
 
president also attended the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for the new Latvian embassy in Washing-
ton, D.C. On 28 February, Vike-Freiberga met 
with foreign policy adviser Zbigniew Brzezin-
ski, U.S. Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert, 
and former Secretary of State Madeleine Al-
bright and on 2 March she addressed a public 
forum at CSIS.  

Latvia 
On 28 February Latvian President Vaira 
Vike-Freiberga began an almost two-week 
tour across the United States. During her visit 
she will hold meetings with U.S. Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney and Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld to address bilateral political 
and business contacts, and the agenda for 
NATO’s November summit in Riga. The  

from five other nations. The 
United Nations Disengagement 
Observer Force (UNDOF) was 
created in 1974 to monitor the 
Syrian and Israeli border.    

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Poland has achieved a record 
number in foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) during the past year 
according to Prime Minister 
Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz .  Last 
year Poland attracted USD 8.7 
billion in FDI and the govern-
ment’s objective is to reach USD 
10 billion in 2006.  The biggest 
foreign investors in 2005 were 
U.S. firms IBM and Hewlett-
Packard, followed by the German 
company MAN, and Dutch-South 
Korean LG Philips. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 

A recent report by Eurostat shows 
that Poles are the most eager 
among EU nationals to travel to 
other countries for employment 
opportunities. A representative 
from the labor ministry, Janusz 
Grzyb, stated that this is a good 
sign for Polish workers, but the 
language barrier forces many to 
find jobs below their qualifica-
tions.  2005 is the year for Euro-
pean Worker Mobility and Poland 
plans to organize several confer-
ences and labor fairs. 
 

Slovakia 
At a press conference in Brati-
slava on 28 February Foreign 
Minister Eduard Kukan said that 
he disagrees with the U.S. and 
British positions concerning the 
future of Kosova. According to 
him, the international community 
should not put Belgrade under 
foreign pressure. He believes that 
a solution should emerge as a 

Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurc-
sany. Putin acknowledged that 
bilateral relations were heavily 
burdened by history, but asserted 
that thanks to ex-prime minister 
Peter Medgyessy, major improve-
ments have been achieved in the 
past few years. The leaders agreed 
that there are possibilities for co-
operation in areas such as energy, 
agriculture, and R&D. The volume 
of Hungarian-Russian trade has 
doubled in the last four years. 
During Putin’s visit, two demon-
strations were organized to protest 
the recently approved law in Rus-
sia that limits NGO activities.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 1 March Hungarian Prime 
Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany 
thanked President Putin in the 
Hungarian National Museum for 
the return of 136 priceless books, 
the oldest of which dates back to 
1404. Russia is still withholding 10 
of the most valuable volumes and 
is reportedly charging Budapest for 
“storage fees.” The books were 
stolen from Hungary by Soviet 
soldiers at the close of World War 
Two. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 27 February Agriculture Minis-
ter Jozsef Graf received a delega-
tion from the Austrian Agricultural 
Chamber. They discussed possi-
bilities for reform of the EU’s 
agricultural policy, as well as 
safety measures against the spread 
of bird flu in Europe.  
 

Poland 
A Polish contingent of 179 troops 
will depart for Syria this month to 
participate in a UNDOF peace-
keeping mission. The Polish 
troops will be deployed for 6 
months and serve alongside units 

Czech Republic 
On 28 February World Bank Head 
Paul Wolfowitz  officially recog-
nized the Czech Republic as an 
“advanced country.” Wolfowitz 
said that the country’s GDP grew 
by more than 50 percent in four 
years and exports increased tenfold. 
An advanced country does not 
receive loans from the World Bank, 
but the announcement is expected 
to increase investor confidence. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
visited Prague on 23 February 
where he met his Czech counterpart 
Vaclav Klaus.  The two leaders 
participated in a symbolic event 
where Putin laid a wreath at the 
memorial of fallen World War II 
combatants.  Prime Minister Jiri 
Paroubek and members of the 
Czech parliament later met with 
Putin and discussed bilateral issues. 
During Putin’s visit, the former 
President Vaclav Havel issued 
sharp public criticisms of Russia’s 
human rights record.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
The governments of the Czech Re-
public and Vietnam are discussing a 
construction project for a new ther-
mal power plant in the Asian nation. 
A contract for the power plant deal 
is expected to be concluded at the 
end of 2006 and construction will be 
carried out by the Czech company 
Skoda Praha A.S.  The cost of the 
project, which is expected to be 
completed by 2010, is estimated at 
USD 4.7 billion.   
 

Hungary 
On 28 February Russian President 
Vladimir Putin began a two-day 
official visit to Hungary where he 
met President Laszlo Solyom and 

result of agreement between the 
Kosovar Albanian leadership, 
which is for independence, and 
Serbian negotiators, who are ada-
mantly against it. Kukan also 
offered Bratislava as a possible 
location for negotiations on any 
level. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 

Ahead of the Slovak general elec-
tions in June, Prime Minister Mi-
kulas Dzurinda will visit Wash-
ington D.C. on 13 March to meet 
U.S. President George W. Bush. 
The two leaders will discuss bilat-
eral cooperation and particularly 
the issue of lifting U.S. visa re-
quirements for Slovaks.    

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda 
asked culture minister Frantisek 
Toth to put the sale of the Slovak 
National Theatre on hold. The 
decision to sell the building and 
land of the theater had been ap-
proved by the government as a 
result of insufficient public funds 
for reconstruction. Vladimir Me-
ciar’s party, the Movement for a 
Democratic Slovakia (HZDS-LS), 
threatened to propose the dismissal 
of the entire cabinet if the sale 
were not be stopped. However, 
Toth has already survived a no 
confidence vote held on 24 Febru-
ary.  
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Lithuania 
Speaking at a session of the EU General Affairs 
and External Relations Council in Brussels on 
27 February, Lithuanian Foreign Ministry Un-
dersecretary Oskaras Jusys stated that Lithua-
nia wants the creation of a common energy 
market to be a key issue at the upcoming meet-
ing of the European Council.  
   Continued on p. 2 
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U.S.-Adriatic Charter, in which 
they pledged to develop a com-
mon military strategy as part of 
their efforts to join NATO by 
2008. The three leaders also seek 
to intensify their economic ties.   

Romania 
On 1 March, Romanian Defense 
Minister Teodor Atanasiu an-
nounced that in a joint project 
with Greece, Bulgaria, Turkey, 
Cyprus, and Italy, Romania would 
form two battle groups for the 
European Rapid Reaction Force. 
The first battle group is expected 
to be ready by the end of 2007and 
the second one by 2010.    

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Romanian Premier Calin Pope-
scu-Tariceanu  met with Dutch 
Foreign Minister Bernard Bot on 
2 March, to discuss the forthcom-
ing ratification of Romania and 
Bulgaria’s EU accession treaty by 
the Dutch Senate, which would 
allow the two neighboring coun-
tries to join the EU by 1 January 
2007. Bot commented that Dutch 
and European officials consider 
with optimism Romania’s EU 
entry and follow closely the work 
done by Bucharest in the problem-
atic areas identified by the Octo-
ber 2005 EU monitoring report.  
The officials also discussed Euro-
pean energy supplies and agreed 
on the need for energy diversifica-
tion.   

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 25 February the Romanian 
government agreed to cancel 40 
percent of Iraq’s debt, which 
amounts to USD 1.7 billion.  Af-
ter the debt reduction, Iraq would 
have 23 years to repay Romania 
USD 977 million.  The govern-

ment’s decision came as a re-
sponse to the agreement signed by 
the Paris Club member countries, 
which calls for 80 percent reduc-
tion of all debts owned by Iraq.     
 

Slovenia 
On 1 March Slovenia introduced 
double pricing as part of its prepa-
rations to adopt the euro.  All 
prices and salaries will be shown 
in Slovenia tolars as well as in 
euros up to six months after it 
joins the euro zone. The two year 
pre-euro exchange rate mecha-
nism, which expires in June 2006, 
is the last requirement that Slove-
nia has to meet prior to entering 
the euro zone.    

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 2 March the U.S. State De-
p a r t m e n t  r e l e a s e d  i t s  
“International Narcotics Control 
Strategy Report”, which praises 
Slovenia’s efforts in fighting drug 
trafficking. The report states that 
the Slovenian legal and law en-
forcement agencies were very 
skilled and eager to cooperate in 
many joint operations against 
drug smuggling.    
 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
 
 

led to a renegotiation of the deal. In 
related developments, on 1 March 
Bulgaria signed a contract worth 
USD 48 million with Russian com-
pany RSK-MiG to upgrade its ag-
ing Soviet-built MiG-29 fighter 
jets. The modernization should be 
completed in 30 months. Both 
deals are part of Bulgaria’s ambi-
tious USD 1 billion program for 
military modernization.   
 

Croatia 
On 24 February NATO Deputy 
Secretary-General Alessandro 
Minuto-Rizzo met with Croatian 
Foreign Minister Kolinda Grabar 
Kitarovic and said that Zagreb is 
making good progress in line with 
NATO requirements. The two lead-
ers discussed specific measures 
with regards to judicial reform, 
refugee issues, and regional stabil-
ity. After the meeting Kitarovic 
announced that Croatian officials 
plan to launch a public informa-
tional campaign regarding Zagreb’s 
NATO bid and the benefits of 
membership.   

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 1 March the British Embassy in 
Zagreb announced that the UK will 
eliminate its visa requirements for 
Croatian citizens by the end of this 
month. Croatian Prime Minister 
Ivo Sanader welcomed the deci-
sion as a result of his government’s 
ongoing efforts to gain freedom of 
movement for Croatian citizens and 
Croatian goods.   

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 28 February the prime ministers 
of Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia 
met near Tirana to discuss regional 
cooperation and their mutual sup-
port for Euroatlantic integration. In 
2003 the three countries signed the 

Bulgaria 
On 1 March Bulgarian Defense 
Minister Veselin Bliznakov an-
nounced that Sofia is negotiating 
with Washington to establish a 
third military base in the country. 
The two capitals have finalized 
decisions on the joint use of two 
sites: the Novo Selo training range 
and the Bezmer airbase in south-
east Bulgaria. A formal deal will 
be signed in late April during a 
visit to Sofia by U.S. Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice .   

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Dutch Foreign Minister Bernard 
Bot visited Sofia this week at the 
invitation of his Bulgarian coun-
terpart Ivailo Kalfin . During a 
meeting with Bulgarian Prime 
Minister Sergei Stanishev, Bot 
asserted that the Netherlands sup-
ports Bulgaria’s EU accession in 
January 2007 and the Dutch 
House of Representatives ratified 
the Accession Treaty in February 
with an overwhelming majority. 
Bulgarian leaders commented that 
this is a very positive develop-
ment for the country’s EU bid. 
Fears had been looming that after 
the Dutch public rejected the EU 
constitutional treaty, Dutch lead-
ers would be reluctant to support 
further EU enlargement.    

¯ ¯ ¯ 

On 24 February Sofia signed a 
long-delayed deal with Alenia 
Aeronautica for the purchase of 
five military transport planes. 
Alenia should deliver the first of 
the five C-27J Spartan military 
transport planes by August 2007 
and the last one in 2011. Alenia 
won a government tender in 2005 
to supply Bulgaria with eight 
planes, but budgetary constraints 
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Jusys commented that an “efficient common 
European energy market would diminish the 
vulnerability of countries including Lithuania 
with no alternative connections.” He also said 
that the European Council’s meeting at the end 
of March should make progress in deciding on 
further actions to complete the establishment 
of the common European Union domestic 
market.   

¯ ¯ ¯ 
  

On 28 February the Lithuanian Christian Democ-
rats (LCD), who are not represented in parlia-
ment, asked the Prosecutor General’s Office to 
investigate the activities of the ruling Labor 
Party (LP). LCD Chairman Valentinas Stundys 
accused the LP of activities, which violate the 
Law on Political Parties. The LCD protests came 
after reports about the expansion of Vikonda, a 
company owned by Labor Party leader Viktor 
Uspaskich. LCD leaders stated that political and 
business interests should be clearly separated.  

 

Estonia 
Estonian Foreign Minister Urmas Paet said 
during a meeting at the EU Foreign Ministers’ 
Council in Brussels on 27 February that raising 
visa fees for travel to the EU contradicts the 
EU’s neighborhood policy. The issue of in-
creasing charges resulted from discussions of 
adding biometrical data to visa stickers. A final 
decision will be made at a meeting of the EU 
interior ministers on 27 April.   
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