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OVERLAPPING INTERESTS AND COMPATIBLE VALUES 
 

America and Europe After the Cold War and Beyond Iraq 
 
 

On June 15 – on the eve of a tumultuous four-week period that included a contentious EU summit in 
Luxembourg, a successful US-EU summit in Washington, the G-8 Conference in Glene agles, and, most 
tragically, a horrific terrorist attack on London – the Chair released a Report that articulated the conclusions 
reached at the Think Tank Summit held two months earlier at the Wye Plantation.   
 
Most pointedly, our group of 43 Think Tank senior experts who endorsed the “general thrust” of the Report 
warned that “as shown [in Madrid, Spain] on March 11, 2004, Europe may be more vulnerable to terrorism than 
the United States on grounds of geographic proximity, economic dependence, and cultural sensitivities.”  In the 
same vein, the Wye Summit, which had taken place six weeks before the referenda in France and the 
Netherlands, had also concluded that “faced with the unpredictable turns of Europe’s debate over its 
constitutional treaty, the United States should stand ready to reassert its unequivocal commitment to an 
increasingly united and progressively stronger Europe.”  
  
Simon Serfaty, the Zbigniew Brzezinski Chair holder, and the principal author of the report, argues that the 
transatlantic partnership faces three concurrent sets of tests: test of will, efficacy, and vision.  As argued by the 
Report, these tests will best be met if some of the following principles are acknowledged: 
 

� The transatlantic debate is not over American power and European weakness, but over how a 
combination of American and European power can best contribute to global order in spite of the 
weaknesses found on each side of the Atlantic. 

� For all the differences that exist between the United States and the states of Europe, Europe matters 
to America, and America to Europe, because converging concerns, compatible values, and 
overlapping interests make of each the other’s partner of choice. 

� Overlapping interests (though not always common) and compatible values (though no longer 
converging) can shape a transatlantic community of action if there is a credible commitment to 
cons ultation between the two sides of the Atlantic before decisions are made by either. 

The Report concludes with a sense of urgency, explicitly linked to the war on terror and to conditions in Iran, 
which “has the potential to become even more divisive in 2005-2006 than Iraq was in 2003-2004.” In calling for a 
renewed transatlantic partnership the Report argues that:    

� In the emerging multipolar environment, America is not a European power; but as a world power, it 
is a power in Europe.  As a Union, Europe is a power in the world; but lacking political unity and 
military capabilities, it is not a world power.  

� As the unipolar moment closes, the new multipolarity will prove more stable if it can rest on a Euro-
Atlantic partnership that the other major powers can join but which they cannot weaken: If not with 
each other, with whom?   

� The transformation of Euro-Atlantic relations will take time. But if not now, when? In June 2005, the 
next U.S.-EU summit will present another opportunity to make the will credible, the efficacy 
convincing, and the vision plausible.    

 
Sixteen of the papers commissioned for the Wye Summit are being revised and updated for a book that Dr. 
Serfaty expects to make available through The CSIS Press later this year. 
 

The full Report is available online at the Brzezinski Chair website : http://www.csis.org/zbc. 
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Media Outreach 
 

“Handle Europe with Care,” Op-ed by Simon Serfaty. The Wall Street Journal 
Europe. June 8, 2005. http://www.csis.org/zbc/050608_wsje.pdf  
 
“The United States is going to have to strengthen its role,” Simon Serfaty 
interview. Le Figaro, May 30, 2005. http://www.csis.org/zbc/050621_lemonde.pdf  
 
Other selected media:  
� “Bush makes headway on transatlantic breach,” Simon Serfaty quoted, Edward Alden,  
Caroline Daniel and Guy Dinmore, Financial Times, June 21, 2005.   
� "Les Etats-Unis s'inquiètent d'une Europe repliée sur elle-même", Simon Serfaty quoted, Corine 

Lesnes, Le Monde, June 20, 2005. 
� “Europe’s Dream Deferred,” Quoted by Christopher Dickey, Newsweek, June 13, 2005. 
� “Europe Needs America’s Help,” Quoted by Bruce Stokes, National Journal, June 11, 2005.  
� “Les USA doivent réaffirmer leur soutin à une Europe unie,” Simon Serfaty quoted, Nathalie 
 Mattheim, Le Soir, June 7, 2005.  
� “Après le non au referendum,” Simon Serfaty quoted, Dorian Malovic, La Croix, June 4, 2005.  
� “On the road to unity, Europe loses identity,” Simon Serfaty quoted, Roger Cohen, International 
 Herald Tribune, June 4, 2005.  
� “France turns to ‘man of many talents’,” Simon Serfaty quoted, Toronto Star, June 4, 2005.  
� “EU dissonance puts snags in US agenda,” Simon Serfaty quoted, Howard LaFranchi, The 
 Christian Science Monitor, June 2, 2005.  
� “« Non » français. L'Amérique qui jubile et celle qui s'inquiète,” Simon Serfaty quoted, François 
 Clemenceau, Le Télégramme, June 1, 2005.  
� “Une UE affaiblie pose problème à Washington, selon des experts,” Simon Serfaty quoted,  
 Jérôme Bernard, Agence France Presse, May 30, 2005. 
� “UE: Francia; USA, Serfaty, un no che paralizza L'UE,” interview with Simon Serfaty, ANSA, May  
� “EU in Crisis,” National Public Radio’s “On Point”. Simon Serfaty participated in a  discussion on 

the failed EU referendums in France and the Netherlands. May 31, 2005. 
� Washington Journal, C-SPAN.  Simon Serfaty discussed the EU Constitution and the French 

referendum. May 29, 2005.  
 

  

 

The Vital 
Partnership: 

Power and Order 
 
 

By Simon Serfaty 
 

 
 

“At a time when Europeans 
and Americans are seeking 
to redefine their 
relationships, Simon Serfaty 
offers an eloquent defense of 
our long-standing alliance.  
For all our differences, he 
argues, Europe matters to 
America, and America to 
Europe, because 
overlapping interests and 
compatible values make of 
each the other's partner of 
choice.” 
 

-Senator Richard G. Lugar    
Chairman, Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee 
 
 

Foreword by Brent Scowcroft 
and pre-publication comments 
by Richard Lugar, Sam Nunn, 

Lord George Robertson, 
Seyom Brown, & John Hamre. 

 
 

Available online at 
RowmanLittlefield.com  

About the Zbigniew Brzezinksi Chair in Global Security and Geostrategy 
 
CSIS established the Brzezinski Chair in July 2003 to advance under standing in the fields of geostrategy, international security, 
European affairs, and global politics. Reflecting Zbigniew Brzezinski's achievements during a career including public service, teaching, 
and writing, the chair is awarded to a leading scholar in the fields of geostrategy, international security, and global politics. Simon 
Serfaty, Brzezinski Chair holder, also remains a Senior Advisor to the Europe Program at CSIS, where he was director from 1994-2004. 
 
 

 

Recent Events 
 
July 14 – Dr. Serfaty provided introductory remarks at a discussion hosted by the CSIS 
Director of Studies in honor of his new book, The Vital Partnership: Power and Order. Other 
panelists included Danish Ambassador to the United States, Ulrik Federspiel; Minority Staff 
Director of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Antony Blinken; and US Editor of The 
Times (London), Gerard Baker. 
 
July 11-13 – “The New France in the New Europe,” Foreign Service Institute, U.S. Department 
of State. Simon Serfaty led a three-day course on France and U.S. -French relations for Foreign 
Service Officers. A copy of the speakers and reading list can be found at http://www.csis.org/zbc   

 
July 6-7  – EU Institute for Security Studies Annual Conference, Paris, France. Dr. Serfaty 
discussed the theme, “New Bush-New EU-New Issues.” 
 
June 30 – World Affairs Council, Washington, DC. Dr. Serfaty was the keynote speaker for the 
annual Teachers of the EU workshop. 
 
 June 23 – Spanish Atlantic Association, Madrid, Spain. Dr. Serfaty was a panel speaker on 
“NATO Transformation: Generating Transatlantic Security in the 21st Century.” 
 
June 6 – CSIS Congressional Staff Forum, Washington, DC. Dr. Serfaty led a discussion on 
“Debating the Constitutional Treaty and Questioning the EU: What Next?” Read the summary 
at http://www.csis.org/europe/050606_summary.pdf  


