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DESTINY.COM

Finding the right spouse has
never been easy, and Internet
matchmaking, dating and chat
rooms have arisen in recent years to
help young Muslims around the
world.

The sites, which appear in Arabic
and English, offer services from
matchmaking to advice on planning
a wedding. Personal advertise-
ments offer a fascinating window
on everyday mores, requesting for
example a spouse who is "beautiful
and God-fearing."

Many conservatives have accepted
the online matchmakers as an ac-
ceptable alternative to Western
style dating, as long as there is no
physical contact. Al Azhar, the
Egyptian authority on Islamic law,
has issued an edict permitting the
use of Internet matrimonial ser-
vices, provided that the girls' par-
ents are informed. Family members
are expected to chaperone meet-
ings between prospective couples.

Membership extends all over the
world, but the primary users and
target audience appear to be Mus-
lim minorities in the West who have
difficulty finding partners with simi-
lar values and customs.  At the
popular site Zawaj.com, fully 50%
of posted users come from the
United States, Canada and the
United Kingdom, compared to only
approximately 25% from all of the
Middle East and 13% from India,
Pakistan and South East Asia.

These services have not replaced
traditional methods of courtship,
but Naseeb.com was able to build a
database of 120,000 customers in
over 150 countries in just 8 months
of operation. Those numbers will
surely grow. ■

                - BH, 7/19/04

IRAQI PUBLIC OPINION
On June 21, the Middle East Program hosted a small briefing with researchers
from Oxford Research International on public opinion in Iraq. In a 90-minute ses-
sion, company director Christoph Sahm previewed the results of a nationwide poll
of over 11,000 Iraqi households that covered issues such as security, political affili-
ation, and attitudes toward democracy. The survey found that seven in ten Iraqis
considered security their top priority, and while a plurality of Iraqis hoped for de-
mocracy in five years or more, a single strongman who could maintain
order was the clear favorite for the next 12 months. Oxford Research released the
results to the public on June 28, and they can be viewed at http://
www.oxfordresearch.com/publications.html ■

Middle East

THE WELCOME RETURN OF IRAQI POLITICS

In recent weeks, the politicians have been edging out the technocrats in Baghdad.
Believe it or not, that's a good thing.

For most of the last year, Iraqi politics had been a great source of despair. When the
constantly warring, often corrupt Iraqi exile groups returned home last year after
the fall of Saddam Hussein, they remained constantly warring and often corrupt.
That should not have been a surprise, but to many it was.

The response of many in the Coalition Provisional Authority was to pine for a new
breed of Iraqi official-not only highly educated and English literate, like many of
those in and around the twenty-five member Iraqi Governing Council, but commit-
ted to national service and professional excellence rather than self-aggrandizement
and personal enrichment. In short, Washington's bureaucrats in Baghdad wanted
their Iraqi counterparts to be more like themselves. In the spring, they proclaimed
that the politicians were being jettisoned, and unbiased technocrats would assume
power in Iraq by summer.

The government that was announced in early June was nothing of the kind. Veteran
politicians took the prominent roles, and technocrats were scarcely to be found. If
Iraq is to be saved, however, it will be the politicians who will have to save it.

While there were many distorting aspects to the American presence in Iraq before
the handover, the most distorting one was this: Iraqi politics were a beauty contest in
which Americans were the only judges. Americans decided who could compete, and
Americans decided who could hold power. Alienating the United States could banish
even powerful players, while currying favor could result in wildly disproportionate
rewards. Perhaps most distorting, the beauty contest was conducted almost entirely
in the this slice of Baghdad known as the Green Zone, privileging the returning exile
elites who mixed easily with Americans and disadvantaging prominent local leaders
who mixed easily with Iraqis.

(continued on page 2)
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Links of Interest

By the time of the handover of power on June 28, Iraq had two major political problems. The first was an almost complete discon-
nect between national and local politics. Growing security concerns meant U.S. and even Iraqi officials huddled closer together
inside the Green Zone, isolating both groups ever further from the realities of Iraq. The second was that Iraqi politics lacked visible
Iraqis. A strange compromise in the early days of the Iraqi Governing Council rotated the presidency monthly among nine mem-
bers, virtually ensuring that no single leader would be able to emerge. The result was a widespread belief among Iraqis not only
that they were under foreign military occupation, but also that CPA Administrator Paul Bremer's power was unalloyed by any real
Iraqi participation. The arrangement helped prevent national politics from uniting against the U.S. presence, but it kept them from
uniting around anything else either. Iraqi politics were badly adrift.

It is comforting, then, that Ayad Allawi has emerged in the last month as the principal leader of Iraq. He has proven a shrewd
political operator, defining the Iraqi national interest and warning those who defy it that they will pay a price. His desires to offer
amnesty to those who fought against U.S. troops, to rehire dismissed military officers, and to rehabilitate many of the Baathists
purged by the CPA are clear signs that he intends to shrink the ranks of the opposition before he attempts to crush it.

Allawi carries a great burden, however. He is suspected by many to be a tool of the United States, a man whose ties to Langley,
Virginia, run deeper that his ties to Kirkuk, Baquba or Basra. For many Iraqis, Allawi has yet to prove himself as an Iraqi patriot.

In order to do so, Allawi will have to stand up to the United States and defend Iraqi interests. Yet, at the same time, he remains
reliant on the United States for military aid, intelligence support, technical expertise and economic assistance. Allawi needs to en-
sure that in demonstrating his independence to his domestic audience, he does not alienate vital foreign support. The looming
U.S. election complicates his task still further, because President Bush is likely to be averse to losing a showdown in the heat of the
campaign with the U.S.'s handpicked leader in Iraq. Yet, such a showdown is precisely what would do Allawi the most good.

Allawi's most important tasks are fundamentally political ones. He needs to assemble coalitions inside and outside of the country.
He needs to drive a wedge between his opponents, co-opting some and isolating others. He needs to inspire Iraqis to follow his
lead, and assure them that his vision for the future is the correct one. Perhaps most importantly, he needs to stitch together na-
tional and local politics, winning loyalty on the mass and individual level. To be successful will require awesome political skills.
Thankfully, the politicians are in charge in Iraq. Technocrats can build many things, but they cannot build a nation. The politicians
have a chance to make it work. ■

—JBA 7/19/2004

http://www.bentelhalal.com
Arabic and English-language Muslim chat site

http://www.naseeb.com
English-language Muslim chat site

http://www.csis.org/islam/0404_hunter_modernization.pdf
A new report by the CSIS Islam Program, Modernization and
Democratization in the Muslim World.
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