
increasing speculation that Ruutel will also meet 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin on 22 
January. The meeting would be the first between 
the two presidents.  
 

Latvia  

President Vaira Vike-Freiberga has been criti-
cized by the Russian State Duma for her com-
ments about the Soviet occupation of Latvia at 
the end of World War II. Konstantin Kosa-
chyov, international committee head of the 
Duma, expressed his discontent with her views 
and his regret that Vike-Freiberga refused to sign 
a bilateral border agreement on Moscow’s terms.  

Czech Republic 
On 16 January, the United Nations 
Mission in Liberia expressed confi-
dence that the Liberian government 
would extradite a Czech national 
charged with illegally exporting 
arms to Iraq and several other 
countries. Even though the two 
countries do not have an extradition 
treaty in force, UN officials are 
hopeful the Liberian government 
will comply. Dalibor Kopp was 
arrested this week by UN peace-
keeping forces on the basis of an 
international arrest warrant. He had 
operated an illegal ammunitions 
production line and exported arms 
to Africa and the Middle East. If 
convicted, Kopp faces up to 10 
years in prison.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 17 January, a Czech medical 
team left for Sri Lanka to set up a 
mobile children’s hospital in the 
city of Galle. The seventeen-
member team will join a group of 
Czech rescuers. The hospital, 
called “Hope from Bohemia,” is 
expected to begin treating patients 
on 22 January.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 19 January, the Czech Deputy 
Prime Minister for Economic Af-
fairs Martin Jahn proposed a five 
point plan for the Czech economy. 
The plan includes: an economic 
growth strategy, health and welfare 
reforms, plans to improve the busi-
ness environment through a new 

Lithuania 
Lithuania will send 18 troops to Afghanistan 
for a mission scheduled to last six months. 
The unit will be deployed at the international 
airport in Kabul. Lithuania has been involved 
in NATO led ISAF operations since August 
2002, concentrating on security and protec-
tion of the airport and other governmental 
institutions.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 

Lithuanian legislators have expressed support 
for an independent panel to probe the back-
grounds of high-ranking state officials over 
past involvement with the KGB reserve. Led 

by the Liberal Democrats, a total of sixty-one 
lawmakers signed the proposal. The panel is 
an alternative to a proposed parliamentary 
commission, which was backed by opposition 
members but failed to gain majority approval. 
 

Estonia 
Estonian President Arnold Ruutel will visit 
Moscow on 21 January at the invitation of 
Patriarch Alexy II,  head of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church. He will be given the award of the 
International Foundation for the Unity of Or-
thodox in recognition of efforts to reconcile 
Estonia’s two Orthodox churches. There is 
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U.S.-led “coalition of the willing” 
in Iraq. Public support for Ci-
moszewicz stands around 16.7 
percent according to polls.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Prime Minister Marek Belka met 
his Japanese counterpart Juni-
chiro Koizumi  in Tokyo and 
discussed cooperation between the 
two countries. Belka emphasized 
the speed of growth of the Polish 
economy as a new EU country. 
The two leaders agree on the need 
for UN reform, on support for 
Iraqi reconstruction, and are also 
seeking trilateral cooperation with 
Ukraine in the field of education. 
 

Slovakia 
According to Slovak President 
Ivan Gasparovic, the upcoming 
bilateral summit meeting between 
U.S. President George Bush  and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
will be held at Bratislava Castle 
on 24 February.  The location was 
chosen because it will be simple 
to secure the surrounding area.  
The Slovak government has ear-
marked 205 million crowns ($6.95 
million) for security measures. 
This includes money for the pur-
chase of new security equipment, 
as well as extra pay for the esti-
mated 5,500 policemen and 400 
firefighters who will be on duty. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 19 January, the Slovak gov-
ernment announced a plan to send 

officials to train Iraqi police offi-
cers and soldiers. If approved by 
parliament, the program will com-
mence in February.   
 

Hungary 
Talks in Budapest on 17 January 
between Hungarian Interior Min-
ister Monika Lamperth and her 
Romanian counterpart Vasile 
Blaga resulted in agreement on 
ways to improve coordination 
between police and border control 
authorities. A program has been 
established in a joint effort to 
reduce illegal immigration and 
organized crime. The partnership 
will allow for a reorganization of 
border checkpoints and crossings 
in eastern Hungary, an essential 
ingredient of the Schengen criteria 
to be adopted by Hungary in 
2007. Hungarian Prime Minister 
Ferenc Gyurcsany, after meeting 
with his Romanian counterpart 
Calin-Popescu Tariceanu, also 
spoke of the formation of an an-
nual joint government session 
between Hungary and Romania, 
beginning this year in Bucharest. 

bankruptcy act, simplified tax 
laws, and increased support for 
science and research. Jahn feels 
that if implemented successfully, 
within the next decade it would 
make the Czech Republic’s econ-
omy one of the strongest in 
Europe. 
 

Poland 
The government adopted a pre-
liminary draft of the National 
Development Plan (NPR) for the 
years 2007-2013. The NPR is a 
program for Poland’s socio-
economic development designed 
to keep the economy on a path of 
high growth, lead to increased 
investment and employment and 
enhance the competitiveness of 
Polish companies. Of the 142 
billion euros earmarked for the 
program, EU funds may amount 
to a maximum of 73.6 billion 
euros; the state budgetary contri-
bution would be about 40.5 billion 
euros. The remaining 28 billion 
euros will come from private 
funds.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
The Social Democratic Party 
(SLD) announced that Wlodzim-
ierz Cimoszewicz , current 
Speaker of the Sejm, will run in 
the presidential elections this fall. 
Cimoszewicz has served his coun-
try as prime minister and headed 
the foreign ministry as Poland 
entered the EU and joined the 
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accession in 2007. Commissioner 
Grybauskaite in turn praised the 
government in Sofia for the suc-
cessful reforms and the budgetary 
discipline and she called Bulgaria 
“very solid financially” at the 
moment. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
 The draft amendments to Bul-
garia’s constitution which will 
allow foreigners to buy land in the 
country entered the National As-
sembly for deliberations on 18 
January. If the draft bill is passed, 
it would allow foreign nationals to 
buy land in Bulgaria as of 1 Janu-
ary 2007, when the country hopes 
to join the European Union. How-
ever, the right will be limited to 
citizens of EU countries or other 
states that have bilateral agree-
ments that grant the reciprocal 
right to Bulgarian nationals. Ac-
cording to the existing legislation, 
foreigners can own land in Bul-
garia only through a locally regis-
tered company. The constitutional 
amendments need a two-thirds 
majority in the 240-seat parlia-
ment in order to pass.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
According to official figures, 
Bulgaria’s GDP increased by 5.6 
percent in 2004, which makes it 
one of the fastest growing econo-
mies in Eastern Europe. The 
growth rate is expected to main-
tain the same levels for 2005 and 
2006, when Bulgaria’s GDP is 
anticipated to increase by 5.5-6 
percent annually. 
 

Romania 
Romanian officials announced on 
17 January that they will send 100 
infantry troops to complement the 
country’s 730-strong contingent in 
Iraq. Romanian forces are de-

ployed in several locations in 
central Iraq, where they operate 
under British, Italian and Polish 
commands.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 19 January Eugen Di-
jmarescu , vice-governor of the 
National Bank of Romania, an-
nounced that starting in April 
2005, Romanians will be allowed 
to place their money in banks or 
in shares abroad, while foreigners 
will be able to open accounts in 
Romania. Dijmarescu expressed 
his hopes that Romanian banks 
too could be regarded with the 
same confidence as the Swiss 
ones and asserted that “one euro 
in Romania will earn the same 
interest as in Austria.” 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Jonathan Scheele, head of the 
European Commission delegation 
in Bucharest said on 19 January 
that Romania would be able to 
join the EU on 1 January 2007, 
but he emphasized that further 
reform in the public administra-
tion and justice spheres is vital. 
According to Scheele, only 
through a better functioning pub-
lic administration, dedicated to the 
citizens’ interests, Romania could 
hope to fight corruption.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 21 January, the presidents of 
Romania,  Traian Basescu , and of 
Moldova, Vladimir Voronin, met 
in Chisinau and adopted a joint 
declaration for improving the 
bilateral relations. President 
Traian Basescu assured his 
Moldovan counterpart that Roma-
nia will strongly advocate in favor 
of Moldova’s progress toward 
integration in the Euro-Atlantic 
structures.  
 

trial in Croatia. The UN court has 
rejected this possibility, stating that 
Gotovina must surrender to the 
court in The Hague. The EU has 
stated that Croatia’s possible EU 
membership is contingent upon the 
arrest and extradition of Gotovina 
to The Hague, although Croatian 
officials have insisted that he has 
fled the country.   

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Croatia’s second largest bank, 
Privredna Banka Zagreb, received 
a loan of 75 million euros from the 
International Finance Corporation 
(IFC), the private sector wing of 
the World Bank. This investment 
will allow the bank to increase its 
mortgage lending and credit to 
small and medium businesses. The 
loan, which represents the largest 
IFC investment in Croatia, will be 
due for repayment over the next ten 
years. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
During a session of parliament on 
19 January, Croatian Prime Minis-
ter Ivo Sanader promised that the 
government would take steps to 
ensure the return of property to 
Serb returnees. Sanader praised the 
Agency for the Return of Property 
(APN) and stated that investiga-
tions were being conducted to ex-
pedite the lawful return of property.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
President Stjepan Mesic has pro-
posed the creation of a commission 
charged with defining the border 
between Slovenia and Croatia. He 
stated that the border dispute 
should be divorced from the issue 
of Ljubljanska Banka’s outstanding 
debt to its Croatian clients, as the 
two problems have proved insolu-
ble together. EU officials have 
stated that the resolution of this 
dispute may be necessary for Croa-
tia’s EU entry. 
 

Bulgaria 
At a 17 January meeting with EU 
Budget Commissioner Dalia Gry-
bauskaite , Bulgarian Finance Min-
ister Milen Veltchev expressed his 
country’s hopes to join the euro 
zone as early as two years after EU 
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Slovenia 
Slovenia’s Institute for Macroeco-
nomic Analysis and Development 
issued a report claiming that Slo-
venia is not likely to catch up to 
the average per capita GDP in the 
EU until 2025. This estimation is 
twelve years later than anticipated 
under the country’s development 
strategy. Slovenia’s current per 
capita GDP is 76 percent of the 
EU average. The Institute predicts 
that falling levels of economic 
growth will prevent the quick 
attainment of the EU average.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 17 January, as part of the EU 
peacekeeping mission, 117 sol-
diers from the Slovene Armed 
Forces 20th Motorized Battalion 
left for Altea in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. They are part of the 
larger EU peacekeeping group 
Eufor (EU Force), and will be 
based out of Tuzla’s Eagle Base. 
Troops from the Slovene 10 th 
Motorized Company will then 
return to Ljubljana.  
 

Croatia 
On 16 January, incumbent Presi-
dent Stjepan Mesic defeated 
cabinet minister Jadranka Kosor 
in the second round of Croatia’s 
presidential elections. Kosor rep-
resented the ruling party, the cen-
ter-right Croatian Democratic 
Community (HDZ), while 
Mesic’s candidacy was supported 
by eight opposition social-
democratic parties.  Both candi-
dates have backed Croatia’s up-
coming membership negotiations 
with the European Union, though 
Mesic is widely regarded as more 
pro-Western.  Mesic defined his 
primary goals as improving Croa-
tia’s economic situation by mod-
ernizing industry and conforming 
to the EU’s economic and social 
standards to ease accession. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
In a letter to EU leaders, General 
Ante Gotovina, the Croatian 
fugitive war crime suspect, agreed 
to surrender to authorities on the 
condition that he is guaranteed a 
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