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A RE-CAST PARTNERSHIP?
INSTITUTIONAL DIMENSIONS OF TRANSATLANTIC RELATIONS 
orty years ago, at the peak of the Cold War, Henry Kissinger noted the “troubled” state of the 
transatlantic partnership, “the most constructive American foreign policy since the end of World War 

II.” A few years later, Kissinger called for new initiatives—“a fresh act of creation”—that would respond to 
“new problems and new opportunities” in ways equal to those undertaken by the postwar generation of 
leaders of Europe and America after 1945. The essays in this new volume, edited by Simon Serfaty and 
scheduled for release by CSIS Press in February 2008, do just that. 

A Re-Cast Partnership? Institutional Dimensions of Transatlantic Relations pairs two chapters written by 
leading authorities on transatlantic relations in each of four sections: The State of the States (Michael 
Brenner and Ivan Krastev), The State of the Union (Vivien Schmidt and Jolyon Howorth), The State of the 
Alliance (Hans Binnendijk/Richard Kugler and Benoît d’Aboville), and The State of the Partnership (Julian 
Lindley-French and Frank Kramer/Simon Serfaty). The goal of the book is not to reinvent either the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization or the European Union, the two main institutional dimensions of the 
transatlantic partnership. Rather, it is to recast them in ways that can make each better suited to the other 
and make both more effectively prepared to help their 32 members address the security, economic, political, 
and societal issues they face in common. With new leaders in place in Germany, France, and Britain and with 
elections in Russia, Spain, Italy, and the United States in 2008, the stage is set for change and a new 
transatlantic beginning in 2009. The contributors to this volume assess the current state of transatlantic 
relations, question where we are heading, and reflect on how best to proceed, offering an agenda for action 
for the emerging multipolar system of the twenty-first century. 
 
This book grew out of the Global Euro-Atlantic Dialogue, a two-year project on the United States, the 
European Union, and NATO that was directed by Simon Serfaty and which received support from the 
European Commission. Over the course of 2006-2007, this project involved over 100 scholars and officials 
representing 76 institutions on both sides of the Atlantic. A Re-Cast Partnership? is also a parallel volume to 
Visions of the Atlantic Alliance (CSIS Press, 2005), a book of fifteen original essays on transatlantic relations 
that was produced following a CSIS Think Tank Summit organized by the Brzezinski Chair in April 2005.  
 
With continuing support from the European Commission, the Brzezinski Chair is launching a new two-year 
project for 2008-2009 that will explore ways in which the EU and the United States can form an ever-closer 
partnership of immediate but lasting and even decisive influence on a comprehensive agenda of vital interest. 
The project will focus on five sets of issues: (1) the problems of stabilization and reconstruction, and the 
management of failing states; (2) the dilemmas of weapons of mass destruction, and their proliferation to 
rogue states; (3) the risks of energy scarcity, and their implications for affluent states; (4) the new modalities 
of global economic governance, and the role of transforming states; and (5) the challenges of climate change, 
and the survival of endangered states.   
 
Advance praise for A Re-Cast Partnership: 
 “Simon Serfaty has long been at the cutting edge of thinking about the future of the Euro-Atlantic 
community.  In A Re-Cast Partnership the essays he has compiled add up to a convincing and provoking 
argument that we are at another historical turning point, one little recognized by any of our presidential 
candidates. One walks away convinced that if we don’t understand the complex dynamics involved in 
redefining and relaunching the relationship, we will pay huge consequences globally as reduced players in 
our newly multipolar world.” -  Fred Kempe, President & CEO, The Atlantic Council of the United States  

Available for order in mid-February at: http://www.csisbookstore.org
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Selected Recent Talks of the Brzezinski Chair 
� “Cooperation on Global & Regional Security, ” Transatlantic Policy 

Network & Confederation of Indian Industry, Delhi, India, November 30, 
2007.   

� “A Re-cast Partnership ? The United States, France, and Europe Beyond 
Iraq, ” World Affairs Council Forum, Charleston, SC, November 27, 2007.   

� “U.S. and EU Perspectives on Global Issues: Transatlantic Relations in 
Transition?” College of Europe Seminar, Bruges, Belgium, October 26, 
2007.   

� “Edwin Fedder Memorial Lecture,” Alliance Française and University of 
Missouri-STL, St. Louis, MO, September 11, 2007. 
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The commencement of war in Iraq in 2003 was met with a variety of reactions 
around the globe. In Architects of Delusion, Simon Serfaty presents a historical 
analysis of how and why the decision to wage war was endorsed by some of America's 
main European allies, especially Britain, and opposed by others, especially France 
and Germany.  

Tony Blair, George W. Bush, Jacques Chirac, and Gerhard Schroeder were, Serfaty 
argues, the architects of one of the most serious crises in postwar transatlantic 
relations. These four heads of state and government were the victims not only of 
their personal delusions but also of those of the nations they led. They all played the 
hand that their countries had dealt them—the forceful hand of a righteous America, 
the principled acquiescence of a faithful Britain, the determined intransigence of a 
quarrelsome France, and the ambiguous "new way" of a recast Germany.  

"A masterful analysis of America and Europe: insightful, trenchant, brilliantly 
conceived, and elegantly written. Drawing his lessons from America's post-World 
War II engagement with allies in Europe, Simon Serfaty has captured with chilling 
precision the dilemmas and symmetries that will dominate America's and Europe's 
security concerns in this generation." 
—General Wesley K. Clark  
 
"Simon Serfaty shows why America has more to fear from a weak Europe than a 
strong Europe. This powerful account of leadership failure in four countries explains 
not only how Iraq split the West but what a new set of leaders must do to repair the 
damage." 
—Joseph S. Nye, Jr., author of Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics 
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About the Zbigniew Brzezinski Chair in Global Security and Geostrategy
CSIS established the Brzezinski Chair in July 2003 to advance understanding in the fields of geostrategy, international security, 
European affairs, and global politics. Reflecting Zbigniew Brzezinski's achievements during a career including public service, teaching, 
and writing, the chair is awarded to a leading scholar in the fields of geostrategy, international security, and global politics. Simon 
Serfaty, Brzezinski Chair holder, also remains a Senior Advisor to the Europe Program at CSIS, where he was director from 1994-2004. 


