
that Estonia has the highest incidence of HIV 
outside of Africa. According to Harro, the 
“infection of people with HIV is out of control 
in Estonia.” In addition to the 3.2 million eu-
ros that it gave to Estonia for the years 2003-
2005, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS allocated 
an additional five million euros to help stem 
the spread of HIV in the country by 2007. 
There are a total of seventy-three people in 
Estonia registered as having full-scale AIDS.  
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violated international flight safety rules. In a 
related development, on 26 September Defense 
Minister Gediminas Kirkilas dismissed Jonas 
Marcinkus, the Lithuanian air force chief, from 
his post after security forces recommended that 
he no longer be allowed to view classified data. 
 

Estonia 
On 23 September, Maarike Harro, director of 
the National Institute for Health Development, 
revealed that according to the World Health 
Organization, about one in every hundred Esto-
nians within the 15 to 49 age group is believed 
to be infected with HIV. This statistic means 

Lithuania 
On 28 September, Lithuanian authorities an-
nounced the completion of excavations at the 
site where a Russian Sukhoi-27 fighter jet 
crashed on 15 September. The pilot of the air-
craft, Valery Troyanov, was questioned once 
again by the Lithuanian investigators looking 
into the details and cause of the crash.  Accord-
ing to one anonymous member of the Lithua-
nian inquiry team, “the need for another ques-
tioning emerged after the full deciphering of the 
black box data, because Major Troyanov’s pre-
vious depositions disagree with them.” The pilot 
is being investigated under the suspicion that he 

Belka stated that the Polish mission 
in Iraq has been a positive experi-
ence, as it has strengthened the 
Polish position internationally and 
within the EU. Nevertheless, Belka 
said that the majority of Polish 
troops would be withdrawn from 
Iraq by January 2006.   
 

Hungary 
On 28 September Finance Minister 
Janos Veres announced that the 
year-end public deficit is projected 
to be 6.1 percent of GDP instead of 
the original forecast of 3.6 percent. 
A number of infrastructure pro-
jects, as well as spending for pen-
sions and public-sector employees 
have contributed to the increase. As 
a result, Prime Minister Ferenc 
Gyurcsany said that Hungary’s 
plan to join the euro zone in 2010 
should be revised. Hungary’s Cen-
tral Bank governor, Zsigmond 
Jarai, noted that it was “entirely 
impossible” to keep the 2010 
schedule. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Budapest’s municipal court has 
declared invalid the privatization 
tender process for Budapest airport 
since the owner, the Hungarian 
State Privatization Agency (APV), 
had failed to consult with the labor 
unions. The sale was expected to 
be Hungary’s biggest privatization 
deal, projected to raise close to 
USD 2.4 billion for the state 
budget. Should the court uphold the 
ruling, the government intends to 
schedule a new tender.  
 

Justice party (PiS) won 155 out of 
the 460 seats in the Sejm with 
26.99 percent of the vote, followed 
by the Civic Platform (PO) with 
133 seats or 24.14 percent. The 
incumbent Democratic Left Alli-
ance gathered only 11.31 percent, 
which analysts attributed to recent 
corruption scandals. PiS and PO 
announced plans to form a coali-
tion and to embark upon reforms 
aimed at fighting corruption and 
fostering economic growth. Jaro-
slaw Kaczynski, the PiS leader 
who was expected to be the next 
prime minister, announced on 26 
September that he would not take 
the position. Instead, he nominated 
Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz , who 
currently oversees the parliament’s 
State Treasury Commission.   

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 27 September, outgoing Prime 
Minister Marek Belka announced 
that Poland would be able to meet 
the EU requirement of a three per-
cent budget deficit by 2008, which 
would allow the country to adopt 
the euro by 2010. Belka presented 
his draft budget for 2006, which 
met serious opposition from the 
Law and Justice party (PiS). 
Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz  of the 
PiS said that his party plans to 
introduce amendments to the draft 
budget in the next two months.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 28 September, outgoing Prime 
Minister Marek Belka met with 
U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney 
in Washington to discuss relations 
between Poland and United States. 

Czech Republic 
The Civic Democratic Party (ODS) 
declared on 27 September that it 
would not push for early parliamen-
tary elections as originally intended, 
due to the need to pass the 2006 
budget. ODS leaders announced 
instead that they want to see the 
creation of a committee to investi-
gate alleged corruption associated 
with the Unipetrol sale. Previously, 
the ODS had called for the resigna-
tion of Jiri Paroubek, Social De-
mocrat leader and prime minister. 
The Civic Democrats currently lead 
the ruling Social Democrats in opin-
ion polls, according to a STEM 
Agency poll released on 27 Septem-
ber. The same survey indicated that 
68 percent of Czechs oppose early 
elections.      

¯ ¯ ¯ 
South Korea’s Hyundai is planning 
to build a factory in the Czech Re-
public for about 50 billion korunas, 
which would produce 300,000 cars 
per year. The location of the plant 
has not been identified, however, the 
industrial zone of Nosovice in the 
Ostravsko district in northern Mora-
via could be a potential site. If the 
deal with Hyundai goes through, the 
Czech Republic would become the 
second largest per capita car pro-
ducer in the EU after Slovakia.   
 

Poland 
The 25 September parliamentary 
elections in Poland saw the lowest 
voter turnout since 1989, only 40.57 
percent. According to the National 
Electoral Commission, the Law and 
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Slovakia 
Vladimir Meciar, chairman of the 
opposition People’s Party-
Movement for a Democratic Slova-
kia (LS-HZDS), plans to push for 
early elections in April 2006. To 
achieve such an objective, LS-
HZDS would need 90 votes in 
parliament, but the proposal is 
currently supported by only 72 
parliamentarians. Prime Minister 
Mikulas Dzurinda’s party, the 
Slovak Democratic and Christian 
Union (SDKU), as well as the New 
Citizen’s Alliance (ANO), remains 
opposed to early elections. HZDS 
may have to seek the support of the 
SDKU’s two coalition partners, the 
Hungarian Coalition Party (SMK) 
and the Christian Democratic 
Movement (KDH). Analysts pre-
dict that the SMK and KDH will 
remain faithful to their coalition 
agreement. Meciar also called for 
an investigation into the 
“suspicious” transfer of two MPs, 
Karol Dzupa and Eduard Kole-
sar, from HZDS to ANO. He al-
leged that the two lawmakers were 
bribed to join ANO, a party that 
backs the ruling coalition, but both 
MPs reject the allegations.  
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September, Austrian Prime Minis-
ter Wolfgang Schussel said that it 
is “in Europe’s interest to start 
negotiations with Croatia immedi-
ately.” 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
Montenegro’s parliament voted on 
28 September to back President 
Filip Vujanovic’s proposal to pay 
war damages to neighboring Croa-
tia for the war in 1991. Opposition 
groups had been resisting the 
pledge for months, asserting that by 
paying reparations, Montenegro 
would admit responsibility for war 
crimes committed near the Croatian 
resort of Dubrovnik in 1991. After 
a four-day debate in parliament, 
Montenegrin lawmakers voted 36-
28 in support of the president’s 
proposal. Vujanovic pledged the 
post-war reparations as an attempt 
to improve ties with neighboring 
states, strained by the turbulent 
breakup Yugoslavia. 
 

Romania 
For the first time on 26 September, 
Romania’s Euro-parliamentarians 
took part as observers at the Euro-
pean Parliament’s Plenum (EP) in 
Strasbourg. The delegation con-
sisted of thirty-five Romanian 
Euro-MPs: twelve from the Social 
Democratic Party (PSD), which is 
affiliated with the European Social-
ists, five from the Democratic 
Party, which is associated with the 
European People’s Party (EPP), 
seven from the National Liberal 
Party (PNL), affiliated with the 
EP’s Liberal Group, and three from 
the Hungarian Democratic Union 
of Romania (UDMR), also associ-
ated with the EPP. One MP repre-
sented the non-Hungarian minori-
ties. Neither the Greater Romanian 
Party (PRM), which has five ob-
servers, nor the Conservative Party 

(PC), which has two observers, is 
affiliated with any of the EP’s par-
liamentary groups. All of Roma-
nia’s political groups strongly sup-
port the country’s accession to the 
EU in 2007. The mandate of Ro-
mania’s Euro-observers will end 
when Romania becomes a member 
of the Union.   
 

Slovenia 
Defense Minister Karl Erjavec 
announced on 27 September that 
the government has earmarked 
about  USD 85 million by 2010 for 
the modernization of Slovenia’s 
military. The plan includes the 
purchase of a new battleship, a 
transport plane, armored vehicles, a 
training helicopter, and a missile 
air defense system. Communica-
tions equipment, rifles and mortars 
are also envisioned in the spending. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 27 September police authorities 
in the city of Kranj in northern 
Slovenia arrested 10 people sus-
pected to be part of a drug and 
human trafficking ring. The arrests 
also provided information and 
evidence to help press charges 
against 17 other individuals. 
The operation constitutes a strong 
blow to a group suspected of traf-
ficking illegally over 300 people 
between March and September 
alone. Several of the detainees 
already have criminal records in 
Slovenia, Italy and Austria. 

resume on 4 October. Robert Loftis, 
senior adviser for Security Negotia-
tions and Agreements at the U.S. 
Department of State, will head the 
U.S. delegation during the consulta-
tions. Kalfin clarified that what is 
commonly referred to as “U.S. mili-
tary bases in Bulgaria” should actu-
ally be thought of as “military-
technical facilities in Bulgaria to be 
used jointly by the two countries.” 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 27 September the Russian Emer-
gency Situations Ministry sent hu-
manitarian aid of approximately  
USD 600,000 to flood-stricken Bul-
garia. Russian Ambassador to Bul-
garia Anatoly Potapov presented 
Bulgarian Disaster Management 
Minister Emel Etem with a personal 
message from Russian Emergency 
Situations Minister Sergei Shoigu 
suggesting intensifying cooperation 
between the Russia and Bulgaria in 
emergency and disaster management 
and relief. 
 

Croatia 
Croatian Prime Minister Ivo 
Sanader said on 28 September that 
he hopes all 25 EU member states 
will back the launch of accession 
negotiations with Zagreb, as Croatia 
does not want to cause divisions in 
Europe over the issue. His com-
ments were made in Strasbourg 
during his visit to the European 
Parliament. Sanader told journalists 
that the parliamentarians he met with 
strongly support Croatia’s EU bid 
and he expressed hope that his coun-
try will be recognized for the suc-
cessful reforms implemented in the 
past few years. Before returning to 
Zagreb, Sanader also met EU 
Enlargement Commissioner Olli 
Rehn and Council of Europe Secre-
tary -General Terry Davis. Mean-
while, during press interviews on 29 

Bulgaria 
Upon return from the UN summit 
in New York, Foreign Minister 
Ivaylo Kalfin announced on 24 
September that Bulgaria might 
postpone the withdrawal of its 
troops from Iraq. In accordance 
with a May 2005 decision in parlia-
ment, Bulgaria was beginning 
preparations for pulling out the 
380-strong contingent between 
mid-October and December. How-
ever, Kalfin stated that in New 
York he held talks with Iraqi For-
eign Minister Hoshyar Zebari 
who appealed to Sofia to keep its 
troops in Iraq until March 2006 to 
aid with the security for the 15 
October referendum and the 15 
December elections in the Gulf 
country. Bulgarian Army Chief of 
General Staff Nikola Kolev echoed 
Zebari’s concerns, saying that Bul-
garia should not end its mission 
during such a “critical period.” 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 28 September Bulgarian Fi-
nance Minister Plamen Oreshar-
ski announced that Sofia will likely 
pardon 80 percent of the debt owed 
by Iraq. Oresharski clarified that 
the Gulf country has an agreement 
with the Paris Club, which calls for 
an 80 percent reduction of the bal-
ance and rescheduling the pay-
ments on the remaining 20 percent. 
Iraq’s total debt to Bulgaria 
amounts to  USD 1.7 billion. Ore-
sharski said that he had agreed with 
Iraqi Finance Minister Ali Allawi 
that in the next few months a time-
table would be drafted for the re-
payment of the 20 percent remain-
der of the debt. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 28 September Foreign Minister 
Ivaylo Kalfin told reporters that 
the negotiations for the potential 
U.S. military bases in Bulgaria will 
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Latvia 
On 26 September in Riga, Latvian President 
Vaira Vike-Freiberga and her Moldovan 
counterpart Vladimir Voronin signed a joint 
declaration on security cooperation, especially 
in the areas of combating terrorism and organ-
ized crime. Vike-Freiberga also promised to 
support Moldova’s efforts to accomplish the 
evacuation of Russian troops from its territory. 
The declaration included a pledge by Latvia to 

assist Moldova in becoming a European Union 
associate member. President Vike-Freiberga 
said that it was Latvia’s duty to support stronger 
links between Moldova and the West and that 
“Latvia fully supports Moldova’s wish to inte-
grate into Euro-Atlantic institutions.”   

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 23 September the Headquarters for the Pro-
tection of Russian Schools organized a rally in 
Riga in support of Russian minority rights. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has made it 
a point to publicly support Russian minority 
rights in former Soviet republics. In an inter-
view on 27 September in Riga, Putin asserted 
that Russia “would spare no effort to help its 
compatriots” in Latvia and other Baltic states. 
He also said that he hoped that Latvian Presi-
dent, Vaira Vike-Freiberga, would aim to 
“create favorable living conditions for people 
no matter what their ethnicity may be.” 
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