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“We know that the nation requires more from our Intelligence Community than ever before because
America confronts a greater diversity of threats and challenges than ever before. Globalization…does
facilitate the terrorist threat, heightens the danger of WMD proliferation, and contributes to regional
instability and reconfigurations of power and influence.”

The Honorable John D. Negroponte, Former Director of National Intelligence,
Statement for the Record to the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, January 11, 2007

TERRORISM

Former Terrorists Attack Violent Jihad

Ali Imron, a member of the Indonesian terror group
Jemaah Islamiah (JI), has recanted his radical views
and renounced violence. A central perpetrator in the
2002 Bali nightclub bombing, Imron has stated that
the attack was the wrong kind of jihad. He has been
spreading this message through his sermons, which he
records from prison, and a book he is currently writ-
ing. Imron joins other JI members who, in coopera-
tion with Indonesian authorities, are striving to dis-
credit their former comrades. This group of reformed
JI members includes Nasir Abas, a top commander
who helped train hundreds of jihadis including the
Bali bombers, and Imron’s fellow Bali plotter Muba-
rok.

The support of former JI members, such as that given
by Imron, Abbas, and Mubarok, has been a key pillar
of Indonesia’s deradicalization program. This pro-
gram offers commuted death sentences and “soft-

measures” in exchange for information and public
denunciation of terrorism. In exchange for their coop-
eration, Imron and Mubarok, who both received life
sentences for their role in the 2002 Bali blast, have
allegedly been rewarded with family reunions, finan-
cial assistance, and, according to some reports, a
three-year stay at a luxurious Jakarta apartment. De-
spite the existence of similar programs in Malaysia
and Singapore, critics such as terrorist expert Zachary
Abuza, are skeptical of such efforts. According to
Abuza, de-radicalization programs are typically ad
hoc, underfinanced, understaffed, and not part of a
wider institutionalized initiative.
(Combined dispatches)

Iranian-Backed Terrorists on Trial in Azerbaijan
as Terror Arrests Ramp Up

The trial of 16 Muslim men accused of treason began
on October 8 in Baku. As members of the Northern
Mehdi Army, the suspects and their leader, Said
Dadasbeyli, allegedly received training and funding
from the Quds Force of Iran in order to replace the
secular government of Azerbaijan with an Islamic
one. Azeri prosecutors also accused Dadasbeyli’s
group of providing information about the U.S. and
Israeli embassies in Baku to Iranian intelligence.

Despite the attention the case has garnered nationally
and abroad, the trial is being conducted behind closed
doors due to its potential impact on Azerbaijan’s for-
eign affairs. In recent months, Baku has not only been
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delicately balancing relations with Iran, but also with
Russia and the United States. In September, Azerbai-
jan received President Ahmadinejad just days before
hosting a high-level Russian and U.S. delegation to
examine the suitability of the Qabala radar station for
the missile defense system. To further complicate
matters, Michael Hayden, the director of the Central
Intelligence Agency, visited Baku during the first
week of October for talks that were suspected to have
included Iran.

Although President Aliyev supports a state-
sanctioned form of Islam, Azerbaijan has recently
seen a growing number of Islamic extremist groups
operating within its borders. On October 11, the Na-
tional Security Ministry launched a manhunt in Sum-
gayit for a terror suspect who was planning to attack a
chemical production facility. As a result of this threat,
police presence was increased and several chemical
facilities were cordoned off. In another incident, au-
thorities detained several heavily armed Wahabi mili-
tants who were, according to the ministry, planning to
attack the U.S. embassy in Baku. This threat so
alarmed officials that the U.S. embassy, the nearby
British embassy, and the office of a large oil company
were temporarily closed.

For over five years, analysts and political scientists
have warned of the danger associated with the grow-
ing Wahabi influence in Azerbaijan. According to an
unconfirmed terror monitor estimate, the number of
Wahabis reached as high as 10,000 by the end of
2006. Novruz Mamedov, the head of the presidential
external relations department, ironically commented
that although Wahabis do not pose a great threat to
Azerbaijan, their complete absence would be better
for the oil-rich Caspian nation.
(Combined dispatches)

Chechen Terrorist Connection Found in Peru

In a bizarre story that recently came to light, a brutal
crime committed in the Netherlands led to the discov-
ery of a Chechen terrorist in Peru. On November 2,
2004, Mohammad Bouyeri, a Dutch Muslim radical
of Moroccan decent, brutally murdered Theo van
Gogh in retaliation for a film van Gogh made about
the submission of women in the Muslim world. While
investigating the crime, Dutch police discovered that
Bouyeri had connections to Kazbek Ismailov and Bis-

lam Achmedovich Ismailov, the son and nephew, re-
spectively, of Borz-Ali Ismailov, a businessman
whom the Federal Security Service (FSB) and FBI
believe to have financed Chechen separatists. Follow-
ing van Gogh’s murder, Achmedovich was appre-
hended in France and extradited to the Netherlands,
but Kazbek remained at large.

Dutch police eventually found Kazbek in the most
unlikely of places—a Peruvian jail. Between 2002
and 2004, Kazbek’s father, Borz-Ali, made 18 money
transfers, totaling 448,000 euros, to Daniel Eduardo
Yabbur, an Argentine living in Iquitos. Allegedly,
these funds were to be used to finance timber export
operations that Yabbur was setting up with Borz-Ali’s
funds after the two met in Spain. The story follows
that Yabbur and his partner, another Argentine named
Sergio Fonanella Bobo, were unable to account for
how the money was spent, and Borz-Ali dispatched
someone to check up on the operation. Sensing he had
been swindled, Borz-Ali stopped speaking to the two
Argentines and sent Kazbek, two of Kazbek’s cousins
and a fourth man to recover the money. On October
18, 2006, the four men broke into the house of Zapa-
ter Carlín, a close associate of Yabbur and Bobo, and
killed him. Police arrested Kazbek for his part in the
crime.

In September, Peruvian narcotics police broke up a
money laundering ring run by Yabbur, Bobo, and Bo-
bo’s brother. The ring had set up over 30 businesses
specializing in, among other things, timber export.
This revelation led Peruvian authorities to question
whether the money Borz-Ali sent to Yabbur and Bobo
was connected with terrorism instead of timber ex-
port. On October 17, the Peruvian attorney general’s
office announced that it was formally investigating
Borz-Ali. (Combined dispatches)

Mistrial in Muslim Charity Case

Amidst jury confusion, a mistrial was declared in the
case of several former leaders of the Holy Land
Foundation for Relief and Development (HLF). The
former HLF leaders stand accused of financing and
distributing more than $12.4 million to Hamas for
recruitment and propaganda through various Hamas-
run charities between 1995 and 2001. The mistrial is
considered a major setback for the U.S. government
and its post–9/11 antiterror finance efforts.
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All seven defendants, including Shukri Abu Baker,
HLF’s former CEO, and Ghassan Elashi, HLF’s for-
mer chairman, were charged with providing support
to a foreign terrorist organization, dealing in the
property of a specially designated terrorist, and con-
spiracy to commit money laundering. Additional
charges against two of the defendants included con-
spiracy to impede the Internal Revenue Service and
filing a false tax return for a nonprofit organization.
Initially, one defendant was acquitted on all counts
and two were acquitted on most counts. When the
judge read the acquittals, however, the jury disputed
them and it soon became evident that the jury was
confused as to the charges. A retrial is expected.

HLF, originally known as the Occupied Land Fund,
was founded by Shukri Bakri in 1987 in California.
The initial purpose of the organization was to raise
funds for Muslim victims of the Palestinian uprising.
In 1991, the Occupied Land Fund changed its name to
HLF and moved to Richardson, Texas. The HLF was
active in raising funds for the Palestinian Authority as
well as Palestinian Muslims in Israel and Lebanon. In
addition, the HLF sent missions and collected dona-
tions for operations in Chechnya, Kosovo, and Tur-
key. The HLF has called itself the largest Islamic
charity in the United States. While HLF representa-
tives do not deny the fact that it gave money to the
orphans and widows of Hamas activists, it claims that
the money was given on the basis of need and not the
political affiliation of the deceased.
(Combined dispatches)

Spanish Officers Arrest Cyber Terrorists

Spanish authorities arrested six north Africans sus-
pected of operating a terror cell that used Internet chat
rooms and online forums to promote jihad, raise
money for incarcerated terrorists, and recruit fighters
in several countries, including Iraq. The October 24
arrests signal the growing importance of virtual space
in the struggle against transnational terrorism. The
investigation involved security agencies from Swit-
zerland, the United States, and Denmark.

According to authorities, one of the suspects, an Al-
gerian named Abdelkader Ayahcine, had been col-
lecting Islamic charitable donations, zakats, at his
shop to send to Moroccan prisoners. Ayahcine had
previously been convicted of homicide and domestic

violence. The other suspects included two Moroccans
and three Algerians.

One day prior to these arrests, 22 people suspected of
running a network that recruited fighters bound for
Iraq were indicted by Judge Baltasar Garzon. One of
the suspects in that case, a Moroccan named Omar
Nakhcha, was also charged with assisting some of the
2004 Madrid train bombers’ escape from justice. To
date, 28 people have been put on trial for the Madrid
bombings. On October 31, 21 suspects were con-
victed for their role in the bombings before a special
antiterrorist court composed of a three-judge panel
and no jury.

Europe has increasingly been plagued with rising
Islamist radicalism and violence, particularly in Brit-
ain and Spain. According to the Spanish Ministry of
the Interior, between 2001 and July 2007, a total of
369 suspects were detained in connection with terror-
ist activities. Most of these 369 individuals were of
Moroccan or Algerian extraction. In some cases, sus-
pects had lived in Spain for months or years before
their arrests. Although Spain has not significantly al-
tered its antiterror laws since 9/11, the number of ar-
rests and convictions indicate the country has been
particularly aggressive in its pursuit of terrorists.
(Combined dispatches)

MONEY LAUNDERING

Iranian Anti-Laundering Legislation Criticized

The Paris-based Financial Action Task Force (FATF),
an intergovernmental body convened to combat
money laundering and terror financing, recently
voiced concerns over Iran’s lack of a comprehensive
legal framework to combat such issues. This lapse,
FATF argues, creates significant vulnerability within
the international financial system. According to Rick
McDonald, FATF’s executive secretary, repeated at-
tempts to engage with Iran on these issues have been
unsuccessful.

FATF’s worries were echoed within Iran when Ali
Kaveh-Firuz, a representative of the State Inspector-
ate at the Central Bank of Iran (CBI), voiced his con-
cern over Iran’s shortcomings in money-laundering
control at a seminar on organized crime and money
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laundering. Kaveh-Firuz estimated that there was
about $11 billion of dirty money circulating in the
Iranian economy. Compounding this problem, ac-
cording to Kaveh-Firuz, is the absence of a system to
identify those responsible for money laundering in
Iran.

The State Department’s new International Narcotics
Control Strategy Report (INCSR) states that although
Iran is party do the 1988 UN Drug Convention, its
legislative gaps to not satisfy the treaty’s require-
ments. The report also cites an estimate from a promi-
nent Iranian banker, most likely Kaveh-Firuz, that
money laundering represents approximately 20 per-
cent of Iran’s economy.

The CBI has issued anti-money-laundering circulars
that demonstrate an awareness of international stan-
dards. In 2003, the Majlis reportedly passed an anti-
money-laundering act that included customer identifi-
cation requirements, mandatory record keeping re-
quirements, and mandatory reporting of suspicious
activities. The act, however, has not been imple-
mented due to reported pressure by vested interests
within the government. Kaveh-Firuz attributes the
deadlock to issues associated with Islamic law. Al-
though Iran reported to the United Nations that it had
established a financial intelligence unit (FIU), it has
not provided any documentation or details on the FIU
and has not signed the UN International Convention
for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism.

Money laundering in Iran comes from narcotics traf-
ficking, smuggling, trade fraud, counterfeit merchan-
dise, intellectual property rights violations, cigarette
smuggling, trafficking in persons, hawala, capital
flight, and tax evasion. (Combined dispatches)

DRUG TRAFFICKING

Afghan Heroin Kingpin Sentenced to 15 Years in
Prison

Haji Baz Mohammad, the first person extradited from
Afghanistan to the United States, was sentenced to
188 months in prison in connection with narcotics
charges. Beginning in 1990, up to his arrest by Af-
ghan and U.S. counternarcotics agents in 2005,
Mohammad led an Afghan-based heroin trafficking

network that distributed millions of dollars worth of
heroin to the United States. The network smuggled
the drugs into the United States via suitcases, cloth-
ing, and shipping containers.

President Bush identified Mohammad as a foreign
narcotics kingpin pursuant to the eponymous act. Un-
der the act, the president is authorized to designate an
individual a foreign narcotics kingpin if they pose a
threat to national security, foreign policy, or the
economy of the United States.

Mohammad was motivated beyond capitalistic greed
and had an ideological axe to grind. In 1990, during a
discussion with other members of his organization in
Karachi, Mohammad stated that selling heroin to the
United States was jihad. He substantiated this claim
by pointing out that the network’s activities killed
Americans while taking their money. Mohammad’s
network enjoyed close ties to the Taliban, providing
funding in exchange for protection.
(Combined dispatches)

U.S. and Mexico Joint Counternarcotics Plan

On October 22, the United States and Mexico an-
nounced a joint counternarcotics plan. Dubbed the
“Merida Initiative,” the plan is designed to strengthen
Mexico’s counternarcotics efforts. The initiative calls
for an increase in U.S. counternarcotics aid to Mexico
from $44 million to $1.4 billion over the next few
years and an additional $50 million in aid for Central
American governments. President Bush included
$550 million in the supplemental budget request de-
livered to Congress last month as the first step in the
deal. The U.S. aid will provide Mexican law en-
forcement agents with advanced training, weapons,
aircraft, boats, and high-tech communications gear.
The aid package will complement the $7 billion Mex-
ico spends annually to tackle organized crime.

If the president’s requests are approved, Mexico
would become the second-largest recipient of U.S.
security and counternarcotics aid after Colombia,
which received $5 billion under Plan Colombia. Crit-
ics of the new plan have dubbed it “Plan Mexico,” a
pejorative parallel that highlights the perceived failure
of Plan Colombia to stem the flow of Colombian co-
caine into the United States. Another concern held by
the plan’s critics is that rampant corruption among
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Mexico’s police forces will undermine the measure’s
success. The plan, however, calls for strengthening
Mexico’s rule of law, though details on how this will
be implemented remain unclear.

Mexican officials state that no new U.S. personnel
will be deployed to Mexico, an assurance echoed by
Under-Secretary of State for Latin America Thomas
Shannon. Some reports, however, indicate that the
deal may involve the use of private U.S. contractors
to train Mexican troops. The use of private contrac-
tors is an extremely sensitive issue given the recent
problems with Blackwater, a private military firm
whose activities in Iraq are currently under scrutiny
by lawmakers. (Combined dispatches)

ARMS TRAFFICKING

Albanian Police Disrupt Arms Smugglers

Albanian police disrupted a well-organized arms and
ammunition trafficking ring when it arrested three
suspects in Ura e Palases, near the city of Vlore.
Alerted by information gathered from wiretaps and
other types of surveillance, police pulled over the
three Albanian suspects as they traveled from the
north to the south of the country in a blue Mercedes
Benz. Upon searching the vehicle, police found 14
cases of ammunition containing a total of 8,400
rounds, a Kalashnikov assault rifle, a shotgun, an
automatic rifle equipped with a silencer, and a case
full of detonators.

The original supplier of the arms was Munic Qoku, a
resident of Piqeras, a village near Saranda. Authori-
ties surmised that Kosovo was the most likely desti-
nation for the shipment, but the final buyer was not
known. It is believed that the ammunition was stolen
from military depots during the 1997 unrest and
stored in a secret location ever since.

Since its transition from communist rule, Albania has
been plagued by powerful organized crime networks.
While Albania has struggled to combat this scourge,
these efforts have been hampered by poverty and cor-
ruption. In March, Europol signed an agreement with
Albanian authorities to help the struggling nation cre-
ate a well-trained network of police officers to more

effectively monitor organized crime groups.
(Combined dispatches)

Weapons Traffickers Extradited to United States

Two Romanian men, Tareq Mousa al Ghazi and Luis
Felipe Moreno Godoy, were extradited on terrorism
charges to the United States on October 16. This was
the first time that Romania has extradited a terror
suspect to the United States. According to an indict-
ment filed in federal court, between February 2006
and May 2007, al Ghazi and Godoy participated in a
scheme to supply members of the Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) with millions
of dollars worth of high-powered weapons. Among
the armaments slated for shipment were thousands of
machine guns, millions of rounds of ammunition,
rocket-propelled grenades, and even surface-to-air
missiles. U.S. prosecutors are seeking the extradition
of a third individual, Monzer al Kassar, on the same
charges.

U.S. authorities built the case against al Ghazi and
Godoy through two undercover sources working with
the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA). The sources
indicated that they were procuring the weapons on
behalf of FARC for use against U.S. forces in Co-
lombia. Using e-mails, recorded telephone conversa-
tions, and recorded meetings held in person, the
sources gathered evidence against the suspects. This
evidence included a schematic of the vessel that was
to be used to transport the weapons, specifications of
surface-to-air missiles, and bank account information
in Spain and Lebanon. The two undercover sources
also provided al Ghazi and Godoy with over
$400,000 to finance the deal and Nicaraguan end-user
certificates to make it appear legitimate.

Al Ghazi and Godoy both stand accused of conspir-
acy to kill U.S. nationals, conspiracy to kill U.S. offi-
cers or employees, conspiracy to acquire and use an-
tiaircraft missiles, and conspiracy to provide material
support or resources to a designated foreign terrorist
organization. In addition, Godoy stands accused of
money laundering. (Combined dispatches)
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Chinese Nationals Charged with Smuggling

According to authorities, Qing Li, a Chinese national
living in Stamford, Connecticut, attempted to pur-
chase up to 30 piezoresistive accelerometers and ship
them to mainland China via Hong Kong. Piezoresis-
tive accelerometers, manufactured by the Endevco
Corporation of San Juan, Capistrano, are used to
measure the power of nuclear and conventional ex-
plosions. Homeland Security Assistant Secretary Julie
Meyers noted that accelerometers are frequently used
in missiles, smart bombs, and other major weapons
systems. Due to their application in high-tech weap-
ons systems, piezoresistive accelerometers cannot be
exported without the approval of the U.S. State De-
partment.

Li was arrested at John F. Kennedy International Air-
port in New York, as she checked onto a flight bound
for Beijing. According to court papers, between April
and October of 2007, Li and her coconspirator in
China negotiated the illegal export of the accelerome-
ters with an undercover Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agent in San Diego. Li and her
coconspirator urged the undercover agent to deliver
the accelerometers, which cost about $2,500 a piece,
directly to China where they would then be delivered
to a “special agency.” They informed the undercover
agent that if the accelerometers tested properly, large
orders would follow. Li’s coconspirator in China has
not been apprehended or charged. Li has lived in the
United States since 1996 and holds a green card.

Another Chinese national, Bing Xu, was charged on
October 27 with attempting to export military-grade
night-vision technology from the United States to
China. The charges allege that Xu, through his em-
ployer, Everbright Science and Technology Co., Ltd.,
of Nanjing, China, made arrangements to purchase
night-vision technology manufactured in the United
States. Xu and other employees used e-mail messages
to negotiate the deal with a U.S. company that Xu be-
lieved would circumvent proper licensing procedures
and ship the items to China. Because a previous re-
quest by Xu to export the night-vision technology had
already been denied by the State Department, Xu
traveled to the United States to complete the pur-
chase. He arrived in New York aboard a flight from
China on October 26, a day after $14,080 was wired
by Everbright for the purchase of the night-vision

equipment. Xu was initially taken into custody on
charges relating to false statements made on his visa
application.

Both accelerometers and the particular grade of night-
vision equipment that Xu sought to purchase are des-
ignated as defense articles on the U.S. munitions list
and cannot be exported from the United States with-
out written permission from the State Department.
The United States maintains an arms embargo on
China, and the State Department’s policy is to deny
the export of sensitive defense articles. If convicted,
both Li and Xu face up to five years in prison and a
$250,000 fine. (Combined dispatches)

U.S. Launches Counterproliferation Initiative

Alarmed by the marked increase in illegal exports of
sensitive military technologies, particularly those
bound for China and Iran, the Department of Justice,
with its various partner agencies, has launched a na-
tional counterproliferation initiative. The backbone of
this initiative is the creation of counterproliferation
task forces in U.S. Attorneys’ offices around the
country. These multiagency task forces will apply
prevention, cooperation, and coordination techniques
used in counterterrorism to the counterproliferation
mission. The task forces are also designed to enhance
cooperation among all of the agencies involved in ex-
port control, to forge relationships with affected in-
dustries, and to facilitate information sharing. The
Department of Justice will also provide additional
training for attorneys prosecuting what often prove to
be immensely complex and time-consuming cases to
litigate.

The Commerce Department has reported that more
than 80 percent of its export convictions in 2007 were
related to weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) pro-
liferation, terrorist support, or diversion to military
end users. Similarly, the Defense Criminal Investiga-
tive Service (DCIS) and other Defense Department
agencies have stepped up their investigative efforts to
protect critical military technologies. As a result, the
Justice Department has witnessed a corresponding
surge in export prosecutions. The number of export-
related indictments rose more than 50 percent be-
tween 2006 and 2007.
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Recent export-related cases have involved U.S. tech-
nology for stealth missiles, military aircraft compo-
nents, naval warship data, night-vision equipment,
and other restricted technology. According to a report
issued last year by the intelligence community, 108
nations were engaged in efforts to obtain U.S. tech-
nology. While the majority of the illegal exports dis-
rupted by the Department of Justice in the past year
were bound for Iran or China, illegal shipments to
Pakistan, the UAE, India, Iraq, Colombia, Sri Lanka,
Libya, and Syria were also halted.
(Combined dispatches)

ORGANIZED CRIME

Italian Mafia Diversifies

The shadowy N’drangheta mafia, one of Italy’s larg-
est crime syndicates, has traditionally made its money
from kidnapping, drug trafficking, and its many le-
gitimate businesses. These enterprises, which the
Times Online valued in May of this year at 40 billion
euros annually—some 3.5 percent of Italy’s GDP—
now allegedly include the trafficking of radioactive
waste. According to reports based on the testimony of
an N’drangheta turncoat, a manager at Enea, Italy’s
state energy research agency, paid members of the
mafia to dispose of toxic and radioactive waste
throughout the 1980s and 1990s. The waste, housed
in 600 drums, came from Italy, Switzerland, Ger-
many, and the United States and was slated for burial
in Somalia, where local officials had been bought off.
As it turned out, the vessel N’drangheta had lined up
to transport the material from Livorno only had room
for 500 drums, and the remaining material was alleg-
edly buried somewhere in Southern Italy. Authorities
have yet to locate the burial site.

More disturbingly, there have been recent rumors that
N’drangheta has dabbled in clandestine production of
nuclear material, including plutonium. While these
rumors suggest that foreign governments are the most
likely recipient of this illicit material, it is possible
that the mafia could supply terrorist groups. Nicola
Gratteri, an anti-mafia prosecutor in Calabria, has
confirmed that the Italian mafias are increasingly
working with terrorist groups. In one instance, inves-
tigators identified the Neapolitan Camorra mafia as a
supplier of fake documents and arms for radical

Islamist groups. While some reports suggest that this
symbiosis is nothing more than a mutually advanta-
geous arrangement, whereby extremists swap drugs
for weapons, Gratteri suggests that by making Italy a
vital logistical hub, the mafia is reducing the risk of
Italy becoming a target for terrorism. 

The N’drangheta mafia, though less known than the
Cosa Nostra or Neapolitan Camorra, is by no means
an unsubstantial operation. It controls banks, restau-
rants, shopping centers, construction companies, lux-
ury boutiques, supermarkets, nightclubs, and gaming
arcades across Milan and Lombardy. Approximately
two-thirds of its illicit gains are funneled back into
these legitimate businesses. Its 10,000 members,
many of them accountants, lawyers, and bank manag-
ers, have kept a low profile by largely avoiding vio-
lence. Still, N’drangheta hit men were responsible for
the murder of six Germans in August and, according
to Italian authorities, have been stockpiling weapons
in the event a turf war breaks out with rival groups.
(Combined dispatches)

BORDER SECURITY

Black Sea States Bolster Border Security

Representatives from Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine,
Russia, Georgia, and Turkey signed a cooperation
agreement to increase border security around the
Black Sea. The agreement is an effort to address drug
trafficking, illegal weapons trading, illegal migration,
terrorism, and the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, among other, nonsecurity-related goals.

The security improvements brought on by the agree-
ment will include new control and monitoring sys-
tems of the border-crossing area and an integrated
control center. Border checkpoints are also slated for
modernization with new equipment designed to spot
forged documents, weapons, explosives, radioactive
substances, and hidden people.

Over the past few years, the Black Sea area has wit-
nessed a marked increase in human and drug traffick-
ing, contraband trade, and terrorism. In 2007, the in-
ternational coordination center in Burgas reported
over 300 violations on vessels sailing in the Black
Sea. In a recent news release, Bulgarian interior min-
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ister Rumen Petkov noted a growing trend among il-
legal immigrants from Liberia, Nigeria, Cameroon,
Guiana, and Moldova to use Bulgaria as a transit
point to enter into Greece, Italy, or other EU states. In
an effort to combat these activities, the Bulgarian In-
terior Ministry will invest about 130 million euros for
border protection, police vessels, helicopters, drones,
off-road vehicles, and state-of-the-art communica-
tions equipment by 2009. (Combined dispatches)
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