfighting,i n
and was | argely Sunni vs. Shiodoite. The patterns
important to note Syria was the main source of support to Sunni insurgents, and Iran was a major source of
support to Shiodoite extremists.

The more recent maps in this section show a steady concentration of violence in the north in Diyala and Nine
provinces, ongoing violence in Baghdad, and mixed violence in the soutlch of it consisting of bombings
and suicide attacks designed to create sectarian

The final maps in this section highlight the bombings and attacks on civilians mentioned above, new patterns
violence along the ethnfaultline in Kirkuk, violence against the Sunni Sons of Iraq, and violence in Basrah
Provincel a critical area in terms of petroleum development and investment. They highlight the new patterns
violence that are coming to dominate Iraqg, and the need for new metrics that spotlight key problems and thre
by target and local area.

Nationwide trends, and reports that aggregate all types of violence without regard to area, goal, and type of
target have become increasingly meaningless or misleading, and maps and graphs need to be supported by
detailed chronologies of the patterns in violence

Section Four is entitlediiSpotlighton Baghdad 6 These data highlight the
center of the fighting. Baghdad remains a key center of bombings, suicide attacks, and crime.

Section Five is entitledilraqi Attitudes Towards Violence. 06 These maps highl i ght
provided in official reporting on Iraqi perceptions towards the end of the war. To be blunt, sucladi@dteir
equivalent in Afghanistain are extremely suspect. The more detailed data publish in various US odfsarts
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seemed to be designed to prove positive results, and the results rarely tracked with the far more
comprehensive polling done by broadcast media and NGOs. They lack explanation as to method, and we
often briefed as being fAstatistically valido ba
had some mathematical justificatibfout only if divorced from the problems in real world sampling. In
general, the unofficial polling conducted by ABC/BBC/and ARD seems far more credible and useful.

Section Six is entitledDifferent Estimates of Casualty Trends:
20032010 0 These data show a range of Iraqi, NGO,
insights into the cumulative level of ethnic and sectarian violence.

As noted earlier, these data only count kiliedot injured and woundedwith the exception of the data on

US forces. As a rough estimate, injured and wounded would have totalgchés the number killed. The

data differ significantly according to source and definitiarsually with no clear explanation of all the

reasons for the differences. They also do not include those who died or injured in ways that never became
part of the official record including significant numbers of disappearances.

What all sources do have in common, however, is that casualties have dropped sharply and continued to
during201Gi n spite of the ongoing attacks of Sunni
civilian casualties, ethnic and sectarian casualties, and Iragi and US military casualties.

Section Seven is entitledMore is Involved than Casualties: Displaced Persons0 These dat a
another key impact of the war. They do, however, present the problem that such counts are very difficult tc
make, and internally displaced persons often do not count Iragis making local moves into move secure
sectarian and ethnic neighborhoods in the same town or city, and those who lost a business or access to |
because of the inability to operate in a high risk or hostile sectarian and ethnic area.
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Section Eight is entitledilEDs and Weapons Caches: 200301Q kb measures the trends in the most

critical source of violence in war as it affected US, Coalition, and Iraqi forces. The downward trend in such
attacks has reached the point, however, where it has lost much of its impact on the overall pattern of the
fighting. New reporting is needed on bombings and suicide attacks on civilians and should included both
killed and wounded, and ethnic and sectarian breakouts.

Taken together, these data amount to a tactical victory during thed ffhase of the war, but do not yet

define anything approaching a strategic victory on the war. Such a victory will have to be won by Iragis, bc
in terms of security and stability, and by transition to a civil rule of law and ongoing economic developmen
This phase of the war has been delayed by both a major budget crisis in 2009 and most of 2010, and the
crisis over forming a new Iragi government.

Succeswill also depend heavily on US ability and willingness to create a strong military, police, and civil
aid program after US military withdrawal at the end of 2011. These programs have been proposed by the
Obama Administration, but have not yet been accepted by the new Iraqgi government or accepted and func
by the US Congress.

Section Nine is -enaqgt Pewe flfihigeights theafzchdtretthe UBd invasion
destroyed I ragdéds conventional forces and capabi
major vacuum in the balance of power in the Gulf, and one that cannot be corrected before 2020 under
anything like current plans and spending levels.
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Section One

Overall Trends In Violence:
2003 -2009
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Enemy -Initiated Attacks in Irag and
Afghanistan: May 2003 to August 2009
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Source: GAQ analysis of DOD data.

GAO:Afghanistai® Security Environment, November 5, 2009, &AQ 78R, p.3.
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Trends in Terrorism in lraq: 2005

-2009
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Source: National Counterterrorism Cent@nnex of Statistical Informatigi€ountry Reports on Terrorism 2009,
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Trends in Terrorism in Afghanistan: 2005

-2009
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Source: National Counterterrorism CentAnnex of Statistical Informatio€ountry Reports on Terrorism 2009

Offices of the Coordinator for Counterterrorism, Department of State 2009
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Terrorism in Iraq vs. Afghanistan: 20052009
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Source: National Counterterrorism Cen#&nnex of Statistical Informatioi€ountry Reports on Terrorism 2009
Offices of the Coordinator for Counterterrorism, Department of State 2009
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lragi Security Patterns: 2004 -2009

Annual Security Incidents per 10,000 People, by Province
2006

2004 2005
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SIGIR, Quarterly Report, January 30, 2010, p. 42
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Major Security Incidents: Feb 2004 I Feb 2010

Overall Weekly Security Incident Trends
February 7, 2004 — February 26, 2010
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primary data source. Current charts now show a combination of UL 5. and host nation reported data. The combination of these reports causes
baseline numbers to increase, making it difficult fo directly compare these charts with those presented prior to Jure 2009,

DoD Quarterly Report, April 2010, p. 28
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Iraqg: Patterns of Violence From the Rise of the
Insurgency to the Withdrawal of US Combat
Forces
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Section Two

Emerging Patterns in
Violence: 2010
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High Profile Attacks (Explosions)
May 2006 — February 2010
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Source: USF-I J5 Assessments. SIGACTS Il Database (U5, and lragi Reports) as of February 28, 2010. Does not include found and cleared.
As a result of the June 30, 2009 withdrawal from cities, USF-! now relies on host nation reporting as the primary data source. Current charts

now show a combination of US. and host nation reported data. The combination of these reports causes baseline numbers to increase, making
it difficult to directly compare these charts with those presented prior to June 2009,

DoD Quarterly Report, April 2010, p.31
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lragi Security Incidents by Type
Jan 2004 1 Mar 2010
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Security Incidents, by Type
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SIGIR, Quarterly Report, April 30, 2010, p. 49
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SECURITY INCIDENTS AND FATALITIES IN IRAQ, 1/2004-12/2010
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According to the GOI, more than 3,600 civilians and ISF personnel were killed in violent
incidents during 2010.For the third consecutive month, however, December set a 2010 record
for the fewest number of persons killed 1in
record low of 171.

SIGIR, Quarterly Report, January 30, 2011, p. .66
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SIGIR has relied on U.S. military authorities (in U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM), USF-I, and the predecessor Multi-National Force entities) for the security

incident data presented in SIGlIR&6s Quarterly Reports. | ntdfaatantthetime, CENMCOM because S
provided SIGIR with a complete set covering security incidents from January 2004 through December 2008. This data set came from Multi-National Corps-Iraq

(MNC-I), and it was consistent with previous data provided by MNC-I on security incidents through the first half of 2009.

In preparation for its April 2010 Quarterly Report, SIGIR received an- other set of data from USF-I that covered the period from April 1, 2009, through March 26,

2010. On the surface, this more recent data set seemed inconsistent with the older set because it showed markedly more incidents in the Aprili June 2009

peri od. SI GI R questioned the accuracy of the data and whkneinFigure #alltothat it was al |l ¢t
Figure 4.7

the April 2010 SIGIR Quarterly Report reflects the discontinuity of the data and makes clear that the data came from two different sources. Supplemented with

updates from USF-I, SIGIR displayed the same historical data in its July and October 2010 Quarterly Reports.

On November 30, 2010, USF-I cont acted SI GIR and challenged the accur acy berf2010 Quartedydepart. i ty i nci d:
After reviewing the underlying data, USF-I acknowl edged that S| Gl R6s gr apHbadpravided ofSIGIR® Yput tidt therdata e d t he dat
was incorrect. USF-l informed SIGIR thatithadiun k nowir ogli yed an incorrect data file in September 2010 whe!
AccordingtoUSF-I , t he faulty dat a r-afalyss)atrasgdmulfiplezategdriesche dhajarity af whicl didenot meet the refined post-analysis

criteria required of recordable security incidents. 0300

SIGIR received revised data fromUSF-1 on January 4, 2011. Figure 4.7 compares the old fAincorrecto d
ficorrect ol dhas . adiSBffrowl edged that, Awhil e the graph depi clyrecordeti monttlyasecaritys ubmi tt ed, it
data. 0301 The new data set shows more security i-2006todnel-200% Accondmato PSF-g that difiereicey r epor t e d

is explained by inclusion of information provided by the host nation that has been reported in the Department of Defense (DoD) Combined Information Data
Network Exchange (CIDNE) since August 2006. The new data also deviates significantly from the old data set starting in April 2009. From April 2009 through
August 2010, the revised data shows a 50% reduction in total security incidents relative to the data previously provided by USF-I. If the new data is accurate,
then all the security incident data that SIGIR received from USF-1in 20108 not just the data received in Septemberd had inaccuracies.

All security incident figures in this January 2011 Quarterly Report use the new, corrected data that USF-I provided on January 4, 2011.

SIGIR, Quarterly Report, January 30, 2011, p. .76. 19



CSIS

300
240
180
120

60

CENTER FOR STRATEGIC &
INTERMNATIONAL STUDIES

Average Security Incidents per Day by
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In 2010, as the number of U.S. troops fell by half from 2009 levels, the number of

security incidents fell by more than 20%.296 As of December 31, 2010, the overall

level of violence in Iraq was about 90% lower than the peak seen in 2007. Last year,

the average number of daily security incidents nationwide was less than 25 d making
2010 the least violent year since U.S. operations began in 2003

SIGIR, Quarterly Report, January 30, 2011, p. .65
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Iraq: Patterns of Violence From the Peak of the
Insurgency to the Withdrawal of US Combat Forces
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lraq: Patterns of Violence From the End of
Surge to Withdrawal of US Combat Forces
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Security Update

In his clearest statement yet of the future of American forces in Irag, Prime Minister Nddailli&i said that the Status obFces
'IANBSYSYld IyR GKS gAGKRNYI gl f RSIFIREAYS 2F Hnamm | NB b¥tan & dz
extension of the deadline would require a completely new agreement, which is unlikely to take place

Attacksin Irag continue to occur on a daily basis.

According tdJSofficials, the number of foreign fighters in Iraq is increasing. One unofficial estimate sets the number of foreign fighte
entering Iraq in October at 250. ThkSclaims the monthly number of foreign fighters entering Iraq is as low at 10. Iraqi officials warn «
increased funding to Al Qaeda in Iraq as tHgprepares to withdraw.

Casualties in Irag are dropping. According to Iraq Body Count, in November, 245 civilian deaths so far have been rempnaed. Th
298 in October. According to iCasualties, 2 Coalition deaths occurred in October and November each, down from 9 aedtivelyesp
last year. The Iragi government reports 171 deaths from violence in November, the lowest monthly toll since November 2009.

Approximately 100,000 civilians have died from violence since the 2003 invasion.

Christian Iragis have suffered a recent spateiofence, and now many are heading north or abroEte most violence recent attack

was in October, when five suicide bombers seized a church. The terrorist attack and police counterattackdtfhated 53 deadnd
75wounded Four of the attackers were Libyan or Syrian and had entered Iraq with fake ID cards identifying themselves as mutes s
they would not have to reveal their accents to checkpoint guards. The number of Christians in Iraq has declined fronated dsfim
million in 2003 to an estimated 600,000 today

The Sons of Iraq were promised new jobs, 20% in security and 80% in other ministries or the private sector. Hiring tihedZksistry
of Interior and Defense have turned these into empty promises and now erratic pay have led to many deserting their posts

Sources: Iraq Body Count, accessed December 12, 20b0/www.iragbodycount.ord ; iCasualtiesaccessed December 12, 201@ip://www.icasualties.org/lrag/index.aspx

"Irag monthly toll lowest in a year," AFP, December 1, 2010,

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqgM5iE9MczJ j4b_dj1hIFIWAufdyA5Q?docld=CNG.971a06delb0beeb30a344fe5490a3f6d.27

firaqi Christians Remember Church Siege Victims, 40 DayoLaeChristian Post, December h@p://www.christianpost.com/article/20101210/iragechristiansrememberchurch
siegevictims40dayslater/;

fAttacks in Iraq kill 4, including 2 policem&hhe Washington Post, December h@p://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2010/12/10/AR2010121001252.html|
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Post -election targets of violence

Political leaders , foreign embassies, and consulates. Notably, Judge
Mohammed Abdel Ghaffur

Sunni Awakeninghnembers
Apartments & local Shiite mosques
Shiite pilgrims targeted in attacks in key areas like Karbala

Attacks on high visibility targets: Central Bank of IragfrAbyia News
Station
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Irag: Average Weekly Violence Against
Civilians: 2006 - June 2010
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