
ters of the Polish forces in Iraq, 
was shaken by several powerful 
explosions. Lt. Col. Artur Do-
manski, spokesman for the com-
mander of the multinational divi-
sion,  said that among the seven 
injured in the mortar attack were 
three Poles and four people of 
other nationalities, including U.S. 
and Iraqi citizens. The lives of the 
injured are not in danger. 
 

Slovakia 
According to an article last week 
in the British Eye Spy magazine, 
Russian foreign intelligence ser-
vices were behind the attempts to 
discredit the Slovak Intelligence 
Service (SIS) in order to prevent 
Slovakia from becoming a credi-
ble NATO member. Although 
former SIS director Vladimir 
Mitro confirmed the accusations 
on 17 August in an interview for 
Narodna Obroda in Bratislava, he 
declined to provide specific de-
tails. He did assure readers that 
Moscow’s attempts to bring Slo-
vakia into disrepute were mostly 
unsuccessful. According to an-
other report in Narodna Obroda 
on 16 August, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, and Slovakia, all new 
NATO and EU members, expelled 

Poland 
In a speech marking Army Day on 
15 August in Warsaw, President  
Aleksander Kwasniewski an-
nounced that the government wants 
to reduce the number of its troops 
in Iraq by the end of the year. How-
ever, he stressed that such plans 
would not mean a reversal in for-
eign policy and that complete with-
drawal would have extremely nega-
tive consequences for Poland’s 
security and credibility. Defense 
Minister Jerzy Szmajdzinski sig-
naled that the Polish contingent 
could be downsized, but offered no 
specific numbers. At the same time 
Deputy Defense Minister Janusz 
Zemke disclosed that up to 1,000 
soldiers could be withdrawn, leav-
ing a reserve unit of 1,500 in Iraq. 
Recent polling data by the daily 
Gazeta Wyborcza indicated a de-
cline in public support for Polish 
participation in the Iraqi mission. 
Nevertheless, the government is not 
expected to make a final decision 
until after the Warsaw-sponsored 
conference in September for the 
countries involved in the multina-
tional force.  

¯ ¯ ¯ 
At least seven people were injured 
when Babylon camp, the headquar-

During the meeting, Latvian President  Vaira 
Vike-Freiberga thanked the Washington for its 
support of Latvia during Soviet occupation. The 
Congressional delegation is also meeting with 
Latvian Prime Minister Indulis Emsis before 
continuing on their trip through Germany, Hun-
gary, Estonia, and Lithuania. 

¯ ̄  ̄  

The new Latvian Foreign Minister Artis Pabriks 
rejected the creation of a new intergovernmental 
commission with Russia. He underscored that 
obstacles still remain in establishing a function-
ing relationship with Moscow. Pabriks suggested 
that Russia could help ease tensions by issuing 
an “objective assessment” of its occupation of 
Latvia after World War Two.   

Estonia 
Estonia gained further prominence within the 
EU this week, when EU Commission Presi-
dent Jose Manuel Durao Barroso of Portu-
gal named Estonia’s Siim Kallas as his vice 
president of administrative affairs, auditing 
and anti-fraud. Kallas will join a high-profile 
five-member vice presidency, which also 
includes Sweden’s Margot Wallstrom, Ger-
many’s Guenter Verheugen, Jacques Bar-
rot of France, and Italy’s Rocco Buttiglione . 
 

Lithuania 
In an interview published in the 18 August 
issue of Moscow’s Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
Lithuanian President  Valdas Adamkus reas-

Featured photo: Budapest, Hungary 

a total of eight Russian diplomats 
for espionage activities during the  
past four months.  
 

Czech Republic 
Prime Minister Stanislav Gross 
has decided to dismiss Pavel 
Pribyl as head of the Office of the 
Government only if presented 
with conclusive evidence that he 
collaborated with the communist 
regime in 1989. On 17 August, a 
group of prominent Czech artists 
and dissidents protested Gross’s 
decision from last week to appoint 
Pribyl to the post. Pribyl allegedly 
headed a communist police unit 
that was involved in attacking 
anti-communist protestors in the 
streets of Prague in January 1989. 
Prime Minister Gross rejected 
these claims, asserting that Pribyl 
had passed the Interior Ministry’s 
standard screening procedures 
required for all state employees. 
The background check evidently 
showed no “significant” collabo-
ration with the communist regime.  
 

Hungary 
To avert a political crisis with its 
junior coalition partner, the Alli-
ance of Free Democrats (AFD), 
the Socialist Party leadership 
accepted Prime Minister Peter 

serted that his country has no immediate plans 
to host a NATO military base. The announce-
ment came on the heels of Russian concerns 
over four NATO warplanes currently based in 
Lithuania and used for patrolling functions. 
Adamkus reassured his neighbors that as an 
equal NATO member, Lithuania intends to 
undertake “all commitments related to mem-
bership in the alliance,” but will not do so “at 
the expense of other countries’ security.” 
 

Latvia 
On 18-19 August, a U.S. Congressional dele-
gation, led by Congressman John Duncan, 
Jr., met with Latvian officials to discuss U.S.-
Latvian cooperation in international affairs. 

Medgyessy’s resignation on 19 
August. It undertook to nominate 
his replacement by next week. 
Medgyessy’s ouster followed his 
attempt on 18 August to dismiss 
Economics Minister Istvan Csil-
lag, who was backed by the AFD. 
Although the Free Democrats 
only hold 20 seats in the 386-seat 
parliament, they ensure the coali-
tion’s 10-seat majority over the 
center-right opposition. 
Medgyessy will remain prime 
minister until parliament passes a 
no-confidence vote with a simple 
majority. According to Socialist 
Party  President Laszlo Kovacs, 
the vote will most probably be 
held on 6 September.  

Central European Update 
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Baltic States Update 



Southeast European Update 
has officially announced his can-
didacy. This comes following the 
recent adoption of a controversial 
PSD proposal allowing a sitting 
president to run as an independent 
candidate. Some fear that the new 
measure releases the president 
from his duty as a neutral media-
tor between all parties. The debate 
on this issue will feature promi-
nently in the upcoming elections. 

 
¯ ¯ ¯ 

On 16 August, the newly founded 
Credit Rating Bureau (CRB) be-
gan operations in Romania. De-
signed to ensure compliance with 
recent changes to National Bank 
regulations, the CRB will provide 
banks with information on current 
debtors and will eventually supply 
banks with scoring information.  
The bureau is set to be fully func-
tional by 2006, although a 
stronger legal framework will be 
required to meet that target date. 

new panel of judges. The EU will 
be looking very closely at the han-
dling of the second trial in order to 
gauge the credibility of the Croa-
tian judiciary.   
 

Bulgaria  
Foreign Minister Solomon Passy 
announced on 19 August that 
NATO has decided to make Bul-
garia a liaison country between the 
Alliance and Georgia. The decision 
is particularly important in view of 
the tense situation in Georgia’s 
breakaway South Ossetia region. In 
his capacity as a Chairman-in-
Office of the OSCE, Passy con-
vened a special session of the 
OSCE Permanent Council on 18 
August in Vienna at the request of 
the Georgian authorities. 
 

Romania 
Preparations for Romania’s na-
tional elections in the fall continue 
apace.  President Ion Iliescu  has 
been cleared to compete in the 
ballot, but he has still to issue an 
official announcement. Prime Min-
ister and Social Democratic Party 
(PSD) president Adrian Nastase 
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Slovenia 
Slovenia’s Janez Potocnik may 
become Europe’s next commis-
sioner for science and research. 
As a former Minister of European 
affairs, Potocnik served as lead 
negotiator for Slovenia’s entry 
into the European Union. Potoc-
nik is a former economics profes-
sor and is a current co-
commissioner for EU enlarge-
ment. Since coming to Brussels, 
he has worked closely with 
Guenter Verheugen on issues 
relating to the status of the south 
Caucasus.    

Croatia 
In a move that will further en-
hance Croatia’s credibility as a 
viable EU candidate, the Supreme 
Court of that country has ordered 
the retrial of eight men previously 
acquitted of war crimes. In No-
vember 2002, the County Court in 
Split exonerated eight former 
military police officers for beating 
and killing ethnic Serbs. The Su-
preme Court has returned the case 
to the court of first instance, but 
the retrial must be held before a  Featured Photo: Maribor, Slovenia  

Other Developments  

Country 
   

Total Country 
   

Total 

 UKR 5 1 2 8 
 BUL 1 0 2 3 

 HUN 2 3 1 6 
 CZE 0 1 2 3 

 SVK 2 2 1 5 
 CRO  0 1 1 2 

 ROM 2 0 2 4 
 SCG 0 1 0 1 

 POL 1 2 1 4 
 EST 0 0 1 1 

 BLR 1 1 3 5 
 SLO 0 0 1 1 

NATO 
The core of a NATO Training Implementation 
Mission departed this week from Naples, 
bound for Iraq to assist that government in 
developing its security infrastructure. Pursuant 

tactical and technical assistance so as to give 
the Iraqi authorities the tools to maintain secu-
rity in a highly instable transitioning state. 

 
¯ ¯ ¯ 

to UN Resolution 1546, NATO is sending a 
50-man team, led by Major General Carel 
Hilderink of the Netherlands, as a response to 
a specific request by the new Iraqi govern-
ment. The goal of the mission is to provide 


