
MEMORANDUM 

To:  CSIS Alumni 

From:  John Hamre 

Date:  August 26, 2009   

RE:  Update to our Alumni 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Summer Greetings from Washington… It has been a busy summer both here in Washington 
and at CSIS, and there have been many exciting new developments to report. As always, we love 
to hear developments with you as well, so please feel free to email Karen at kwong@csis.org 
with any personal or professional updates.  You can also visit the Alumni section on our new 
CSIS website at: http://csis.org/alumni where you can find more information on how to stay in 
touch with us.  We are currently building an Alumni-only page and will let you know once it is 
up and running.  
 
Welcome New Staff…We have been steadily rebuilding our staff, as a few of our senior staff 
departed after the election.  I am pleased to announce that Heather Conley is now on board as 
our Europe Program Director.  Heather previously worked at the State Department as the head of 
the north Europe desk.  Hardin Lang just joined our project that is examining the effectiveness 
of our economic development efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan.  We were asked by the Defense 
Department to undertake this work.  Hardin came to us from the United Nations, where he was 
responsible for Afghanistan and Haiti.  Richard Nelson will be joining us on September 1.  Rick 
just retired from a 20 year distinguished career in the Navy.  He will be working on our 
counterterrorism projects.   
  
Recent Praises for CSIS… Recently, John Brennan, the Assistant to the President for 
Homeland Security and Counterterrorism, came to CSIS to deliver a major address.  It was 
extensively covered in the press, but we were most proud when he opened by saying "...thinking 
about a setting for this address, I can think of no better one than the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, since it has long served as a venue for some of the most insightful and 
intellectual discourse on national security issues."  It is a testament to all the great people here 
that he wanted to come to CSIS for his kickoff policy speech.  To listen to his speech, please 
click on this:  http://csis.org/multimedia/john-brennan-assistant-president-homeland-security-
and-counterterrorism. 
 
Cyber Security… The cyber security study we did last year has become the gold standard in 
town.  It became the blueprint for the Administration’s new approach to cyber security and it has 
generated considerable follow on work for us.  We will be sponsoring a new cyber security 
forum, which will be a public forum that will bring leading intellects to CSIS for public 
discussions of cyber security issues.   
 
Smart Global Health Commission… Recently, a delegation of commissioners from our Smart 
Global Health project visited Kenya.  The commission, chaired by CSIS Trustee Helene Gayle 
and former Admiral Bill Fallon, is looking at how we can improve the efficiency of U.S. 
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investments in global health programs.  The delegation that went to Africa was co-sponsored by 
CARE (Helene is the President of CARE) and includes Congressman Keith Ellison. This 
commission is working under a timeline because the Defense Department asked the commission 
to report its findings by September.  To read more about Helene Gayle’s thoughts on the trip, 
please click on this link: http://www.smartglobalhealth.org/blog/entry/helene-gayle-final-
reflections-from-the-trip-to-kenya/.  
 
“Critical Questions”… This is an enormously popular new product we have developed in our 
External Relations shop.  When breaking news develops on a topic, we ask one of our lead 
scholars to think of the three or four most obvious questions and answer them in a direct and 
unbiased way.  The Press Corps is now hooked on these and they have opened many doors for 
our scholars.  We offer this as a direct, on-line subscription (no cost) to people and over 1,000 
now have subscribed.  If you have not already signed up, please feel free to do so by clicking on 
this link:  https://www.csis.org.  
 
Schieffer Series Starting Up… We will launch the fall session of the Schieffer School of 
Journalism/TCU-CSIS series this fall with a program on September 2 examining the meaning of 
the Japanese elections that will take place next week, on August 30.  This is a monumental 
election, probably shifting the political landscape in Japan in a profound way.  Former CSIS 
employee and now Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia and Pacific Affairs, Kurt Campbell, 
will be one of the panel participants, along with our Japan Chair holder, Mike Green.  You are all 
invited to this timely event.  Please join us.  
 

Now and Then 

Samuel Charap (Visiting Fellow, Russia and Eurasia Program, 2007-2009) is now the Associate 
Director of the Russia and Eurasia Program at the Center for American Progress. 
 
Brian Harding (Research Associate, International Security Program (Southeast Initiative), 2007 
to 2009) recently joined the Office of the Secretary of Defense, as the Country Director for 
Australia, New Zealand, and the Pacific Islands. 
 
Sarah Lawrence (Assistant Director for Corporate Relations, Office of Strategic Planning, 
2006-2009) will be pursuing a Master’s degree in Organizational Change Management at the 
New School in New York City this fall. 
 
Ben Rowswell (Pritzker International Fellow, Americas Program, 2003-2004) has been named 
the next Representative of Canada in Kandahar, starting this September. As a representative, he 
will be responsible for overseeing the governance and development of the agenda on behalf of 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and the U.S. effort in Afghanistan. His previous 
post was as Deputy Head of Mission at Canada’s embassy in Kabul. 
 
Brad Roberts (Executive Assistant to the President, 1983-1986; Editor, The Washington 
Quarterly 1987-1995; and Research Fellow, International Security Studies, 1983-1995) is now 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear and Missile Defense Policy at the U.S. 
Department of Defense.  
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