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OVERVIEW 

• As most polls prior to the election had predicted, the second round will match former president Carlos 
Menem against Santa Cruz governor Néstor Kirchner. 

• First-round results seem to confirm the shift of the Argentine electorate toward candidates with more 
conservative economic policies. 

Voter turnout for the April 27 elections was among the 
highest in record: about 80 percent of the total population 
eighteen years old and older. 

The number of empty ballot envelopes was less than 1 
percent, and votes annulled were within the normal 
margins in any election. All of this indicates that the 
protest vote (“voto bronca”), which was so high in the 
2001 congressional elections, was not a factor in this 
election. The large number of candidates—and the 
exceptionally high number of candidates with the 
possibility of reaching the second round presidency on 
May 18 in particular—may have convinced electors to cast 
positive votes. 

Expectations about outbreaks of violence did not 
materialize and, possibly because the final decision was 
postponed until May 18, there were no major rallies or 
demonstrations. Rumors about fraud proved invalid, and 
worries about the possibility of a protracted judicial battle 
over the results were averted by the clear difference (more 
than 5 percent) between the second- and the third- ranking 
candidates. 

In spite of all doubts raised about the reliability of polls, 

the second round will match former president Carlos 
Menem against the governor of Santa Cruz, Néstor 
Kirchner. Most polls prior to the election seemed to 
agree on this general result, although with a wide range 
of estimated percentages attributed to each candidate, as 
I indicated in my article “Polls Apart.”  

The margin of difference in Menem’s lead over the next 
highest vote-getter was smaller than most pollsters had 
predicted and much smaller than Menem himself 
expected, as evidenced by his angry remarks Sunday 
night, much smaller  

When “Polls Apart” was published in April, former 
minister of defense and of the economy, Ricardo López 
Murphy, appeared tied in fourth place with Deputy Elisa 
“Lilita” Carrió with each candidate having about 12 
percent of the vote, but his support was clearly growing. 
He evidently is the most striking and promising 
phenomenon of this election with more than 16 percent 
of the vote despite the fact that Carrió was not only able 
to retain the support she had then but also increase it to 
more than 14 percent. As I then predicted, if the non-
Peronist vote remained divided between the two 
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contenders of Radical extraction, the second round would 
become a contest between two Peronists. 

Former interim president Adolfo Rodríguez Sáa, who 
consistently appeared among the frontrunners in the first 
months of the campaign continued to lose ground and 
finally ended in fifth place with only 14 percent of the 
vote. 

I have analyzed elsewhere the positions represented by 
these major candidates regarding the major cleavages of 
Argentine society and its political spectrum (see 
“Argentine Election: Fateful Choice”). The conclusion of 
the first round seems to confirm the shift of the Argentine 
electorate toward candidates with more conservative 
economic policies. It is a trend seen in both the 2001 and 
2002 elections. Menem’s orthodoxy is well known, and 
Governor Kirchner improved his chances when he 
announced that Minister of the Economy Roberto Lavagna 
would continue in that position after the change of 
administration. Although not exactly orthodox, Lavagna is 
acceptable to the business community and the International 
Monetary Fund. The candidates holding more populist 
positions (Rodríguez Sáa and Carrió) clearly lost after 
leading in the polls for many months. Leftist movements 
that are very active and look powerful in the street received 
negligible electoral support. 

It is too early to talk seriously about the second round 
because no polls have been published yet. The first 
tentative analysis made in the media indicates that a 
majority of experts now believe that Governor Kirchner 
has greater chances of increasing his voter base than 
former president Menem. 

I will get to this question before the ballotage takes place. 
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