
economy.  
   

On 14 November a military court 
in Poznan charged six Polish sol-
diers with the killing of six Af-
ghan civilians on 16 August. If 
convicted, the soldiers could face 
a sentence of 12 years-to-life in 
prison. The accused were part of a 
Polish contingent of 1,200 troops 
serving with NATO’s 36,000-
strong International Security As-
sistance Force (ISAF). 
 

Slovakia 
On 12 November Slovakia took 
over the Council of Europe presi-
dency. The Slovak chairmanship 
of the Ministers Committee, the 
executive body of the Council of 
Europe, will last until May 2008. 
Slovak Foreign Affairs Minister 
Jan Kubis presented his coun-
try’s priorities, which include the 
promotion of human rights, de-
mocracy, and the rule of law, as 
well as supporting stability and 
security in Balkans.  

   
On 13 November opposition party 
Slovak Democratic and Christian 
Union (SDKU) nominated their 
deputy chair and former labor 
minister Iveta Radicova as a 
candidate in the 2009 presidential 
elections. Radicova would com-
pete against the current Slovak 
President Ivan Gasparovic, who 
is backed by government parties. 
SDKU leader Mikulas Dzurinda 
will negotiate with other opposi-
tion parties to support Radicova as 
joint opposition presidential can-
didate. 

joint Romanian-Hungarian gov-
ernment session in Sibiu on 14 
November. His Romanian coun-
terpart Calin Popescu Tariceanu 
welcomed the decision but added 
that there is a shortage of skilled 
labor in Romania as well. The two 
countries also agreed on the con-
struction of a high-speed train 
connection between Budapest and 
Constanta via Bucharest and to 
speed up the Nabucco pipeline 
project. 

   
Hungary’s OTP Bank will buy a 
100 percent stake in Russia’s 
Donskoy Narodny Bank (DNB) 
for USD 40.95 million, OTP’s 
Deputy CEO Laszlo Wolf said on 
12 November. The buyout of 
DNB, which has 46 branches and 
USD 89.3 million in total assets, 
is expected to be completed by 
early 2008. Besides Russia, OTP 
has branches and subsidiaries in 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Montenegro, 
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, and 
Ukraine.  
 

Poland 
On 10 November the Polish Peas-
ant Party (PSL) and the Civic 
Platform agreed to form a coali-
tion government. Together the 
two parties will hold 52 percent of 
the 240 seats, forming a slight 
majority in the Sejm. Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk nominated 
three PSL members to cabinet 
positions. Waldemar Pawlak, 
who heads the PSL, has been 
selected for the posts of deputy 
prime minister and minister of 

Czech Republic 
On 15 November Turkish Prime 
Minister Recep Taiyyp Erdogan 
started a two-day official visit to 
the Czech Republic. Counterpart 
Mirek Topolanek expressed sup-
port for Turkey’s EU aspirations 
and pledged to use the six-month 
rotating EU presidency that the 
Czech Republic will assume in 
January 2009 to push Turkey’s 
membership forward. Erdogan also 
met with Czech President Vaclav 
Klaus and participated in a busi-
ness forum.  

   
On 14 November the European 
Court of Human Rights ruled that 
segregating Roma students into 
special schools is a form of 
“discriminatory treatment” that 
violates fundamental human rights 
and the right to equal education. 
The ruling came after 18 Roma 
children accused the Czech Repub-
lic of unlawful discrimination by 
placing them in schools for chil-
dren with learning disabilities.  

   
Czechs and Slovaks celebrate 17 
November as the Day of Struggle 
for Freedom and Democracy. On 
this day in 1989 tough police action 
against students in Prague triggered 
the events that resulted in the fall of 
the communist regime in Czecho-
slovakia.  
 

Hungary 
From 1 January 2008 Hungary will 
open its labor market for skilled 
Romanian workers. The announce-
ment was made by Prime Minister 
Ferenc Gyurcsany at the third 

Slovenia 
Danilo Tuerk, a professor of 
international law at the Ljubljana 
Faculty of Law and former Slove-
nian ambassador to the U.N., 
defeated Lojze Peterle in the 
country’s presidential election by 
capturing just over 68 percent of 
the vote. The inauguration cere-
mony is scheduled for 22 Decem-
ber, a little over a week before 
Slovenia assumes the EU presi-
dency in January 2008.  

   
On 12 November Slovenian For-
eign Minister Dimitrij Rupel 
traveled to London and met with 
the former British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair to discuss the Middle 
East peace process. On the fol-
lowing day Rupel held talks with 
his counterpart David Miliband 
on the future relationship between 
the EU and the Western Balkans. 
Slovenian Prime Minister Janez 
Jansa also traveled to the UK and 
met with Queen Elizabeth II and 
British Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown.  
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Lithuania 
Lithuanian President Valdas 
Adamkus visited Sweden on 14 
November to discuss new energy 
projects between the two countries. 
Adamkus spoke at a roundtable on 
energy issues in Stockholm, where 
it was agreed on the need to inte-

grate the Baltic states into the EU 
electricity market. According to 
the proposal, the junction of 
Lithuanian and Swedish power 
grids will assure electricity supply 
after the closing of Ignalina nu-
clear plant in two years. 

   

Lithuanian Prime Minister Gedi-
minas Kirkilas traveled to France 
on 14 November and met with his 
counterpart Francois Fillon and 
President Nicolas Sarkozy to 
discuss bilateral relations, col-
laboration with the EU and 
NATO, as well as other regional 

Baltic States Update  
issues. Kirkilas’ agenda also in-
cluded a meeting with representa-
tives of the French business com-
munity to discuss investment 
possibilities in Lithuania. 
   
      Continued on page 2 

Featured Photo: Debrecen, Hun-
gary 



dressed cooperation in state aid, 
co-financing of EU funds, and the 
cooperation of the two states on 
common-interest projects. 

   
Romanian Prime Minister Calin 
Popescu Tariceanu believes that 
the current labor deficit in Roma-
nia may be addressed if Romani-
ans working abroad return to their 
home country. The Prime Minister 
also discussed government efforts 
to address the labor deficit, in-
cluding professional training, 
accessing labor from rural areas, 
and adopting policies to stimulate 
Romanians to return to home 
markets. 

nian Prime Minister Calin Pope-
scu Tariceanu and Italian Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi asked 
the European Commission to aid 
in the social integration of Roma. 

   
At the end of a joint sitting of the 
governments of Romania and 
Hungary in Sibiu on 14 Novem-
ber, five documents of coopera-
tion were signed. One declaration 
proclaimed cooperation on Roma-
nia’s accession to the Schengen 
area. The other bilateral declara-
tions dealt with the construction 
of a high-speed railway between 
Budapest, Bucharest, and the 
Black Sea, while the others ad-

decision has been made. Croatia 
still must continue with military 
and judicial reforms to satisfy 
membership requirements.  

   
A man wanted for war crimes in 
Croatia was arrested by U.S. border 
police on 11 November. Goran 
Pavic was crossing Ambassador 
Bridge from the Canadian town of 
Windsor to Detroit when he was 
stopped. The Croatian-Serb Pavic 
is accused by Croatia of having 
participated in ethnic cleansing 
against the Croatian population as 
member of a Serb paramilitary 
force during the Yugoslav war. 
 

Romania 
On 12 November, the European 
Parliament discussed the emer-
gency decree of the Italian cabinet 
permitting authorities to expel dan-
gerous immigrants from the coun-
try, which Romania feels targets 
Roma in Italy. EU Commission 
President Jose Manuel Barroso 
criticized Italy for its permissive 
attitude toward Roma camps and 
noted that Italy had never ap-
proached the EU for help on Roma 
integration. Barroso’s statement 
came several days after both Roma-

Bulgaria 
Bulgarian Prime Minister Sergey 
Stanishev met with his Armenian 
counterpart, Serzh Sargsyan, on 
13 November in Yerevan. Stan-
ishev’s visit was the first by a 
Bulgarian government leader to 
Armenia. Several cooperation 
agreements were signed to further 
economic cooperation and cultural 
exchange. 

   
Bulgarian Prime Minister Sergey 
Stanishev met with his Azerbai-
jani counterpart, Artur Rasizade, 
on 12 November, when agree-
ments on economic cooperation, 
antitrust policies, the protection of 
competition, and the avoidance of 
double taxation were signed. The 
two leaders discussed efforts to 
increase cooperation between the 
state gas companies Bulgargaz 
and SOCAR, in hopes that it will 
provide an added dimension to the 
Nabucco gas pipeline project. 
 

Croatia 
U.S. Permanent Representative to 
NATO, Victoria Nuland, told 
reporters that Croatia is likely to 
receive an invitation to join 
NATO at the Bucharest summit in 
April 2008, although no final 

Page 2         Select Briefing Europe East   

Select Briefing is produced by the New European Democracies Project at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), a private, tax-exempt institu-
tion focusing on international public policy issues. Its research is nonpartisan and nonproprietary. 
CSIS does not take specific policy positions. The CSIS New European Democracies Project monitors daily developments throughout the East, Central, and South-
east European regions. This publication highlights news in the new European Union (EU) member states, as well as in the countries scheduled to join in the next 
rounds of EU enlargement. Select Briefing team: Janusz Bugajski, Director; Ilona Teleki, Deputy Director and Fellow; Milena Staneva, Research Associate and Edi-
tor of Select Briefing; and Research Interns Besian Boçka, Peter Kovac, Akos Losz, Loren Puette, and Kim Schneider.  
 
© 2007 by the Center for Strategic and International Studies . 

Lithuania (contd) 
On 12 November during a visit to 
Yerevan, Lithuanian Defense 
Minister Juozas Olekas met with 
his Armenian counterpart Mi-
kayel Harutyunyan and an-
nounced that Lithuanian service-
men will receive mountain war-
fare training in Armenia due to 
the country’s suitable landscape 
for such operations. The two 
countries already have an agree-
ment to train Armenian cadets in 
the Vilnius military academy.  
 
Estonia 
According to an annual report 
released by the Cato Institute on 9 
October, Estonia is the first devel-
oping country to reach the top ten 
in economic freedom among 141 

global economies. Estonia is 
ranked eighth and experts agree 
that the Baltic country owes its 
current position to the progress 
achieved in the last few years. 

   
Seven countries have agreed to 
participate in the NATO Center of 
Excellence in Cooperative Cyber 
Defense that will be set up in Esto-
nia. The U.S., Spain, Germany, 
Italy, Bulgaria, Lithuania, and Po-
land have so far agreed and a final 
discussion on the agreement will be 
held in January 2008. The creation 
of the NATO cyber defense center 
became urgent after the cyber at-
tacks against Estonia earlier this 
spring.  

   

The Estonian School of Diplo-
macy will host training courses 
starting this month for young 
diplomats and civil servants from 
Ukraine, Moldova, and Georgia. 
The courses will offer participants 
the opportunity to learn from Es-
tonia’s experience in the acces-
sion process toward Euro-Atlantic 
structures and how it can be im-
plemented in their respective 
countries.  
 
Latvia 
 The Latvian government agreed 
on 13 November to increase its 
military presence in Afghanistan 
and to provide further weapons 
and ammunition to the Afghan 
forces. The statute for increasing 
the number of peacekeeping 

troops in the country stated that 
the Latvian contingent will reach 
a number of 200 military person-
nel serving in Afghanistan from 
the current 95 soldiers, and it will 
continue to participate in the 
NATO-led ISAF mission for the 
next six years. 
 
The Latvian government endorsed 
on 13 November a plan for sign-
ing a visa cooperation agreement 
with Hungarian authorities. The 
agreement on mutual representa-
tion by diplomatic and consular 
missions will allow both countries 
to represent each other in issuing 
visas as soon as Latvia and Hun-
gary start implementing all Schen-
gen requirements. 
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