
Poland 
The Polish Peasants Party has 
launched a nationwide campaign to 
collect signatures under an appeal 
to the Polish government for the 
immediate withdrawal of Polish 
troops from Iraq. The appeal will 
not have any legal impact, but PSL 
activists are hoping to gain the 
support of growing numbers of 
Polish citizens. According to lead-
ers of the Polish Social Democrats, 
the Polish contingent should re-
main in Iraq until the planned gen-
eral elections in January 2005. 
Disputes between some of the ma-
jor political parties reflect differing 
perceptions on the success of the 
stabilization mission in Iraq.  
 

Czech Republic 
On 30 August, Prime Minister 
Stanislav Gross announced that a 
referendum on the EU Constitution 
would be held simultaneously with 
the next regular general elections 
scheduled for June 2006. Gross is 
aware of the difficulties involved in 
ratification but is confident that 
Czech citizens will eventually ap-
prove the constitution. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 31 August, Foreign Minister 
Cyril Svoboda  told Czech diplo-
mats that Prague’s international 
priorities have not changed under  

the new coalition government led 
by Prime Minister Gross. The 
focus of the country’s foreign 
policy remains European integra-
tion, the trans-Atlantic alliance, 
good neighbor relations, the strug-
gle against terrorism, the obser-
vance of international law and 
human rights, and support for 
Czech economic and trade inter-
ests. Svoboda also announced 
plans for establishing a Czech-
German military unit within the 
framework of the EU defense 
structure to promote partnership 
and mutual trust.  
 

Hungary 
Following the resignation of 
Prime Minister Peter Medgyessy 
the Hungarian Socialist Party 
(HSP) overwhelmingly supported 
Ferenc Gyurcsany as his replace-
ment. However, it is the responsi-
bility of Hungary's President Fer-
enc Madl  to nominate a candidate 
for the post to parliament. Madl 
has said that he will make that 
announcement on 27 September, 
thirty days after Medgyessy's 
resignation. Medgyessy will con-
tinue as premier during this pe-
riod, but will not participate in 
government meetings or deci-
sions. Born in 1961, Gyurcsany 
was active in the Organization of 

on the European Constitution. Following cabinet 
discussions, officials in Riga reached the agree-
ment that parliamentary ratification is sufficient 
to allow the Constitution to come into force. The 
Centre Party, the biggest opposition party in 
Estonia, has indicated that they would support 
holding a referendum, but a majority of the par-
liamentarians find the ballot superfluous. 
 

Lithuania 
In response to a 31 August Russian-language 
broadcast by Lithuanian cable outlet Pervy 
Baltiisky Kanal, Foreign Minister Antanas 
Valionis has asked the chief of the Baltic 
state’s Radio and Television Commission, 
Jonas Liniauskas, to reconsider the appro-
priateness of broadcasting television pro-
grams in foreign languages. Tensions remain 
between Russia and Lithuania amidst fears 
that Russian broadcasts could be used as 
Kremlin propaganda aimed at regaining po-
litical influence in the Baltic region. As of 
now, no legislation has been proposed on this 
question. 
 

Young Communists, but in the 
1990s he turned to business. To-
day he has been cast as an HSP 
modernizer and is also one of 
Hungary’s richest citizens. He 
served as an advisor to 
Medgyessy between 2002-2003 
and was appointed to the HSP 
executive committee and became 
Minister of Children, Youth and 
Sport in 2003. 
 

Slovakia 
On 27 August, Johann Halmer, 
head of OMV’s office in Moscow, 
announced that Yukos’ proposal 
to build an oil pipeline from Brati-
slava in Slovakia to OMV's 
Schwechat refinery in Austria is 
moving according to plan. Con-
struction is due to begin at the end 
of 2004 or in early 2005 in order 
to start deliveries by January 
2006. Yukos is involved in the 
project through its 49 percent 
ownership in Slovakia's 
Transpetrol. The 60-km pipeline 
will have a total capacity of 
around 3.6 million tons per year.  

 ¯ ¯ ¯ 
Eurostat, EU's statistical office 
published data indicating that 
Slovaks are the most susceptible 
to falling below the poverty line 
out of all of the 10 new EU mem-
bers. The report claims that 21 

Latvia 
On 31 August, Latvia’s Cabinet of Ministers 
approved the Development Cooperation Plan 
for 2005 prepared by the Foreign Ministry. 
The Plan calls for Latvian support of countries 
committed to democratic reform and will en-
tail Riga sharing with transitioning states the 
lessons that it learned from its own transition. 
Aside from its philanthropic aspects, the Plan 
is also meant to give Latvia inroads to future 
economic partners as recipient states become 
integrated into world markets. 
 

Estonia 
The Estonian government announced on 2 
September that there will not be a referendum 

percent of the population in Slo-
vakia already lives in poverty, 
while the EU average is 15 per-
cent. At the same time, the Slovak 
Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Family announced it will submit 
its proposal to the government to 
increase the minimum wage effec-
tive 1 October from SkK 6,080 
(USD 185) to SkK 6,500 (USD 
197), an increase of 6.9 percent. 
The unions in Slovakia have been 
urging for at least SkK 7,190 
(USD 218) to compensate for the 
annual inflation of 8.5 percent, but 
Finance Minister Ivan Miklos 
asserted that the proposed in-
crease is sufficient. 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
According to the results of a poll 
conducted by the Statistics office 
and published in Pravda daily on 
29 August, Robert Fico, chair-
man of the opposition party Smer, 
enjoys 22.6 percent public sup-
port, which makes him Slovakia's 
most trusted politician. President 
Ivan Gasparovic ranked second 
with 14.5 percent and former 
Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar, 
chairman of Movement for a De-
mocratic Slovakia obtained 14.1 
percent of the vote. 
 

¯ ¯ ¯ 
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Baltic States Update 

Featured photo: Tallinn, Estonia  



Final Olympic Medal Count 
Ukraine—23 total medals 
Romania—19 total medals 
Hungary—17 total medals 
Belarus—15 total medals 
Bulgaria—12 total medals 
Poland—10 total medals 
Czech Republic—8 total medals 
Slovakia—6 total medals 
Croatia—5 total medals 
Latvia—4 total medals 
Slovenia—4 total medals 
Estonia—3 total medals 
Lithuania—3 total medals 
Serbia Montenegro—2 total medals 

Sevdalin Bozhikov without pro-
viding details for his decision. 
Margarit Ganev, deputy chair-
man of the Court of Arbitration 
with the Bulgarian Stock Ex-
change and member of the Inter-
national Court of Arbitration in 
The Hague, has been appointed to 
replace Bozhikov.  

 ¯ ¯ ¯ 
A small bomb exploded in the 
yard of a printing and publishing 
complex in Sofia in the early 
hours of 31 August. The complex 
houses the offices of several 
newspapers, including 24 Chasa, 
a privately owned daily often 
critical of the government. The 
crime department of 24 Chasa 
received an anonymous telephone 
call, warning that more serious 
attacks would follow unless the 
newspaper discontinues its cover-
age of the criminal underworld.  

 ¯ ¯ ¯ 
On 27 August, the press office of 
Sofia Municipality announced that 
the unemployment rate in the 
capital reached a record low of 
3.33 percent. The statistics also 
show that Sofia has the most dy-
namic labor market in the country. 
The national unemployment rate 
averages about 13 percent. 
 

Romania 
Romania announced this week 
that it is launching a border secu-
rity project for one billion euros in 
a massive effort to prepare itself 

for EU accession in 2007. Bucha-
rest has a stated goal of full com-
pliance with the Schengen acquis 
by December 2009, and to that 
end it has contracted the European 
Aeronautic Defense and Space 
Company (EADS) to implement 
an integrated security and surveil-
lance border structure. 

 ¯ ¯ ¯ 
Romanian Finance Minister Mi-
hai Tanasescu  announced on 30 
August that the government will 
manage to lower the inflation rate. 
Inflation stood at 14.1 percent in 
2003, and the government aims to 
lower it to 9 percent by the close 
of 2004. Boosted revenue due to 
economic growth and improved 
tax collection has provided for 
more flexibility in tackling infla-
tion. Additionally, the Finance 
Ministry projects economic 
growth at 6.5 percent this year.   

¯ ¯ ¯ 

Andrija Hebrang, at least 10 per-
cent of funds will be saved when 
the strategy is implemented within 
the Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare.   
 

Bulgaria 
With the National Assembly re-
suming its session on 1 September, 
Bulgarian opposition parties an-
nounced their agendas for the new 
political season. Parliamentary 
elections are scheduled for the 
spring of 2005 and the Union of 
Democratic Forces (UDF) will 
concentrate on election legislation, 
namely devising a law on elec-
tronic voting. Other UDF priorities 
include crime fighting, judicial 
reform, education, health care, and 
administrative decentralization. 
The Democrats for a Strong Bul-
garia (DSB) party will focus on 
preparations for the 2005 national 
budget and will demand more 
transparency from the government 
regarding commitments assumed in 
the process of European integra-
tion. The Bulgarian Socialist Party 
(BSP) signaled that it would seek 
the Movement for Rights and Free-
doms (MRF) as an election partner. 
The MRF vowed to seek the im-
provement of the domestic business 
climate and a rise in living stan-
dards.  

 ¯ ¯ ¯ 

Prime Minister Simeon Saxe -
Coburg Gotha surprisingly dis-
missed Deputy Justice Minister 
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Slovenia 
As Slovenia looks ahead to gen-
eral elections, the Slovenian 
Youth Party (SMS) has an-
nounced its goal of garnering at 
least 8 percent of the vote. SMS 
President Dominik Cernjak  criti-
cized the current Slovenian gov-
ernment on 30 August for being 
idle since accomplishing its goal 
of EU accession. The SMS plat-
form, which will be announced on 
10 September, will center on 
youth issues such as employment 
and the environment. In following 
a policy direction that Cernjak 
identifies as “modern European 
Green policy,” the SMS hopes to 
improve on the 4.33 percent sup-
port that it garnered in the 2000 
election.   

Croatia 
On 2 September, the Croatian 
government adopted a strategy of 
tighter financial control in the 
public sector in line with EU re-
quirements. The move is expected 
to prevent budget mismanagement 
and ensure more efficiency in the 
state administration. The strategy 
envisages the establishment of a 
Central Harmonization Unit for 
inter-departmental financial con-
trol. Furthermore, independent 
auditors will report any misman-
agement or inefficiencies directly 
to the respective ministers or 
heads of administrative bodies. 
According to Health Minister 

Southeast European Update 
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European Union 
In a document adopted on 3 September, the Euro-
pean Commission advocates better interlinking of 
the instruments for EU economic governance. 
This comes in response to a June European Coun-
cil request that the Commission generate propos-
als to strengthen and clarify the implementation of 
the Stability and Growth Pact. The purpose of the 
document is to set the stage for future policy di-
rection. The main focus centers on budgetary co-
ordination and surveillance to cope with differen-
tiated economic situations in an enlarged Union of 
25.  

NATO 
As part of NATO’s increasing involvement in the recon-
struction effort in Afghanistan, 1 September saw the 
arrival of a 30-soldier German contingent in the northern 
city of Faizabad. The unit—a Provincial Reconstruction 
Team, composed of international civilian and military 
personnel—will be working to facilitate the develop-
ment of a secure environment in provincial Afghanistan, 
even as sporadic fighting continues throughout the coun-
try. In the coming months, the PRT will grow to about 
85 soldiers in total, and will soon be joined by a tempo-
rary 65-man unit as part of NATO’s support for the 
presidential elections scheduled for October. 

Other Developments 


