
Iraq, and also has troops serving in international 
missions in Bosnia, Afghanistan and Kosova. 
The new defense minister also stated that he 
would like to replace compulsory military ser-
vice with a professional army.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 11 October the Estonian Rescue Service 
announced that it would dispatch a rescue team 
to Islamabad to aid the victims of the 7.6-
magnitude earthquake in Pakistan. Mati 
Raidma, the head of the Estonian Rescue Ser-
vice, said that the Estonian team would provide 
both medical and logistical help.  Contd. on p. 2 

stroyed in Lithuania or turned over to Russia. It is 
also unclear what sum Vilnius will demand as 
compensation from Russia, as the initial estimate 
of 2,900 euros was considered to be too low. 
 

Estonia 
On 7 October Estonian President Arnold Ruutel 
appointed Juergen Ligi  of the Reform Party to 
replace Jaak Joeruut for the post of defense 
minister. Ligi vowed to increase Estonia’s partici-
pation in international military missions in line 
with its responsibilities as a NATO ally. Cur-
rently, Estonia has thirty-nine soldiers serving in 

Lithuania 
On 7 October it was reported that Major Valery 
Trojanov, the Russian pilot who crashed his 
SU-27 jet in Lithuania on 15 September, was 
back in Russia and that Lithuania has dropped 
charges against him.  Had the investigation 
found Trojanov guilty of intentionally violating 
Lithuanian air space, he would have faced the 
possibility of two years in prison. Several ques-
tions have yet to be answered in the case. No 
decision has been made as to what will become 
of the SU-27 jet as Lithuanian legislation per-
mits two options: the fragments may be de-

coalition partner PO were going 
well and a government would most 
likely be formed on 31 October. 
According to Marcinkiewicz, one 
of the main objectives of the new 
government platform would be to 
improve economic policy. He 
stressed that Warsaw’s goals would 
be pursued in line with Poland’s 
membership in the European Un-
ion. 
 

Hungary 
On 13 October Prime Minister 
Ferenc Gyurcsany met French 
President Jacques Chirac in Paris 
to discuss EU issues and French-
Hungarian economic relations. The 
two leaders stated that the positions 
of their respective countries are 
very close with regard to the EU’s 
agricultural policy as well as the 
Union’s role on the international 
arena. Gyurcsany received a prom-
ise from Chirac that he will support 
Hungary in Brussels with reference 
to motorway construction. The cost 
of building new motorways is the 
main component of Hungary’s 
excessive budget deficit, which has 
brought Budapest criticism from 
the European Commission.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Hungarian laboratories have been 
working on a project to develop a 
human vaccine against H5N1, the 
virus that causes avian flu. In two 
weeks time, final results will show 
whether the experiments have been 
successful. Health Minister Jeno 
Racz is himself participating as a 
subject of the vaccine experiment. 
In case of a positive outcome, Hun-

new law would probably take ef-
fect by the beginning of 2006. A 
new provision was added to the 
legislation, requiring a health insur-
ance certificate from potential visa 
applicants.  
 

Poland 
In a tight race in the 9 October 
presidential elections, Donald 
Tusk of the Civic Platform (PO) 
emerged as a winner with 36.33 
percent of the votes. His main op-
ponent from the Law and Justice 
(PiS) party, Lech Kaczynski, re-
ceived 33.1 percent. The two can-
didates face a second round ballot 
on 23 October. According to an 11 
October poll by the Polish research 
institute TNS OBOP, Tusk leads 
Kaczynski with 54 to 46 percent.   

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 11 October, outgoing President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski visited 
the United States and met with 
President  George W. Bush to 
discuss the state of U.S.-Polish 
relations. The two leaders con-
ferred about the continuation of 
U.S. financial assistance for Polish 
military reform, as well as War-
saw’s role in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
At a joint press conference, Presi-
dent Bush congratulated his coun-
terpart on a fruitful presidency and 
expressed hope that the new Polish 
leadership would visit Washington 
soon after taking office.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz  from 
PiS, expected to become Poland’s 
next prime minister, announced on 
11 October that negotiations with 

Czech Republic 
On 7 October Czech Foreign Minis-
ter Cyril Svoboda met with Alyak-
sandr Milinkevich , the Belarussian 
opposition’s candidate for president 
in the upcoming 2006 elections. 
Svoboda expressed his country’s full 
support for democratization in Bela-
rus and asserted that Prague would 
like to help Minsk to join the Euro-
pean family. He also underscored 
that responsibility for democratic 
change in Belarus lies with the Bela-
russian people. Also on 7 October, 
Minister Svoboda met his Costa 
Rican counterpart Roberto Tovar 
and stressed Prague’s strong support 
for democracy and good governance 
in Cuba. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
According to figures released by the 
ministry of labor and social affairs, 
the September unemployment rate 
fell to 8.8 percent. This makes job-
lessness in the Czech Republic lower 
than in Belgium, Germany, Greece, 
Spain, France, Latvia, Poland, and 
Slovakia. Nevertheless, regional 
disparities remain high: while Pra-
gue and its neighborhood register 
3.6 percent unemployment, the rate 
in some parts of northern Bohemia 
runs as high as 22 percent. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 11 October, President Vaclav 
Klaus signed an amendment to the 
law on foreigners, which would 
tighten visa requirements for travel 
to the Czech Republic. The law’s 
main objective is to strengthen secu-
rity as a part of the fight against 
international terrorism. Interior Min-
ister Frantisek Bublan said that the 
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gary would be the first country to 
find a vaccine against bird flu and 
will begin mass production. The 
disease originating in Asia has 
recently appeared in Europe.  
 

Slovakia 
On 10 October, Slovakia was 
elected as a non-permanent mem-
ber of the UN Security Council 
together with Peru, Ghana, Congo, 
and Qatar. Bratislava’s mandate 
starts on 1 January 2006 and lasts 
through 31 December 2007. Slova-
kia was the only candidate from the 
East European region. Foreign 
Minister Eduard Kukan stated 
that he would like to see EU states 
on the council “proceed in a unified 
way and with a single voice”.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Slovakia will try to regain control 
over the Slovak oil pipeline opera-
tor, Transpetrol, 49 percent of 
which is currently owned by Rus-
sian oil giant Yukos. Economy 
Minister Jirko Malcharak did not 
elaborate on a timeline, but said 
that at present the Slovak govern-
ment is awaiting an official Rus-
sian response in order to begin 
negotiations. 
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EU research and innovation policy 
and focuses particularly on devel-
oping conditions for private sector 
investment.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 13 October, the European Com-
mission launched its Plan D – De-
mocracy, Dialogue, and Debate – a 
framework to initiate debate among 
25 member countries over Europe’s 
future.  The stated objective of Plan 
D is to promote agreements on 
policies that can better prepare 
Europe for the challenges of the 
21st century.   

the Council of Ministers to create a 
Pan-Euro-Mediterranean free trade 
zone. The zone will include all 25 
EU states and 16 trade partners, 
including Algeria, Bulgaria, Egypt, 
Faroe Islands, Israel, Jordan, Leba-
non, Morocco, Norway, Romania, 
Syria, Switzerland, Tunisia, Tur-
key, and the Palestinian Authority.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 12 October, the European Com-
mission announced that it is 
launching an initiative to promote 
innovation and research. The plan 
is the first integrated approach to 

pean Commission promises financial 
assistance of 7 million euro for an 
initial period of 24 months. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 10 October the EU opened nego-
tiations for a Stabilization and Asso-
ciation Agreement with Serbia and 
Montenegro. European Enlargement 
Commissioner Olli Rehn noted that 
this move might serve as a bridge 
between Belgrade, Podgorica, and 
Kosova. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 12 October, the European Com-
mission welcomed the decision of 

On 7 October European Commis-
sioner for External Relations and 
European Neighborhood Policy 
(ENP), Benita Ferrero-Waldner, 
signed the EU -Moldova-Ukraine 
Memorandum of Understanding for 
the European Union Border Assis-
tance Mission Program. The mis-
sion will start on 1 December aim-
ing to prevent trafficking in people, 
smuggling of goods, proliferation 
of weapons, and customs fraud by 
constructing new capacities for 
border management on the Moldo-
van-Ukrainian frontier. The Euro-

build trust and exchange experi-
ences in realizing the goals for 
NATO membership. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Foreign Affairs and European Inte-
gration Minister Kolinda Grabar-
Kitarovic met NATO Secretary-
General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer in 
Brussels on 7 October. Kitarovic 
presented some major reform ini-
tiatives undertaken by Croatia in 
line with its NATO candidacy. She 
specifically outlined issues related 
to defense spending and participa-
tion in peacekeeping missions. 
Kitarovic also urged Scheffer to 
recognize Croatia’s efforts to coop-
erate with Hague tribunal.  
 

Romania 
On 7 October Romania registered 
its first suspected cases of the bird 
flu virus in the southeastern region 
of Tulcea. The deaths of domesti-
cated ducks, as well as some mi-
gratory birds, raised concerns that 
the deadly virus, which originated 
in Asia, has reached the European 
continent. Virus isolation tests have 
been sent to a specialized labora-
tory in the United Kingdom, while 
the Romanian government has 
begun working on steps to prevent 

the spread of bird flu. Poland, 
Greece, Austria, Bulgaria, Hun-
gary, Ukraine, Bosnia, and Croatia 
have all announced that they have 
stopped the import of Romanian 
poultry.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 12 October Romanian authori-
ties announced that in order to help 
eradicate corruption in the custom 
authority and complete the reforms 
required for EU accession in 2007, 
they would consult the UK firm, 
Crown Agents. According to Vic-
tor Alistar, the director of the 
Romanian arm of Transparency 
International, the customs authority 
is “the country’s most corrupt insti-
tution.” Executives for Crown 
Agents have met with Romanian 
Finance Minister Sebastian 
Vladescu . 
 

Slovenia 
On 10 October Slovene Foreign 
Minister Dimitrij Rupel rejected 
Croatian Foreign Minister Kolinda 
Grabar Kitarovic’s proposal to 
resolve the sea border dispute be-
tween the two states through arbi-
tration. Instead, Rupel proposed 
that the issue be resolved through a 
bilateral dialogue.   
 

options for continued engagement. 
Kalfin also said that the conclusion 
of his country’s mission in Iraq 
would most likely result in an in-
creased Bulgarian presence in Af-
ghanistan, particularly as Bulgaria is 
expected to take over control of the 
Kabul Airport. Meanwhile, BGNES 
news agency quoted a recent poll 
conducted among Bulgarian troops 
in Iraq, showing that two thirds of 
them would like to remain in the 
country past 31 December. The 
remainder stated that they would like 
to return to Bulgaria when their 
mandate ends. Any possible exten-
sion of the contingent’s mandate 
beyond 31 December would need 
the approval of the National Assem-
bly.  
 

Croatia 
U.S. Under Secretary for Political 
Affairs Nicholas Burns declared on 
7 October that the United States 
would not support Croatia’s NATO 
membership until war criminal Gen-
eral Ante Gotovina is arrested. 
Burns is due to travel to the Balkans 
next week. Croatia is a signatory of 
the U.S.-Adriatic Charter between 
Albania, Croatia, Macedonia, and 
the United States, created as a tool to 

Bulgaria 
On October 8 at the NATO head-
quarters in Brussels, Emel Etem, 
Bulgaria’s deputy prime minister 
and minister of policy on natural 
disasters and accidents, met with 
Deputy Secretary-General Alessan-
dro Minuto Rizzo, Assistant Sec-
retary -General for Operations and 
Civil Emergency Planning Adam 
Kobieracki and U.S. Permanent 
Representative to NATO, Ambas-
sador Victoria Nuland. The offi-
cials discussed civil emergency 
planning and crisis response. Bul-
garia’s active participation in form-
ing NATO’s common policy on 
civil emergency planning was ac-
knowledged by the Alliance offi-
cials. Emel Etem and Ambassador 
Nuland reached an agreement on a 
joint initiative on sharing experi-
ence with flood management. Bul-
garia like the United States has 
suffered extensive flood damage in 
the past year.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
During an interview for bTV on 9 
October, Foreign Minister Ivaylo 
Kalfin confirmed that the Bulgar-
ian contingent would be withdrawn 
from Iraq by the end of the year, 
but officials are exploring other 
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Latvia 
On 8 October Latvian President Vaira Vike-
Freiberga visited Armenia for the first time 
since she took office. She was awarded the title 
of honorary doctor of Yerevan State University 
along with the YSU Gold Medal. In a speech to 
students and faculty, Vike-Freiberga described 
the many parallels shared by Armenia and Lat-
via in their post-Soviet developments.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 10 October, representatives from the Christian 
First Party in the Latvian government coalition 
recommended holding a national referendum to 
resolve any lingering border disputes with Russia. 
According to Ainars Slesers , minister of commu-
nications and a member of the party, the conclu-
sion of the border treaty would “set a fresh begin-
ning in relations with Russia.” The main border 

issue concerns the Abrene district, a region that 
was part of Latvia before World War II and 
annexed by the Russian Federation. The border 
treaty between Moscow and Riga has been 
stalled since May after the Latvian government 
passed a declaration that Moscow described as a 
territorial claim. 
 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
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