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Executive Summary  
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 Unless major changes take place in US and Iraq policy, US combat forces will withdraw from Iraq at the end 

of this year. The Iraq War will not come to an end with this withdrawal, any more than it did when the US 

withdraw from Iraqi cities and formally end combat operations early in the summer of 2010. Extremist 

attacks will probably continue for at least several years, and there are still serious risks of new outbreaks of 

sectarian and ethnic conflict. 

  

The broad patterns in the US pat of the Iraq War are, however, now documented in a wide range of tables and 

graphs that show the history of this violence over the period from 2003 to the end of 2010. In addition, 

enough data are emerging to show that major changes are occurring in the patterns of violence that affect the 

future ability of the Iraqi government to  bring security, stability, and development to the Iraq people. This 

briefing uses a wide range of such indicators to  the patterns of violence during 2003 to end 2010, and show 

some of the key changes occurring in these patterns.  

  

The briefing is divided into eight main sections: 

  

Section One is entitled ñOverall Trends in Violence: 2003-2009:ò It shows the historical trend data in 

major attacks by cause through the end of 2010. It compares the levels of violence in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

the declining patterns of violence by province over time, and patterns in casualties by cause and category.  It 

documents both escalation into a major war, and a form of near victory by US, Coalition, and Iraqi forces. 

  

It is important to note, however, that such data suffer from serious limitations. Decisions were taken early in 

the war to note break out patterns of violence by suspected attacker and group (including government 

security forces), and by ethnic and sectarian group and target.) Moreover, unclassified chronological analysis 

was patchy to non-existent. In many cases, it showed that a key ethnic or sectarian attack have a major 

impact on the course of the war. These decisions may have reduced the impact such data had on sectarian and ethnic 

tensions, but they also disguise the underlying causes and patterns in the conflict.   
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Moreover, then ï as now ï official data were not developed on the overall patterns in wounded and low-level 

violence (which also had a critical impact on the war), or on perceptions of the causes and levels of violence. 

Polling by ABC and other groups indicates that perceptions of violence were both a driving factor in the war, 

and differed sharply from the patterns in major incident counts. For example, polling showed that during 

large periods in the war most Iraqis saw the US and Coalition as posing an equal threat relative to insurgents 

and extremists. 

  

Section Two is entitled ñEmerging Patterns in Violence: 2010.ò It shows that ñvictoryò is relative as long 

as extremists and insurgents can keep up a consistent pattern of low level attacks. According to the GOI, 

more than 3,600 civilians and ISF personnel were killed in violent incidents during 2010.35 For the third 

consecutive month, however, December set a 2010 record for the fewest number of persons killed in attacks, 

down 151 from the previous monthôs 2010 record low of 171. It also shows that more than 70% of the 

documented security incidents in the war from 2004 to end 2010 were bombs and IEDs. At the same time, it 

shows a shift in the pattern of violence to targeting Iraqi officials and security personnel.  

  

It is again important to note, however, these data still focus on major incidents. A look on media reports of 

the chronology of violence show a clear pattern of high profile attacks on civilians designed to discredit the 

Iraqi government and provoke ethnic and sectarian tensions. It is also critical to understand that these data do 

not include crime, kidnapping, extortion, perceived bias and failures by the Iraqi security services, and 

perceptions of the overall effectiveness and fairness of the police and courts.  These are all critical indicators 

now that major fighting has halted. They measure the broad level of stability and security in Iraq, and the risk 

Iraqi and international investors and businesses run in the post-US forces era.   

  

Section Three is entitled ñMapping Key Patterns in Violence by Area.  

2003-2010.ò It corrects some of the problems citied earlier by showing the geographic patterns in violence, 

and focusing on several key areas. Violence in the areas north and west of Baghdad Province largely involved 
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and affected Sunnis, with some directed against Kurds and Christians.  Patterns south of Baghdad largely 

affected Shiôites. Baghdad Province was the main scene of violence throughout the US-led phase of the fighting, 

and was largely Sunni vs. Shiôite. The patterns of AQIP Sunni and Sadrist Shiôite violence are also clear. It is 

important to note Syria was the main source of support to Sunni insurgents, and Iran was a major source of 

support to Shiôite extremists. 

  

The more recent maps in this section show a steady concentration of violence in the north in Diyala and Ninewa 

provinces, ongoing violence in Baghdad, and mixed violence in the south ï much of it consisting of bombings 

and suicide attacks designed to create sectarian tension between Sunni and Shiôite.  

  

The final maps in this section highlight the bombings and attacks on civilians mentioned above, new patterns in 

violence along the ethnic faultline in Kirkuk, violence against the Sunni Sons of Iraq, and violence in Basrah 

Province ï a critical area in terms of petroleum development and investment.  They highlight the new patterns of 

violence that are coming to dominate Iraq, and the need for new metrics that spotlight key problems and threats 

by target and local area.  

  

Nationwide trends, and reports that aggregate all types of violence without regard to area, goal, and type of 

target have become increasingly meaningless or misleading, and maps and graphs need to be supported by 

detailed chronologies of the patterns in violence. 

  

Section Four is entitled ñSpotlight on Baghdad.ò These data highlight the critical importance of Baghdad as a 

center of the fighting. Baghdad remains a key center of bombings, suicide attacks, and crime. 

  

Section Five is entitled ñIraqi Attitudes Towards Violence.ò These maps highlight the limited range of data 

provided in official reporting on Iraqi perceptions towards the end of the war. To be blunt, such data ï and their 

equivalent in Afghanistan ï are extremely suspect. The more detailed data publish in various US reports often 
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seemed to be designed to prove positive results, and the results rarely tracked with the far more 

comprehensive polling done by broadcast media and NGOs.  They lack explanation as to method, and were 

often briefed as being ñstatistically validò based on sampling methods that may have given this description 

had some mathematical justification ï but only if divorced from the problems in real world sampling. In 

general, the unofficial polling conducted by ABC/BBC/and ARD seems far more credible and useful. 

  

Section Six is entitled ñDifferent Estimates of Casualty Trends:  

2003-2010.ò These data show a range of Iraqi, NGO, and US estimates of casualties, and do provide some 

insights into the cumulative level of ethnic and sectarian violence. 

  

As noted earlier, these data only count killed ï not injured and wounded ï with the exception of the data on 

US forces. As a rough estimate, injured and wounded would have totaled 5-7 times the number killed. The 

data differ significantly according to source and definition ï usually with no clear explanation of all the 

reasons for the differences. They also do not include those who died or injured in ways that never became 

part of the official record ï including significant numbers of disappearances. 

  

What all sources do have in common, however, is that casualties have dropped sharply and continued to drop 

during 2010 ï in spite of the ongoing attacks of Sunni and Shiôite factions. This trend has applied to total 

civilian casualties, ethnic and sectarian casualties, and Iraqi and US military casualties. 

  

Section Seven is entitled ñMore is Involved than Casualties: Displaced Persons.ò These data show 

another key impact of the war. They do, however, present the problem that such counts are very difficult to 

make, and internally displaced persons often do not count Iraqis making local moves into move secure 

sectarian and ethnic neighborhoods in the same town or city, and those who lost a business or access to jobs 

because of  the inability to operate in a high risk or hostile sectarian and ethnic area. 

  

 

. 
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Section Eight is entitled ñIEDs and Weapons Caches: 2003-2010.ò It measures the trends in the most 

critical source of violence in war as it affected US, Coalition, and Iraqi forces. The downward trend in such 

attacks has reached the point, however, where it has lost much of its impact on the overall pattern of the 

fighting. New reporting is needed on bombings and suicide attacks on civilians and should included both 

killed and wounded, and ethnic and sectarian breakouts. 

  

Taken together, these data amount to a tactical victory during the US-led phase of the war, but do not yet 

define anything approaching a strategic victory on the war. Such a victory will have to be won by Iraqis, both 

in terms of security and stability, and by transition to a civil rule of law and ongoing economic development.  

This phase of the war has been delayed by both a major budget crisis in 2009 and most of 2010, and the long 

crisis over forming a new Iraqi government.  

  

Success will also depend heavily on US ability and willingness to create a strong military, police, and civil 

aid program after US military withdrawal at the end of 2011. These programs have been proposed by the 

Obama Administration, but have not yet been accepted by the new Iraqi government or accepted and funded 

by the US Congress.  

 

Section Nine is entitled ñThe Iranian-Iraq Power Vacuum:ò It highlights the fact that the US-led invasion 

destroyed Iraqôs conventional forces and capability to defend Iraq against foreign threats. It shows this left a 

major vacuum in the balance of power in the Gulf, and one that cannot be corrected before 2020 under 

anything like current plans and spending levels.  

 

 

. 

  

 

  

 



Section One  
 

Overall Trends in Violence:  
2003 -2009  
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Enemy -Initiated Attacks in Iraq and  
Afghanistan: May 2003 to August 2009  

 

GAO: ñAfghanistanôs Security Environment, November 5, 2009, GAO-10-178R, p.3. 
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Source: National Counterterrorism Center: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2009,  
Offices of the Coordinator for Counterterrorism, Department of State 2009 

 

Trends in Terrorism in Iraq: 2005 -2009  
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Source: National Counterterrorism Center: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2009,  
Offices of the Coordinator for Counterterrorism, Department of State 2009 

 

Trends in Terrorism in Afghanistan: 2005 -2009  
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Source: National Counterterrorism Center: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2009,  

Offices of the Coordinator for Counterterrorism, Department of State 2009 

 

Terrorism in Iraq vs. Afghanistan: 2005-2009 
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Iraqi Security Patterns: 2004 -2009  

SIGIR, Quarterly Report, January 30, 2010, p. 42 

2004            2005                     2006                               2007         2008                   2009 



Major Security Incidents: Feb 2004 ï Feb 2010  

DoD Quarterly Report,  April 2010, p. 28 



Iraq: Patterns of Violence From the Rise of the 
Insurgency to the Withdrawal of US Combat 

Forces  

Source: ODNI, 31-8-2010 



Section Two  
 

Emerging Patterns in 
Violence: 2010  



Iraqi High Profile Attacks: 2006 - 2010  

DoD Quarterly Report,  April 2010, p.31 



Iraqi Security Incidents by Type  
Jan 2004 ï Mar 2010  

SIGIR, Quarterly Report, April 30, 2010, p. 49 
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Security Incidents vs. Casualties: 2004 -2010  

SIGIR, Quarterly Report, January 30, 2011, p. .66 

According to the GOI, more than 3,600 civilians and ISF personnel were killed in violent 

incidents during 2010. For the third consecutive month, however, December set a 2010 record 

for the fewest number of persons killed in attacks, down 151 from the previous monthôs 2010 

record low of 171. 
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New and Old Comparisons of Security 
Incidents per Month: 1/2004 -12/2010  

SIGIR, Quarterly Report, January 30, 2011, p. .76. 

SIGIR has relied on U.S. military authorities (in U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM), USF-I, and the predecessor Multi-National Force entities) for the security 

incident data presented in SIGIRôs Quarterly Reports. In February 2010, because SIGIR did not have a historically complete set of data at the time, CENTCOM 

provided SIGIR with a complete set covering security incidents from January 2004 through December 2008. This data set came from Multi-National Corps-Iraq 

(MNC-I), and it was consistent with previous data provided by MNC-I on security incidents through the first half of 2009. 

In preparation for its April 2010 Quarterly Report, SIGIR received an- other set of data from USF-I that covered the period from April 1, 2009, through March 26, 

2010. On the surface, this more recent data set seemed inconsistent with the older set because it showed markedly more incidents in the Aprilï June 2009 

period. SIGIR questioned the accuracy of the data and was told that it was all that could be provided. The ñmonthly incidentò line in Figure 2.11 of 

Figure 4.7 

the April 2010 SIGIR Quarterly Report reflects the discontinuity of the data and makes clear that the data came from two different sources. Supplemented with 

updates from USF-I, SIGIR displayed the same historical data in its July and October 2010 Quarterly Reports. 

On November 30, 2010, USF-I contacted SIGIR and challenged the accuracy of the security incidents data displayed in SIGIRôs October 2010 Quarterly Report. 

After reviewing the underlying data, USF-I acknowledged that SIGIRôs graphs faithfully mirrored the data that USF-I had provided to SIGIRð but that the data 

was incorrect. USF-I informed SIGIR that it had ñunknowingly provided an incorrect data file in September 2010 when responding to the quarterly data call.ò299 

According to USF-I, the faulty data reflected ñraw incidents (pre-analysis) across multiple categories, the majority of which did not meet the refined post-analysis 

criteria required of recordable security incidents.ò300 

SIGIR received revised data from USF- I on January 4, 2011. Figure 4.7 compares the old ñincorrectò data with the new 

ñcorrectò data. USF-I has acknowledged that, ñwhile the graph depicts the data submitted, it is not representative of the formally recorded monthly security 

data.ò301 The new data set shows more security incidents than previously reported for the period from mid-2006 to mid-2007. According to USF-I, that difference 

is explained by inclusion of information provided by the host nation that has been reported in the Department of Defense (DoD) Combined Information Data 

Network Exchange (CIDNE) since August 2006. The new data also deviates significantly from the old data set starting in April 2009. From April 2009 through 

August 2010, the revised data shows a 50% reduction in total security incidents relative to the data previously provided by USF-I. If the new data is accurate, 

then all the security incident data that SIGIR received from USF-I in 2010ðnot just the data received in Septemberðhad inaccuracies. 

All security incident figures in this January 2011 Quarterly Report use the new, corrected data that USF-I provided on January 4, 2011. 
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Average Security Incidents per Day by 
Quarter: 1/2004 -12/2010  

SIGIR, Quarterly Report, January 30, 2011, p. .65 

In 2010, as the number of U.S. troops fell by half from 2009 levels, the number of 

security incidents fell by more than 20%.296 As of December 31, 2010, the overall 

level of violence in Iraq was about 90% lower than the peak seen in 2007. Last year, 

the average number of daily security incidents nationwide was less than 25 ðmaking 

2010 the least violent year since U.S. operations began in 2003  



Iraq: Patterns of Violence From the Peak of the 
Insurgency to the Withdrawal of US Combat Forces  

Source: ODNI, 31-8-2010 



Iraq: Patterns of Violence From the End of 
Surge to Withdrawal of US Combat Forces  

Source: ODNI, 31-8-2010 
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In his clearest statement yet of the future of American forces in Iraq, Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki said that the Status of Forces 
!ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ нлмм ŀǊŜ Ϧƴƻǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ ƴƻǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘat an 
extension of the deadline would require a completely new agreement, which is unlikely to take place 
 
Attacks in Iraq continue to occur on a daily basis. 
 
According to US officials, the number of foreign fighters in Iraq is increasing. One unofficial estimate sets the number of foreign fighters 
entering Iraq in October at 250. The US claims the monthly number of foreign fighters entering Iraq is as low at 10. Iraqi officials warn of 
increased funding to Al Qaeda in Iraq as the US prepares to withdraw. 
 
Casualties in Iraq are dropping. According to Iraq Body Count, in November, 245 civilian deaths so far have been recorded. They were 
298 in October.  According to iCasualties, 2 Coalition deaths occurred in October and November each, down from 9 and 11, respectively 
last year. The Iraqi government reports 171 deaths from violence in November, the lowest monthly toll since November 2009. 
 
Approximately 100,000 civilians have died from violence since the 2003 invasion. 
 
Christian Iraqis have suffered a recent spate of violence, and now many are heading north or abroad. The most violence recent attack 
was in October, when five suicide bombers seized a church. The terrorist attack and police counterattack left an estimated 53 dead and 
75 wounded. Four of the attackers were Libyan or Syrian and had entered Iraq with fake ID cards identifying themselves as mutes so 
they would not have to reveal their accents to checkpoint guards. The number of Christians in Iraq has declined from an estimated 1.2 
million in 2003 to an estimated 600,000 today. 
 
The Sons of Iraq were promised new jobs, 20% in security and 80% in other ministries or the private sector. Hiring freezes in the Ministry 
of Interior and Defense have turned these into empty promises and now erratic pay have led to many deserting their posts 
 
 Sources: Iraq Body Count, accessed December 12, 2010 , http://www.iraqbodycount.org/ ; iCasualties, accessed December 12, 2010 ,  http://www.icasualties.org/Iraq/index.aspx;  

"Iraq monthly toll lowest in a year," AFP, December 1, 2010, 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iE9MczJ_j4b_dj1hIF1WAufdyA5Q?docId=CNG.971a06de1b0beeb30a344fe5499a3f6d.271; 
ñIraqi Christians Remember Church Siege Victims, 40 Days Later,ò The Christian Post, December 10, http://www.christianpost.com/article/20101210/iraqi-christians-remember-church-
siege-victims40-days-later/; 
ñAttacks in Iraq kill 4, including 2 policemen,ò The Washington Post, December 10, http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/12/10/AR2010121001252.html  
"More foreign fighters seen slipping back into Iraq," AP, December 5, 2010, http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iPUXvyVD9cVX2Ql3-
kvpvSBLV6KQ?docId=6688ea51d95642a8a8790298fd14d078  
WƻŜƭ ²ƛƴƎΣ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ {ƻƴǎ hŦ LǊŀǉέΣ aǳǎƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ LǊŀǉΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нтΣ нлмлΣ http://musingsoniraq.blogspot.com/2010/12/whats-in-future-for-sons-of-iraq.html 
"More Christians Flee Iraq After New Violence," The New York Times, December 12, 2010, http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/13/world/middleeast/13iraq.html 

http://www.iraqbodycount.org/
http://www.iraqbodycount.org/
http://www.icasualties.org/Iraq/index.aspx
http://www.icasualties.org/Iraq/index.aspx
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iE9MczJ_j4b_dj1hIF1WAufdyA5Q?docId=CNG.971a06de1b0beeb30a344fe5499a3f6d.271
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iE9MczJ_j4b_dj1hIF1WAufdyA5Q?docId=CNG.971a06de1b0beeb30a344fe5499a3f6d.271
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Post -election targets of violence  
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Political leaders , foreign embassies, and consulates. Notably, Judge 
Mohammed Abdel Ghaffur 
 
Sunni Awakening members 
 
Apartments & local Shiite mosques 
 
Shiite pilgrims targeted in attacks in key areas like Karbala 
 
Attacks on high visibility targets: Central Bank of Iraq, Al-Arabyia News 
Station 



Iraq: Average Weekly Violence Against 
Civilians: 2006 - June 2010  

Source: ODNI, 31-8-2010 



26 

Targeting 
Iraqi 
Officials: 
10/2010 - 
1/2011  

SIGIR, Quarterly Report, January 30, 2011, p. 12 


