
1800 k street nw, washington dc 20006 | t. 202.775.3211 | f. 202.775.3199 | www.csis.org

Southeast Asia
Program

Volume I | Issue No. 31 | October 5,  2010

Southeast Asia from the Corner of  18th & K Streets

CSIS Special Tribute to Madam Kwa Geok 
Choo
ernest bower
Ernest Z. Bower is the senior adviser and director of the Southeast 
Asia Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington, D.C. 

 Inside This Issue

  the week that was

 
October 5, 2010

Inside This Issue 

the week that was

•  China and ASEAN begin talks on 
“code of conduct” for disputes

•  U.S. Senate passes the Defense 
Trade Cooperation Treaty

•  PM Najib calls for “Global 
Movement of the Moderates”

Looking Ahead 

•  IMF and World Bank annual meetings

•  First ASEAN Defense Ministers’ 
Meeting Plus (ADMM+) opens

•  Fifth East Asia Summit on October 30

“On behalf of all associated with the Center for Strategic & International 
Studies (CSIS), I would like to express my heartfelt condolences to 
Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew and the Lee family, and indeed to all of 
our friends in Singapore, on the sad occasion of the death of Madam 
Kwa Geok Choo,” said Ernie Bower, senior adviser and director of the 
Southeast Asia Program at CSIS. Madam Kwa passed away peacefully 
in her home on Saturday, October 2, 2010, at the age of 89. She was the 
wife of Lee Kuan Yew, the founding father of modern Singapore, and 
the mother of Lee Hsien Loong, the current prime minister. She is also 
survived by another son, Lee Hsien Yang, and a daughter, Lee Wei Ling. 

Madam Kwa Geok Choo (1920—2010)
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SOUTH CHINA SEA

•  China and ASEAN begin talks on “code of conduct” for disputes. On 
September 30—following the second U.S.-ASEAN Leaders Summit—China 
started talks with ASEAN to formalize a code of conduct for the disputed 
territories in the South China Sea. The code of conduct would in effect be 
binding implementing regulations that have proved elusive to negotiators 
from China and ASEAN since the signing of the Declaration on the Code of 
Conduct of the Parties in the South China Sea in 2002. China’s ambassador 
to the Philippines, Liu Jianchao, said China is open to different initiatives 
to preserve peace and stability in the region. China and ASEAN will also 
meet next month in Hanoi to further discuss the South China Sea disputes, 
hoping to formalize a legally binding code. 

•  The United States and ASEAN push for peaceful resolution of maritime 
disputes. In the Joint Statement of the second U.S.-ASEAN Leaders 
Meeting, U.S. president Barack Obama and ASEAN called for the peaceful 
resolution of maritime disputes and emphasized the importance of 
“unimpeded commerce and freedom of navigation.” The statement 
reconfirms the United States’ intent to continue its security role in the 
region. Read the full statement here: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-
press-office/2010/09/24/joint-statement-2nd-us-asean-leaders-meeting. 

•  Singapore’s minister mentor Lee supports small states’ rights to use 
international conventions to resolve border disputes. In response to a 
former Japanese senator’s claim that countries with potential border 
problems should “team up” and take China to multilateral negotiations, 
Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew cited his support for the right of small 
states to use international conventions to resolve border disputes, 
especially when they do not have the same power or capabilities as their 
fellow disputants. 

•  Malaysia says China not indulging in power projection. During his 
visit to New York, Malaysia’s prime minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak 
explained that he does not believe that China is attempting to “indulge” in 
power projection, and that China is not looking to have its military move 
toward dominating neighbors. Najib further explained that it was in not in 
China’s interest to destabilize the region and that the mechanisms in place 
to resolve conflicts in the South China Sea will work. Reiterating ASEAN’s 
ingrained desire for balance, Najib said ASEAN will seek to engage 
China as much as it engages the United States and maintain equilibrium 
between the two powers in order to create the right environment to resolve 
future disputes. 

“China’s ambassador 
to the Philippines, Liu 
Jianchao, said China 
is open to different 
initiatives to preserve 
peace and stability in 
the region.” 

China and ASEAN are working together 
to develop a ‘code of conduct’ for the 
disputed territories in the South China Sea. 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/us-pacific-
command/4366214460/
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•  CSIS’s Schieffer Series explores the South China Sea issues. On 
September 28, 2010, CSIS convened a live Schieffer Series Discussion 
hosted by renowned news anchor Bob Schieffer. The panelists were Kurt 
Campbell, assistant secretary of state for East Asia and the Pacific; 
Ambassador Stapleton Roy, former ambassador to China, Singapore, and 
Indonesia; David Sanger, reporter for the New York Times; and Ernie Bower, 
senior adviser and director of the Southeast Asia Program at CSIS. To 
view video or listen to the audio of the discussion, click here: http://csis.
org/event/south-china-sea-key-indicator-asian-security-cooperation-21st-
century. 

ASEAN

•  ASEAN’s human rights declaration. The ASEAN Intergovernmental 
Commission on Human Rights is reportedly drafting an ASEAN Human 
Rights Declaration (AHRD). This move is being promoted by Indonesia, 
which considers the declaration a priority and would like to reach 
agreement on the declaration during its tenure as chair of ASEAN in 2011. 
Achieving consensus will be challenging as ASEAN member countries try 
to reach agreement on whether the document should be legally binding 
and how to establish a mutually acceptable definition of human rights.   

•  Preparations for the first ADMM+ Meeting under way. As a host of 
the first ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting (ADMM) Plus on October 
12, Vietnam’s top defense officials have toured ASEAN and its dialogue 
partner countries, consulting on the meeting’s organization and agenda. 
Vietnam’s vice minister of defense Lieutenant General Nguyen Chi Vinh 
just wrapped up his visit the United States last week. Other than U.S. 
secretary of defense Robert Gates, Japanese defense minister Toshimi 
Kitazawa has also confirmed he will attend the meeting. Minister Kitasawa 
expects to meet his Chinese counterpart bilaterally in Hanoi in a bid to 
help diffuse tensions between the two nations. A proposal for “defense 
industry cooperation” is also expected to enjoy broad support through 
a statement of intent delivered at the meeting. This proposal seeks to 
“encourage countries to talk to each other about procurement cycles and 
harmonize the cycles and move together to develop procurement systems 
that all countries want.”  

•  ASEAN foreign ministers at the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA). Addressing the 65th session of the UNGA in New York, ASEAN 
foreign ministers touched upon economic development, democracy, 
and interfaith understanding. While highlighting his fear of economic 

At the UNGA, ASEAN foreign ministers 
discussed economic development and 
interfaith understanding. http://www.flickr.
com/photos/lukeredmond/1795084139/
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imbalances in Asia, Singapore’s foreign minister George Yeo underlined 
the importance of fundamental restructuring of, and increased liquidity 
in, the global system and of open international trading systems. 
Responding to international calls for transparent elections, Burma’s 
foreign minister U Nyan Win emphasized, "Whatever the challenges 
facing us, we are committed to do our best for the successful holding of 
the free and fair general elections for the best interest of the country 
and its people." Indonesia’s foreign minister Marty Natagelawa said 
that, as the world's third-largest democracy, Indonesia’s experience is 
“proof that Islam, democracy, and modernization can go hand in hand. It 
is an endless journey.” Arguing that the real issue was not one between 
Muslims and non-Muslims, but between moderates and extremists of all 
religions, Malaysia’s prime minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak called for 
a “Global Movement of the Moderates” from all faiths to work together 
and marginalize the extremists who have held the world hostage with 
their bigotry and bias. He cited examples such as recent efforts to stop 
the burning of the Koran and promoting the building of a multi-faith 
community center near the former World Trade Center in New York.   

AUSTRALIA

•  U.S. Senate passes the Defense Trade Cooperation Treaty. In 
strengthening the U.S.-Australia alliance, the U.S. Senate on October 
30 ratified the long-awaited U.S. Defense Trade Cooperation Treaty for 
Australia and the United Kingdom. The treaty allows U.S. companies to 
sell defense articles without an export license, but requests for defense 
exports to these countries are typically approved. The treaty will reduce 
bureaucratic oversight on defense trade and motivate competition and 
collaboration. Certain sensitive items are not included in the treaty. The 
passage is seen as a major benchmark for the alliance and is well-timed 
ahead of the upcoming visits of U.S. secretary of state Hillary Clinton 
and U.S. secretary of defense Robert Gates for the annual Australia-U.S. 
Ministerial (AUSMIN) meeting set for November in Canberra.

•  Opposition wants more troops for Afghanistan. The opposition coalition 
led by Tony Abbott wants the government to send an additional 360 
troops to increase the support capabilities of Australian soldiers currently 
serving in Afghanistan. The death of Lance Corporal Jared McKinney 
in August stirred public sentiment toward Australian involvement, but 
the opposition contends that the casualty could have been avoided had 
more troops been deployed in the form of more tanks, helicopters, cavalry 
squadron, gun regiment, and an engineer squadron. Currently, Australia 
has 1,500-troop commitment in Afghanistan. Ambassador Kim Beazley, 

“ Indonesia’s foreign 
minister Marty 
Natagelawa said that, 
as the world's third-
largest democracy, 
Indonesia’s 
experience is 
‘proof that Islam, 
democracy, and 
modernization can 
go hand in hand. It is 
an endless journey.’ ”

Australia’s opposition coalition, led by 
Tony Abbott, wants to send more troops 
to Afghanistan. http://www.flickr.com/
photos/mystifyme07/4881799373/
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Australia’s current ambassador to the United States and a former deputy 
prime minister and minister of finance and minister of defense, spoke last 
week about the politicization of Afghanistan in Australia after the most 
recent elections in an interview with CSIS’ Southeast Asia Program senior 
adviser and director Ernie Bower. Click here to see the interview http://csis.
org/multimedia/interview-australian-ambassador-us-kim-beazley-newly-
elected-australian-government

•  Prime Minister Julia Gillard will join the 48-member Asia-Europe Meeting 
in Brussels. Prime Minster Julia Gillard’s decision to make her first 
international appearance at ASEM signifies that Australia’s foreign policy 
will be engaging in Asia and broader involvement with the European Union. 
On the agenda at ASEM will be global economic governance, sustainable 
development, and climate change. Australia applied for membership to 
ASEM 14 years ago, but was turned down by former Malaysian prime 
minister Mohammed Mahathir and others. However, Australia’s attendance 
record is not perfect. The Philippines, Indonesia, India, Russia, and New 
Zealand will be represented by their deputies.   

MALAYSIA

•  PM Najib calls for “Global Movement of the Moderates.” Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak called for the formation of a “Global Movement 
of the Moderates” to counterbalance the negative effects of extremism 
and terrorism. He encouraged moderates of all countries and religions 
to take center stage, reclaim the agenda, and marginalize extremists. He 
said that extremism served only to exacerbate the divisions between the 
Muslim and Western worlds. He wants the world to view Malaysia as a 
progressive and moderate Muslim nation, not as a hotbed for extremist 
activity. Najib’s leadership is expected to be welcomed by other leaders. For 
a copy of Prime Minister Najib’s remarks, click here: http://www.pmo.gov.
my/?menu=speech&news_id=327&page=1676&speech_cat=2. 

•  Malaysia pledges $150 million to ASEAN Infrastructure Fund. Malaysia 
announced it would contribute $150 million to the ASEAN Infrastructure 
Fund (AIF), which will be matched by the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 
The funds will be used for financing major infrastructure projects. Another 
$500 million in contributions is expected from the remaining nine ASEAN 
countries. The ADB stated that the funds are necessary for the ASEAN 
nations to increase major infrastructure development in order to achieve 
greater integration by 2015 as envisioned in the ASEAN Charter. 

Malaysian prime minister Najib wants 
the world to view Malaysia as a moderate 
Muslim nation. http://www.flickr.com/
photos/ceekay/386080296/
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 VIETNAM

•  The United States and Vietnam focus on future cooperation. At a 
September 29–30 U.S. State Department seminar in Washington, D.C., on 
U.S. historical experiences in Southeast Asia, Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton emphasized that the United States and Vietnam have left the past 
behind and are focusing on cooperation in the future. The two nations just 
celebrated 15 years of diplomatic relations. Secretary Clinton said that she 
believes U.S.-Vietnam relations will flourish in the next 15 years. Former 
U.S. secretary of state and CSIS counselor Henry Kissinger acknowledged 
U.S. failure in the Vietnam War but was glad to see the future direction of 
U.S.-Vietnam relations. For a summary of the seminar presentation click 
here: http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/rm/2010/09/148410.htm.

•  Secretary Clinton to visit Vietnam later this month for East Asia Summit. 
U.S. secretary of state Hillary Clinton has been a regular visitor to Hanoi. 
Following on her notable participation in the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 
meeting in Hanoi in late July, she will return on October 30 to participate 
in parts of the East Asia Summit (EAS). The United States and Russia will 
be formally invited to join the EAS at the meeting, and Secretary Clinton 
and her Russian counterpart, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, will have 
approximately 30 minutes with the EAS leaders and join them for a non-
working lunch. President Obama and Russian president Dmitry Medvedev 
will attend their first EAS in Jakarta in 2011.

•  Vice Minister of Defense Vinh visits the United States. Vietnam’s vice 
minister of defense Lieutenant General Nguyen Chi Vinh made a four-day 
working visit to the United States September 26–29 for consultations on 
the first ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting Plus (ADMM+) and to prepare 
for U.S. secretary of defense Robert Gates’ official visit to Vietnam. During 
his visit, Secretary Gates will meet with his Vietnamese counterpart to 
discuss collaborative efforts to find the remains of POWs/MIAs, address 
Agent Orange mitigation, and develop international training to foster 
closer bilateral ties and deepen cultural exchange between the two nations’ 
militaries.

•  Vietnam provides Cambodia with security assistance. Vietnam’s 
Ministry of Public Security provided Cambodia’s Ministry of Home Affairs 
with technical and combat equipment worth nearly $1 million. Vietnam 
believes that Cambodia plays a critical role in maintaining security and 
ensuring social order along their shared border. Cambodian deputy prime 
minister Sar Kheng witnessed the donation of equipment in Phnom Penh 

U.S. president Obama and Russian 
president Medvedev will attend the EAS 
Summit in Jakarta in 2011. http://www.
flickr.com/photos/psyxek/3706143399/
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on September 30, 2010. Vietnam’s moves are interesting in the context 
of China’s continued focus on testing its “soft power” in Cambodia. See 
CSIS’s intern scholar and desk officer for Vietnam Jennifer Chen’s note 
entitled “Balancing Act: Trilateral Relations of U.S., China, and Cambodia” 
on cogitASIA, click here: http://cogitasia.com/2010/09/05/balancing-act-
trilateral-relations-of-us-china-and-cambodia/.

CAMBODIA

•  Congressional Hearing: Cambodia’s outstanding debt to the United 
States. On September 30, U.S. deputy assistant secretary for ASEAN 
Joe Yun testified before the Subcommittee on Asia, the Pacific and the 
Global Environment of the House Foreign Affairs Committee about 
Cambodia’s outstanding debt to the United States. While commending 
the growing the U.S.-Cambodia bilateral relationship in several fields, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Yun underscored, “Cambodia’s bilateral 
debt to the U.S. government remains an irritant to the relationship. 
A satisfactory resolution of Cambodia’s debt would accelerate the 
development of an already improving bilateral relationship and enhance 
Cambodia’s own economic development by improving its creditworthiness 
and access to international capital markets.” Yun argued that Cambodia 
must begin servicing its debt in order for the United States to be in 
position to consider options for converting debt to aid or other channels. 
Subcommittee chair Eni FH Faleomavaega (D-American Samoa) is a known 
advocate of the United States’ pursuing debt forgiveness options in the 
case of the Cambodian debt that was incurred during the short reign of 
former Cambodian leader Lon Nol. Full statement of Deputy Assistant 
Secretary Yun’s testimony is available at http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/
rm/2010/09/148427.htm  

•  Cambodia receives $16.44 million from USAID. On September 29, the 
United States and Cambodia signed an amendment to their bilateral 
agreement, which will provide $16.44 million in funding from the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID) to support Cambodian 
priorities in economic growth, food security, and global climate change. 
Under the amendment, Cambodia will also provide in-kind support of 
$425,000. U.S. development assistance to Cambodia is expected to reach 
$69 million in 2010. 

•  Cambodia unveils its five-year anti-corruption plan. On September 27, 
the Cambodian government unveiled its five-year plan to fight corruption 
with the aim of economic development and attracting foreign direct 

Cambodia receives aid from USAID to 
promote economic growth and provide food 
security to its people. http://www.flickr.
com/photos/chrissy575/4380921684/
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investment. Anti-graft measures include compulsory declaration of state 
officials’ assets, anti-corruption education in schools, and channels for 
reporting alleged bribes and extortion by government employees. NGOs 
also play a proactive role in helping to identify corruption cases inside 
government bodies. According to both ADB and IMF economists, this move 
will improve public-sector governance, strengthen the investment climate, 
and enhance Cambodia’s international competitiveness.  

•  Cambodia and China sign two trade and economic MOUs. Cambodia 
and China signed two memorandums of understanding (MOUs) last week. 
The first deal, inked by Chinese investors and the Cambodian Chamber of 
Commerce, seeks to promote trade cooperation in electronics, technology, 
and packaging factories for agricultural products. The second agreement, 
signed by a Chinese corporation and the Cambodian government, aims to 
implement an “Economic Acceleration Platform” project constructing a 
nationwide high-speed fiber optic information network.

PHILIPPINES

•  President Aquino secures $2.8 billion in investments in the United 
States. President Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III announced that he returned 
to the Philippines from his inaugural trip to the United States with 
commitments for $2.4 billion in new foreign investment, in addition to 
the $434 million grant that the Philippines received from the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation. It was reported that the business firms that 
have committed to make new investments are: Coca-Cola, Pfizer, AES 
Corp., Hewlett-Packard, J.P. Morgan Chase, Global Services Inc., Century 
Properties, and General Electric. President Aquino emphasized that the 
investments would expand operations and establish new businesses in the 
Philippines and  create 43,650 new jobs in the next 3 years. 

•  Philippines indicate interest in joining the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
The Philippines informed Assistant USTR for Southeast Asia and the 
Pacific Barbara Weisel of its desire to participate in the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) Agreement on September 28. The current eight TPP 
partners (excluding Chile and Peru) account for $21 billion in total trade for 
the Philippines in 2009— about 26 percent of total trade and around $10 
billion  in exports (to all TPP countries)—about 39 percent of total exports. 
To join the TPP, the Philippines still must make progress in various 
areas, including liberalizing its service sectors. Analysts have warned 
that before joining the negotiation, the Philippines will need to conduct 
in-depth studies, engage in extensive consultations, and enhance key 
competitiveness benchmarks before it can commit to the TPP process.

Philippines president Benigno Aquino 
secures $2.8 billion in new foreign 
investment in the U.S. http://www.flickr.
com/photos/thepocnews/4598283006/
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•  United States and China to help in PNP’s hostage-handling capability. 
The Chinese ambassador to the Philippines announced a proposal to 
have Chinese and Filipino police officers take part in joint training 
exercises. The announcement appears to have been a response to the 
August 23 hostage incident and the subsequent report commissioned by 
the Philippine government, which found the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) poorly trained in dealing with crisis situations. Similarly, the United 
States government has allotted more than $1.5 million worth of training 
and equipment assistance for the PNP  to improve the organization’s 
anti-kidnapping and hostage negotiation capability. On October 1, U.S. 
ambassador to the Philippines Harry K. Thomas Jr. turned over to the PNP 
the first installment of nearly $150,000 of the assistance program.

•  Government clamps down on tax evaders. Following through on 
pledges to end corruption and pursue good governance, the Aquino 
administration announced on September 30 that it would investigate the 
offshore accounts of Filipinos in a move to clamp down on tax cheats. 
The Department of Finance passed regulations in accordance with the 
international convention on tax standards that will enable it to trade bank 
information on individuals. The government has been plagued by debt, in 
part due to the lack of funds received from taxes. According to the Bureau 
of International Revenue (BIR), just 5 million of the country’s 90 million 
people filed income tax returns in 2009. The poor performance on tax 
collection has had a disastrous impact, including spurring chronic budget 
deficits and undercutting delivery of basic goods and services such as 
health care, education, and infrastructure. The new measures brought 
positive responses from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), which added the Philippines to its “white list” of 
countries that have implemented tax standards.

THAILAND

•  Thai Senate wants emergency decree lifted. The Senate committee 
in charge of monitoring the political situation in Thailand has issued 
a statement urging the Royal Thai Government (RTG) to end the 
state of emergency still in effect in six provinces and Bangkok. The 
committee asserts that the situation has generally returned to normal 
and the emergency decree is an impediment to the progress of national 
reconciliation. Further, the statement says the decree violates the basic 
civil rights of Thai citizens because it allows authorities to detain civilians 
without due process and is a breach in the rule of law. Committee members 
also noted that the decree could incite more acts of violence, which could 
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undercut investor confidence and tourism. Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva 
ended the emergency decree in three northeastern provinces on October 
1 following the plea from the Senate, while the Department of Special 
Investigations (DSI) advised him to maintain the decree in Bangkok and its 
neighboring provinces due to continued reports of violence. 

•  Bank of Thailand deputy governor vies for AMRO director. Bank of 
Thailand deputy governor Bandid Nijathaworn tendered his resignation 
from his position at the central bank to pursue the top post at the ASEAN 
+3 Macroeconomic and Research Office (AMRO). The new organization is 
based in Singapore and is tasked with managing the $120 billion bilateral 
swap program defined in the Chiang Mai Initiative, an agreement of 
currency swaps enacted between the ASEAN +3 member states in the wake 
of the 1997 financial crisis. Dr. Bandid was considered a candidate to be the 
next central bank governor in Thailand.

INDONESIA

•  Australian activists protest links with Kopassus. The Australian Special 
Air Service resumed joint training with the Indonesian Special Forces, 
Kopassus in July. The elite units conducted joint military exercises in 
Bali. In response, the Australian West Papua Association (AWPA), a 
human rights non-government organization, demanded that ties with 
Kopassus be annulled since what they define as the West Papuan right to 
self-determination has, in their view, largely been impeded by Kopassus. 
The AWPA accuses Kopassus of allegedly torturing and abusing Papuan 
political activists.

•  Indonesia sees a 30 percent increase in car exports. The global economic 
downturn during the past two years has resulted in declining demand for 
automobiles. In 2009, global production dropped 13.5 percent. Indonesian 
auto exports fell from 100,982 units to 56,669 units in the following year. 
However, the economic recovery has resulted in increased demand and 
reinvigorated production capacity. The Indonesian Automotive Industry 
Association noted that companies such as Toyota and Hyundai are finding 
new customers in emerging markets of Southeast Asia, which benefit from 
the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA). As a result, Indonesian auto exports 
have expanded by 30 percent year to date. 

Thailand’s prime minister Abhisit Vejjajiva 
still has not ended the emergency 
decree in six remaining provinces 
and Bangkok. http://www.flickr.com/
photos/58bits/3446298085/
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BURMA

•  Aung San Suu Kyi to be released after the elections? Military officials 
announced on September 30 that democracy activist Aung San Suu Kyi 
will be released on November 13, the day her house arrest expires and six 
days after national elections. A Burmese official said, “She will be released 
on that day according to the law.” U.S. member of Congress Joseph Crowley 
(D-New York) called the announcement a “catch and release” game played 
by the military junta. He said the junta announced Suu Kyi’s release as a 
ploy to legitimize the elections. The Burmese regime has failed to follow 
through on its previous announcements that Suu Kyi was going to be 
released, except in 2002 when she was released only to be re-arrested and 
jailed 12 months later.

•  Nations react to upcoming elections. At the United Nations General 
Assembly, a group of ministers from China, India, Indonesia, Singapore, 
Thailand, the United Kingdom, and the United States called for Burma 
to make its election process more “participatory and transparent.” U.N. 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon also called for the release of political 
detainees, including Aung San Suu Kyi, and suggested that Burma take 
a more constructive approach with the international community. On 
September 30, India’s national security adviser, Shivshankar Menon, said 
that the November elections in Burma may offer hope for the country’s 
future: “We’ve tried to engage with Myanmar and to encourage Myanmar 
in what they themselves say is their attempt to rebuild democracy and 
to come back to the international mainstream.” Democracy advocates 
in Australia are calling on the government to publicly condemn Burma’s 
November national elections based on what they perceive to be unfair 
election rules and guidelines in the new constitution. 

•  Burma’s PM warns citizens about the elections. According to state 
media, Burma’s prime minister Thein Sein has warned citizens to protect 
the country’s image during the November elections. He said the success 
of the elections is a matter of “national dignity and concern,” and claimed 
it is necessary to prevent anyone from attempts to disrupt the process. 
Thein Sein is the leader of the Union Solidarity and Development Party, 
a group formed in April 2010 after he resigned his military post to make 
himself eligible to partake in the elections. 

•  Tensions rise between Burmese and Shan troops. Fighting between 
Burmese military troops and the breakaway Shan State Army (SSA) 
erupted on September 30 for the third time in a month when a Burmese 

Thein Sein wants to protect Burma’s image 
during the November elections. http://www.
flickr.com/photos/un_photo/3969229504/
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soldier was killed in an ambush by the SSA. Tension between the two 
groups seems to be on the rise. The military junta has met all opposition 
with violence since earlier this year when the ethnic forces refused to 
become Border Guard Forces (BGF) and to be assimilated into the Burmese 
army.

SINGAPORE

•  Singapore mourns for Mrs. Lee. Madam Kwa Geok Choo, the wife of 
Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew and mother of Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong, passed away peacefully at home on October 2, 2010, at 5.40 pm 
(Singapore time). Described as “an intellectual equal” and “soulmate” 
by Mentor Minister Lee, his wife of 63-years was his “tower of strength” 
during the nation’s toughest moments. The late Mrs. Lee was never one 
for the public spotlight, yet her understated contributions to Singapore 
were significant and pivotal to its history. A founding member of the 
People’s Action Party (PAP), she delivered her first and only party political 
broadcast during the 1959 general elections, urging women to vote for the 
party. She also acted as her husband’s intermediary in his dealings with 
the British governor and a plenipotentiary from the Malayan Communist 
Party. Mrs. Lee also wrote the text for the bilateral contract concerning 
water supply during Singapore’s agreement to separate from Malaysia in 
1965, guaranteeing Singapore’s water supply from Johor Bahru, Malaysia. 
She also pushed for women’s rights and led to the establishment of the 
women’s charter. Mrs. Lee is survived by her husband, two sons—Lee Hsien 
Loong and Lee Hsien Yang—and daughter Lee Wei Ling. She had suffered 
two strokes in May and June 2008 that left her seriously ill and bedridden. 
In a recent interview with the New York Times, Minister Mentor Lee shared 
that his most difficult moment was at the end of each day as he sat by 
the bedside of his wife, who had been unable to speak or move. “She 
understands when I talk to her, which I do every night,” he said. “She keeps 
awake for me; I tell her about my day’s work, read her favorite poems.” 
Her wake was held at Sri Temasek, the official residence of the prime 
minister located within the Istana grounds, on October 4-5. Tributes and 
condolences continue to pour in from within Singapore and overseas.

•  Jemaah Islamiah leader handed over to Singapore by Malaysian 
authorities. Mas Selamat Kastari, the leader of the Singapore Jemaah 
Islamiah (JI) terrorist network, was handed over to Singapore by the 
Malaysian authorities on September 24 after escaping from Singapore’s 
custody two years and seven months earlier. Mas Selamat was recaptured 
on April 1, 2009, in Johor Bahru, Malaysia, after a massive manhunt and 

Lee Kuan Yew knew Kwa Geok Choo back 
in Raffles Institution, as a fellow contender 
for the Queen’s scholarship, and then at 
Raffles College as the girl who, to his 
“horror”, beat him in English and Economics 
in the term exams. Kwa married Lee in 
secret in London in 1947 and then tied the 
knot for the second time in Singapore on 
September 30, 1950.
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extensive coordination between Malaysia and Singapore. He had been 
arrested under Singapore’s Internal Security Act. The repatriation marks 
another important step in enhanced and practical cooperation between 
Singapore and Malaysia this year. 

•  Minister of Defence visits India. Singapore’s deputy prime minister and 
minister for defense Teo Chee Hean called on Indian defense minister A. K. 
Antony in New Delhi on October 1, 2010. Both parties reaffirmed the warm 
defense relations between Singapore and India, and discussed regional 
security developments, including their upcoming participation in the 
ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting Plus in Hanoi. Deputy Defense Minister 
Teo, in his capacity as president of the Singapore National Olympic 
Council, will remain in India to attend the 19th Commonwealth Games on 
October 3, 2010.

NEW ZEALAND

•  Increased troop deployment in Afghanistan. One hundred additional New 
Zealand soldiers leave their military camp in Canterbury for Afghanistan. 
They will join the Provincial Reconstruction Team in Bamyan province 
and the international forces’ headquarters in Kabul. This is New Zealand’s 
first troop deployment since it suffered its first casualty when Lieutenant 
Timothy O’Donnell was killed by a roadside bomb in August and the 
seventeenth deployment since NZ began its engagement.

•  The Bank of New Zealand is carbon neutral. In its progressive efforts to 
become a green nation, the Bank of New Zealand (BNZ) is the first central 
bank in the world to be carbon neutral. The BNZ achieved this goal three 
months ahead of its self-imposed September 30, 2010, deadline. Measures 
included reducing emissions, improving energy and vehicle efficiency, 
changing employee behavior, and locally purchasing carbon credits. Offset 
verification was conducted by KPMG, which expressed congratulatory 
remarks to the bank. Currently, the Bank of New Zealand is housed in 
three five-star green-rated buildings. It will continue to source the carbon 
credits at home to develop New Zealand’s burgeoning carbon market. 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

•  China-Brunei economic ties grow. Economic ties between Brunei and 
the People’s Republic of China peaked in the first half of this year at a 
record $526 million, an increase of 307 percent compared to the same 
period in 2009. Chinese projects in Brunei include the Tutong dam, the 

Teo Chee Hean, Singapore’s deputy 
prime minister and minister of defence. 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/
lobinhoot/456496014/
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Telisai-Lumut highway, the National Housing Scheme project, and a paddy 
project that has contributed to Brunei’s targeted food sufficiency rate of 
20 percent in 2010. An official noted that Brunei’s GDP enjoyed an increase 
of 11.1 percent this year, and that a large factor in this economic recovery is 
China’s huge market demand. 

•  Pakistan ships visit Brunei. The Pakistani navy began a three-day visit to 
Brunei as part of an agreement to enhance defense relations between the 
two countries. The visit is a regular exchange between the Pakistani and 
Bruneian defense forces, and it will provide an opportunity for both navies 
to benefit from their counterpart’s experiences and learn new defense 
concepts and doctrines. The Pakistani ship is equipped with state-of-the-
art weapons and has the ability to execute various maritime operations at 
sea. 

LAOS

•  Than Shwe visits Laos. Burma’s junta leader General Than Shwe arrived 
in Laos on October 1 for an official visit to discuss bilateral ties. He 
briefed his Laotian counterpart, President Choummaly Sayasone, on 
the preparations for the upcoming elections, but did not discuss Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s release. President Sayasone expressed full support of the 
elections in Burma. The two leaders also agreed to enhance bilateral 
cooperation along their borders in order to combat drug trafficking and to 
resolve illegal immigration. 

MEKONG RIVER

•  Vietnam and Cambodia hold seminar on flood management. Vietnam’s 
An Giang province and Cambodia’s Kandal province jointly held a seminar 
on October 1 to discuss cross-border cooperation on disaster control. 
The “An Giang–Kandal Urgent Cross-Border Cooperation” is one of five 
components of a program designed to mitigate and manage flooding by 
the Mekong River. The program also focuses on research and rescue work, 
informational exchange, and agricultural cooperation. At the seminar, 
the participants agreed that An Giang should provide more support to 
Cambodia for vaccinations for livestock.

APEC

•  Preparations for APEC Summit ongoing. On September 26, senior 
officials of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum concluded 
their meeting in preparation for the APEC Leaders’ Meeting in Yokohama 

China invests in infrastructure projects 
in Brunei. http://www.flickr.com/photos/
zkorb/2156483177/

Vietnam and Cambodia discussed 
flood management at a joint seminar. 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/
cheltenhamboroughcouncil/895571669/
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in November 2010. The delegates focused on APEC’s 2010 initiatives 
including its “high-quality” growth strategy, assessment of progress 
on the Bogor Goals (calling for industrialized member economies and 
developing members to achieve free and open trade by 2010 and 2020 
respectively), and the way forward toward greater regional economic 
integration. Chairing this meeting, Japan underscored that member 
economies need to aim for more balanced, inclusive, sustainable, and 
innovative growth. APEC will convene its first ministerial meeting on food 
security on October 16–17 in Niigata Prefecture. 



Looking Ahead
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•  U.S. Assistant Secretary for Economic, Energy, and Business Affairs 
Jose Fernandez will travel to Malaysia and Indonesia on October 3–8. He 
will engage with governments, the private sector, and Department of 
State missions in the region to build support for opening markets to U.S. 
products as part of President Obama’s National Export Initiative.

•  2010 annual meetings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank Group will take place on October 8–10. Central bankers, 
ministers of finance and development, private-sector executives, and 
academics will be convening in Washington, D.C., to discuss issues of 
global concern, including the world economic outlook, poverty eradication, 
economic development, and aid effectiveness.

•  Thai prime minister to visit Burma on October 11. Prime Minister Abhisit 
Vejjajiva is planning to make his first visit to Burma on October 11 to 
increase bilateral cooperation and to discuss Burma's upcoming election. 

•  First ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM+) opens. The 
first ADMM+, entitled "Strategic Co-operation for Peace, Stability, 
and Development in the Region,” will be held in Hanoi on October 12. 
Vietnamese leaders affirmed the ADMM+ would act as an expanded 
regional forum that focuses mainly on coping with security challenges. 
U.S. Secretary of Defense Gates will be attending the ADMM+ and is 
scheduled to arrive in Hanoi on October 11.

•  Vietnam will host ASEAN Business and Investment Summit (ASEAN-
BIS) on October 26–28. The summit will draw an estimated 600 to 1,000 
companies from ASEAN and ASEAN partners. It is an opportunity for 
companies—both public-sector and private-sector—to exchange business 
information and come up with development strategies to improve their 
investment efficiency. The summit will also honor companies that have 
brought important contributions to the development of Southeast Asia.

•  Fifth East Asia Summit on October 30. U.S. secretary of state Hillary 
Clinton has confirmed that she will be attending the annual meeting of 
national leaders from the East Asian region and adjoining countries.

•  Looking Further Ahead – On the U.S. front, Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton will visit Australia for the 
AUSMIN dialogue in November. Also in November, President Obama will 
visit India, Indonesia, the G-20 Summit in Seoul, South Korea, and the APEC 
Leaders Summit in Yokohama, Japan. 



For more details on our programs and to follow CSIS with real-time updates, find 
the CSIS Southeast Asia Program on Facebook         at http://www.facebook.com/
CSISSoutheastAsia and follow us on Twitter         @ SoutheastAsiaDC. 

Follow and join the dialogue on the key policy issues of the day in the region on 
CSIS SoutheastAsia’s blog, CogitAsia at http://CogitAsia.csis.org 

Thank you for your interest in U.S. policy in Southeast Asia and CSIS  
Southeast Asia. Join the conversation!   
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