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88-3-16: Iraq bombards Halabja with mustard gas and nerve gas in an attempt to disband an Iranian force and
Kurdish rebels that had captured this city twenty four hours earlier.  More than 5,000 people, mainly
civilians, lose their lives after being blinded, burned or asphyxiated by the deadly gas.

91-1-12: Congress authorizes the President to use US Armed Forces to implement some of the UN resolutions in
Public Law 102-1 (H.J.Res.  77), passed by Congress on Jan. 12, 1991, and signed into law by President
Bush on Jan. 14, 1991. Congress reaffirms its approval of the use of force against Iraq in the Defense
Authorization Act for FY1992 (Section 1095, P.L. 102-190, Dec. 5, 1991).

91-2-1: US and allies drive Iraqi forces from Kuwait. Later in the year US, British and French planes start
patrolling Iraq's northern skies to shield Iraq's Kurds from attack by Iraq.

91-3-1: Kurdish minority launches insurrection but are also crushed. Thousands flee or die of exposure in the
mountains. The US, Britain and France establish a "safe haven" for the Kurds north of the 36th parallel,
an area from which Iraqi planes are banned. Shiite Muslims in southern Iraq rebel and are quickly
defeated by the elite Iraqi National Guard.

91-3-2: UN Security Council approves Resolution 686, which sets out the allies' conditions for a cease-fire.
91-3-3: UN Coalition and Iraq agrees to informal cease-fire. Iraqis accept virtually all allied terms for the

cease-fire, which include a ban on Iraq's use of fixed wing military aircraft inside Iraq. President Bush
interprets the resolution as preventing Iraq from using helicopter gunships to quash the Kurdish and
Shi'ite rebellions against Saddam that broke out within days of the end of the war. Iraqi helicopter
flights were not specifically barred under the informal cease-fire agreement.
-- Iraq accepts terms of UN Security Council Resolution 686, establishing a cease-fire.

91-3-6: Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's cousin Ali Hassan al-Majid, who was widely blamed for the
suppression of the Kurds in 1988, appointed Interior Minister.  The appointment came during the
Shi'ite and Kurdish post-war uprisings. Ali was expected to act more forcefully to suppress the
rebellions than his predecessor, Samir Abd al-Wahab al-Shaykhali.

91-3-20: US forces shoot down Iraqi fighters near the northern Kurdish city of Kirkuk, enforcing the March 3
agreement between the UN Coalition and Iraq that Iraq would not use fixed wing aircraft in combat
against rebels inside Iraq.

91-4-1:  UN monitors find evidence that Saddam Hussein's regime has falsified reports and hidden stocks of
chemical and biological agents, while blocking access to selected sites and excluding Americans from
the inspection teams.

91-4-5: Spokesman for Iraqi dissidents claims that the Iraqi army used chemical weapons against civilians in
suppressing the Shi'ite and Kurdish post-war rebellions. No independent confirmation of the charge.
-- UN Security Council adopts Resolution 688 in response to reports of the suppression by Iraq of the
Kurdish and Shi'ite rebellions.  Calls for an end to the repression and demands Iraq allow
humanitarian access to its population.

91-4-6: Iraq formally accepts the terms of a permanent cease-fire as stipulated in UN 687. Also included in the
agreement is UN supervised destruction of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction, ballistic missiles, and
Iraq's agreement to contribute to a reparations fund.

91-4-10: Bush Administration warns Iraq not to fly aircraft or undertake military operations in areas where
allied relief operations, primarily for the Kurds in the north, were taking place. The Administration
defines the off-limits area primarily as anywhere north of the 36th parallel, where the allies were trying
to create a safe haven for the Kurds and encourage their repatriation.
-- American troops report isolated instances of Iraqi forces moving into US-occupied territory in
southern Iraq as US forces thinned out in the region.  The Iraqis were reportedly positioning
themselves to crush further Shi'ite unrest in the south.

91-4-11: UN Security Council declares a formal end to the war after reviewing Iraq's message to ensure that
Iraq's acceptance of UN terms was unconditional.

91-4-12: Iraqi forces launch attacks on Kurdish forces around Irbil, north of the 36th parallel in violation of US
warnings. Other Iraqi attacks reportedly occurred in Kurdish areas south of the parallel, including
Sulaymaniyah. Bush Administration spokesmen does not confirm the reports, adding that there had
been no attempts by Iraq to impede the refugee relief operations for the Kurds in northern Iraq.

91-7-14: Iraq tells remaining UN personnel manning the relief center in southern Iraq to leave; the center is
then closed down.
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91-4-16: President Bush decides to send US troops into northern Iraq to build refugee camps and guarantee
protection for the Kurds, in conjunction with several European allies.

91-4-18: Iraq and the UN sign Memorandum of Understanding providing for a UN humanitarian presence in
Iraq and the stationing of 500 UN security guards in northern Iraq to protect the relief operations.
Agreement to remain in force until December 31, 1991, with the possibility for renewal.

91-4-21: About 200 armed Iraqi policemen enter the Kurdish town of Zakhu as Iraqi soldiers withdraw. The
military withdrawal is the result of an agreement between the allies and the Iraqis as the allies were
establishing a safe haven for the Kurds.  A senior US military officer calls the arrival of the Iraqi
police contrary to the spirit of the agreement. Iraq describes establishment of a security zone in
northern Iraq as an infringement on its sovereignty.
-- Iraq's Revolutionary Command Council, headed and dominated by Saddam Hussein, expands a
March 1991 amnesty for army deserters and granted a pardon for regime opponents.  The amnesty
does not apply to military officers.

91-4-22: Iraqi troops, which withdrew from Zakhu under the agreement with US military, return to the outskirts
of Zakhu, deterring many Kurds from returning to their homes. Iraqis in and around Zakhu reported as
friendly and not seeking confrontation with the allies, but some Iraqi troops overlooking Zakhu fire
harassing machine-gun and mortar rounds.

91-4-24: In response to US warnings, Iraq agrees to move the troops several kilometers away from Zakhu.
-- Iraqi Kurdish leaders announce they have agreed in principle with the Iraqi government on a
formula to allow them autonomy in northern Iraq.  (However, in later months, Iraq hardened its
positions in the talks, and no agreement has been signed.)

91-4-25: Following US pressure, Iraq begins moving its armed policemen out of Zakhu as well.
91-5-7: US officials say Iraqi anti-aircraft artillery opened fire on two US reconnaissance jets over northern

Iraq.  Fifth such incident since the relief operation for the Kurds began.
91-5-8: US and Iraqi military officials meet to discuss the incident and, on May 9, Iraq assures US that such

actions will not be repeated.
91-5-13: British marines exchange fire with Iraqi soldiers guarding Saddam Hussein's summer palace near

Dahuk.  The allies had allowed the Iraqi forces to retain control of the palace when the security zone
for Kurdish refugees was expanded to the outskirts of Dahuk on May 2. The Iraqis, as requested,
withdraw from the new areas being occupied by the allies.  Dahuk is a Kurdish town in northern Iraq
just outside the security zone set up by the UN Coalition to facilitate the return of Kurdish refugees to
their homes.

91-5-14: Iraqi troops open fire as a US army helicopter flies past them just outside the allied security zone in
northern Iraq. Helicopter is not hit.

91-5-22: Iraq agrees to withdraw from Dahuk itself and allow a small contingent of noncombatant military and
civilian relief experts into the town to facilitate Kurdish repatriation.

91-5-24: Iraq, after initial opposition, signs agreement with the UN permitting the presence of UN security
guards as a replacement for the allied troops in northern Iraq, when the allies withdraw.

91-6-5: Clashes between Iraqi troops and Kurdish demonstrators in several towns outside the allied security
zone. US State Department says the Kurds may have provoked the violence in an effort to persuade US
troops not to withdraw from northern Iraq.

91-6-6: The Bush Administration charges that massive shipments of flour (over 7 million pounds) intended for
Kurdish refugees were diverted into the Iraqi Government's food rationing system.

91-6-23-28: Iraqi soldiers obstructed and, in one case fired warning shots at, UN inspectors attempting to oversee
the destruction of Iraqi nuclear armaments parts.

91-7-15: Last Coalition troops leave Iraq.
91-7-19: Clash occurs in Sulaymaniyah, which result in Iraq's loss of control of that city to the Kurds.  The

Iraqis do not attempt to forcibly recapture Sulaymaniyah after it comes under Kurdish control.
91-7-21: Iraq's Revolutionary Command Council, headed and dominated by Saddam, expands a March 1991

amnesty for army deserters and granted a pardon for regime opponents.  The amnesty does not apply to
military officers.

91-7-30:  UN weapons inspectors report to the UN Security Council that Iraq has attempted to conceal aspects of
its nuclear weapons program by destroying or burying essential equipment. The inspectors also reported
identifying four times as many chemical weapons as Iraq had reported to
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91-8-15: UN Security Council, passes Resolution 76, and tentatively approves a plan under which Iraq could sell
up to $1.6 billion worth of oil over six months.  Under Security Council Resolution 75, passed the
same day, it is determined that 30 percent of the proceeds would be taken as war reparations. Much of
this is to go into an escrow account for the UN to purchase and distribute food and medicine to the
Iraqi people.  Iraq denounces the plan and refuses to sell oil under these conditions, claiming this was
an infringement on its sovereignty.

91-9-3: Revolutionary Command Council issues law allowing opposition political parties but banning any
party but the ruling Ba'ath from organizing in the military or security services. The law also bans
parties that advocate the overthrow of the state, possess weapons, or engage in acts of violence. In
addition, the formation of parties based on ethnicity or sectarianism is prohibited, preventing the Kurds
and Shi'ites from forming their own parties.  The law is first approved by the National Assembly on
July 4, and amended to include several of the above conditions on August 24.

91-9-8: Iraq announces its will not allow UN inspectors to use UN aircraft to inspect Iraqi military facilities, a
violation of the cease-fire agreement.

91-9-10: Office of Sadruddin Agha Khan, the UN. representative for humanitarian affairs in the Persian Gulf,
says it has reports of serious clashes between Iraqi and Kurdish forces in northern Iraq.  Iraq
acknowledged the clashes but says its actions fell within the normal duties of its security forces.  The
attacks on the Kurds reportedly included air strikes north of the 36th parallel, which were precluded.

91-9-12: Washington Post reports that in August an Iraqi jet violated the injunction against flights from the
southern port of Umm Qasr, which is in the demilitarized zone between Iraq and Kuwait.

91-9-14: Saddam Hussein ousts Prime Minister, Sa'dun Hammadi, appointed at the height of the Shi'ite and
Kurdish rebellions in March. Hammadi, a Western-educated Shi'ite Muslim, was an advocate of a
more pluralistic, liberal Ba'athist regime and he supported full compliance with UN and allied cease-
fire terms.

91-9-19: UN Security Council adopts Resolution 712, formally approving the UN oil sale plan set up in
Resolution 76.  Resolution 712 formally accepts a report by the Secretary-General proposing the means
for implementing Resolution 76 and documenting Iraq's humanitarian needs.  The report was a
requirement laid out in Resolution 76 for the formal approval of the oil sale plan.

91-9-23- 24: Iraqi troops detain UN weapons inspectors in Iraqi on two separate occasions.
91-9-24: UN receives a vaguely worded Iraqi statement interpreted as withdrawing Iraq's objections to the use of

UN aircraft in monitoring the destruction of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction.
91-9-28: Iraq ends the multi-day detention of UN inspectors who discovered documents that confirmed Iraq was

conducting a clandestine nuclear program. President Bush authorizes US Air Force planes to escort UN
aircraft engaged in weapons inspection in Iraq.

91-9-30: Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs Edward Djerejian meets with Kurdish leader Jalal
Talabani in Washington. He reportedly tells Talabani that US opposes the fragmentation of Iraq but
supports participation for all ethnic groups in Iraq in a pluralistic system of government.

91-10-7: Kurdish guerrillas shoot and kill about 60 unarmed Iraqi soldiers they had captured in clashes outside
Sulaymaniyah.  Kurdish citizens in Sulaymaniyah tell journalists that the Iraqi army had launched a
surprise, unprovoked attack on the city, which resulted in the capture of the Iraqi soldiers. Kurdish
leader Massoud Barzani, whose forces had captured the Iraqis, orders an investigation of the killing of
the Iraqi  military personnel.  Rival Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani condemns the murder of the Iraqis
but says it may have been perpetrated by Iraqi agents.

91-10-8: Kurdish guerrillas and the Iraqi Government sign a cease-fire after a flare-up of fighting around the
cities of Kifri and Sulaymaniyah.  Fighting was says to be continuing despite the truce.

91-10-12: Saddam addresses delegates to an Iraq-sponsored "conference of Arab popular forces," saying that Iraq
could withstand the international sanctions for "20 years."  Iraq organized the conference to place
pressure on Arab leaders to violate the international sanctions by resuming commerce with Iraq.

91-10-26: Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) challenges his rivals,
primarily Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) leader Jalal Talabani, to an election for supreme
leadership of the Kurdish movement. Challenge is provoked by an increasing divergence between the
two main Kurdish leaders -- Talabani advocated abandoning autonomy talks with Iraq and returning to
all out guerrilla warfare, while Barzani wants to continue to engage Saddam Hussein diplomatically.
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Barzani generally appeals to more conservative, tribally-based Kurds whereas Talabani draws his
strength from urban, better educated, left-leaning Kurds.

91-11-2: Iraq is reported to be preventing international relief organizations from distributing humanitarian aid
directly to the Iraqi people.  The Iraqi Government is said to be insisting that the food be distributed
through Iraq's own distribution and rationing system. As a result, food belonging to international relief
organizations is said to be warehoused for several weeks.

91-11-10: Iraqi troops attack Kurdish guerrilla positions near the city of Irbil. Iraq masses about 18,000 troops on
the major roads into Irbil for a possible offensive.

91-11-12: Iraq agrees to lift a one-month old economic blockade (fuel and food rations) of Kurdish held
territories in northern Iraq if Kurdish guerrilla forces withdrew from the cities they had captured,
including Sulaymaniyah and Irbil. The agreement allows Iraqi police and central Government
employees to resume some of their authority in those cities. (The Kurds later charged that after
Kurdish forces complied with that request, Iraq did not lift the blockade and resumed encroaching
militarily on the Kurdish cities.)

91-11-25: After several weeks of stonewalling, Iraq agrees to a UN request to extend for six months the
memorandum of understanding which provides for the UN to conduct humanitarian relief operations
inside Iraq.  In negotiations on the extension, Iraq continues to refuse to participate in the UN oil sale
plan established in UN Security Council Resolutions 76 and 712.

91-11-27: Senate Foreign Relations Committee releases report on a visit by a staff member to Iraqi Kurdistan in
September, that the Kurds in northern Iraq continue to face major food and shelter shortages as winter
approaches. Report notes significant skirting of the international sanctions on the part of Iraq, such as
the export of vehicles and machinery to Iran, and notes that divisions exist among the Kurds regarding
negotiations with Iraq for a Kurdish autonomy.

91-12-23: Iraq's Interior Ministry says it is giving Iraqi citizens a final ten days to turn in unlicensed weapons
and ammunition without penalty.  The firearm amnesty suggests the regime is nervous about popular
opposition.
-- Muhammad Baqr al-Hakim, leader of Iraq's Shi'ite opposition, says he had invited leaders of other
Iraqi opposition groups to a gathering in Damascus in an effort to form a common front and plan
strategies for overthrowing Saddam.

92-1-3: US State Department issues a document entitled "Humanitarian Issues in Iraq," accusing Iraq of
blocking international humanitarian aid to the Iraqi people and condemning its refusal to participate in
the UN oil sale plan. The report claims that Iraq refused to concur with a UN proposal to open
humanitarian relief centers in the largely Kurdish city of Kirkuk and the Shi'ite city of Nasiriyah in
southern Iraq, a misinterpretation of the memorandum of understanding Iraq signed with the UN in
April 1991. Document says there were reports that individuals sent by the Iraqi Government warning
Iraqi citizens individually that they would be arrested if they accepted foreign food assistance.  This
was a violation, according to US State Department, of UN Security Council Resolution 688.

92-1-8: Iraqi troops lay barbed wire and sowing mines around -- and occasionally shelling -- Kurdish towns in
northern Iraq, causing 200,000 Kurds to flee to refugee camps on the border with Iran. However,
Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani says an autonomy agreement with the Iraqi Government is still
possible and that the main obstacle is Iraq's refusal to cede to the Kurds control of Kirkuk and
Khanaqin.

92-1-15: Iraqi Kurds announce they will suspend autonomy talks with the Iraqi Government and hold elections,
by April 3, 1992, for an undisputed Kurdish leader.  The elections pit the two main Kurdish leaders,
Massoud Barzani and Jalal Talabani, against each other. Barzani favors continued negotiations with
Saddam to hammer out a Kurdish autonomy agreement, while Talabani has recently favored renewed
military offensives against the Government and the declaration of a provisional Kurdish government in
Iraqi Kurdistan.

92-1-19: Subcommittee on Immigration and Refugee Affairs of the Senate Judiciary Committee releases report
that the security zone in northern Iraq is not providing safety for the approximately 2 million Kurds
living outside the zone.  The report says about 300,000 Kurds have left their homes since October
1991, fleeing the pressure placed on Kurdistan by the Iraqi military. Report notes considerable
smuggling in goods and fuel between Iraq and Turkey, Iran, and Jordan.
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92-2-13: Turkish Prime Minister Demirel imposes restrictions on the importation of Iraqi gasoline by Turkish
truckers.  The restrictions result in fewer deliveries of supplies to the Kurds, since the Turkish truckers
had been delivering goods to the Kurds on their way to receive the oil cargo in Iraq.  Turkish
merchants had complained about the illicit importation since the low prices for the Iraqi gasoline were
depressing the domestic Turkish market.

92-2-14: Middle East Economic Digest reports that Saddam has set up a new security force to protect him and
his palace against Shi'ite rebels.  The force is said to consist of about 10,000 volunteer troops from
Saddam's home town of Tikrit and neighboring al-Dur. The unit is reportedly led by Saddam's younger
son, Qusay.

92-2-22: Washington Post reports that Kurdish officials and human rights groups are accumulating evidence of
Iraqi atrocities against the Kurds in the late 1980s. Kurdish estimates, drawing on captured Iraqi secret
police documents, say as many as 180,000 Kurds killed in the campaign.

92-2-24: Iraq denounces report by the UN Human Rights Commission critical of Iraq's human rights record.
Iraq says it cooperated fully with the UN during its survey of Iraq's human rights behavior.

92-2-26-28: Iraq refuses to allow UN inspectors to begin dismantling Scud missile production plants and other
Scud-related equipment.

92-2-28: UN Security Council condemns Iraq for refusing to allow UN inspectors to destroy its weapons of mass
destruction and ballistic missiles as agreed in 1991 cease-fire terms.

92-3-1: Britain and France press the UN Security Council to send a special envoy to Iraq to report on the
political situation of Iraqi Kurds and Shi'ites.  The aim of the proposal is to end the Iraqi economic
blockade of the Kurdish areas, reduce Iraq's military pressure on the Shi'ites in the south, and
encourage opposition to Saddam among these groups.  The proposal was says to be based on UN
Security Council Resolution 688 of April 5, 1991.
-- Turkey reports that it conducted an air raid against opposition Turkish Kurds operating in northern
Iraq.  Two days later, Iraq formally protests the cross border raid on its territory.

92-3-7: Several members of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, including Chairman Dante Fascell, write a
letter to President Bush urging him to consider use of force to compel Iraq to comply with the cease-
fire resolutions.  They also urged that humanitarian aid for the Kurds be continued.
-- Bomb explodes outside the headquarters of the Iraqi Kurdistan Front, an umbrella organization for
Kurdish rebel groups, just after Kurdish guerrillas ended a meeting there.  The rebels blame the Iraqi
Government for the bombing, which killed four people. Headquarters are located in the Kurdish
controlled town of Sulaymaniyah.

92-3-9: On the first anniversary of the popular insurrection in Kurdistan, Jalal Talabani, secretary general of
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) delivers a speech in Kurdish to the masses of Kurdistan.

92-3-12: Kurdish leader says Iraqi forces are escalating operations against Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq and
that Iraqi troops were massing outside of Sulaymaniyah for a major offensive.  The Kurdish leader says
the Iraqi military moves were intended to prevent the planned April 3 elections for a unified Kurdish
leadership.  In a related speech, Saddam told the Kurds he would not tolerate the elections unless the
Kurds distanced themselves from the Western countries protecting them. Kurds postponed the
elections until April 24 because they need more time to set up an election mechanism.

92-3-13: Iraq expands military operations against Kurdish rebel positions in the town of Kifri, southeast of
Sulaymaniyah.

-- UN Security Council formally informs Iraq that it is in violation of the 1991 cease-fire agreement.
92-3-15: New York Times reports that Iraqi troops are continuing military operations against Shi'ite rebels active

in the marshes of southern Iraq.  The report estimates that 10,000 guerrillas and 200,000 civilians are
living in the marshes.

92-3-19: Iraq forwards letter to the UN Security Council stating that it will cooperate with UN weapons
inspection efforts.

92-3-20: According to some in US State Department, over the past few weeks Iraq allowed the UN to establish
humanitarian aid centers in the largely Shi'ite areas of southern Iraq, including Basra, Nasiriyah, and
Hammar.  Many observers see the Iraqi move as an effort to appear cooperative with the UN as its
delegation, headed by Tariq Aziz, was meeting with the UN Security Council to discuss Iraq's
compliance record.
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92-3-21: A report is carried by the Voice of the Iraqi People in Arabic that the Iraqi Government is mobilizing
armor and artillery in northern Iraq and adds that Kurdish sources are 99% certain that an offensive
will by ignited within a few days.  The radio station adds that Kurds expect two Kurdish-controlled
bridges to be the targets of the offensive.  A Kurdish source is cited as stating that Iraqi forces in the
Aski Kalak have increased by 2,000 soldiers in the last few days.

92-3-31: New York Times reports Iraq shelling Kurdish civilians along the front line between Iraq and Kurdish
controlled territories. Shelling forces about 40,000 Kurds to flee their homes.

92-4-5: Iraqi aircraft fly for the first time since the Gulf War, attempting to intercept Iranian aircraft raiding
the bases in Iraq of Iran's opposition People's Mujahideen, according to US Department of Defense.
Iraqi flights are technically not prohibited under the cease-fire agreement reached with the UN
Coalition on March 3, 1991, since the UN Coalition had unilaterally relaxed the ban on Iraqi flights
(south of the Kurdish areas in the north) when it discontinued operations in Iraq in 1991.

92-4-14: US, Britain, and France warn Iraq to stop tracking allied reconnaissance aircraft and moving anti-
aircraft missiles into the northern no-fly zone. Allied countries says Iraq had repeatedly illuminated
their aircraft with tracking radar in recent weeks.  Iraq has also moved SA-2 and SA-3 surface-to-air
missiles into positions near Mosul, in northern Iraq, and is massing forces close to Kurdish controlled
areas. Bush Administration says Iraq also conducted a series of combat aircraft training flights
recently, though such activity is not prohibited if it is not conducted in the no-fly zones.   Iraq fires on
an International Committee of the Red Cross jeep in northern Iraq.  There are no reports of casualties
but the UN fears it was part of an Iraqi attempt to intimidate relief workers in northern Iraq.

92-4-22: UN says Iraq imposes new restrictions on the movement of UN vehicles providing humanitarian relief.
Iraq requires that use of the UN vehicles have Iraqi Foreign Ministry approval at least 48 hours in
advance.

92-5-19: Iraq's Kurds hold elections for a new assembly and an executive authority in northern Iraq.  Each of
the two main Kurdish parties, the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) ended up with 50 seats, with five additional seats going to smaller parties.  No candidate
received a clear majority in election for the presidency, and runoff elections for that post were deferred.
Iraq had called the elections null and void.

92-5-19: About 1 million Kurds wait in line for up to eight hours to vote in the first free elections held in the
state of Iraq.  Thousands of armed guerrillas leave their positions opposite the Iraqi army in order to
join the voters.  Four candidates for leader of Iraqi Kurdistan, and seven lists for members of a 15-seat
National Assembly, are put forward by the eight political parties and the few tribal leaders of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Front. (IKF)  The elections were peaceful.

92-5-23: President Saddam Hussein is preparing to assault the independent Kurdish enclave in northern Iraq in
order to retake the territory.

92-6-22: Iraq's major opposition groups, with the exception of the Shi'ite Islamic groups, meet in Vienna and
form a united front, the Iraqi National Congress (INC).

92-6-30: Memorandum of understanding between Iraq and the UN governing the presence of UN relief workers
and guards expires. Iraq refuses to renew the agreement, causing many relief workers to discontinue
their operations in Iraq for fear of their security.

92-7- 5-22: Iraq refuses to allow a UN inspection team to enter a building in Iraqi believed to contain documents
related to Iraq's nuclear program. On July 22, inspectors withdrew without gaining access.

92-7-2-8: Reports circulate in international media regarding a possible failed coup and subsequent army purge in
Iraq.

92-7-8: Two UN guards wounded in a grenade attack in Irbil, in northern Iraq. Agents of the Iraqi regime
blamed.

92-7-12: The Voice of Rebellious Iraq says that motorized units surrounded the holy shrines in al-Najaf and
Karbala, and prevented ceremonies marking the anniversary of the death of the Imam Hussein
(Ashura)  Reports from Iraq indicate that Iraqi authorities adopted stringent measures at the beginning
of the month of Muharram (beginning July 2).  Machine guns were set up on top of mosques. The
Ba'athist regime also prevents mourners from assembling in Husseiniyas and mosques around the
country including Kadhemain, near Iraqi, where the 7th and 9th infallible imams of the prophet's
household lie in rest.
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92-7-16: A UN guard from Fiji is murdered while asleep, a grenade was thrown at the World Food Program
office in Sulaymaniyah, and two UN guards are slightly hurt by a grenade thrown from a speeding car.
Another, has his car blown up by a 22 pound bomb.

92-7-17: UN guard assassinated in Dahuk, in northern Iraq. Agents of the Iraqi regime blamed.
92-7-20: Bomb explosion destroys a UN vehicle near Sulaymaniyah. Two UN soldiers injured. Iraqi agents are

blamed for attacks.
92-8-22: Iraq again refuses to renew the memorandum of understanding governing the UN humanitarian

presence in Iraq.  The memorandum was eventually renewed on October 22, 1992, but provided for the
presence of only 300 UN guards as opposed to 500 in the original memorandum of understanding.

92-7-25: Iraq agrees to allow UN monitors into the building to which access was previously refused.
92-8-1: Iraq launches renewed air attacks on southern Shiite Muslims, prompting the UN to  establish a "no-fly"

zone along the 32nd parallel. US and some allies later begin air patrols, which continue today.
92-8-2&3: Iraqi media run several articles and carry broadcasts reasserting that Kuwait is a province of Iraq.
92-8-19: The Bush administration, increasing its confrontation with Saddam Hussein, wins British and French

agreement today for a plan to shoot down Iraqi military planes if they move into a wide zone
throughout the southern part of the country filled with rebelling Shi'ite Muslims. US led movement to
interdict Iraqi aircraft from flying in southern Iraq is an important shift in Western strategy for taking
influence from Saddam Hussein
-- After a long cabinet meeting in London, Prime Minister John Major of Britain states that the allies
will develop control over as much as a third of the country. "They will be attacked if they fly in the
area that is proscribed."
-- US officials says Iraq has refurbished one large air base (Talil in southern Iraq), built a new one,
activated other dormant airfields, and revived its air defense network.  The reconstruction of Iraq's air
infrastructure is undertaken to support a revival of military flights in southern Iraq.

92-8-22: Iraq again refuses to renew the memorandum of understanding governing the UN humanitarian
presence in Iraq.  The memorandum was eventually renewed on October 22, 1992, but provided for the
presence of only 300 UN guards as opposed to 500 in the original memorandum of understanding.

92-8-26: UN Security Council votes to accept a UN-sponsored demarcation of the Iraqi-Kuwaiti border and
declares this border "inviolable."
-- US, Britain, and France announce the establishment of a southern "no fly zone" to protect Iraqi
dissidents in southern Iraq from regime air attacks. (A northern "no fly zone" has been in place since
the 1991 cease-fire).

92-8-27: Three UN guards in northern Iraq discover a bomb attached to their car but defuse it before it could
explode. UN officials protest the incident to the Iraqi Government but Iraq denies any connection to it.

92-9-6: Iraq offers amnesty to army dissenters in the mostly Shi'ite south. Iraqi television says that the ruling
Revolutionary Command Council issued a decree offering pardons to dissenters who surrender to
authorities in the provinces of Basra, Missan and Dhiqar.

92-9-8: US Department of Defense charges that Iraqi troops were burning Shi'ite villages in southern Iraq in
an effort to flush out Shi'ite dissidents hiding in the marshes.

92-9-10: Two US F-16 fighters patrolling the northern no-fly zone intercept an Iraqi Mirage F-1.  The Iraqi
aircraft, which displays no hostile intent, quickly turns and leaves the no-fly zone.

92-9-16: The Kurds' two most important political parties agree to combine their guerrilla forces into a sole unit
under the command of the Kurdish government.  This is a major step toward further centralizing
influence in Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq.

92-9-27: Opposition leaders lay aside their differences and issue a unified appeal to Iraq's army, the ruling
Ba'ath party and all citizens to revolt against Saddam Hussein.

92-10-1: At major meeting in Salahuddin in northern Iraq, Shi'ite groups join the INC and a three man
leadership Council and 26 member executive Council is chosen.
-- In an attempt to cool its difficulties with the international community, a high level Iraqi Official
signals that Iraq may be ready to permit more UN humanitarian operations inside Iraq.

92-10-2-6: Iraqi Kurds supported by Turkish fighter planes carry out a major military offensive to drive Kurdish
separatists from their guerrilla bases in northern Iraq.

92-10-4: Iraqi Kurdish leaders declare a federalist state.
92-10-12: Turkish cross-border operations begin.
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92-10-19: A team of aid experts led by US warns that there could be a humanitarian emergency on a tremendous
scale in the Kurdish controlled areas of northern Iraq if aid supplies do not reach the area before the
start of winter.

92-10-20: Iraq says it will refuse to allow the stationing of human rights monitors throughout Iraq, as proposed
by a special rapporteur of the UN Human Rights Commission, Max Van der Stoel.

92-10-22: Iraqi officials swear in a memorandum of understanding to cooperate with the UN winter aid program
that will transport most of its aid, including fuel, north from the Iraqi capital.

92-10-22: Turkish troops move across the Iraqi border on three fronts to eradicate the Kurdish separatist
movement that has forced south-east Turkey to the brink of civil war.

92-10-26: Rebel Turkish Kurds were given until this day by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan leader, Jalal
Talabani, to withdraw from Iraqi Kurdistan or receive renewed attack.

92-10-30: Turkish troops move against Turkish Kurdish rebels sought refugee in Northern Iraq.
92-10-31: At Tatvan in Turkey, at least five Turkish soldiers are killed and nine injured when rebel Turkish

Kurds invade an outpost on the border with Iran.
92-10-31: Iraqi Opposition groups elect a Kurdish guerrilla Chief, a moderate Shi'ite Muslim cleric and a retired

Iraqi general to lead the combat against Saddam Hussein.
92-11-2: Bomb explodes in a market near the headquarters of the UN guard contingent in Irbil.  One person is

killed and 16 injured.
-- UN  issues a decision that Iraq cannot remove its weapons from the zone without the permission of
UNIKOM, but Iraq claims UNIKOM gave it permission to clear the weaponry from the zone.

92-11-20: The main opposition group in the South declares that the government in Iraq has increased repression
of Shi'ite Muslim civilians, and that US-led ban on Iraqi flights in the region is not preventing it.

92-11-23: The final demarcation of the land border, established by a UN commission pursuant to Resolution 687
(the cease-fire resolution). The new border goes into effect on Jan. 15, 1993; Iraq condemns the findings
of the demarcation commission, which allocates additional territory, including a portion of a former
Iraqi naval base and several oil wells, to Kuwait.  Iraq initially refused to remove its six police posts
from what has been designated as Kuwaiti territory. (Later, on January 18, UN  say that Iraq has done
so.)

92-12-1: Iraqi MiG-25 violates no-fly zone; US plane shoots down plane.
92-12-7: Saddam Hussein declares the opening of the "Saddam River" project, a 350 mile irrigation project

flowing from Iraqi to Basra.  UN human rights officials criticize the project as an attempt to drain the
marshes in southern Iraq which Iraq's organized Shi'ite opposition uses as a hiding place and base of
operations, and to make the vast wetlands accessible to Iraqi armor battling Shi'ite rebels.

92-12-17: Iraq moves military forces to the northern part of its country within great close proximity to the
Kurdish enclave there.

92-12-19: Following a series of bombings and mining against UN humanitarian relief trucks in northern Iraq,
UN relief deliveries are suspended.

92-12-27: A US F-16 shoots down an Iraqi jet that has violated the allied imposed “no-fly zone” in southern Iraq.
Subsequently, Iraq redeploys 8 SA-3 and 12 SA-2 anti-aircraft missile launchers in the no-fly zone in a
manner threatening to Coalition aircraft patrolling the zone.

93-1-4-5:  Iraq moves anti-aircraft missiles into southern no-fly zone.
93-1-6: US, Britain, France, and Russia give Iraq 48 hours to move the missiles to their original locations or

face possible military action. Despite Iraqi statements that it will not comply, and after examining
intelligence reports on the movement of the missiles, the US announces on January 9 that Iraq has
complied with the ultimatum. The US House notes that action could be taken without warning if Iraq
redeploys the missiles in a threatening manner.

93-1-7: Iraq tells UN  that it would no longer permit UN weapons inspectors to use their own aircraft to fly into
or land in Iraq. It says  the inspectors could use chartered Iraqi aircraft (all Iraqi air travel is banned by
UN sanctions, however.) Iraq does not specifically ban UN U-2 or helicopter surveillance flights,
however.

93-1-8 and 11: Iraq is described in a Security Council statement as being in material breach of UN Security
Council Resolution 687, the principal cease-fire resolution enacted shortly after the Gulf war.

93-1-10: Iraq bans the flight into Iraq of 70 inspectors who are returning to Iraq after the holidays. The Security
Council calls the Iraqi action unacceptable and warns of serious consequences if the decision were not
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reversed. UN Security Council Resolution 707, says Iraq must allow the inspectors to use their own
transportation in performing their duties. Resolution 715 also provides for the dismantling of Iraqi
facilities for developing weapons of mass destruction. These resolutions were passed under Chapter VII
of the UN charter (peace and security) and thus can be enforced militarily without further UN
authorization.
-- 500 Iraqis (some armed) cross into the demilitarized zone, seize weapons, including four Silkworm
missiles, under guard by UNIKOM, and return to Iraq. (UNIKOM is a monitoring force, and is neither
empowered nor able to resist militarily a large Iraqi incursion across the border.) The equipment had
been left behind by Iraq when it retreated from Kuwait in the Persian Gulf war. Emissaries from the US,
Britain, France, and Russia, visit Iraq’s Ambassador to UN  to protest the seizure.

93-1-11: US Director of Central Intelligence Robert Gates says that Iraq is continuing to shift anti-aircraft
missiles in the exclusion zones in both southern and northern Iraq, but that it is too early to determine
whether or not the deployments threatened allied aircraft. The Security Council meets. Several hundred
Iraqis again enter the zone and begin dismantling weapons warehouses, and resume this activity on
January 12 and early on January 13.

93-1-12: Commander-in-Chief of US forces in Europe, General John Shalikashvili, says that Iraq has put its anti-
aircraft missiles in the northern no-fly zone on operational status. On several subsequent occasions, Iraq
again activates its targeting radar in the no-fly zones, precipitating confrontations with Coalition
aircraft. US officials cite two legal bases for enforcing the no-fly zones.  First, UN Security Council
Resolution 688 calls on Iraq not to repress its civilian population, in this case Shi’ites in southern Iraq
and the Kurds in northern Iraq. Second, the Mar. 3, 1992 Safwan Accords concluded between Iraqi and
Coalition military commanders prevent Iraq from interfering with allied air operations over Iraq.
-- President Bush informs congressional leaders of his intention to launch air strikes against the Iraqi
missile sites. In the first hours after the strikes, several Members of Congress voiced their approval of
the use of force. According to reports, the President conferred with selected Members of Congress prior
to the June 26, 1993 attack on the Iraqi Intelligence headquarters. Most Members of Congress support
the President’s action, although some believe the President should have pursued diplomatic avenues
before resorting to military action, and some questioned the wisdom of launching the Tomahawks at
night when civilians were more likely to be at home.

93-1-13: US-led Coalition forces conduct air strikes against eight Iraqi antiaircraft missile sites and related
control facilities in the no-fly zone of southern Iraq (south of the 32nd parallel). Subsequently,
Administration officials call the raid a success in that it seriously degrades Iraq’s air defense network,
although several targets were not hit. The raid involves 600 US  military personnel from the various
services and approximately 110 allied aircraft. According to the Defense Department’s principal
spokesman, only the US and former Desert Storm partners Britain and France participate in the raid.
Iraq says the attack kills 19 and wounds 15, many of them civilians. US officials acknowledge that an
apartment building in the southern city of Basra was hit, presumably by mistake. US announces that a
US armored battalion, the 1st battalion, 19th regiment, 1st Cavalry Division from Fort Hood, Texas—a
total of roughly 1,100 soldiers—will go to Kuwait to bolster US forces in the region and underscore the
US commitment to Persian Gulf security.  Much of their equipment, which includes M1 tanks and
Bradley fighting vehicles, is prepositioned in Kuwait under terms of the US-Kuwait Defense
Cooperation Agreement, signed in September 1991. The battalion, scheduled for training exercises in
Kuwait, joins the approximately 300 US Special Forces troops already in Kuwait for military exercises.
Despite a defiant post-raid speech by Saddam Hussein, Iraq’s Ambassador to UN  tells the president of
UN  Security Council that Iraq would permit flights by UN inspectors in their own aircraft, and that
incursions into the demilitarized zone with Kuwait would cease. However, Iraq states it will continue to
resist enforcement of the no-fly zones, and Saddam instructed the military to fire on Coalition planes
over Iraqi territory.

93-1-14: The US, Britain, and France delivered an ultimatum to Iraq that it provide such clearance by 4:00 PM
EST on Jan. 15, 1993. Before the deadline expires, Iraq says the UN aircraft could land, but that Iraq
could not guarantee its security, since allied operations were taking place in the southern no-fly zone.
UNSCOM rejects that condition and says it would file a new flight request.

93-1-16: Iraq says it will permit the flights and guarantee their security, but only if the flights enter Iraqi airspace
from Jordan, and not from the south. (The UN flights generally enter from the south, flying from the
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UNSCOM office in Bahrain.) UNSCOM again rejected this condition, as well as a January 17 Iraqi
proposal that the flights could enter from the south if the Coalition suspended its patrols of the no-fly
zone during the UN flights.

93-1-17: Iraq activates its targeting radar in the northern no-fly zone. The Coalition conducts an air strike
against an SA-6 ground radar station in northern Iraq and shoot down an Iraqi MiG-23 that crossed
into the no-fly zone in the north. Later that day, the US launches 45 cruise missiles at the Zafaraniya
manufacturing complex outside Iraqi. The Bush Administration says the complex, which has been
rendered inoperative by UNSCOM in the course of four inspections there, had been used to make
components for Iraq’s nuclear weapons program. One cruise missile went or was shot off course and
hits the Al Rashid hotel in Iraqi, killing at least three civilians.

93-1-18: The Coalition launches another raid on the Iraqi air defense installations in the south that it had missed
or insufficiently damaged in the January 13 air strike. The Coalition also strikes air defense installations
in the northern no-fly zone and shoots at, and probably downs, an Iraqi warplane that tries to resist the
Coalition attacks in the north. Iraq’s mobile anti-aircraft batteries in the south, however, were moved in
advance of the raid. Iraq says  21 were killed in the attacks. There were also reports that Iraq fired a
Scud missile at the Saudi city of Dhahran but the Pentagon says  it could not confirm that a missile was
fired.

93-1-19:  Iraqi planes again challenge the no-fly zone in the north and directed anti-aircraft fire at Coalition
aircraft on. In response, the Coalition fires cluster bombs and air to surface missiles at Iraqi anti-aircraft
guns in the northern no fly zone. Kuwait also announces that an unspecified number of US Patriot
missiles have arrived in Kuwait to provide further protection. Four US warships, including the aircraft
carrier Kennedy, are headed toward the eastern Mediterranean in case they are needed against Iraq. At
1:30 PM EST, Iraq’s ruling Revolutionary Command Council offers a “cease-fire... to enable the new
Administration to study the no-fly zones.” Subsequently, Iraq offers to allow UN aircraft to fly directly
from Bahrain to Iraqi without conditions. UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali recommends
that 3,645 armed UN troops and military support be sent to guard the Iraq-Kuwait border.

93-1-21: US aircraft fire a missile and dropped cluster bombs on an Iraqi ground radar in the northern no-fly
zone when the radar beam search was directed at them while they were escorting a French
reconnaissance airplane.

93-1-22: A US F-4G fires two missiles at an air defense battery in the northern no-fly zone after the battery’s
radar actively tracked US  aircraft patrolling the zone. Iraq denies it had tracked the aircraft and claims
there were no air defense batteries at that location. A US A-6 Intruder aircraft fires a laser-guided bomb
at an Iraqi anti-aircraft position in the southern no-fly zone after the pilot thought he saw anti-aircraft
fire directed at his and other US  aircraft patrolling that zone. Iraq denied firing on any US aircraft.  US
Defense Department officials subsequently say that the US aircraft were not being tracked by Iraqi radar
and that they were trying to establish whether or not Iraq had fired on the US planes.

93-1-23: More than 100 US, British, and French planes strike missile batteries and radar stations in Iraq.
President Bush orders an additional 1,250 troops to Kuwait.
-- US A-6 Intruder aircraft fires a laser-guided bomb at an Iraqi anti-aircraft position in the southern
no-fly zone when the pilot thought he saw anti-aircraft fire directed at his and other US aircraft
patrolling the zone.  The Defense Department subsequently says US aircraft were not being tracked by
Iraqi radar and the Department was trying to establish whether or not Iraq had fired on US planes.

93-1-25: Defense Secretary Les Aspin states that there is some evidence that the Iraqi military is moving
surface-to-air missiles into southern Iraq. Movement of those missiles is important because of Iraq
deployed the missiles in a threatening pattern in the southern "no-fly zone." US attacks on surface-to-
air missile batteries in the last week of the Bush presidency destroyed some of the missiles and forced
Iraq to move others.

93-2-2: Time bomb planted on a UN relief truck returning from northern Iraq explodes at a border crossing
into Turkey.

93-2-3: Iraqi anti-aircraft batteries fire on two French Mirages in no-fly zone. French aircraft are not damaged.
93-2-25: UN officials says an unidentified man ran from a taxi and attached a bomb to an empty UN truck

moving through the Iraqi controlled checkpoint at Fayda, in northern Iraq.
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93-2-27: London Observer reports that Iraq had launched a campaign of repression against its Shi'ite population
in the south, poisoning and draining its water supplies.  On March 1, US says it is investigating the
report.

93-2-28: Iraq says that it will welcome visits by foreign reporters to its southern marshes, where a British
newspaper says  Iraq launched a campaign of repression against the Shi'ites

93-3-1: UN investigator says that it appears as if Iraq has executed hundreds of people from its southern
marshes in "death camps."

93-3-2: UN human rights rapporteur Max Van der Stoel reports to the UN Human Rights Commission that
Iraq is guilty of human rights violations on a massive scale, including economic deprivation, torture,
and mass executions of ethnic minorities.  He renews appeal he made previous year for the Human
Rights Commission to send human rights monitors to Iraq, a move supported by the UN General
Assembly but opposed by Iraq.

93-3-17: US military officers remind their Iraqi counterparts of the March 3 agreement, but do not threaten any
action against Iraqi helicopters, which Iraq was employing against Kurdish and Shi'ite rebels. The
terms of the  cease-fire did not call for military efforts to prevent Iraq from using force, including
helicopters, to combat the Kurdish and Shi'ite uprisings that began shortly after the end of the war, but
several Members of Congress,  Administration officials, and many outside experts argued that the
United  States should forcibly prohibit Iraq's helicopter use as well.

93-3-19: Clinton Administration releases a US army report on Iraqi war crimes associated with the Persian Gulf
crisis. On April 27, 1993, after meeting with visiting INC representatives, Secretary of State
Christopher says US would propose that the UN Security Council create a commission to investigate
alleged Iraqi war crimes and crimes against humanity.
-- Increasing reports of unrest in the southern part of the country.  Southern Iraq is strictly off limits to
Ba'ath party officials and government employees after dark.  In fact, no one wants to travel to the south
after sundown except foreign aid workers and curious journalists.
-- Reconstruction in the south of civilian targets of the allied bombing has not been given the same
attention as those in the capital. Unlike Iraqi, where the rebuilding of bombed bridges in the south are
still under reconstruction and a primary effort has been given to rebuilding government structures.
"Southerners say that the intensive effort by the government to rebuild  damaged parts of the holy
shrines was a token to the south by the government," says  a well-informed resident of al-Basra.

93-3-23: The UN Security Council, after reviewing Iraq's compliance record and finding several areas of non or
incomplete compliance, decides to maintain economic sanctions against Iraq.

93-3-29: The UN Security Council, after reviewing Iraq's compliance record and finding several areas of non or
incomplete compliance, decides to maintain economic sanctions against Iraq.

93-4-9: Iraqi anti-aircraft fires at four US airplanes in the no-fly zone; the planes respond by bombing Iraqi
anti-aircraft positions.

93-4-14-16: Iraq attempts an assassination of President Bush during visit to Kuwait. The Kuwaitis capture a small
van loaded with 180 pounds of explosives, and confiscated detonators, timing devices, and other bomb
components. Sixteen of the seventeen suspects in the plot (11 Iraqi nationals) are in custody in Kuwait
and have been charged, and the trial of fourteen of them begin in Kuwait on June 5th. One of the Iraqi
defendant testifies that Iraqi intelligence was behind the plot.

93-4-16-18, 1993: Former US President Bush visits Kuwait.
93-4-16: Several relief agencies withdraw personnel from northern Iraq after a series of attacks on their

personnel attributed to Iraqi intelligence services.
93-4-18: According to US military statement, two US aircraft targeted by Iraqi anti-aircraft radar while

patrolling the northern no-fly zone. Iraqi batteries are located just south of the zone. One of the planes
fires a missile in response to the threat. Iraq denies threatening US aircraft.

93-4-26: US navy EA-6B patrolling the northern no-fly zone does not respond to an Iraqi surface-to-air missile
that was fired on it but fell short.

93-4-27: After meeting with visiting INC representatives, Secretary of State Christopher says US would propose
that the UN Security Council create a commission to investigate alleged Iraqi war crimes and crimes
against humanity.
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93-4-29: Kuwait announces the arrest of a group of Iraqis who were charged with planning to assassinate former
US President Bush during his visit to Kuwait. The arrests reportedly took place prior to Bush's April
visit.

93-4-30: The State Department releases "Patterns of Global Terrorism: 1992" which says Iraq is providing a
safe haven and support to the radical Turkish opposition Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).

93-5-1: Iraqi President Saddam Hussein orders the cancellation of the Iraqi 25-Dinar notes in an attempt to
withhold from the Kurds their main source of commercial exchange.  This act has brought anxiety to
the three million Kurds in northern Iraq.

93-5-5: Iraq abruptly closes its borders and announces it is taking the prewar 25 Dinar bank note out of
circulation. This wipes out the value of the 25 Dinar note holdings of many Kurds in Iraq.

93-5-19: US officials state that an FBI investigation had substantiated charges that the Iraqi government plotted
the assassination of former President Bush while visiting Kuwait in April 1993.

93-5-21: US Department of Defense announces that US aircraft patrolling the southern no-fly zone encountered
anti-aircraft gunfire three times in the past week but did not return fire.

93-5-22: The UN warns that relief for the Kurds in northern Iraq, as well as for the needy people hurting from
the trade embargo in other parts of the country, will be terminated unless Western countries contribute
more finances and supplies.

93-5-24: Secretary of State Christopher delivers warning to Iraq not to attack the Kurdish controlled territories
in the north, following reports of an Iraqi military buildup along the front with the Kurds.

93-5-25: UN Security Council again decides not to lift economic sanctions against Iraq because Iraq has not
complied fully with UN cease-fire resolutions.

93-6-1: Iran reports that Iraqi troops have surrounded the marsh areas, and the UN inspectors in the area back
up that claim.  The UN inspectors state that they find Iraqi Shi'ites living in the marshes under
appalling conditions with little food or fresh water. Iraqi troops reportedly withdraw when UN
humanitarian representative Sadruddin Agha Khan come to set up the UN relief center, but return a
few days later, after Sadruddin had departed.)

93-6-3: US military aircraft detect new efforts by Iraqi anti-aircraft units to track their flights over southern
Iraq.

93-6-10 to 93-7-17: A lengthy stand-off takes place between the Iraqi government and UN inspectors over Iraq's
refusal to allow inspectors to monitor two missile test sites south of Iraqi. UN monitors are withdrawn.

93-6-19: UN Special Commissioner for Iraqi Disarmament Rolf Ekeus and Iraqi government reach agreement on
renewing UN inspections of Iraqi weapons programs amid mounting fears that military reprisals will be
taken by coalition forces if a new inspections agreement is not reached.

93-6-24: Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agents and other US intelligence officers are sent to Kuwait to
conduct their own investigation, and report back to the President on that their findings confirmed the
view that Iraq was behind the plot. Iraq denies that it sponsored the attempt.

93-6-26: The USS Peterson, a Spruance-class destroyer in the Red Sea, and the USS Chancellorsville, a
Ticonderoga-class cruiser in the Persian Gulf, launches 23 Tomahawk missiles toward the Iraqi
intelligence headquarters in western Iraqi.  20 of the Tomahawks hit the 6-winged headquarters
building in the center of the intelligence complex. President Clinton President states that CIA and FBI
reports provide compelling evidence that Iraqi intelligence forces were behind the attempted
assassination of former President Bush in April and that the US was justified in acting against Iraq
under the self defense provisions of Article 51 of UN  Charter. In a briefing following the President’s
address, Defense Secretary Les Aspin and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Colin Powell
say the intelligence headquarters was selected as the target because the Iraqi intelligence services were
linked to the attempt on President Bush.

93-6-27 US Ambassador to UN  Madeleine Albright presents evidence to the Security Council, including
pictures of the van with 170 pounds of explosives and the detonator and other bomb components, that
link Iraq to the attempt on President Bush. US officials say the attack on the intelligence headquarters
was a qualified success based on early damage estimates. But, 3 of the Tomahawks missed their targets
and hit nearby residential areas, destroying several houses and killing 8 and wounding 12 civilians.
(Iraq claims to have shot down four of the missiles.) The US moves the aircraft carrier USS Theodore
Roosevelt and destroyers Arleigh Burke and Spruance from the Mediterranean to the Red Sea. (The
carrier USS Nimitz left the Persian Gulf on June 17 at the end of its 6-month tour.)
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-- The British Broadcasting Corporation, broadcasts the first extensive report on the mass murder of
Iraqi Kurds during 1988-1990.

93-6-28:  President Clinton sends a letter to Congress describing the missile attack on Iraq “consistent with the
War Powers Resolution.” The President also says the raids crippled Iraq’s military intelligence
capability, but some observers suggest that this capability was not severely damaged because of
redundancies in the system.

93-6-29: Iraqi anti-aircraft radar “locks on” to US planes flying over Basra Province in southern Iraq.  An F-4G
“Wild Weasel” fires one HARM missile at the radar site.  President Clinton tells the press that the
action follows standard US  rules of engagement over the no-fly zones, and that people should not read
to much into the incident. Iraqi sources say  one Iraqi soldier was wounded in the incident, which it
called a “cowardly act of aggression.”

93-7-1: US planes strike at anti-aircraft missile sites in series of missile attacks in no-fly zones over southern
and northern Iraq.

93-7-8: The approximately 100 foreign relief workers who continue to reside in the autonomous Kurdish
northern area of Iraq now solely travel with a backup car filled with armed guards and they never leave
their homes after dark.  The relief workers say that they feel as if they are the object of a "low-
intensity" campaign by Iraq to force out the only Western presence in northern Iraq.

93-7-16: Tehran-based Iraqi Shi'ite political figure Mohammed Baqir Hakim in a letter to UN Secretary General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali reports the recent refugee exodus and asks for UN aid for Iraqi Shi'ites in the
South.

93-10-1: A BBC documentary estimates that the actions of the Iraqi government have reduced the Marsh Arab
or Ma'dan population from 700,000 in 1980 (the last census) to less than 200,000.

93-11-12: Iraqi government forces step up military pressure against Shiite villages in southern Iraq forcing
thousands to flee deeper into the marshes or across the border into Iran.

93-11-19: UN teams enter the marshes of southern Iran to investigate reports that Iraqi forces have used poisoned
gas. Iraq is reported to be building a massive earthen barrier along the border with Iran.

93-11-23: Max van der Stoel, the UN special rapporteur for human rights in Iraq, warns that the survival of the
Marsh Arabs (Ma'dan) is threatened in spite of the UN no-fly zone, and that Iraq is continuing to
intensity its assaults and use of artillery. He indicates that he did not find signs of use of chemical
weapons, but has sent soil samples for analysis, a process that may take some months. He also warns
that Iraq is continuing to execute dissidents and occasionally shell Kurdish areas.

94-4-24: Iraq announces completion of a 65-mile canal through southern Iraq that would divert river waters away
from marshlands inhabited primarily by Shiite Iraqis to desert lands. The project has long been the
object of concern to human rights groups who charge that the primary reason for the project is to punish
the Shiite population in this region for their support of anti-government rebels and to make rebel bases
more accessible to government attack.

94-10-3-6: During a visit to Iraqi by Rolf Ekeus to discuss Iraqi compliance with UN weapons of mass destruction
resolutions—Iraq begins to warn of unspecified consequences if the oil export ban is not lifted in
conjunction with the Oct. 10, 1994, UNSCOM report to the Security Council. Iraq also warns that it
will stop cooperating with UNSCOM.

94-10-6: An UNSCOM report, is formally presented to the Security Council that says that that the long-term
monitoring program has begun, but, contrary to Iraqi desires, it does not set a timetable for testing the
monitoring system.)
-- During the week, Iraq orders at least two divisions (Hammurabi, al-Nida) of elite Republican Guard
troops to join approximately 40,000 regular troops in southern Iraq, around the city of Basra.

94-10-7: Secretary of Defense William Perry calls the Iraqi troop movements a cause for concern, and other US
defense officials say  the troop movements, which include the transport of ammunition and support
equipment, are not consistent with routine troop rotations.  Iraqi officials say Iraq has a right to deploy
its troops anywhere within its own borders. The Kuwaiti Cabinet meets in emergency session, and
Kuwait subsequently moves most of its 16,000-person force to the border with Kuwait, a much larger
display of force than it demonstrated in August 1990. Kuwait’s force is still too small and poorly armed
and trained to deter Iraq, , even though Iraq’s total military capability is about 40% of what it was
before the 1991 Persian Gulf war.
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94-10-8: President Clinton, states, “it would be a grave error for Iraq to repeat the mistakes of the past [the
August 1990 invasion of Kuwait] or to misjudge either American will or American power.” He states
the US would honor a commitment to defend Kuwait and to enforce UN resolutions on Iraq. Several US
defense officials are quoted by press reports as saying they do not believe Iraq intends to invade Kuwait
again, but that it is wise for the US to be prepared, given Saddam’s record of belligerence. The new US
forces join approximately 13,000 US Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine troops already in the Gulf.
The US forces can make use of a brigade’s worth of ground equipment (including M1A1 tanks and
Bradley Fighting Vehicles) prepositioned in Kuwait. That equipment is there under a September 1991
US defense pact with Kuwait. The total new forces to be deployed include: two additional Patriot missile
batteries; 350 additional combat aircraft, including B-52 bombers, F-117 Stealth fighters, F-15’s, F-
16’s, A-10 attack aircraft, AWACS surveillance aircraft, and U-2 reconnaissance aircraft; the 18,000-
member 1st Marine Expeditionary Force; and 16,000 Army troops from the 24th Mechanized Infantry
Division. The US deployment expands to 36,000 troops. An additional 156,000 troops are placed on
alert.

94-10-9: According to statements by US  officials, Iraq had about 80,000 troops in or heading toward southern
Iraq, assuming all Iraqi units were eventually filled out. The lead elements of the Iraqi deployment
reportedly go as close as 12 miles from the border with Kuwait. UN observers in the Iraq-Kuwait
demilitarized zone (6 miles into Iraq and 3 miles into Kuwait) report that the border area was quiet and
they do not see signs of the Iraqi buildup. UNSCOM says Iraq is not interfering with its operations in
Iraq, and a biological inspection team is conducting a mission there.  Some Kurdish figures based in
Turkey report a movement of Iraqi engineering units toward Kurdish controlled territory, but US
officials say  the buildup there was not substantial. Iraq also set up a tent camp along the border with
Kuwait, where up to 3,000 stateless Arabs were protesting their expulsions by Kuwait. Iraq’s Foreign
Minister Mohammad al-Sahhaf say Iraq seeks a diplomatic solution to the crisis.

94-10-10: Iraq’s Ambassador to UN  says  Iraq was redeploying its troops from the border area because of
“Security Council concerns” about the Iraqi buildup, though he says Iraq reserves the right to place its
troops anywhere within Iraq’s own territory. President Clinton says the US has not seen hard evidence
that Iraq is pulling back and the US deployments to the region continued.

94-10-11: Iraq invites defense attaches from China and Russia to monitor Iraqi troop withdrawals. Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff John Shalikashvili says there were indications that Iraq was undertaking a
withdrawal.

94-10-13: Russian Foreign Minister Kozyrev works out a joint statement with Iraq that implies that Iraq will
recognize Kuwait in exchange for the lifting of the oil embargo within six months. The US rejects the
Iraq-Russia statement.

94-10-15: US succeeds in gaining unanimous Security Council approval of Resolution 949, demanding that Iraq
not deploy its troops so as to threaten its neighbors. The resolution invokes Chapter VII (peace and
security) of the UN Charter but does not specify means of enforcement. US Ambassador to the UN
Albright says  the resolution gives the US authority to strike Iraq if it again moves Republican Guards
near Kuwait, but other Security Council members have not yet endorsed that view.

94-10-16: Secretary of State Christopher indicates that the Iraqi units are withdrawing.
94-10-17:  Iraq pulls back and Secretary of Defense Perry indicates that about 30,000 -- not the anticipated 36,000

-- will deploy to Kuwait. The Department of Defense says it is reviewing whether or not to send the
18,000 troops from the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force to Kuwait. In addition, the US appeared to scale
back the deployment of combat aircraft to the region.  Most of the new US units that arrive in Kuwait
have previously conducted exercises with Kuwait, using the US equipment prepositioned there. Many of
the combat aircraft are based in Saudi Arabia and Turkey, although Turkey is hesitant to allow an
attack on Iraq from its territory. The US also moves the carrier USS George Washington to move from
the Adriatic Sea into the Red Sea, within striking range of Iraq. Britain sends two ships, six Tornado
aircraft, and a battalion of troops to the Gulf. France, which had supported the idea of setting a firm
timetable for allowing Iraq to resume oil sales, sends a frigate to the Gulf.

94-11-10: Iraq issues a statement declaring that it "recognizes the sovereignty of the State of Kuwait, its territorial
integrity and political independence." (Renunciation of the claim that Kuwait was a "province" of Iraq
was one of several UN Security Council conditions to end economic sanctions on Iraq.
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95-1-10: Rolf Ekeus, Head of the UN special commission monitoring Iraqi disarmament, reported to the Security
Council that Iraq had recently turned over information on its chemical weapons programs that it had
failed to disclose for four years.

95-10-8: US orders the deployment of 4,000 additional troops to Kuwait.
95-10-15: Saddam Hussein is "re-elected" to another seven-year term as President of Iraq in a referendum in which

he was the sole candidate. Saddam reportedly won 99.96% of the vote.
95-2-27: Max Van der Stoel, the former Dutch Foreign Minister who has been charged by the UN with

monitoring human rights abuses in Iraq, characterized Iraq as among "the worst offenders of human
rights since the Second World War."

95-4-10: Rolf Ekeus stated that the Iraqi government had withheld information from UN  that suggested that Iraq
planned and perhaps began a biological weapons program in the 1980s.

95-4-16: Iraqi Cabinet formally turns down a UN Security Council offer to allow Iraq to sell up to $2 billion
worth of oil to purchase food and medicines which would have contributed to alleviating supply
shortages harming Iraqi citizens. Iraqi troops loyal to Saddam Hussein reportedly put down an uprising
led by elite Republican guard troops. The Iraqi government denied the report.

95-7-11: UN votes to renew trade sanctions on Iraq. Observers described the extension as a "foregone
conclusion" after UN arms inspector Rolf Ekeus reported that, after four years of denials, Iraq had
admitted that it produced biological weapons in 1989 and 1990.

95-8-8: Jordan grants asylum to two sons-in-law of Saddam Hussein, Lt. Gen. Hussein Kamel Hassan al-Majid,
who had supervised Iraq's weapons of mass destruction development programs since 1987, and his
brother, Lt. Col. Saddam Kamel Hassan al-Majid, who formerly headed the presidential security forces.
The two men were married to the two eldest daughters of Saddam Hussein.

95-8-17:  During a visit to Iraqi, Iraq provides new information to Ekeus, admitting inter alia that it began a
crash nuclear weapons programs in April 1990 that sought to produce a nuclear weapon by April 1991.
Observers speculated that Iraq's new candor was prompted by the defection of Hussein Kamel who the
Iraqi government believed would cooperate with UN inspectors and Western governments to provide
previously undisclosed information on Iraqi weapons programs.

96-2-20: Hussein and Saddam Kamel, Saddam's two sons-in-law who requested asylum in Jordan in August
1995, return to Iraqi after receiving Iraqi government "pardons."

96-2-23: Hussein and Saddam Kamel killed in Iraqi, allegedly at the hands of family members. Iraq agrees to
stop blocking removal of parts of 134 SCUD long-range missile motors. This removal has been blocked
since November 1996. UNSCOM stated that "Iraq still possesses a force of operational missiles
proscribed by Security Council Resolution 687."

96-3-15: In response to further Iraqi provocations, the US dispatches eight F-117A stealth fighters to Kuwait,
four B-52 bombers to the British base at Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean, two Patriot missile batteries
to Saudi Arabia, and a second aircraft carrier along with additional aircraft and air defense units to the
region. (The second aircraft carrier returns home in October.)

96-5-20: Iraq and UN  sign an "oil-for-food" deal which would allow Iraq to sell $2 billion worth of oil for food
and medical supplies to be supplied to Iraqi civilians under UN supervision.

96-6-22-23, 1996: First Arab Summit since 1990 is held. Iraq is sole Arab nation not invited to attend.
96-8-1:  Saddam Hussein sends Iraqi forces into northern Iraq, capturing Irbil, a key city inside the Kurdish safe

haven protected by US-led forces.
96-8-2: Raed Ahmad, an Iraqi weight lifter who carried his country's flag at the 1996 Summer Olympics in

Atlanta, requests political asylum in the US.
96-8-31: An Iraqi force estimated at three armored divisions comprising 30,000-40,000 personnel invaded the

Kurdish provisional capital of Irbil, which lies approximately seven miles within the allied-imposed no-
fly zone and had been seized by one of the two leading Kurdish factions, the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK) in May 1994. Iraq advances at the invitation of Massud Barzani, leader of a rival
Kurdish faction, the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP). Over the next few days, and without much
additional Iraqi help, the KDP captured major Kurdish cities from the PUK, which is supported by Iran.
Numerous PUK members and other Kurds seek refuge in Iran. President  Clinton places US forces in
the Gulf on alert.
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-- The resulting US troop deployments to the Persian Gulf region in the aftermath of the Iraqi incursion
bring the total US personnel strength in the region to approximately 30,000 by late September, although
some forces are withdrawn by Christmas..

96-9-1: Responding to Iraqi attacks in northern Iraq and Iraqi efforts to renegotiate the accord, UN Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali freezes implementation of Iraqi "oil-for-food "accord. US ships and
airplanes fire scores of cruise missiles at military targets to punish the Iraqi military and discourage
loyalty to Saddam Hussein. President Clinton extends the southern no-fly zone to just south of Iraqi.

96-9-3-4: US military forces in the Persian Gulf region launch two missile attacks on Iraqi military and command
positions in southern Iraq. Iraqi forces withdraw from Erbil. Foreign observers noted that voters were
required to sign their ballots. Jordan's King Hussein described the vote as a "farce."

96-9-3: At 12:15 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time (7:15 a.m., Iraq time), US forces launch 27 cruise missiles at
military targets in the southern part of Iraq, 14 from the USS Laboon guided missile destroyer and the
USS Shilo cruiser in the Persian Gulf, and 13 from two B-52 bombers that fly from Guam. The US says
the strikes are warning to Iraq to comply with Gulf War cease-fire resolutions. A Pentagon spokesman
goes on to describe the strikes as a mopping-up operation, designed to destroy Iraqi air defenses that
might threaten allied enforcement of an expanded no-fly zone. Subsequently, a US F-16 fighter aircraft
fired two anti-radiation missiles at an Iraqi radar. Later on the same day, President Clinton announced
that the US mission had been largely accomplished. President Clinton announces that he is widening
the no-fly zone over southern Iraq (extending it northward from the 32nd to the 33rd parallel) and would
not allow a limited oil sale by Iraq under a recent UN resolution to take place until Iraq abandons its
aggressive policies President Saddam Hussein orders his forces to ignore the no-fly zones and shoot
down intruders.

96-9-4: US launches second wave of cruise missiles at Iraqi military targets in what America says is effort to
destroy Iraq's ability to attack aircraft enforcing expanded no-fly zone in southern Iraq.

96-9-11:  Iraq fires one surface-to-air missile at two US F-16 jets policing no-fly zone over northern Iraq.
96-9-13: Iraq announces that it would suspend all attacks against allied war planes patrolling the two no-fly

zones. Announcement came as US military build-up in Gulf gathered pace, including the dispatch of
5,000 troops. September 12: The US moves F-117A stealth bombers and B-52 long-range bombers into
position to prepare for possible air strikes. Iraq announces it fired three missiles at allied planes in the
northern and southern no-fly zones.
-- Iraq makes a surprise announcement it will suspend all attacks against allied warplanes patrolling
two no-fly zones. The announcement comes as US military build-up in Gulf gathers pace, including
5,000 troops, and a reinforced squadron of US F-16 fighter aircraft deploys to Bahrain.

96-9-17: President Clinton orders approximately 3,000 US Army troops from the 1st Cavalry Division at Ft.
Hood, Texas to deploy to Kuwait, joining an additional US 1,200 troops already there. By late
September, US troop strength in the region, including personnel embarked on ships, approached
30,000.

96-10-13: PUK militia regroups and launches a counterattack, recapturing significant portions of territory they had
previously lost, and the situation remains fluid. Iran has denied allegations by both KDP and Turkish
officials that the PUK counterattack received Iranian military support. The US expresses grave concern,
puts forces in the Persian Gulf region on alert, and warned Iraq to withdraw.

96-10-29: US Secretary of Defense William Perry says the 4,200 troops in Kuwait will depart before Christmas,
but adds that 1,800 Marines will remain off shore for rapid deployment and that the F-117A stealth
fighters would remain in Kuwait as a warning to Iraq and Iran.

96-11-3: US says jet fires missile at Iraqi radar, but Iraq denies incident, accuses White House of spreading “false
news" to help Clinton's re-election chances.

97-1-1: Russia and France urge Iraq to back down, but both nations say they are against unilateral action.
97-1-1-6:  "Oil-for-food" program implemented. The proceeds of this limited oil sale, all of which must be

deposited in a UN escrow account, are required be used to purchase food, medicine, and other material
and supplies for essential civilian needs for all Iraqi citizens and to fund vital UN activities regarding
Iraq.

97-2-23. The Government of Iraq agrees to stop blocking removal from Iraq of remnants of some 134 scud long-
range missile motors (with key components stripped by Iraq and still unaccounted for). This removal
had been blocked since November 18, 1996, which reinforced UNSCOM concerns that "Iraq still
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possesses a force of operational missiles proscribed by Security Council Resolution 687." A December
30, 1996, UN Security Council presidential statement had said, "the Council deplores the refusal by
Iraq" to let UNSCOM remove these remnants for analysis at laboratories of its choice.

97-3-7-20. An UNSCOM team is delayed for up to 3 hours at sites labeled "presidential" by Iraqis, who then allow
inspectors only limited access. After these delays and limitations, the team finds nothing of concern, but
does not claim blockage.

97-4-19: Iraq agrees to extend the Nov. 5 deadline until after UN  assesses its mission. U-2 flights are suspended.
97-5-20: Iraq and UN  sign an "oil-for-food" deal which would allow Iraq to sell $2 billion worth of oil for food

and medical supplies to be supplied to Iraqi civilians under UN supervision.
97-6-4:  Iraqis manhandle an UNSCOM photographer while airborne in an UNSCOM helicopter, and grab at

the fuel control.
97-6-5: An Iraqi grabs at an UNSCOM helicopter control stick.
97-6-7: An Iraqi puts a foot on the UNSCOM helicopter collective control, and Iraqi helicopters fly in front of

UNSCOM helicopters to block them—including overlapping of rotors within a few feet.
97-6-10: UNSCOM team is prohibited entry to a suspected prohibited weapons-procurement facility for seven

hours, and finds it to be completely cleared out following wholesale movement of documents in front of
the inspectors.

97-6-12: An UNSCOM team is blocked on a road and simply told it may go no further toward what Iraq claims
to be a “presidential” site, even though the chief inspector says his team has no interest in any palaces.
Later that day, another team is denied access to a previously inspected Republican Guard site.

97-6-13: The Security Council adopts a presidential statement that “deplores” the incidents of June 4, 5 and 7,
for “endangering the helicopters and their crews,” calling on Iraq to “put an end to all such actions.”

97-6-18: Rolf Ekeus, UNSCOM chairman of UNSCOM, briefs the UN Security Council that UNSCOM
witnessed Iraqis burning, shredding, and fleeing with stacks of documents while inspectors were
blocked.

97-6-21: UN Security Council unanimously adopts Resolution 1115: The three key provisions are: 1.) condemns
Iraq’s refusal of access as "clear and flagrant violation" of relevant resolutions, 2.) suspends sanctions
reviews until after UNSCOM's October six-month report to the Council, and 3.) expresses the "firm
intention to impose additional measures" if Iraq does not comply.

97-6-7: UN Security Council Resolution 1111 renews "oil-for-food" program.
97-6-10, an UNSCOM team is prohibited entry to a suspected prohibited weapons-procurement facility for seven

hours, and finds it to be completely cleared out following wholesale movement of documents in front of
the inspectors.

97-6-12: An UNSCOM team is blocked on a road and simply told it may go no further toward what Iraq claims
to be a "presidential" site, even though the chief inspector says his team has no interest in any palaces.
Later that day, another team is denied access to a previously inspected Republican Guard site.

97-6-13: The Security Council adopts a presidential statement that "deplores" the incidents of June 4, 5 and 7, for
"endangering the helicopters and their crews," calling on Iraq to "put an end to all such actions."

97-6-18, Rolf Ekeus briefs the Council that UNSCOM has witnessed Iraqis burning, shredding, and fleeing with
stacks of documents while inspectors were blocked.

97-6-21: The UN Security Council unanimously adopts resolution 1115: (1) condemning Iraq's refusal of access
as "clear and flagrant violation" of relevant resolutions, (2) suspending sanctions reviews until after
UNSCOM's October six-month report to the Council, and (3) expressing the "firm intention to impose
additional measures" if Iraq does not comply.

97-6-22-23: First Arab Summit since 1990 is held. Iraq is sole Arab nation not invited to attend.
97-6-4,5,7: In three separate incidents Iraqi personnel and aircraft interfered with UNSCOM airborne operations,

including Iraqi helicopters spying in front of UNSCOM helicopters to block their mission.
97-6-4: Iraqis manhandle an UNSCOM photographer while airborne in an UNSCOM helicopter, and grab at

the fuel control. On June 5, an Iraqi grabs at an UNSCOM helicopter control stick. On June 7, an Iraqi
puts a foot on the UNSCOM helicopter collective control, and Iraqi helicopters fly in front of UNSCOM
helicopters to block them: including overlapping of rotors within a few feet.

97-7-1. Richard Butler (of Australia) replaces Rolf Ekeus as Executive Chairman of UNSCOM.
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97-8-4: Richard Butler, head of the commission investigating Iraqi weapons programs, reports that the Iraqis
have declared wide areas off-limits and expresses anxiety about the future of the UN program in Iraq.
During his visit to Iraqi days earlier, he was lambasted as a US  tool by government-controlled media.

97-9-27 & 29, and October 1, 1997: An UNSCOM team is blocked at three sites termed by Iraq as "presidential."
Limited access is gained to sites declared "sensitive" by Iraq but the team finds clear evidence of recent
sanitizing.

97-9-12: The US moves F-117A stealth bombers into position to prepare for possible air strikes against Iraq. Iraq
announces it fired three missiles at allied planes policing the northern and southern no-fly zones.

97-9-17. Security Council press statement says the Council views "in the gravest terms" (1) incidents on
September 13 outside a large military base, including vehicle movements inside the site while an
UNSCOM team was blocked outside, in-flight manhandling of an UNSCOM photographer, and
interfering with safety of flight: thus invalidating the inspection; and (2) incidents on September 15
outside another large Republican Guard base, including vehicle movements while a team was delayed
for 3 hours.

97-9-27 & 29, and October 1: An UNSCOM team is blocked at three sites termed by Iraq as "Presidential."
Limited access is gained to sites declared "sensitive" by Iraq.

97-10-6: UNSCOM six-month report to the Security Council notes large gaps in Iraq's declarations for its long-
range missile, chemical and biological weapons programs. (a) In the missile area, specific concern is
expressed over "Iraq's actions to retain launchers ... accounting for special warheads (and) propellants
... major engine components ... guidance instruments ... and proscribed modification, testing and
acquisition activities after the adoption of resolution 687." (b) In the chemical weapons area, large
quantities of CW agents, munitions, special warheads, and especially VX nerve agent mass-production
capabilities and product denied by Iraq. (c) In the biological weapons area, UNSCOM reports that a
panel of experts from 13 member states unanimously found that "the outstanding problems are
numerous and grave." (d) As for concealment, "the Commission strongly believes that relevant
materials and documents remain in Iraq, and that there have been highly coordinated actions designed
to mislead the Commission."

97-10-23: UNSCR 1134 is adopted (10-0-5, with abstentions by China, Egypt, France, Kenya, Russia). It
expresses "grave concern at the report of additional incidents since the adoption of resolution 1115,"
reaffirms "its determination to ensure full compliance by Iraq with all its obligations under all previous
relevant resolutions ... condemns the repeated refusal of the Iraqi authorities ... to allow access to sites
designated by the special commission ... decides that such refusals to cooperate constitute a flagrant
violation of Security Council resolutions. ... Expresses the firm intention (if Iraq does not comply) to
adopt measures which would oblige all states to prevent without delay the entry into or transit through
their territories of all Iraqi officials and members of the Iraqi armed forces who are responsible. ... (and)
decides further, to begin to designate ... individuals whose entry or transit would be prevented. ... (as
well as) decides not to conduct the day sanctions reviews) until after ... 11 April 1998."

97-10-29: The Government of Iraq informs the president of the Security Council that beginning on October 30 Iraq
will not deal with Americans working with the Special Commission, and demands that all UNSCOM
Americans leave Iraq within seven days. It demands that the UN set a timetable to lift seven-year-old
economic sanctions. The Security Council warns Iraq faces "serious consequences" for its defiance and
the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) suspends all field operations. A three-week-long crisis ensues
during which US assembles force of 30 warships, 250 planes and bombers in the region. In following
days, Iraq refuses to allow UNSCOM inspectors of American nationality to either inspect or arrive in
Iraq on UNSCOM aircraft, then delays the expulsion order while a 3-member UN delegation sent by the
Secretary-General visits Iraqi for talks. The Americans are then forced by Iraq, during the night of
November 12, to drive overland to Amman, after which UNSCOM and the IAEA immediately draw
down to caretaker status.

97-10-30: Iraq announces it does not fear the use of force and officials begin obstructing American involvement in
the inspections, turning away two US members of the UNSCOM team. Iraq bars two American
inspectors returning from a vacation into the country.

97-10-31: Rival Kurdish groups in northern Iraq engage in fiercest fighting since a cease-fire collapsed two weeks
ago. Scores are killed and wounded in the clashes
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97-11-1: Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan says Iraq will not allow American arms inspectors to take part in
weapons inspections resuming on Monday. Russia and France urge Iraq to withdraw its ban, but caution
against unilateral anti-Iraqi action.

97-11-2: UN  Secretary-General Kofi Annan announces he will send a three-man mission to Iraqi to try to
resolve the situation. Iraq sends back three American members of a UN team of experts arriving from
Bahrain to resume arms inspections. The Arab League says it is against a military solution. US House of
Representatives Speaker Newt Gingrich says Washington should take "whatever steps are necessary" to
enforce UN  rules against Iraq.
-- Thousands of demonstrators take to the streets of Iraqi calling for the ouster of the US arms
inspectors.

97-11-3: Iraq issues a less-than-veiled threat it will shoot down the U-2 spy planes keeping Iraq under
surveillance for UN  if the UN does not cancel the flights. Iraq blocks US members of UN team from
weapons site. UN halts three inspections. The US announces it has moved up the scheduled arrival in
the Gulf of the aircraft carrier Nimitz to show its concern about enforcing the no-fly zones in Iraq.

97-11-4: Iraq turns back UN  weapons inspectors for a second day, saying it will not grant access to teams that
included Americans. Iraq pushes back its deadline to expel American arms inspectors and UN , in turn,
suspends U-2 spy plane flights while a special UN  delegation in the country. The delay in the expulsion
ban and the U-2 flights meant a respite of at least five days, until the special UN  delegation returns
next week.

97-11-5: Annan’s three envoys arrive in Iraqi to meet Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz. UN  accuses Iraq
of obstructing its weapons monitoring system by hiding equipment from surveillance cameras.

97-11-6: Iraq says it has removed some weapons equipment from sites to escape possible US military attack.
Washington threatens economic sanctions or military action if Iraq does not comply with UN .
Responding to tension over a standoff with Iraq in the Gulf, the US says its postponing a scheduled
weekend port call for the aircraft carrier Nimitz in the United Arab Emirates.

97-11-7:  The head of Annan’s delegation Lakhdar Brahimi tells reporters that Iraq stood by its ban after their
discussions. He says Aziz gave them letter which they will take back to New York. Aziz says Iraq is
ready for "constructive dialogue" with UN  on the dispute and he wants to go to New York for talks with
UNSCOM Chairman Richard Butler. He says Iraq will not expel the American inspectors while talks
continue. He condemns what he says is US domination of UNSCOM and says Iraq is taking precautions
against a US attack.
-- US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright says she expects "firm action" to compel Iraqi compliance.
Iraq presses its request for UN  weapons inspectors to halt U-2 flights and repeats a veiled threat they
could be shot down. Butler says U-2 flights are to resume. UN arms inspectors tell the Security Council
that Iraq still refuses to disclose full details of its banned weapons l; programs and is imposing new
restrictions on the inspections. UN envoys hold a press conference and announce that Saddam rejects
the UN position on the composition of the UNSCOM inspection team.

97-11-8: Jan Eliasson, member of Annan’s mission to Iraqi, says the Iraqi reply insists that US  members of
UNSCOM should leave Iraq. President Clinton weighs options towards Iraq in meeting with military
and foreign policy advisers.

97-11-9: Annan characterizes the dispute with Iraq as "serious" and worrying. Saddam declares his country has
to choose between "a life with dignity and honor" or confrontation in its dispute with UN .

97-11-10: Annan meets with Aziz, but fails to convince Iraq to rescind its ban on US weapons inspectors. The US
says the Security Council should condemn Iraq, threaten it with "serious consequences" and impose
travel sanctions on officials who blocked UN  inspections. UN sends a U-2 spy plane over central Iraq,
but there are no incidents despite Iraqi threats to shoot down such aircraft. Iraqi Foreign Minister
Mohammed al-Sahaf issues another veiled threat, saying Iraq now consideres the U-2s to be alien
aircraft and not part of the UN  weapons surveillance program. Several hundred Iraqi families head to
presidential palaces in Iraqi vowing to act as human shields in case of a US attack. UNSCOM provides
a list of Iraqi noncompliance with Security Council resolutions.

97-11-11: Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf says his government will not call off the ban on
American inspectors unless trade sanctions are eased or the Security Council sends key members to Iraq
to verify arms compliance.



Iraq Crisis: Background Chronology                                    12/4/98                                               Page 21

Copyright Anthony H. Cordesman, all rights reserved.

97-11-12. The Security Council unanimously imposes a travel ban on Iraqi officials who interfere with inspections
and condemns Iraq for blocking American UN arms inspectors. The UN Security Council resolution
rejects Iraq's proposal to impose conditions on its cooperation with the Special Commission because of
the national composition of the inspection teams and condemns Iraq. UNSCR 1137, "taking note with
grave concern of the letter of 29 October 1997, from the deputy prime minister of Iraq, conveying the
unacceptable decision of the government of Iraq to seek to impose conditions on its cooperation with the
Special Commission.... condemns the continued violations by Iraq of its obligations. Its denial of entry
... to sites designated by the Special Commission for inspection to Special Commission inspectors on the
grounds of their nationality, its implicit threat to the safety of the reconnaissance aircraft operating on
behalf of the Special Commission.... decides ... to designate ... a list of individuals whose entry or transit
will be prevented under the provisions of (UNSCR 1134).... (and) expresses the firm intention to take
further measures as may be required for the implementation of this resolution."

97-11-13: In a presidential statement of November 13, the Council again condemns the Iraqi decision.  Iraq
announces it will expel the American arms monitors immediately and US weapons inspectors leave
Iraq. Iraq ejects six remaining American arms inspectors. UNSCOM Chairman Richard Butler
announces he has decided to withdraw all UNSCOM staff November 14 and leave a skeleton staff at the
Iraqi Center to sustain the UNSCOM facility pending resolution of the crisis.

97-11-14: President Clinton orders the USS George Washington to the Gulf "as a prudent measure to help assure
that we have the forces we need for any contingency." This sends a second US aircraft carrier to the
Gulf and Britain puts a squadron of warplanes on 48-hour alert, and dispatches aircraft carrier.
UNSCOM head Richard Butler pulls inspection teams out of Iraq, leaves skeleton staff.

97-11-15: A newspaper owned by the son of Saddam urges Arabs to attack American and British targets in the
region to show solidarity with Iraq.

97-11-16: The US says it has received a commitment from Russia to intervene in the crisis and makes a similar
appeal to France.

97-11-17: The US considers sending more fighter planes to the Gulf region as well as increasing the amount of oil
Iraq can sell to buy food and other humanitarian goods.

97-11-18: Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz meets in Moscow with Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov and
President Boris Yeltsin. Primakov says Russia has worked out a plan to bring a peaceful end to the
crisis.

97-11-19. Butler and his experts brief the Security Council on Iraq's noncompliance.
97-11-19: US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright cuts her trip to India short to attend talks in Geneva on the

Iraqi crisis. UN Security Council has closed-door meeting on Iraq situation.
97-11-20. Iraq announces that UNSCOM may return to resume its ordinary work. P-5 foreign ministers, meeting

in Geneva, issue a statement calling for "unconditional and complete fulfillment by Iraq of all relevant
resolutions of the UN Security Council," and note that on the following Friday a meeting of the UN
Special Commission will discuss "ways to make UNSCOM's work more effective."
-- Emergency meeting of the Commissioners of the UN Special Commission, reported that, among other
things, "the systematic concealment activities conducted by Iraq." Additionally, the commissioners
found: that, among other things, "the systematic concealment activities conducted by Iraq." The five
permanent members of the UN Security Council underscored their solidarity "aimed at the
unconditional and complete fulfillment by Iraq of all of the relevant resolutions of the UN Security
Council."
-- Iraq and Russia agree arms inspectors can return to work. Russia to promote lifting of sanctions
against Iraq once Iraq complies with UN resolutions. Iraq says Russia will guarantee measures
including “balanced representation" of members in UNSCOM, suspending inspection of presidential
sites and flights of US-operated U-2 spy planes.
-- After reviewing a letter from Iraq on resuming weapons inspections, the Security Council gives
UNSCOM the go-ahead to return to Iraq. UN arms inspectors are allowed back into Iraq.

97-11-21: Emergency meeting of the commissioners of the UN Special Commission. The report of this meeting is
given by Executive Chairman Butler to the Security Council on November 22, noting among other
things "the systematic concealment activities conducted by Iraq." UN arms inspectors, including four
Americans, return to Iraq to resume inspections. Upon their return to Iraq, UN arms inspectors find that
the Iraqis have dismantled equipment and moved around and destroyed physical evidence and files.
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97-11-23: Iraq announces it will exclude from inspection sites "palaces and official residences." UN officials have
suspected for two years that such sites were being used to conceal illicit items. Some of the excluded
areas are several square miles in size. The Security Council adopted Resolution 1134 stating its
intention to impose travel restrictions on Iraqi officials if Iraq continues to obstruct weapons
inspections.

97-11-26: President of the United Arab Emirates, Sheikh Zaid bin Sultan al-Nahayan, says a decision on Iraq’s
return to the Arab fold should be taken by a majority rather than by consensus, “Let’s tell this man that
you have erred towards us...but we now tell you ‘welcome back as a faithful brother’.”

97-11-27: Iraq's National Assembly recommends that ties with the UN inspectors be suspended until a timetable is
set to lift Security Council sanctions against Iraq
-- Secretary-General Annan announces he is considering raising the amount of oil Iraq is allowed to sell
over the six months for food, medicine and other goods to $3 billion.

97-11-29: Iraq drops its all-or-nothing stand on the easing of UN sanctions Saturday, clearing the way for the
renewal of limited exemptions that allow it to buy badly needed food and medicine. An American U-2
surveillance plane flies another UN mission over Iraq, without interference. Iraq called the flight a
violation of its airspace, but has yet to try to make good on its threat to shoot down the U-2s.

97-11-30: UN considers allowing Iraq to sell more oil to buy badly needed food and medicine. The US says it
might consider letting Iraq sell more oil to buy badly needed food and medicine despite the standoff
with Iraq.
-- Nearly 100 small wooden caskets are paraded through the Iraqi capital Sunday in a government-
sponsored funeral procession for children whose deaths Iraq blames on UN sanctions. Iraqi officials say
the youngsters, some just babies, died for lack of food or medicine in the past two days. They blamed the
deaths on UN sanctions imposed on Iraq after its 1990 invasion of neighboring Kuwait.
-- Syria renews its opposition to any military action against Iraq in its dispute with UN over weapons
inspection

97-12-1: Secretary-General Kofi Annan recommends increasing the $2 billion worth of oil Iraq is allowed to sell
every six months under a UN  “oil-for-food" plan, but stops short of proposing a figure
-- Massive amounts of US military planes and ships remain in the Gulf.

97-12-2: Saddam Hussein pressures UN  to either lift sanctions against Iraq or change the terms of the food-for-
oil program.

97-12-3: The UN Security Council reiterates its demand "that Iraq fulfill all its obligations as set out in all the
relevant resolutions."
--  Iraq’s deputy prime minister, Tariq Aziz, asks Richard Butler to set timetables for closing arms files
when he visits Iraqi next week , but  Butler rejects these proposals.
-- The new head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohammed El Baradei ,says he
saw no signs that Iraq had resumed a nuclear weapons program during the temporary absence of
western inspectors. “We can now say that we have managed to remove or destroy or render harmless all
nuclear items that came to our knowledge.”
-- Maj. Gen. Hussam Mohammed Amin, the director of Iraq’s National Monitoring Commission. says
Iraq has returned all the monitoring machines removed from suspected weapons-making sites during its
standoff with UN . UN  inspectors are told that none of the equipment `”was used whatsoever from Oct.
30 to Nov. 22 and that all the adhesive tape, stamps, monitoring material and sensors are safe and
sound.”

97-12-4: The Security Council unanimously approved a resolution extending its "oil-for-food" program to help
needy Iraqi civilians. The UN Security Council votes to renew, and expand, the food-for-oil
arrangement with Iraq, paving the way for Saddam Hussein to purchase much-needed food and medical
supplies for the Iraqi people.
-- Britain and the US warn that they remain prepared to use military force if necessary to force Iraq to
allow unrestricted UN  searches of the country for chemical and biological arms.
--  Iraq releases two Iranians jailed since 1991.

97-12-5: Iraq shuts down its oil pipeline to Turkey and says it will not export any more fuel until UN  approves a
plan for distributing food bought with oil revenues Iraqi foreign ministry spokesman expresses deep
regret because the Security Council decision to renew the contract for oil in return for food and
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medicine does not take into consideration that exports of oil and supply of food, medicine and other
humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people must be simultaneous.
-- UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights urges the Security Council to consider the
economic and social rights of a country’s poor before imposing sanctions on it. The statement is adopted
the same day the Security Council renewed for six months the UN  oil-for-food plan for Iraq as a limited
exception to sweeping international economic sanctions imposed since Iraq’s troops invaded Kuwait in
August 1990. The UN  Children’s Fund published a survey the previous week saying there had been a
dramatic deterioration in the nutritional well-being of Iraqi children since sanctions were imposed.
-- The US accuses the Iraqi government of manipulative indifference to suffering in refusing to pump
oil until it agrees on a new plan for food distribution with the UN.
-- Iraq’s foreign minister tells his Iranian counterpart that Iraq is prepared to resolve disputes hindering
better ties between the two former foes.
-- Some 20,000 Turkish troops launched an offensive Friday against Turkish Kurds in northern Iraq.
Iraq condemns the Turkish raid and calls on its neighbor to withdraw its troops immediately.

97-12-8: Iraq’s President Saddam Hussein is reported to tell a cabinet meeting that the credibility of the US had
been eroded by its repeated showdowns with Iraq. State television reports Saddam told his ministers
Washington “is not in the same position as it was two years ago because its credibility has been shaken,
while Iraq is more able to break through the veils of deception than two years ago.” Saddam reviews the
latest plans for construction of a mosque bearing his name and capable of holding 30,000 worshippers
-- Iraqi Deputy President Taha Yassin Ramadan, the highest-ranking Iraqi to visit Iran for years, flies to
Tehran for an Islamic summit.
-- Iraqi newspapers report Iraq has formally approved the extension of its oil-for-food deal with UN  for
another six months but give no sign that Iraq is backing down on demands for swifter delivery of
humanitarian supplies before it resumes oil exports.

97-12-10:  Iraq’s oil minister, Lt. Gen. Amer Mohammed Rashid, insists that UN  arms inspectors may not enter
President Saddam Hussein’s palaces, setting the stage for a confrontation two days before visit by
Richard Butler

97-12-15: Butler says Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz told him Iraq would never allow inspectors to
enter presidential sites. Butler says Iraq is prepared to let inspectors into other sensitive sites “in varying
degrees." Butler also says his talks with Iraqi officials on Iraq’s chemical and biological weapons
programs yielded little new information. “Biology didn’t present anything new at all. In fact (Iraq gave)
a rather defiant statement that says : ‘Nothing, there is nothing...Chemistry, we are still arguing about
the very important nerve gas called VX."
-- US Condemns Iraq's Execution of Jordanian Students.

97-12-16-24: An UNSCOM team inspects various sites declared "sensitive" by Iraq. Limited access is given by
Iraq, but with clear evidence of computer materials having been removed during entry delays. Iraq
accuses the chief inspector (an American) of being a spy, and blocks an UNSCOM photographer from
taking photos over one site.
-- Iraqi newspaper urges rebel Kurds to come to Iraqi for dialogue to resolve their differences with the
Iraqi government
-- Butler leaves Iraq.
-- US welcomes Saudi initiative to enable Libyan and Iraqi pilgrims to meet their Hajj obligations, and
announced it would request appropriate UN approval.

97-12-17: Iraq rejects a UN offer to work out special arrangements to enable UNSCOM to inspect its numerous
presidential sites.

97-12-20 Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz accuses chief UN  arms inspector Richard Butler of making
“unobjective and inaccurate” statements about banned weapons hidden in Iraq’s so-called presidential
sites. “Butler is still unobjective and inaccurate and his statements were aimed at serving an American
plot which aims at a fabricated escalation (of a standoff between Iraq and the UN  and US).”
-- Lieutenant-General Amir Muhammad Rasheed, Iraq’s oil minister, says his country would resume oil
exports as soon as UN  approved plans to distribute food and medicine.
-- Iraqi spokesman urges Gulf Arab states to change their attitude toward Iraq after a Revolutionary
Command Council meeting chaired by Saddam Hussein, and praises “statements made by President
Sheikh Zaid bin Sultan al-Nahayan of the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah bin
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Abdul-Aziz...We hope such positive statements will lead to...a new Gulf policy among Arabian Gulf
states to end the negative state prevailing in the Arab world.”

97-12-22: Following talks in Iraqi December 12-16, Butler briefs the Council December 18, and on December 22
a Council presidential statement "stresses that failure by the government of Iraq to provide the Special
Commission with immediate, unconditional access to any site or category of sites is unacceptable and a
clear violation of the relevant resolutions." The UN Security Council says  that Iraq's failure to provide
UN weapons inspectors with immediate, unconditional access to any site in Iraq "is unacceptable and a
clear violation" of UN resolutions.
-- Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh says Iraq has successfully concluded talks with UN
over an aid distribution plan under its oil-for-food deal

97-12-29: Iraq says it will ask UN  to allocate some of the revenues of its oil-for-food deal to cover expenses of
Iraqis going on pilgrimage to Mecca next March.
-- State Department spokesman James Foley criticizes an Iraqi decision to cut food rations for its people
on grounds that food received under its oil deal with UN  has been insufficient. Spokesman James Foley
says Iraq ordered the cuts even though it had acted to defer UN  approval of $120 million worth of
contracts for food purchases.
-- Iraq agrees to supply Jordan with more than 35 million barrels of oil in 1998 at half the world price

97-12-31:  Iranian President Mohammed Khatami sends a congratulatory message to Iraq’s Saddam Hussein to
mark the Moslem holy month of Ramadan, the first such gesture in 17 years.
--US State Department says it has credible reports of mass summary executions of political prisoners in
Iraq in recent weeks. “Over the past several weeks we’ve received a number of, we believe, credible
reports that the Iraqi regime may have ordered the summary execution of hundreds if not thousands of
political detainees at Abu Graib prison and the Radwaniyah detention camp near Iraqi.”

98-1-2: Iraq condemns naval exercise Turkey plans to hold with Israel and the US in the Mediterranean, calling
it a provocative act against the Arab world.

98-1-3:  Iraq condemns a rocket attack against UN  headquarters in Iraqi, saying it was carried out by  “hostile
parties.”
-- Ship loaded with medical supplies donated by the United Arab Emirates arrives in Basra in southern
Iraq

98-1-10: Pope John Paul II uses his annual state of the world address to condemn the UN  economic embargo
against Iraq, recalling “our brothers and sisters in Iraq, living under a pitiless embargo.”

98-1-11:  A new team of UN weapons inspectors arrives in Iraqi and an official Iraqi spokesman says its
composition is unbalanced in favor of the US and Britain
-- Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh says Iraq will resume oil exports within two days
under the third phase of its oil-for-food deal with UN .
-- Dennis Halliday, UN  humanitarian coordinator for Iraq, reports that the, “economy is a total disaster.
Massive unemployment. People on fixed income in dreadful shape and no buying power whatsoever.
This is a country that talked up to $20 billion in exports. Now we are down to a minor figure. Halliday
says the oil for food the program will need to bring much higher revenues to make an impact. “It was
seen to be a miracle cure, I think by too many people. Perhaps both sides. But of course $2 billion less
the overheads and the compensation is $1.3 billion over six months, very small money for a population
of 22 million people. That does not go very far when you realize the huge dependency on imports that
this country had. Sadly it has proven to make a very modest impact here. It has not lifted the level of
nutrition probably at all. Roughly 30 percent of adults and children are suffering from malnutrition. We
have acute malnutrition that can lead to death. We have chronic malnutrition that leads to stunting of
physical and other capabilities which you cannot repair. So it is generational. Twenty-five percent of the
kids are not going to school anymore because they are out making money to support the family. The
whole social structure is crumbling But, it has brought in 2.8 million metric tons of foodstuffs. It is a
massive amount of foodstuffs The last figure I saw is that they would need $15 to $20 billion a year in
revenues to begin to get things moving properly.”

98-1-12: Iraq announces that, following a day of successful inspections including "sensitive" sites, it will bar
further work by an UNSCOM team because of a claimed imbalance of US and UK inspectors on the
team. The team is headed by American Scott Ritter, whom Iraq accuses of spying for the US



Iraq Crisis: Background Chronology                                    12/4/98                                               Page 25

Copyright Anthony H. Cordesman, all rights reserved.

98-1-13: Butler reports to the Council that this January 12 team “consisted of 44 persons drawn from 17
nations.”
-- Babel, the newspaper of President Saddam Hussein’s eldest son Uday, charges that a UN  arms
inspection team headed by an American, is a “hyena which publicly serves the American
intelligence...The arrival of (Scott) Ritter’s team with its unbalanced formation has clearly confirmed
that the (UN ) Special Commission is nothing but an American intelligence apparatus which works to
gather security, economic and scientific information on Iraq.”

98-1-14. Security Council presidential statement "deplores" the Iraqi refusal to let UNSCOM do its work,
declaring "that this failure is unacceptable and a clear violation of the relevant resolutions." Butler
removes the blocked UNSCOM team from Iraq on January 16.
-- Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov tells US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright by phone
that Moscow strongly opposes any use of force in the latest Iraq-UN  standoff
-- Iraq accuses the US and Britain of prolonging the search for forbidden weapons of mass destruction
in Iraq so sanctions would not be lifted.
-- Iraq denies allegations Wednesday that it used prisoners as guinea pigs to test biological agents,
saying the claim was concocted as a ploy to gain access to sensitive Iraqi sites.

98-1-15: French foreign ministry says Iraq’s decision to block UN  arms inspectors from visiting weapons sites
was unacceptable France and Russia offer to take a bigger role in controlling Iraqi weapons and China
says  UN  inspection teams should be more balanced.

98-1-16: UN inspection team led by former US Marine Scott Ritter leaves Iraqi after being prevented from
carrying out its work for three straight days. Iraq had accused Ritter of being an American spy. In
response, UN  Security Council issued a statement “deploring” Iraq’s failure to comply with the terms
of the Gulf War peace agreement by allowing unfettered access to all UN inspectors.
-- Russian Defense Minister Igor Sergeyev offers Russian-made spy planes to replace American U-2
reconnaissance aircraft flying UN  missions over Iraq after Iraq repeatedly objects to the flights.
--- Britain orders an aircraft carrier with 19 Harrier jets to head for the Gulf as Defense Secretary
George Robertson says  he could not rule out the use of force against Iraq.
-- Iraq’s foreign minister arrives in Iran for talks on normalizing ties between the two countries. Iraqi
Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf says he wants to result all disputes between the two
countries peacefully during talks with Iran’s Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi.

98-1-17: Saddam threatens to halt UN weapons inspections, warns Washington against military action. Iraq
criticizes US Defense Secretary William Cohen for rejecting an offer by Moscow to replace US U-2
surveillance planes hired by the UN  arms inspectors to fly over Iraq with comparable Russian aircraft.
Saddam calls on Iraqis to volunteer for training to confront continuing threats from the US.

98-1-18: Iraq urges all Iraqis to train against any military threat from US.
98-1-20: Russia’s Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov says that the make-up of UN  arms inspection teams in

Iraq should be better balanced between different countries. China calls for the  UN  arms inspectors to
speed up their work in Iraq and supports a “balanced” composition of inspection teams.

98-1-19-21: Butler visits Iraqi. Several hundred Iraqis curse the US at the funeral of 70 children which Iraq says
had died due to lack of medicine caused by UN  sanctions.
-- Iran and Iraq agree to set up committees to discuss ways of resolving outstanding disputes.

98-1-20: The chief UN weapons inspector admits he has been unable to persuade Iraq to open presidential
palaces to arms monitors.

98-1-21: UN chief weapons inspector Butler ends two days of crisis talks in Iraq without reaching agreement on
access to suspected weapons sites. The two sides did agree to bring in outside technical experts to assess
the situation, but Iraq strengthened its resolve never to allow inspectors into the so-called presidential
sites. Washington says Iraqi proposal to freeze inspection of “presidential sites" unacceptable.
-- Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen announces orders that the aircraft carrier USS Independence
will relieve USS Nimitz (CVN 68), which departed the Gulf on 09 February and is currently sailing
home through the Mediterranean Sea.
-- Iraq’s foreign minister meet Iranian President Mohammad Khatami to discuss outstanding disputes.

98-1-22: Russia and China urge the UN  Security Council on Thursday to certify that Iraq has halted its nuclear
weapons program, despite a UN  report indicating Iraq may still be withholding information.
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-- UN  officials in Iraqi submit proposals to improve support for sanctions-hit Iraqis and speed up food
and medicine under Iraq’s oil-for-food. Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan, who has called for one
million men and women to volunteer for armed training, says Iraqis will confront sanctions heroically.
“Making excuses for extending the sanctions is one of the series of American aggressions against the
Iraqi people...Iraqis will face the eighth year of sanctions heroically and announce holy jihad (holy war
or struggle) to show they will not surrender their principles...however great the sacrifice.”

98-1-23: Butler briefs the Council on his January 19-21 Iraqi talks, citing continuing across-the-board lack of
Iraqi cooperation in providing either information requested by UNSCOM or access for inspections to
seek out the information Iraq refuses to provide. Questioned by a member of the Council, Butler says
that, under the current circumstances, UNSCOM cannot fulfill its mandate of disarming Iraq of
weapons of mass destruction and preventing Iraqi development of such weapons. UN chief inspector
Butler reports to the UN Security Council that Iraq has adopted a dramatically different tone with the
weapons inspection teams and is being more secretive than ever before.
-- US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright warns face-off with Iraq unacceptable, cannot continue.
Secretary of State Albright travels to sound out European and Middle East allies; she is followed by
Defense Secretary William S. Cohen. UNSCOM's
-- Butler briefs the UN Security Council on his January 19-21 Iraqi talks, citing Iraqi's lack of
cooperation in providing information or access for inspections. Butler says "under the current
circumstances, UNSCOM cannot fulfill its mandate of disarming Iraq of weapons of mass destruction
and preventing Iraqi development of such weapons." USS Independence gets underway from its forward
base homeport of Yokosuka, Japan, for the Arabian Gulf assignment.

98-1-24: Clinton's advisers discuss Iraq, take no decision. Spokesman Eric Rubin says, “Diplomacy is our
preferred course but we have not ruled out any option."

98-1-25: Iraq’s parliamentary speaker, Saadoun Hammadi, denies that Iraq violated UN  terms for its
disarmament in a letter to US legislators and say the real threat to world order comes from Washington
and its “aggressive political aims against Iraqi.”
-- Report by UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, compares children’s chances of dying from two
common diseases, diarrhea and pneumonia, in 1996 with those in 1990, before UN  imposed economic
sanctions to punish Iraq for its invasion of Kuwait. Report says that an Iraqi child with diarrhea had a
one-in-600 chance of dying in 1990, rising to one in 50 in 1996. For pneumonia, the odds grew from
one in 60 to one in eight in 1996. “It’s the children who are suffering most. The levels of malnutrition
that we see are alarming," says Eric Falt, a spokesman for the oil-for-food program.

98-1-26: President Yeltsin sends a special envoy, Deputy Foreign Minister Viktor Posuvalyuk, to Iraqi, to seek a
diplomatic solution to the crisis. US says time running out for diplomatic solution. Iraq’s UN
ambassador says  Iraq could stop all cooperation with UN  weapons experts if a military strike is
launched over the inspections impasse.

98-1-27: Buoyed by support from Congress and a well-received State of the Union address, President Clinton
sends envoys abroad to seek support for US  action against Iraq.
-- President Clinton intensifies US pressure on Iraq to open its suspect weapons sites warning Saddam
Hussein not to "defy the will of the world." US Republican congressional leaders united against Iraq
despite sex scandal dogging Clinton. Pentagon says Defense Secretary Cohen may visit Gulf early
February to discuss military action against Iraq.
-- Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister Viktor Posuvalyuk is sent as envoy to Iraqi and vows every effort to
avert military solution.
-- French President Jacques Chirac proposes to Secretary General Annan that Iraq’s maximum oil sale
quota under a post-Gulf War oil-for-food pact be doubled
-- Iraqi News Agency (INA) says that baby milk rations will be below target for a second month running
in February and accuses the US of blocking purchases under its UN -approved oil-for-food deal. Infants
will get 1.8 kg (four lbs.) of powdered milk next month, just two-thirds of the target ration they had
been receiving late last year. “The American administration still insists on its policy of the mass
extermination of the Iraqi people, especially the extermination of (Iraq’s) children.”
-- Representatives of Russia and China voice concern that Butler has spoken to the press about matters
on which they say  he had not yet briefed the Security Council. Council President Alain Dejammet of
France alludes to this when he briefs reporters after closed-door consultations. Dejammet says “several
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delegations expressed their preoccupation about press articles which were not, in their opinion,
consistent with information made available to the Security Council during its informal consultations by
the Special Commission.”

98-1-28:  Deputy Foreign Minister Posuvalyuk meets with Saddam, delivering a letter from Yeltsin.
-- French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine says after meeting with Yevgeny Primakov on Wednesday
that using force will not solve the crisis over Iraq’s refusal of UN  arms inspections. Russia sharply
criticizes Butler for making “inappropriate" remarks in which he said Iraq had enough biological
material to “blow away Tel Aviv."
-- Foreign Minister Saeed al-Sahaf says he is shocked by a charge by the UN ’s chief arms inspector
Richard Butler that the Iraqi government had enough biological material to “blow away" an Israeli city
like Tel Aviv. “We were shocked by the outrageous statements by Mr. Butler... These emphasized that
Mr. Butler is not neutral...We are protesting against that. I sent a letter to the UN  Secretary-General.
We think this man should be reprimanded for his misbehavior.”

98-1-29: US Secretary of State Albright leaves for talks with French and Russian foreign ministers and the
British foreign secretary. She warned a defiant Saddam he had “no excuses left.” French Foreign
Minister Hubert Vedrine says search for diplomatic solution must be intensified.
-- Saddam Hussein declares that Iraqis will fight with “all their capabilities" if the US launches military
strikes against Iraq.
-- UN Secretary General Kofi Annan says he will propose improvements in the oil-for-food deal to the
Security Council.

98-1-30: US Secretary of State Albright meets with Russian Foreign Minister Primakov, with the two disagreeing
on whether force should be used.
-- Iraq’s Information Minister Humam Abdel-Khaleq Abdul-Ghafur says Iraq will not use weapons of
mass destruction if struck by the US because Iraq did not possess any.

98-1-31: Cohen says any US attack would be “significant" but not intending to destroy Iraq or topple Saddam.
Albright, meets British Foreign Secretary Cook, says time fast approaching for decisions as diplomacy
unable to resolve crisis. German Defense Minister Volker Ruehe says that a military strike against Iraq
cannot be ruled out if Saddam Hussein refused to allow UN  weapons inspectors to continue their work.

98-2-1: Kuwait tells Albright it backs US if military action necessary against Iraq, US official says. Russian
special envoy returns to Iraqi. France and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat to send representatives.
-- French Interior Minister Jean-Pierre Chevenement reaffirms his opposition to Western military action
against Iraq, calling US policy irresponsible.
-- Egypt’s foreign minister Amr Moussa calls for diplomacy rather than military action to solve the
crisis with Iraq. “We hope there will be de-escalation rather than escalation and that diplomatic and
political efforts will be used...rather than the military option.”
-- Saudi officials says “Saudi Arabia will not allow any strikes against Iraq, under any circumstances,
from its soil or bases in Saudi Arabia, due to the sensitivity of the issue in the Arab and Muslim world.”
-- Iranian President Mohammad Khatami urges the head of the 55-member Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) to try to avert a military strike against Iraq.
--- Secretary of State Madeleine Albright says the US supports expanding the Iraqi oil for food program
but would not commit itself to any magnitude. Secretary Albright claims support from Saudi Arabia for
tough stand against Iraq. But request to use Saudi bases unresolved.

98-2-2: Secretary-General Kofi Annan proposes that Iraq be allowed to increase its oil sales from $2 billion to
$5.2 billion over the next six months to avoid a humanitarian disaster.
-- Iraqi parliamentary deputies say that any increase in the oil-for-food deal with UN  will mean nothing
to Iraqis unless the US stopped delaying approval of food and medical purchases.
-- Iraq denies Russian report it agreed to allow inspection of presidential sites.
-- Iran's Minister of Defense Rear-Admiral Ali Shamkhani urges, “Islamic states, especially countries of
the Persian Gulf region, to resist the new American military moves...in order to prevent a new war
caused by America.”
-- International missile and chemical weapons experts meet Iraqi government officials in Iraqi for talks
Iraq hopes can offset UN  demands for access to its “presidential sites.”
-- An official Syrian newspaper reports that US threats of a military strike against Iraq are raising
tension in the region and diverting attention from the Arab-Israeli conflict.
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-- Secretary-General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) calls on the UN to avoid an
escalation of the tension and to push for a diplomatic solution to a crisis over weapons inspections in a
letter to Secretary-General Annan.
-- Jordan's Foreign Minister Fayez al-Tarawnah tells deputies Jordan will never allow its airspace to be
used by other states to launch attacks against Iraq.
-- Yemen says it opposes any military strike against Iraq and calls for a diplomatic solution

98-2-3: British PM Blair pledges full support to US military action. China reiterates opposition to use of force.
-- Russia says special envoy progresses in persuading Iraq to comply with UN Russian and French
foreign ministers in Iraqi to coordinate. Kuwait military on high alert.
-- Albright says key Arab leaders agree Iraq responsible for “grave consequences" if continues to defy
UN.
-- US ambassador to UN  Bill Richardson says that Washington fully supported a proposal by UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan to double Iraq's exports of oil in exchange for a better-supervised food
and relief operation, but efforts to find a diplomatic solution to the Iraq crisis over UN  arms inspections
were “running out of gas.”

 -- Iranian President Mohammad Khatami says “Regional states should themselves provide security in
this area...The presence of dozens of warships in the Persian Gulf is an affront to the people of the
region."

98-2-4: Russian President Boris Yeltsin says US President Bill Clinton's actions in crisis could lead to world
war. CNN says Iraq proposed opening eight presidential sites to inspections for one month.
Washington, UN say offer inadequate. Yeltsin says Clinton actions in crisis can lead to world war. CNN
says Iraq proposed opening eight presidential sites to inspections for one month. Washington, UN, say
offer inadequate.
-- Arab League Secretary-General Esmat Abdel-Meguid disbelieves Albright comments that Arab
leaders prepared to acquiesce to US military action.
-- France says it and Russia aiming for diplomatic solution. Clinton calls for “genuine diplomatic
solution.”
-- Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak says Iraq should obey Security Council resolutions to avoid “very
dangerous” consequences that could arise from Iraq’s stand-off with UN .
-- Syrian Vice-President  Abdel-Halim Khaddam warns against any military strike against Iraq saying
“Any military strike against Iraq will be a serious matter  that will create a dangerous situation because
such an attack will be totally unjustified...A military strike against Iraq will harm the peoples and
countries of the Arab and Islamic worlds."
-- Talking to reporters after talks in Damascus with Iran's parliamentary speaker Ali Akbar Nateq-
Nouri Khaddam criticizes what he calls ..."a double standard at the UN  where decisions against Iraq
are fully implemented while resolutions against Israel are ignored."

98-2-5: Third US aircraft carrier enters Gulf: USS Independence (CV 62), USS John S. McCain (DDG 56),
USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) and USS Charlotte (SSN 766) arrive in the Arabian Gulf.
-- China repeats does not favor force.
-- Indian Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral writes to Annan saying the use of military force against
Iraq would only complicate the situation and that, “any military conflict would aggravate the enormous
suffering which the people of Iraq have undergone because of the sanctions.”
-- France  announces it will not take part in any military action, but says Iraq position has changed
slightly but not enough.
-- Britain says Iraqi inspection offer unacceptable.
-- Yeltsin says worst is over.
-- Turkey's army takes extra security measures on the Iraqi border in case of any conflict in the crisis
over UN  weapons inspections.

98-2-6: A further 2,200 US Marines head for Gulf. State Department says response to any germ attack would be
swift. Israel reserves option to retaliate against any Iraqi attack, US urges it not to. Two US F-18
fighters based on aircraft carrier George Washington collide over Gulf, killing one pilot. Clinton
concentrates on military buildup, works with Ambassador to UN Bill Richardson to gather diplomatic
support. State Department says no plans to use nuclear weapons but response to any germ warfare
attack would be “swift, devastating and overwhelming." Saddam tells Turkish envoy he accepts fate in
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military standoff. “We are complying with the UN resolutions but America is distorting this. We are
prepared for anything."
-- Israel reserves option to retaliate against any Iraqi attack, US urges it not to fight back.

98-2-7: Chancellor Helmut Kohl says Germany will make air bases available in event of US-led military strike
on Iraq.
-- Secretary of Defense Cohen orders deployment of 43 [initially stated as 50] additional aircraft to
Southwest Asia, including six F-117s, six F-16CJs, six B-52s, one B-1, and 23 additional aircraft.
About 140 troops and six F-117A Nighthawks from Holloman deploy to Southwest Asia. The six
additional B-52s deploy from Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana to Diego Garcia increasing the
number of bombers stationed there from eight to fourteen by 15 February. The one additional B-1
deploys from Ellsworth Air Force Base in South Dakota.  The other aircraft include MC-130s, MH-53J
helicopters, MH-47E helicopters; HH-60G Black Hawks helicopters, one JSTARS, two AWACS
[bringing the total to four], one RIVET JOINT, and some KC-10 refuelers and also a couple of HC-130
CSAR aircraft.

98-2-8: Pope says still time to resolve crisis. Albright says any bombardment of Iraq would be substantial.
Cohen says Washington has decided not to ask Saudi Arabia for use of bases but Kuwait, Bahrain
willing to let US strike from their territory.

98-2-9: UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan puts off visit to Middle East because diplomatic efforts reach
“critical stage." Saddam discusses crisis with aides. Witnesses say several thousand Turkish troops pour
into northern Iraq; security source says troops setting up tent camps for potential refugees from Iraq.
Canada ready to join military coalition if diplomacy fails.

98-2-10: Australia pledges military aid for any US-led strike. China says military strikes could trigger more
serious conflicts.

98-2-11: Iraq says it supports Russian proposal to allow UN inspections of all Iraqi sites. Commander of US
forces in Middle East says he will be ready to strike Iraq within about a week. Spain will support US-led
strike if diplomacy fails. Italy says its air bases would be available. Iraq ready to open eight presidential
sites to inspections conducted under direct authority of UN Security Council for 60 days. Washington
dismisses proposal.

98-2-12: Cohen visits Moscow; Russia warns him that military strikes against Iraq could do untold damage to
US-Russian Minister of Defense ties. Iraq won't accept demand for unfettered UN access to all
presidential palaces.
-- Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah urges Iraqi President Saddam Hussein on Thursday to listen to the
“voice of reason” and spare Iraqi civilians the punishment of a US military strike.
-- UN  spokesman says that a military strike on Iraq could disrupt the flow of supplies under the
country's oil-for-food program

98-2-13: US insists it could not walk away from obligation to stop Iraq developing weapons of mass destruction
and Russian objections would not prevent use of force. Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov
says diplomatic effort should not end before Annan visits Iraqi, discusses the crisis with the foreign
ministers of Iran, Japan and Sweden

98-2-14: US plans for military action move forward  as calls grow for Annan to go to Iraqi; anti-war protests in
London and Middle East.

98-2-15: Technical team sent by Annan to survey disputed presidential sites meets senior Iraqi arms negotiators
in Iraqi; France, Germany joins Russia in pressing for Annan to go to Iraqi; US threatens to hit Iraq
repeatedly if necessary.
-- Iraq frees 42 more Egyptians, bringing to 184 the total number released since President Saddam
Hussein declared an amnesty for Arab prisoners 10 days ago.
-- Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak warns the situation in the Arab world could deteriorate if the US
attacks Iraq for failing to comply with weapons inspections: “I think things will become much more
serious with air strikes...This is very dangerous -- I cannot stand against the whole weight of popular
opinion....You will not find one (Arab) leader who will say publicly we support the air strikes.”
-- Jordan reaches an accord to supply Iraq with $255 million worth of exports in return for cheap Iraqi
oil supplies in 1998.

98-2-16: Annan visit to Iraq delayed as Security Council members ponder possible peace formula; -- US to send
5,000 to 6,000 more troops to Kuwait.
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 -- Arab efforts to avert strikes on Iraq intensify. Iraqi foreign minister to deliver message from Saddam
to French President Jacques Chirac. The foreign minister of Qatar arrives in Iraqi on Monday to help
find a peaceful end to the Iraq crisis. Envoy of Saddam Hussein briefs Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddafi.
-- The USS Guam (LPH 9) Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) arrives on station in the Arabian Gulf.
The 12 ship formation in company with the amphibious assault ship includes the other four ships of the
ARG: USS Shreveport (LPD 12), USS Ashland (LSD 48) and USS Oak Hill (LSD 51).  USS John S.
McCain (DDG 56) acted as the group’s escort ship. Seven military preposition ships made up the
remainder of the convoy. The ship’s of the Guam ARG carry about 2,000 Marines from the 24th Marine
Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable). The USS Guam, flagship of the Mediterranean
Amphibious Ready Group (MARG) 98-1, cancels a scheduled port visit to Koper, Slovenia, and drops
anchor in Augusta Bay, Italy. As other three MARG ships steamed toward the Guam, Task Force 61
makes preparations for all four ships to enter the Suez Canal on February 9, 1998.

98-2-17: Iraqi newspaper says UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan must show independence from the US when he
visits Iraqi to try to avert military action against Iraq. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak says, after
talks with Syrian Vice-President Abdel-Halim Khaddam, that Annan's visit to Iraqi is Iraq's last chance
to avert a US-led military strike. “A military strike will cause endless problems. I have great hope that
this visit will succeed because it will spare Iraq endless problems…We will probably send another letter
to (Iraqi President) Saddam Hussein urging him to work hard to make this trip a success because it is
the last chance."
-- Russian President Boris Yeltsin sees Annan's planned trip to Iraqi this week as “vitally important."
-- British Defense Secretary George Robertson says military strike against Iraq would inflict very
substantial damage on Saddam's military might. “We are convinced we can cause massive damage to
his military capability," he told BBC radio. French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine says  Saddam
might still cave in under massive international pressure and agree to further UN arms inspections. Iraqi
Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf arrived in Iran for talks on the crisis.

98-2-17: Iraq promises to work for success of any visit by Annan; Annan wins Security Council approval for
peace mission to Iraqi but US reserves right to disagree with results; Clinton favors diplomatic solution
but only if it meets “immutable" condition of ensuring unfettered access for weapons inspections.

98-2-18: Secretary-General Kofi Annan says he has a “reasonable chance" of averting military action against
Iraq, but the US said the odds were poor. “I think I have all your support and your prayers," Annan says
after briefing Security Council members on his plans for a last-ditch peace mission to Iraqi. “I think I
have all I need to be able to undertake this trip."
-- The White House says it is not optimistic that Annan would achieve a breakthrough, but spokesman
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright is drowned out by antiwar demonstrators, yelling from an upper
tier of a college gymnasium before 6,000 people in a televised meeting. The US says it could accept a
compromise with Iraq in which diplomats from UN Security Council member countries accompany UN
arms inspectors on their search for banned weapons. “In terms of diplomats, observers, that would
observe the UN inspection team itself, I think that is something we can deal with," Bill Richardson, the
US envoy to UN , told NBC's “Today" program. UN  announced it was withdrawing 31 staff from Iraqi
in a “precautionary" move just days before last-ditch talks to avert military strikes on Iraq.

98-2-19: Annan leaves for Paris on way to Iraqi; 29 UN staff members leave Iraqi for Jordan; about 750 US army
troops fly to Kuwait on chartered airliners -- the first of an expected 6,000 armored and helicopter unit
reinforcements; bomb causes heavy damage at US car dealership building on outskirts of Athens, police
believe it was protest against Washington's plans to attack Iraq. About 750 US army troops arrive in
Kuwait -- the first of an expected 6,000 armored and helicopter unit reinforcements.

98-2-20: Annan arrives in Iraqi, saying he has a “sacred duty" to try to defuse the crisis. He agrees to extend his
stay in Iraqi until Feb. 23 to discuss the UN’s oil-for-food-deal for Iraq. Security Council more than
doubles the amount of oil Iraq is allowed to sell under the program. After visiting all eight presidential
sites, the UN technical team concludes their total area is 31.5 square km (12.3 square miles) -- less than
half previous estimates cited by Iraqi officials. In Maan, Jordan, a bystander is killed in clashes between
police and a crowd of worshippers demonstrating in support of Iraq after Friday prayers.
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98-2-20: Annan arrives in Iraqi, saying he has a “sacred duty" to try to defuse the crisis. He agrees to extend his
stay in Iraqi until February 23 to discuss the UN’s oil-for-food-deal for Iraq. Security Council more than
doubles the amount of oil Iraq is allowed to sell under the program.
 -- Annan's spokesman Fred Eckhard says  Iraq had given full access to a UN technical team that
mapped eight disputed presidential sites earlier this week, accompanied by staff of the UN Special
Commission (UNSCOM) charged with finding and destroying Iraqi weapons of mass destruction. After
visiting all eight presidential sites, the UN technical team concludes their total area is 31.5 square km
(12.3 square miles) -- less than half previous estimates cited by Iraqi officials. Some 30 more UN staff
leave Iraqi for Jordan to escape possible military strikes.
-- The UN Security Council more than doubled the amount of oil Iraq is allowed to sell to buy food and
medicine for its people suffering from devastating sanctions. In a unanimous vote -- including the US,
which is poised to attack Iraq -- the 15-nation Council increased from $2 billion to $5.256 billion Iraq's
permitted oil sales quota over a six-month period.
-- In Maan, Jordan, a bystander is killed in clashes between police and a crowd of worshippers
demonstrating in support of Iraq after Friday prayers.
-- United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Zaid bin Sultan al-Nahayan rejects the use of force against
Iraq, warning that a US military strike could damage East-West relations and affect the Gulf.
-- President Bill Clinton accuses Iraqi President Saddam Hussein of oppressing his people and says  the
US would try to avoid harming the innocent in any military strike.
-- Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordechai says he expects Israel to be ready to defend itself against
a retaliatory Iraqi strike should the US attack Iraq. Asked if the US would hold back an anti-Iraq strike
until Israel had vital Patriot missiles and equipment to detect biological weapons, Mordechai says: “In
my estimation, those means will be in our hands in time. We have been working several days so those
additional crucial means for the defense of the home front will be in our hands."
-- Bystander killed in clashes between police and hundreds of worshippers demonstrating in support of
Iraq after Friday prayers in the city of Maan. Jordanian Minister of Information blames trouble on
agents provocateurs bent on exploiting popular emotions currently running high over Iraq.
-- Turkish police clash with hundreds of Islamists demonstrating after Friday prayers against possible
US-led military action against Iraq. Hundreds of riot police use batons to break up a protest outside the
prominent Beyazit mosque in central Istanbul and rounded up around 80 protesters chanting anti-
American slogans.
-- Dozens of pro-Iraqi Palestinian demonstrators clashed with Israeli troops in two separate rallies in the
West Bank.
-- Around 2,000 Iranian hard-liners march in central Tehran to demonstrate against the US military
presence poised against Iraq. The demonstration follows mass prayers at Tehran University where
influential former president Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani says the West has created the current crisis with
Iraq by selling weapons of mass destruction to Iraq.

98-2-21: Annan holds three rounds of talks with Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz. In Washington, Clinton and
his senior advisers refine plans for air strikes if Iraq refuses unrestricted access for weapons inspectors.
Washington urges all of its citizens to leave Iraq. Jordan sends troops and armored vehicles to Maan
after fresh clashes erupt between riot police and pro-Iraqi demonstrators.

98-2-22: Annan holds three-hour meeting with Saddam, and the UN chief's spokesman later announces a deal on
weapons inspections. The US says it will await Annan's formal report to the Security Council on
February 24 before commenting on the deal.

98-2-26: USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) will depart Norfolk on a regularly-scheduled six month deployment and
proceed directly to the Arabian Gulf, replacing USS George Washington (CVN 73), currently on station
there, in mid-March. USS George Washington will return to its home port of Norfolk, Va. on time from
its six month deployment.

98-2-23: Annan announces agreement in joint news conference with Aziz and says he hopes the deal will be
acceptable to members of the Security Council. He says there are “no time limits or deadlines" in the
pact. Aziz says it was diplomacy, not saber-rattling, that helped conclude the agreement. China says it
hopes the deal will “disperse the war cloud" over the Gulf. Britain says the agreement looked
encouraging but would have to be studied closely.
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-- Annan states at a news conference in Iraqi with Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz: “In my
view, the terms of this agreement, which have been concluded in writing, are acceptable and remove a
major obstacle to the full implementation of relevant Security Council resolutions...I will so report to
the Security Council immediately upon my return to New York on Tuesday...I hope it will be acceptable
to all members of the Council.” There are “no time limits or deadlines” in the agreement, but adds: “I
think it is important that we do our work in a reasonable period...I genuinely believe that if we
cooperate and do the kinds of things that we have agreed to do, we will not see that kind of crisis
(again).”
-- Tariq Aziz states at a press conference that, “As (Annan) reported to you, we had constructive,
intensive, objective discussions about the purpose of his mission. We highly appreciate the nature of the
discussions we had, the understandings we reached, and as his excellency said, we happily reached a
final agreement on the questions we discussed. We also agreed that we will continue our cooperation
with his excellency the Secretary-General in order to achieve the common objective. As far as Iraq is
concerned, as everybody knows, the priority of the Iraqi people and the Iraqi government is an
expeditious implementation of paragraph 22 of (UN) resolution 687 and a lifting of all sanctions. We
are going to work together in good faith and in full cooperation and we hope that this humanitarian,
legal and fair objective, the lifting of sanctions, will be done very soon. He turns away suggestions that
the buildup had prompted Iraq to enter into the agreement. “What helped in reaching this agreement...is
the goodwill that he (Annan) brought with him -- not the American or the British buildup in the Gulf
and not the policy of saber-rattling...It was diplomacy...that enabled us to reach this agreement...This is
a great gain...In fact, there was no crisis between Iraq and the UN....the crisis was with the US, which is
trying to impose its will on the UN”
-- The US State Department and White House withheld substantive comment, saying they wish to study
the details.
-- European Union foreign ministers gave a cautious welcome to the accord.
-- British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook says, “Britain has always wanted a diplomatic solution to the
present confrontation with Saddam Hussein. If Kofi Annan achieved that diplomatic solution that will
be very welcome and we will be the first to congratulate him on it. ...At the present time we are not
aware of the details of that agreement and they will need to be studied closely. ...Our bottom line has
always been that we must get an agreement that enables the UN inspectors to get back to work and stops
Saddam Hussein developing chemical and biological weapons. ...If we have got that agreement then we
have achieved something that will be very valuable and will also justify the strategy that we have been
pursuing over recent weeks. If there had been no pressure on Saddam there would have been no deal
from Saddam. He has moved under that pressure substantially over the past month. First he said there
could be no inspections of its presidential sites, then he said there would be one inspection. If Kofi
Annan has got a good deal in Iraqi then he has now agreed to repeat inspections. I welcome what Kofi
Annan has said this morning, that you can achieve a lot more from diplomacy when it is backed by
firmness and force. If we have got an acceptable deal it will be because of the resolve and the unity that
the international community has shown.”
-- Russian President Boris Yeltsin says the latest crisis had been “practically resolved" and indicates he
believes Russia played a vital role in averting US military strikes. “From the very beginning we were for
a diplomatic solution of the crisis. We were against military action because this would not finish with
Iraq. This would involve a much bigger territory, significantly more countries.” He warns that US
attacks would be “very dangerous especially because the use of chemical weapons (by Iraq) could not be
excluded...The question has been practically resolved," ...(Saddam) Hussein gave his word."
-- China states it hopes that the deal will “disperse the war cloud" over the Gulf. An Israeli spokesman
says the accord leaves Israel no safer from an Iraqi chemical or biological attack. Senior Palestinian
negotiator Saeb Erekat welcomes the apparent end of the crisis, and calls for world attention to return to
Middle East peacemaking.
-- Egypt's President Mubarak states, `It is a very good agreement...I hope that it will be supported by the
US," Foreign Minister Amr Moussa calls for the US to accept the agreement.
-- Turkish Foreign Minister Ismail Cem welcomes the agreement and says he will visit Jordan to
propose regional cooperation for a permanent solution.
-- Syria welcomes the agreement but expresses skepticism about Washington's intentions towards Iraq.
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--  Secretary-General Esmet Abdel Meguid of the Arab League welcomes the agreement and states that,
“The option for a political solution has averted a very dangerous twist, which would have pushed the
entire region into a catastrophe.”
-- Hassan Rowhani, vice chairman of Iran's Supreme National Security Council, warns that, “The
Americans are still looking for pretexts for a military strikes against Iraq.”

98-2-24: Annan leaves France to return to New York to brief the Security Council on the deal. The agreement:
states that, “ The Government of Iraq reconfirms its acceptance of all relevant resolutions of the
Security Council, including resolutions 687 (1991) and 715 (1991). The Government of Iraq further
reiterates its undertaking to cooperate fully with UN  Special Commission (UNSCOM) and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). UN  reiterates the commitment of all Member States to
respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Iraq. The Government of Iraq undertakes to accord to
UNSCOM and IAEA immediate, unconditional and unrestricted access in conformity with the
resolutions referred to in paragraph 1. ..UN  and the Government of Iraq agree that the following
special procedures shall apply to the initial and subsequent entries for the performance of the tasks
mandated at the eight Presidential Sites in Iraq as defined in the annex to the present Memorandum: A
Special Group shall be established for this purpose by the Secretary-General in consultation with the
Executive Chairman of UNSCOM and the Director-General of IAEA.... UN and the Government of
Iraq agree to improve cooperation, and efficiency, effectiveness and transparency of work, so as to
enable UNSCOM to report to the Council expeditiously under paragraph 22 of resolution 687 (1991).
To achieve this goal, the Government of Iraq and UNSCOM will implement the recommendations
directed at them as contained in the report of the emergency session of UNSCOM held on 21 November
1997...The lifting of sanctions is obviously of paramount importance to the people and Government of
Iraq and the Secretary-General undertook to bring this matter to the full attention of the members of the
Security Council.
-- US calls for an “enforcement initiative” in the UN Security Council warning Iraq of “serious
consequences" if it reneges on a new deal over weapons inspections. “We want to have an enforcement
initiative in the Security Council that says to (Iraqi leader) Saddam (Hussein) if you don't comply there
are going to be very serious consequences," say Bill Richardson, US envoy to UN . “We don't want to be
back here in three months. Saddam is not getting away with just signing a paper ..." `I can tell you for
sure this is not the last time, Saddam Hussein always pops up, always violates agreements." The
wording the US would like to see would declare Iraq either in “material breach" of Gulf War cease-fire
resolutions or open to the “severest consequences." In addition, the US is determined to keep UN
economic sanctions, imposed after Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 1990, in force for the foreseeable future,
even though some US allies want to see them lifted soon. US officials say they see no change in
Washington's “broad" interpretation of UN  resolutions that Iraq must not only scrap its suspected
weapons of mass destruction but compensate Kuwait and account for missing Kuwaitis to win sanctions
relief.
-- Britain calls for UN resolution making it clear to Iraq that it would face quick retaliation if it
breached the deal. “If Saddam is in breach of this agreement ... the new resolution we intend to go
alongside this agreement will make clear that the consequences will be severe," say Prime Minister
Tony Blair's chief spokesman. Britain plans to propose a resolution that would nail down the agreement
as well as threaten consequences if Iraq departs from it. However, it is questionable whether France,
Russia and China, who are more sympathetic toward Iraq, will approve tough language that, in practice,
would give the US and UK the right to bomb if the pact is violated.

98-2-25: Turkey's energy minister, Cumhur Ersumer, say UN and World Bank, “should help Iraq make the
necessary investments in order to increase the export capacity.” Security Council had voted to increase
the amount of oil Iraq could sell under a special oil-for-food program to almost $5.3 billion dollars from
the current $2 billion every six months. The oil revenue is supposed to be used by Iraq to buy food and
medicine. But because of damaged pipelines and other oil facilities from the Gulf War, Iraq has said it
could not handle more than $4 billion worth of oil -- equal to almost 2 million barrels per day if the oil
is sold for $15 a barrel. Ersumer says  Turkey was reviewing what it can do to help repair the damaged
part of a oil pipeline in Iraq that passes through Turkey. But he declined to say when a final decision
will be made on the issue or how much repair money Turkey would be prepared to offer Iraq. Iraq
currently uses two major routes for moving its oil exports -- a pipeline in the northern part of the
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country at Kirkuk that stretches through Turkey to the city of Ceyhan on the Mediterranean Sea, and
the large Mina al-Bakr loading terminal off Iraq's small Gulf coastline. The Energy Information
Administration, the statistical unit of the US Department of Energy, estimates that Iraq's overall crude
export capacity is between 1.4 and 2.4 million barrels per day, with the true number likely to be on the
lower end. The EIA estimates the Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline could carry between 800,000 and 1.6 million
barrels per day, while the loading terminal could handle between 600,000 and 800,000 barrels per day.
The Clinton administration supports the pipeline, which has an estimated cost of $2.5 billion, because it
would avoid shipping oil through Iran. The Baku-Ceyhan pipeline is one of three pipeline options being
considered for transporting Caspian oil. The others would move oil through Russian and Georgian
outlets on the Black Sea. The Azeri International Operating Company is expected to decide in October
which route is best.
-- Several US combat commanders tell the Senate Armed Services' readiness subcommittee of troops
straining under increasing demands and declining budgets. The effects include jet engines maintained
by less and less experienced crews, well-trained combat pilots leaving the military, ships that have to
pass ammunition to other ships to keep the front-line force armed, and units with lower overall combat
ratings than a few years ago. “I am concerned that ongoing operational commitments, chronic shortages
of skilled personnel and inadequate funding are eroding our readiness," says Air Force Col. Stephen
Bozarth. “... I don't feel we're as ready to execute our precision-guided munition mission as we were
three years ago." Bozarth commands the 388th Operations Group, a unit that specializes in laser-guided
munitions. The colonel reports “overtasking" of his pilots and crews, a decline in experienced
maintenance personnel and an increasing likelihood that the most skilled officers and enlistees will
leave the military rather than sign up for longer tours. Air Force Maj. Gen. Marvin Esmond,
commander of the Air Warfare Center at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, says , “Training suffers at
home" because of the “overcommitment" of members of his force to various deployments. Army Brig.
Gen. Dean Cash, commander of the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, Calif., the military's
premier ground training and war-game base, says , “Units are entering the National Training Center at
a lower training level than in the past. This is caused in part by the personnel turbulence, shortfalls (and
by) training conditions that units face at home stations." Vice Adm. Herbert Browne Jr., commander of
the Third Fleet, says  unscheduled increases in forward-deployed operations, unless backed by
additional funds, necessitate reductions in steaming days and flying hours for units that stay behind.
Browne also spoke of an increase in “cross-decking," the practice of shuttling weapons from a ship
departing a theater of operations to an arriving ship because of an overall weapons shortage. “Our
forward-deployed forces are combat ready and capable of meeting any challenge,...But, more today than
in the past, that readiness is being maintained with the slimmest of margins." Army Gen. John Tilelli,
commander of US forces in Korea, writes that the dispatch of an aircraft carrier and several ammunition
supply ships from the Pacific theater to the Persian Gulf region left him vulnerable in the unlikely event
of a North Korean attack on the South. The memo was reported first last week by “Inside the Air
Force," a defense trade newspaper. Gen. Henry H. Shelton, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, tells
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee the military has instituted new monitoring systems to track the
combat readiness of units used most often. And Defense Secretary William Cohen says, “We're facing
problems with the overutilization of particular types of forces."

98-2-26: America's UN  ambassador, Bill Richardson defends the agreement against criticism from the majority
leader of the US Senate, Trent Lott, who called it a sellout to Saddam. “We believe this is a good
agreement," Richardson says . “We see the British initiative as a good way to enforce the agreement."
-- 80 UN  humanitarian staff pulled out of Iraqi to escape the threat of possible US military strikes
return Around 105 UN  humanitarian staff had remained in Iraqi despite the crisis, as well as 164 in the
three northern provinces outside Iraqi government control. About 100 staff of the UN  Special
Commission (UNSCOM) weapons inspectors had also remained in Iraqi and worked throughout the
crisis.
-- US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright reiterates her stated fear that fostering a civil war in Iraq
aimed at unseating Saddam could end badly for opposition forces. “This leaves us with a policy that is
quite frankly not fully satisfactory to anyone," she told a House of Representatives appropriations
subcommittee. “It is a real-world policy, not a feel-good policy. But I am convinced it is the best policy
to protect our interests and those of our friends and allies in the Gulf." Albright, repeating comments
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she made in Newsweek magazine this week, said the opposition was divided “and it would be wrong to
create false or unsustainable expectations that could end in bloodshed and defeat."
-- Iraqi Foreign Ministry Under-Secretary Riyadh al-Qaysi says that although no time limit was
specified in the text of the accord, Iraq believes the inspections will be finished “in the shortest possible
time." Qaysi says Iraq is determined to make a success of the agreement, which it considered fair and
balanced. “We intend to cooperate to the fullest possible extent," he told Reuters in an interview late on
Wednesday. “There was an understanding. And you can see from some provisions in the agreement that
the understanding is there...The timeframe (is) here. The whole story is reasonably determined to be
shorter (rather) than longer. Within the foreseeable future rather than the distant future." Qaysi says the
inspectors will not be limited to a single visit to the presidential sites. “But subsequent entry has to be
obviously reasonably put within the timeframe envisaged by the Secretary General to come to an end."
He declines to specify how long Iraq considered a reasonable timeframe. Qaysi praises Annan's
readiness to listen to Iraq's concerns and for negotiating with trust and good faith. “We faced enormous
difficulties since 1991. First of all to have people meet us. Then to have them listen to us. And after they
listened to us to interact with what we had to say." Qaysi says  Annan's visit to Iraqi has changed the
approach of UNSCOM, “The information seeping back to us is that he has dealt with the individual
behavior of some inspectors, using even the word 'cowboy' behavior.” He criticizes the US and Britain
for continuing to build military force and seeking a UN  Security Council resolution giving the
automatic right to use military force if Iraq hindered any inspection work again. “They claim they speak
for the international community, yet when the international community rejoices at the achievement of
the agreement, they put themselves outside the fold... Legally you cannot have a blank check for the
automatic use of force under the UN  charter... and politically speaking it means they do not trust the
Secretary General."
-- UN  chief weapons inspector Richard Butler says his inspection team had not been weakened by a
deal signed by UN  Secretary-General Kofi Annan :”I am perfectly satisfied that this document, applied
properly with Iraqi cooperation, strengthens my organization, “This document is a very important
one...It is the first one that Saddam Hussein has personally engaged in since the end of the Gulf War --
the fine print in this document is what I call the thumbprint...Saddam Hussein has been involved in this
and it's got real commitment in it to enable us to get our job done. I just hope they adhere to that."
Butler rejects US criticism that the deal, which envisages establishment of a new special group
including diplomats to inspect so-called presidential sites, weakens UNSCOM: “All of it comes through
me as executive chairman and I am looking forward to this development -- it expands our staff, it gives
us an extra resource...Our inspection group which goes to the presidential sites will be based on our
technical expertise.”
-- Jayantha Dhanapala, a former Sri Lankan ambassador to the US, is formally selected to lead the
special team to accompany UN  weapons inspectors into the palaces. But Butler says he remains in
control of the weapons inspection operation and would report to the UN  Security Council on the
campaign to disarm Iraq. “The new special commissioner and I will work together on adding in some
diplomatic observers... to meet the concerns of Iraq in respect to the dignity of those sites... the core
function is preserved. The reports will come through me and I will present them to the Security
Council...” Butler says the new weapons inspection deal would mean UNSCOM could possibly
complete its mission in Iraq in a very short time, possibly within a year. “If they follow what is in Kofi
Annan's document and really cooperate with us, you are not talking years as has been in the past, we are
talking a relatively good, short time...I will go to Iraqi in good spirit and determination to work with
them to get this job done under these new circumstances and I expect they will react to me in the same
way."

98-2-27: Secretary-General Kofi Annan sends a letter to UN  staff telling them not to be disheartened by
criticism of the agreement he concluded, “It was not unexpected that there would be some criticism of
us and misrepresentations of what we have done in Iraq, but you must not be disheartened. The
alternative to the agreement would have ended UNSCOM's work. The Memorandum of Understanding
has strengthened it. I would want you, therefore, to treat our critics with sympathetic understanding. For
my part, I said on Tuesday that I had done my work and that I trust the Security Council will do its
duty. We should all await Security Council action on this agreement. It is the Council, not a few critics,
which will have the last word.”
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-- President Clinton telephones Saudi Arabia's King Fahd and Kuwait's Emir Sheik Jaber al-Ahmad al-
Sabah, to discuss the agreement. “The president stressed the importance of the Iraqis living up to their
commitments and assured the leaders that the military posture would remain the same as a way of
backing up our diplomacy with a show of force...He assured both leaders that any interference by the
Iraqis would be met with firm and forcible action," he added.
-- Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz says in a French TF1 television interview that, “We believe
that this agreement is a victory for Iraq...The threat was there before the arrival of Mr. Annan, and we
did not change our positions. We were not scared...The agreement we signed was also our agreement. It
was not imposed upon us.”  He also says does not trust the special group of arms inspectors and
diplomats he agreed to create with Secretary-General Kofi , “I have to be frank. My answer is no, but
we will work with them because I trust UN  Secretary-General...We have signed a deal, and we are
waiting for the Secretary-General to send the special group and we'll begin to work with them when
they arrive in Iraqi... UNSCOM must not be left to Anglo-Saxons, not because we have a discriminatory
attitude, but because UNSCOM cannot be hijacked by two governments who have a special agenda on
Iraq.” Aziz says Iraq will “fulfill its commitments correctly and seriously...We want to finish this very
soon...We also want to help UNSCOM with technical means in order to inform it of some new
developments and discoveries regarding missile warheads. (It will) “appear very rapidly that we have
done the required work and we deserve to have the sanctions lifted....”
-- Chief UN  inspector Richard Butler attempts to refute critics, particularly in the US Congress. “As far
as I am concerned, I welcome it. The arrangements are entirely satisfactory to the organization I lead.”
The new accord is made “at a high political level.” Its fine print is less important than the fact it had the
“thumbprints of the Secretary-General of UN  and the president of Iraq with whom he consulted in this
agreement.” Butler says he is “delighted” at the appointment of Jayantha Dhanapala -- the Sri Lankan
UN  undersecretary-general for disarmament affairs and a former ambassador to Washington -- because
Dhanapala is a leading disarmament expert whom he has known for years. Butler says the next step is
up to Iraq and noted that he was still in charge of inspections. “I am very happy with the arrangements.
It gives us new resources. It gives us access to sites that Iraq said were absolutely off limits...What's
different? We will have some diplomatic observers with us to see that both sides, not just UNSCOM,
behave in an appropriate manner in these rather special sites. I think that is fine.” Butler and UN
spokesman Fred Eckhard also challenge a report in the Washington Post that Lott had quoted. It said
Annan referred to UNSCOM inspectors as “cowboys" at a closed-door Security Council meeting earlier
in the week. Both said they were at the meeting and that Annan had been quoting Iraqi authorities.
Annan has, however, criticized the inspectors by publicly repeating some of Iraq's complaints and
saying that UNSCOM staff “have to handle Iraq and the Iraqis with a certain respect and dignity and
not push their weight around and cause tensions.”
-- Britain proposes a Security Council resolution to warn Iraq of “the severest consequences" if it
violates obligations to give UN  arms inspectors unrestricted access to all sites. An early version of the
text does not spell out the nature of those “consequences." "The draft says Iraq must comply with its
obligations to cooperate fully with the UN  Special Commission in charge of scrapping its weapons of
mass destruction and with the International Atomic Energy Agency, in accordance with Council
resolutions “which continue to constitute the governing standard of Iraqi compliance." British
Ambassador Sir John Weston says the draft, “associates the Council formally with the secretary-
general's initiative and the MOU (memorandum of understanding) that he has brought back from
Iraqi... It sends two clear signals: one about 'light at the end of the tunnel' and the other a reminder that
this agreement has to be made to work.” Britain is expected to be joined by the US and Japan in
sponsoring the resolution. France announces it would back language warning Iraq it faced “serious
consequences" if it blocked UN  inspections. But its envoys say  Paris wanted to make sure the
document did not automatically authorize military action. But China voices objections. Asked whether
the language on “most serious consequences" would be satisfactory, its UN  ambassador, Qin Huasun
says : “No, I don't think so.”
-- Jordan and Turkey agree that only Iraq's compliance with UN demands would avert a renewed threat
of US-led military strikes against Iraq. A joint communiqué issued at the end of a two-day visit by
Turkish Foreign Minister Ismail Cem stresses that Iraq's cooperation with UN  demands was the only
way Iraq could hope to bring an end to crippling economic sanctions imposed after its 1990 invasion of
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Kuwait “The two sides reiterated their view that the only way to prevent the recurrence of such a crisis
would be Iraq's full and unconditional compliance with UN  Security Council resolutions," “Iraq should
fully comply...but if Iraq complies there should be light at end of the tunnel," says Jordanian Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Jawad Anani.
-- For the first time in six months Iraqis will receive in March their full food rations under Iraq's oil-for-
food deal with UN. Eric Falt, spokesman for the UN  humanitarian coordinator in Iraq, says  the basic
food basket which includes flour, rice, sugar, pulses and baby milk, would be topped up by government
supplies to reach the agreed target levels. The government will also dig into its own reserves for the first
time to help feed the three virtually autonomous Kurdish provinces in the north of the country.
Distribution of the food will be monitored by UN  staff including 57 personnel who returned to Iraq on
Thursday night. They were evacuated last week to escape the threat of US air strikes over a row about
weapons inspections in Iraq. Shortages of rice, sugar, tea, pulses, salt, cooking oil, baby food formula,
detergent or soap have prevented the full distribution of supplies. For the last two months babies have
been getting just two-thirds of the 2.7 kg (six lbs.) of milk formula they were supposed to receive.
“There will be a full ration of infant formula thanks to the utilization of government stocks.”

98-2-28:  Iraq dismisses a UN  draft resolution warning it to comply with a deal to open up its presidential sites
to weapons inspectors as “unnecessary.”. Oil Minister Amir Muhammad Rasheed, a top Iraqi negotiator
with UN  Special Commission (UNSCOM) weapons inspectors, says the British draft resolution, which
sets out severe consequences if Iraq obstructs inspections, is redundant because the deal clinched by UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan was a cast-iron accord. “We feel (it is) totally unnecessary to have any
Security Council resolution to support the memorandum of understanding which we have reached...It
has the power of law. It does not need any endorsement...We have agreed to open them up to
international experts so we can prove this was a fallacy like other fallacies which the American
administration has claimed...The condition is very simple. UNSCOM has to behave according to UN
standards...When they yield to pressure from some sources in the American administration...we will
have problems.”
-- US completes deployment of 3,100 front-line combat troops the 3rd Infantry Division's 1st Brigade to
Kuwait City. Their heavy equipment includes 116 M1A2 Abrams tanks and 58 Bradley Fighting
Vehicles and was waiting on the ground at Camp Doha, nine miles west of the Kuwaiti capital. Since
November, the US force level in the Persian Gulf has increased from more than 20,000 to 35,000,
almost half on 28 Navy vessels including two aircraft carriers. The number of warplanes in the region
has risen from about 200 to more than 350.
-- British aircraft carrier Illustrious enters the Gulf over the weekend to help enforce a no-fly zone over
southern Iraq. The Illustrious will replace the carrier Invincible, which entered the Gulf in January
amid rising tension with Iraq over UN  weapons inspections. The Invincible, with 1,200 men and
women on board, is anchored at Bahrain's Mina Sulman. The Invincible is due to leave on March 8.

98-3-1: Russia's special envoy to Iraq, Viktor Posuvalyuk, says he detected a new attitude in the Iraqi leadership
suggesting Iraq would comply with the provisions of a UN  deal on arms inspections in order to get
international sanctions lifted. “I have the feeling that their present attitude is completely different, that
at present their supreme task -- they are literally possessed by it -- is to achieve the lifting of
sanctions...If we can show that there is light at the end of the tunnel, if we can show that there are
guidelines...on the basis of Iraq's complete, unconditional and conscientious fulfilling of the Security
Council resolutions, I think that it will be possible to avoid any exacerbation of the situation.”
-- Kuwait's Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah says Iraqi reconciliation with Kuwait is
possible only if Iraq apologizes for invading the tiny Gulf Arab state. Sheikh Sabah says Iraq must also
implement all 1990-91 Gulf crisis-related UN resolutions and free some 600 people, mainly Kuwaitis,
who Kuwait says have been held by Iraq since the invasion. The “highest authority" in Iraq must admit
that the August 2, 1990 invasion of his country was wrong and must also apologize.

98-3-2: Security Council votes unanimously for a resolution that, “stresses that compliance by the Government
of Iraq with its obligations, repeated again in the memorandum of understanding, to accord immediate,
unconditional and unrestricted access to the Special Commission and the IAEA in conformity with the
relevant resolutions is necessary for the implementation of resolution 687 (1991), but that any violation
would have severest consequences for Iraq,” and notes, that by its failure so far to comply with its
relevant obligations Iraq has delayed the moment when the Council can do so.” The intensely
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negotiated resolution states that the Council endorses the agreement that Secretary-General Kofi Annan
signed in Iraqi a week ago that gives the inspectors access to so-called “presidential sites” under special
procedures. The resolution contains language to satisfy Council members who insisted on guarantees
that the document did not automatically approve any use of force against Iraq if it broke the accord.
-- Secretary-General Kofi Annan calls on Iraq to fully abide by its obligations, warning that “diplomacy
may not have a second chance...Whether the threat to international peace and security has been averted
for all time is now in the hands of the Iraqi leadership. It is now for them to comply in practice with
what they have signed on paper...For its part, the government of Iraq must now fulfill, without
obstruction or delay, the continuing obligations that it reaffirmed last week at the very highest
level...Iraq fully understands that if this effort to ensure compliance through negotiation is obstructed,
by evasion or deception, as were previous efforts, diplomacy may not have a second chance...No
promise of peace and no policy of patience can be without limits. Certainly UN  and the world
community lost nothing, gave away nothing and conceded nothing of substance....But by halting, at
least for now, the renewal of military hostilities in the Gulf, it was a victory for peace, for reason, for the
resolution of conflict by diplomacy.... If this agreement is fully implemented and leads over time to a
new day in the Gulf; if this exercise in diplomacy, backed by fairness, firmness and force, stands the test
of time, it will serve as an enduring and invaluable precedent for UN  and the world community.”
-- President Clinton states Iraq faces the “severest consequences” if it again acts to block UN  weapons
inspectors from carrying out their work.  “Tonight's unanimous vote by UN  Security Council sends the
clearest possible message: Iraq must make good on its commitment to give the international weapons
inspectors immediate, unconditional and unrestricted access to any suspect site, any place,
anytime...(Failure to do so) will result in the severest consequences for Iraq. Iraq now has the
responsibility to turn the commitment it has made into full compliance.”
--  Britain's ambassador Sir John Weston tells the Security Council, “We are not prepared to see a
repeat of the Iraqi behavior which led to the present crisis.”
-- China's ambassador, Qin Huasun, stress that his delegation “demanded repeatedly and clearly that
there must not be any automatic authorization of use of force against Iraq in this draft
resolution...Therefore I wish to stress here that the passing of this resolution in no ways means the
Security Council automatically authorizes any state to use force against Iraq.”.
-- Russia's envoy, Sergei Lavrov, states: “Any hint has been excluded (from the resolution) about
automaticity with regard to the application of force, which would be unacceptable for the majority of the
members of the Council.”
-- French envoy Alain Dejammet says the resolution confirms, “the prerogatives of the Security Council
in a way which excludes any idea of automaticity....this was re-emphasized quite firmly by the
representative of Japan on behalf of the co-sponsors of the resolution and I thank them for this."
-- Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz says. The British wanted...a resolution to box the Secretary
General and add some negative language against Iraq, and also prepare the grounds for a unilateral
decision by them and the Americans to attack Iraq when they choose to do so... We are not going to
interrupt their work...How long do you think it will take to do a correct survey? Not a decade, not a few
years. They will need a reasonable period. We will give them the reasonable period for that... Experts
will obviously deal with the technical aspects of the visit. Diplomats will observe and be interested in
the political aspect of the visit.... Since November 1991 UNSCOM has never, has never, discovered by
its own efforts any prohibited weapons in Iraq...UNSCOM has never discovered a hidden missile, any
hidden chemical or biological stockpile. It was Iraq which either unilaterally destroyed those weapons
and informed UNSCOM about their destruction or presented those weapons to UNSCOM for their
disposal...
-- Iraq holds funeral procession through Iraqi for 43 children it says died as a result of economic
sanctions. s National Assembly member Sultan al-Shawi, leads a protest march in front of the
procession, and says, “At the same time as we shed tears for our children we challenge the US over its
policy against us…These children died for the simple fact that they needed food and medicine...The US
is committing genocide against Iraq. Threatening the use of force against Iraq and prolonging the
embargo is not accepted.”

98-3-8:  Secretary-General Kofi Annan says the US lacks the authority for automatic use of force against Iraq
even if Iraq again interfered with UN/ weapons inspectors. “If the US (felt it) had to strike, I think some
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sort of consultations with the other members would be required" in the Security Council. Annan's
comment are at odds with the Clinton administration's stated view that it does not need further UN
permission to strike for any breach of the deal that staved off military action last month.
-- UNSCOM inspection team led by Scott Ritter works for 10 hours for a second consecutive day. A UN
spokesman says, “They inspected a number of sites on Saturday, three of which again were
sensitive…Three such sites also were visited Friday.” An Iraqi source says that one was a barracks of
the elite Republican Guard. Dacey say  that “all sites were inspected to the satisfaction of the inspection
team" and that the inspectors “received the full cooperation of the Iraqi authorities."

98-3-9:  French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine says all other Security Council members opposed the US and
British view that Iraq could be attacked automatically if it hampered UN  weapons inspectors again.
-- White House spokesman Mike McCurry says the US expects to consult with UN  before any military
strike if Iraq breaks its pledge to grant access to UN weapons inspectors. “If we got to the point where
there were serious questions about the government of Iraq's willingness to honor the memorandum of
understanding, we would of course be consulting with members of the Security Council. I would expect
urgent deliberations to occur if there was any abrogation of the agreement.” However, McCurry says
later that he understood the question to refer to a need for a Security Council resolution on military
action. The US has repeatedly said it believes it already has the authority to launch a military strike if
Iraq violates the agreement it struck with Annan last month to allow UN  weapons inspectors into
sensitive Iraqi sites.
-- Iraq's foreign minister begins of talks on a new UN “oil-for-food" program that Iraq says would still
not allow enough humanitarian supplies to reach ordinary Iraqis suffering under sanctions. About a
third goes to a compensation fund for victims of the 1991 Gulf War and to pay for UN staff for the oil-
for-food program as well as to cover the costs of UNSCOM. Sahaf, in a letter to the Security Council
last month, says revenues from oil Iraq sells over the $2 billion mark should no longer include the
deductions. He also harshly criticizes UN proposals to update electricity in the northern Kurdish
provinces, where UN  rather than Iraq controls the oil-for-food program. The plan includes $1 billion
for one-off infrastructure repairs.
-- Kuwait's Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmed al-Sabah says Kuwait would consider
reconciliation with Iraq only if it apologized for invading the oil-rich state, implemented all Gulf crisis-
related UN  resolutions and freed some 600 people missing since the crisis.

98-3-10: Scott Ritter leaves Iraq after inspecting sites without any problem. An official Iraqi newspaper, al-Iraq,
says Ritter had been sent back to Iraq by the US to harm a deal over weapons inspections. “Scott Ritter,
the owner of a record full of manufactured crises, has returned with an American will to create a new
crisis to harm the February agreement.”
-- UN  weapons experts  announce they will make their first visits to Iraq's “presidential sites" in about
two weeks. Butler will go to Iraqi at about the same time as the experts start work. The visits will be
conducted by UNSCOM inspectors and led by diplomat Jayantha Dhanapala. He will remain in Iraq for
the first eight inspections and return to New York and appoint a deputy for subsequent visits. His report
on inspections will be submitted to Butler. UNSCOM experts will be accompanied by at least two senior
diplomats to the presidential compounds, which will be designated by Dhanapala. The diplomats will
observe that the terms of the Feb. 23 accord, as well as detailed procedures, are respected and will report
on “any matter they deem appropriate" to Dhanapala. The team “shall take into consideration any
observations the Iraqi representative may wish to make regarding entry into a particular structure and
then decide upon the appropriate course of action." The diplomats have been dubbed a “dignity police."
They will almost certainly exclude US and British diplomats as most of the envoys will be drawn from a
list of 100 Iraqi-based diplomats that Annan will compile. The first visits to all eight presidential
compounds will be `baseline' surveys to set the groundwork for future inspections. The eight compounds
are now said to be spread over 12 square miles (31.5 square km). They include 1,058 residences,
palaces, residences, warehouses, garages and other buildings.
-- India's former UN  ambassador Prakash Shah says he will also be going to Iraq to set up his office by
the end of the month. He is to serve as Annan's special representative in Iraqi and a trouble-shooter for
all UN  programs.
-- Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff Army General Henry Shelton says 36,000 troops will
remain in the Gulf region until Iraq complies with UN. arms inspection demands. “We will make sure
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that we keep our forces here until such time that we see a trend that Iraq intends to comply fully. Our
plans call for remaining deployed until such time when we are convinced that (Iraqi President) Saddam
(Hussein) will comply...There are no constraints. We are prepared to stay as long as we need," Shelton
says  of the build-up in the Gulf.” Shelton refused to disclose the exact size of the US military force in
tiny Kuwait which various Western military and diplomatic sources put at between 8,000 and 11,000
troops.  This is “an operational issue which I prefer not to discuss ... We have a sufficient number of
troops on the ground here (from) the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines to do the job...We are trained
and ready...We are glad that thus far there has been a diplomatic solution to the current situation.”
-- Air Force and Navy troops in the Persian Gulf get their first vaccinations against anthrax. All 1.4
million US military men and women in uniform, as well as the 1 million in the reserves, will get the
mandatory vaccinations over the coming months. Civilians working for the Pentagon in the Gulf also
will get the inoculations.

98-11-3:  New UN commissioner Jayantha Dhanapala arrives in Iraq.
--  President Clinton says the US would consult Security Council members before any attack on Iraq, but
insisted that it did not need UN  approval to launch an attack. “We believe that the resolution gives us
the authority to take whatever actions are necessary but of course we would consult.”
-- Ba’ath party newspaper al-Thawra rejects conditions set by Kuwait for reconciliation, “Concerning
the story of conditions, we advise the Kuwaiti rulers to forget them because it is a story of imagination
and mirage.” Iraq would accept “frank dialogue (with Iraq), but would not accept conditions...We are
not troubled with it (reconciliation) or desperate for it....:
-- Several hundred Iraqis curse the US at the funeral procession of 40 children Iraq says  died because of
shortages of medicine caused by UN  sanctions. “Lift the sanction on Iraq," the crowd chanted. “The
sanctions imposed on Iraqis have claimed the lives of 1.3 million Iraqi children in addition to the
horrible social, educational, psychological and economic impact they left on Iraq... The continuation of
the sanctions is a genocide committed by the American administration against the people of Iraq due to
its persistence to keep it in place though Iraq had implemented all its commitments according to the
related Security Council resolutions.” Sultan al-Shawi, head of Iraqi Child Support Society, told the
official Iraqi News Agency (INA).
-- Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) says its has obtained a copy of a decree in which the Iraqi
government ordered the expulsion of 1,468 Kurdish families within a period of two months starting on
March 15. It says  the families could chose between migrating to the Arab south of Iraq or move to the
mainly Kurdish enclave of northern Iraq in which case they would have to give up one family member
to be held in detention by the government. An Iraqi opposition source says President Saddam Hussein's
government has been deporting Kurds from its cities for some time and many families have arrived in
the northern Iraqi cities of Arbil and Sulaymaniyah.

98-3-12: Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister, Tariq Aziz, meets with Jayantha. Aziz reiterates Iraq's promise to provide
access to weapons inspectors visiting the palaces, “taking into consideration the sovereignty and dignity
of Iraq and its national security."

98-3-13: Security Council's Iraqi sanctions committee approves  plan to enable up to 22,000 Iraqis to make the
pilgrimage to Mecca early next month, though it appeared uncertain whether Iraqi would accept it.
Each Iraqi pilgrim should be allocated up to $2,000 from the UN  “oil-for-food" program. This would
make a total of up to $44 million, if the quota set by Saudi Arabia of 22,000 Iraqi pilgrims is filled.  But
Iraqi insists the money should be funneled through the Iraqi central bank, which would disburse it
among the pilgrims, many of whom would fly to Saudi Arabia aboard Royal Jordanian Airline flights.
This would be another exception to sanctions, which normally bar flights to and from Iraq.

98-3-14: President Saddam Hussein urges Iraqi local officials to be more patient in their dealings with Kurds. “If
we are weighing our treatment of Iraqis in Iraqi with silver, we should do that in Sulaimaniya and its
outskirts and Arbil with gold or diamonds."  Saddam is talking to Iraqi officials near Kirkuk, and also
says that any Kurd who was reminded of his wrong doing and did not correct his ways would be
punished. “We shall punish anyone who goes off the road (the rule of the government in Iraqi) after we
tell him he should avoid such deviation.”
-- Britain says it will provide $11 million in humanitarian assistance for Iraq. Clare Short, Secretary of
State for international development, says the aid will be directed through UN  and other international
agencies. “The people of Iraq have suffered too much. Saddam manipulates the suffering of his people
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and uses it for propaganda. But we must do all we can to relieve their suffering. We are channeling our
increased aid to organizations that can deliver food and medicine direct to the people in need.” Britain
had previously provided $4.9 million in aid, largely for removing land mines and assisting vulnerable
groups.
-- Iraq responds Saturday to a US Senate call for war crimes proceedings against President Saddam
Hussein by proposing similar trials for President Clinton and other Western leaders. Iraq's National and
Arab Front, a coalition of the ruling Ba’ath Party and other pro-government factions, say the Western
leaders should be tried for “crimes against Iraq's people (by) causing the deaths of hundreds of
thousands of children, elderly and women in Iraq." In addition to Clinton, the Front says  leaders who
should be prosecuted include former President Bush, former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher,
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and American defense secretaries.

98-3-15:  UN Children's Fund, UNICEF, in cooperation with Iraq's Health Ministry, launches nationwide
campaign to immunize some 3.5 million Iraqi children against polio Eric Falt, spokesman for the UN
humanitarian coordinator in Iraq, say the campaign will cover all children under five years old. “Iraqi
children under five represent 15 percent of the overall population or some 3.5 million children. Falt
says  a comprehensive survey carried out by UNICEF in 1997 showed that up to one million Iraqi
children were suffering from malnutrition. This figure represented an increase of 71 percent compared
to 1991. UNICEF will carry out a nutritional survey to evaluate the impact of an oil-for-food deal signed
with UN
-- Iraqi officials say an estimated 1.5 million children have died needlessly in the past seven years, since
the imposition of sanctions. Health Ministry sources say hospitals in Iraq are operating at half their
normal capacity because of the shortage of medical supplies. Many are forced to turn away all but
emergency cases.
-- US expresses satisfaction with accord opening Iraq presidential compounds to inspectors, but says
The US wants proof chemical and biological weapons were destroyed. “I think as far as the US is
concerned, the procedures are working out in a satisfactory form," Defense Secretary William Cohen
tell CNN. “We have gained access to those so-called presidential sites and sensitive sites, that have been
off-limits by virtue of Saddam Hussein's declarations for the past six or seven years...So what we have to
do is insist, before there can be any relief in sight for Saddam Hussein or the Iraqi people as far as the
sanctions are concerned, that they must produce proof positive...They have failed to do so, and until
such time as they do, we cannot say there has been compliance...To the extent that any evidence would
continue to document his past activities, that would lend itself to that, then I certainly would support
that,...But I think the key focus that we have to have is what takes place from this point on. Is he going
to fully comply?”

98-3-16: Iraq's Foreign Ministry holds talks with Turkish officials in Ankara to improve ties. The Iraqi
delegation is headed by Saad al-Faisel has started at the beginning of this week contacts Newspaper
Nabdh al-Shabab (Pulse of Youth), owned by President Saddam Hussein's eldest son Uday, reports that
Ankara had expressed a desire to improve ties between the two countries. “Turkey has stressed that it
intended to raise the level of its diplomatic mission in Iraqi from a charge d'affaires to an ambassador.”
Iraq has accused Turkey of being a US lackey in the region because it lets aircraft of the US-led alliance
use Turkish bases to protect rebel Kurds from possible attacks by Iraqi armed forces, and for
periodically sending Turkish troops across the border into northern Iraq in pursuit of Kurdish rebels.
Iraq has also accused Turkey of stealing the region's water by building dams and canals on the
Euphrates River.
-- New Zealand extends deployment of special forces commandos seconded for a possible attack on Iraq.
Prime Minister Jenny Shipley says New Zealand “remained fully convinced of the continuing need for
the Multinational Coalition in the Gulf and has agreed to extend the deployment of its contribution to
the force.” The troops will initially remain in Kuwait until the end of April. “Any extension beyond that
(April) date will be considered at the appropriate time.” Two RNZAF Orion search and reconnaissance
aircraft positioned on the island of Diego Garcia will return to New Zealand, but will remain declared
as part of the coalition force to be called on if needed.
-- US welcomes recent efforts by Middle Eastern countries, particularly Iran, to block Iraqi smuggling
of petroleum products. US Energy Information Administration (EIA) says Iraq has been smuggling up
to 100,000 barrels a day in crude oil and other petroleum products, which has provided the country with
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$700 million a year in revenues. Iraq's major smuggling routes were to Turkey by truck, to India and
Pakistan along the Persian Gulf coast, to Iran across the Fao Peninsula with barges, and to Dubai with
small tankers.
-- US State Department says Kurds in Halabja are still suffering much higher rates of serious disease
and birth defects. In a statement marking the anniversary of the attack ten years earlier, the spokesman
says that even though 5,000 civilians were killed and 10,000 injured, the Iraqi regime has never
expressed remorse.
-- UN agrees to make arrangements to monitor the storage and use in Iraq of spare parts for an oil
pipeline from Kirkuk, in Iraq, to Yumurtalik, in Turkey. No maintenance work has been carried out on
the pipeline for several years but it is being heavily used to transport oil to the Turkish terminal under
the oil-for-food program. The committee had previously approved a year-old Turkish request for the
parts to be supplied by Turkey's Tekfen company. But after the US urged that the parts be stored in
Turkey and transported to Iraq as needed, Iraq objected that this was illogical and impractical. The UN
secretariat has now made arrangements for the storage and monitoring of the parts to be carried out by a
Netherlands-based company called Saybolt appointed by UN  in 1996 to oversee the export of Iraqi oil
under the oil-for-food program. Iraq is required to export the larger share of the oil through the Kirkuk-
Yumurtalik pipeline and the rest through its Mina al-Bakr terminal on the Gulf. This is monitored by
experts from Saybolt.

98-3-17: Iraq urges European Union to ignore British suggestions that aid could be channeled more directly to
the Iraqi people, bypassing their government. Foreign Ministry spokesman says aid should be kept
within the framework of Iraq's oil-for-food deal with UN  until Gulf War trade sanctions are lifted, “The
world community knows full well that the Iraqi government is cooperating fully, and at the highest
level, with the General-Secretariat of UN  to implement the oil-for-food agreement...The world
community also knows very well that during the whole life of the UN  deal, the British government has
been uniquely helpful to the US administration in impeding the implementation of contracts Iraq has
concluded."
-- KDP says Iran has tortured to death one of its members after arresting him and 19 others for allegedly
spying against the Islamic state. “Twenty Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) officials living in Iran
have been arrested...The detainees are being mistreated and tortured...as a result one of the detained was
murdered while in custody.”

98-3-19:  Richard Butler says he sees a “new spirit" of cooperation from that nation. “Last week we went to some
places that Iraq decided to declare sensitive. We had sent a very tough team in to have a look at those
places. In the past we'd been blocked. We met with a degree of cooperation that I think justifies figuring
that maybe there is now a new spirit out there.”
-- Jayantha Dhanapala, UN undersecretary-general for disarmament affairs issues list of 20 senior
diplomats who will observe UNSCOM inspections of eight presidential sites in Iraq. The initial group,
which includes officials from each of the five permanent members of the Security Council, is composed
of:  1. Cui Tiankai, Minister counselor based in New York (China)  2. Marcel Laugel, retired Arabist
based in Beirut (France)  3. A. Kalugin, minister based in Moscow (Russia)  4. Simon Collis, Amman
(United Kingdom)  5. Ryan Crocker, former US ambassador to Kuwait now based in Washington (US)
6. Josef Papp, counselor based in Iraqi (Hungary)  7. Gheorghe Tarlescu, counselor based in Iraqi
(Romania)  8. Pietro Cordone, ambassador based in Rome, Arabist (Italy)  9. Saeed Saad, based in
Khartoum (Sudan) 10. E. Portella, based in Vienna (Brazil) 11. Babou Ousman Jobe, Banjul (Gambia)
12. Alfred Moussotsi, counselor based in New York (Gabon) 13. Roberto Garcia Moritan, ambassador
based in Buenos Aires (Argentina) 14. Michael Shenstone, retired Arabist based in Ottawa (Canada)
15. Horst Holthoff, retired in Bonn (Germany) 16. Andrej Zlebnik, ambassador based in Cairo
(Slovenia) 17. Kim Woon-Nam, minister counselor based in Riyadh (South Korea) 18. Johan
Nordenfelt, based in Stockholm (Sweden) 19. Antonio Monteiro, ambassador to UN in New York
(Portugal) 20. still to be named as initial envoy forced to cancel (Japan)
-- Iraq abandons efforts to secure the approval of the UN sanctions committee for up to 22,000 Iraqis to
make the pilgrimage to Mecca next month, saying it is too late to make arrangements. Iraqis who want
to perform the Moslem pilgrimage in Mecca next month will have to travel to Saudi Arabia via land
and by means of 40 buses.”
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-- Iraqi opposition claims that Iraq has detained 13 officers of President Saddam Hussein's elite
Republican Guards and accused them of complaining about harsh economic conditions in the country, a
leading opposition group says  Thursday. The Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq,
which is based in Iran, says  Saddam's youngest son, Qusai, ordered the arrests over the past few weeks.
The officers are says  to include four colonels, five lieutenant colonels, three majors and one captain.

98-3-20: Richard Butler promises Iraq his team will complete its work with lightning speed if it is told the whole
truth about Iraqi's weapons of mass destruction. “Iraq has the opportunity now, the ball at its feet, to tell
us everything that it can about its chemical and biological weapons...I will make a promise in return --
if they give us the truth, we will verify in lightning speed and we can be finished with all of this...I
would think around about something like a further one year could see us through this job...The basic
truth is that Iraq could have been finished with all of this business years ago if it had begun by giving us
all of the materials and the truth of the matter...If they give us that full cooperation, they will not find
that we are slow....What's different? We will be observed by some diplomats. And that's fine, that's part
of the key that unlocked these sites. But make no mistake about it, we'll be doing our job in the normal
way."
 -- Iraqi UN  representative Nizar Hamdoon says Iraq will not reduce its oil production even if OPEC
and non-OPEC nations decide to curtail theirs. “I don't think it's connected because we are a different
package.” Iraq is expected to produce just under two million barrels per day of crude in March,
including about 1.37 million barrels per day earmarked for export, according to UN  overseers. “Even
that figure ($4 billion in sales over six months), unless some money is allocated to repair the damage in
the industry, we don't think can be reached...(we need) somewhere between $250 million to $300
million to accomplish at least the current figure we are talking about, the $4 billion" in sales over six
months.

98-3-21: Iraqi officials say Iraq could raise its oil exports by at least 700,000 barrels per day within six months if
UN  approves urgent repairs to crude facilities. Iraq is preparing to increase output from its present
capacity of 2.3 million barrels per day to earn the extra sums approved under an enhanced “oil-for-food"
program that allows Iraqi to sell crude to buy humanitarian supplies. The sales limit has been raised to
$5.2 billion in every six months from $2 billion currently, but technical problems and a low oil price
severely restrict Iraqi's capacity to increase revenue. Iraqi industry officials told the Monaco Energy
Summit they could boost production to 2.6 million barrels per day within three months if they could
import oil treatment chemicals, and within another three months could hit 3.0 million barrels per day.
With domestic consumption accounting for some 650,000 barrels per day, export levels would be
around 2.35 million barrels per day. But experts expect actual sales to plateau around two million
barrels per day until extensive repairs restore to operation the second pipeline from northern Iraq to the
Turkish port of Ceyhan, where Iraq's Kirkuk grade currently loads.
Abd al-Tikriti, director-general of Iraq's oil ministry, says  output could reach 3.5 million barrels per
day within 12 months. That would allow exports of 2.9 million barrels per day, enough to earn Iraq the
$5.2 billion figure at current low oil prices. Iraqi has signed a $3.5 billion deal with a consortium led by
Russia's Lukoil to develop the massive Qurna oilfield and a $1.2 billion contract with China to develop
the billion-barrel Ahdab field. No work can begin in Iraq until sanctions end and uncertainty over the
future has held up the signing of long promised deals with French majors Elf (ELFP.PA) and Total to
develop the Nahr Umr and Majnoon fields respectively.
Al-Tikriti say Iraqi has three-part, 10-year plan  to raise output to six million barrels per day. Phase 1
would take output to 3.5 million barrels per day by improving current operations, while Phase 2 would
see 10 new fields developed in partnership with foreign oil companies. Phase 3 would lease nine
unexplored blocks in the Western Desert to foreign prospectors. Ambitious downstream upgrades,
including building a new 150,000 barrels per day refinery, and plans to capitalize on huge gas reserves
by building pipelines to Turkey and on into European markets were also on the list, which Iraq
estimates has a value of $30 billion.
Some 60 foreign companies are reported to be seeking deals in Iraq. Oil Minister Amer Rashid says
Iraq is “very near" to signing with Elf, Total and other European and Asian companies and would close
the deals when the political environment was right. Rashid refuses to confirm it is Iraq's policy to  delay
deals until after sanctions were lifted to secure better terms but says such a policy “had merits."
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98-3-22: Prakash Shah -- Annan's new envoy to Iraqi -- states, “We have been briefed to watch developments in
relations between Iraq and the UN  and to help avert any escalation of crisis that might develop…It is a
question of trying to see the objectives of the UN  and its activities here which is trying to bring about
peace and peaceful solutions to all questions…I am here to stay for about six months as initiated by the
appointment.” Sanctions imposed on Iraq for its 1990 invasion of Kuwait would not stay “for ever.”
-- Iraqi paper Babel, owned by Saddam’s son Uday, publishes article saying, “Welcome to Iraqi Mr.
chairman of the Special Commission once again…Butler is ready to forget a lot of things in order to
maintain his special ties with American officials…Before (UN  Secretary-General Kofi Annan's) visit
(last month) to Iraq the American administration was keen to make sure that Butler maintains his post.”
Butler is due to meet Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz and other Iraqi officials on Monday and
Tuesday and spend one day with UNSCOM teams before he leaves on Thursday.
-- Richard Butler states, “I am very glad to be here particularly after the agreement was signed between
(UN ) Secretary-General Mr. Kofi Annan and Iraq…I think the agreement has created a new spirit of
cooperation. “We are being shown a new degree of cooperation. I welcome it. I hope it continues. If it
does we can do our part of this job...without the passage of too much time," Butler told a news
conference in Iraqi…I have a sense of a new spirit prevailing in our relationship…The degree of
cooperation that Iraq has been showing the commission in all fields...is very high and very welcome….
I have listened carefully through the noise -- what could be called propaganda -- and we have adjusted
some ways in which we do our work…I will meet the Deputy Prime Minister tomorrow and will offer
him my professional commitment to this new spirit and to getting this job done and I assume he will do
the same to me."
-- Water treatment plant inaugurated in Iraqi which will supply a quarter of a million people after
rehabilitation work carried out with UN support.

98-3-23: Butler holds first talks in Iraqi since crisis over inspections. Butler meet Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister
Tariq Aziz for discussions which were expected to cover plans for UN inspectors to visit eight
presidential sites at the center of last month's crisis. Iraqi television shows Aziz smiling as he shook
hands with Butler. The two men meet for around two hours. Butler holds evening session with Iraqi Oil
Minister Lieutenant-General Amir Muhammad Rasheed.
-- Oil Minister Amir Muhammad says Iraq's eight “presidential sites" would need only two weeks to
inspect. “Work can be achieved in two weeks unless they (UNSCOM) want additional verification of
some data which needs some more time," Rasheed was quoted by Nabdh al-Shabab (Pulse of Youth), a
newspaper owned by Saddam's eldest son Uday.
-- Iraq's parliament declares President Clinton and George Bush are war criminals. National Assembly
votes unanimously for the two men to stand trial for the suffering caused by sanctions imposed after its
1990 invasion of Kuwait and on the 1991 Gulf War to evict its forces from the Emirate. The assembly
sets up a committee “to follow up this matter in order to help send these people to trial. The Assembly
also demands that “the crime of imposing oppressive sanctions on the Iraqi people by the US of
America, and a mass extermination of the children, women and elderly of Iraq, be considered a war
crime." The vote follows a two-day session called in response to a US Senate resolution earlier this
month branding Iraqi President Saddam Hussein a war criminal and calling for an international
tribunal to be set up to indict him. The tribunal's purpose would be “indicting, prosecuting, and
imprisoning Saddam Hussein and other Iraqi officials who are responsible for crimes against humanity,
genocide, and other violations of international law.”
-- Iraq criticizes Doha conference of Islamic states' foreign ministers for urging Iraqi to cooperate with
UN weapons inspectors and says  Moslems should focus instead on the suffering of ordinary Iraqis.

98-3-24: The Sun, a tabloid newspaper, reports that Britain's air and sea ports are put on alert to the threat of
anthrax being smuggled into the country by Iraq. The all-ports warning follows threat by Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein to flood Britain with the toxin disguised inside “duty free" bottles of alcohol,
cosmetics, cigarette lighters and perfume sprays. Prime Minister Tony Blair's office confirms that the
document on which the story is based, but does not confirm the date of the alert. Blair spokeswoman
says government had circulated an all-ports warning, but there was “no evidence that this plot has been
implemented, simply that a threat may have been made....Obviously that has to be taken seriously, but
we do not believe there is cause for alarm. Junior Home Office minister Mike O'Brian tells BBC, “We
do not believe that anthrax has been brought in Britain, there's no evidence for it, and we're not
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expecting any imminently...There's no imminent or specific threat to Britain.” Iraqi officials dismiss
charges as “silly and baseless" British government suggestions that Iraqi was planning to smuggle
lethal anthrax into Britain. " State Department has no comment on whether America was also a target.
Spokesman for the Iraqi Ministry of Information and Culture says Iraq has no weapons of mass
destruction and was cooperating fully with UN arms inspectors.
-- Nassir Hindawi, chemist who helped pioneer Iraq's biological warfare program, reported to have been
arrested in Iraq while preparing to flee the country. Nizar Hamdoon says Hindawi is in jail and Iraqi
had informed the UN earlier this month. UN hoped to interview Hindawi in circumstances in which he
could speak freely, but. Iraqi secret police agents attends all meetings between UN investigators and
local scientists and Hindawi may not be available. New York Times report quotes Hamdoon as saying
Hindawi had been found with military documents which should have been given to the Iraqi
government, that he had a forged passport when he was arrested and was about to leave Iraq illegally.
UNSCOM) says Iraqi had recently handed over documents said to have been taken from Hindawi.
-- 18 diplomats appointed by the UN to accompany inspectors in examining the eight palace compounds
arrive in Iraqi, led by Jayantha Dhanapala. Butler ends two days of talks in Iraq saying his talks with
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz reflected major changes, “January was tough. That's for sure.
Today was a light-year different." Butler says  progress was made towards accounting for missile
warheads and chemical agents Iraq says it has destroyed. “Today it was just flowers from both sides,”
says  UNSCOM political adviser Gustavo Flauvinen, adding that both sides complimented each other on
the trouble-free inspections earlier this month led by UNSCOM inspector Scott Ritter. Butler stated: “I
don't think you will have to wait for long" for inspections of presidential palaces. He says there was in
verifying Iraq's claims it had destroyed all stocks and precursors to produce the chemical agent VX, and
warheads carrying biological or chemical payloads. “We charted a way forward where in a reasonably
short time we might be able to get to the bottom of those issues if Iraq shows this degree of
cooperation.”
-- Several hundred Iraqis attack the US on Tuesday at the funeral procession of 32 children they say
died because of shortages of medicine caused by sanctions. Sultan al-Shawi, head of Iraqi Child Support
Society, tells the Iraqi News Agency (INA) that, “The US administration is responsible for the genocide
which Iraqi people, and particularly children, are undergoing due to its persistence in continuing the
sanctions...Average infant disease casualties have doubled due to the use of the internationally banned
weapons.”  Shawi says US weapons caused diseases like leukaemia and stomach cancer. Coffins
carrying 32 bodies, wrapped in white linen and bearing pictures of the dead children with their names
and ages, were carried above taxi-cabs through central Iraqi. “Lift the sanctions on Iraq,”' the crowd
chanted.
-- Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, based in Iran, says bodies of 60 Shi’ite activists
were handed over to their families last week in the province of Nassiriya, about 270 miles south of Iraqi

98-3-25: Iraq says it will  allow UN inspectors to meet Nasser Hindawi. “If the biological team wants to meet
him, it can do so. The right of UNSCOM will not be affected by his detention.” Butler says his
inspectors had interviewed Nasser Hindawia year ago and he had not decided yet whether to meet him
again
-- Security Council agrees unanimously to allow Iraq to sell about $400 million worth of oil in the
second half of the current six-month “oil-for-food" period that it failed to sell in the first half that ended
on March 4. Shortfall was caused by a five-week delay by Iraq in shipping oil after the official Dec. 5,
1997 start of the current six-month phase.

98-3-26: UN inspectors will an Iraqi “presidential site" the first time in seven years. They visit the Radwaniyah
presidential complex in west Iraqi. All ”baseline" visits to inspect and survey the eight presidential sites
in detail for possible future inspections are expected to be completed by around April 5. UN inspectors
will conduct detailed internal and external surveys of the sites while a helicopter surveyed them from
the air. Butler says, “We will enter the presidential sites very, very soon and we will do so with our full
rights”.
-- US ambassador Richardson says, “So far, the inspections of presidential sites, of sensitive sites, have
gone well. We are pleased that the secretary-general's agreement is being implemented...The real test
will be compliance over an extended period of time...We want to see a consistent pattern of inspections
completed.”
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-- Congressman Gerald Solomon, a New York Republican, tells the House of Representatives on that he
has ”trouble handing out any more money to an organization whose secretary-general has just cut an
appeasement deal with Saddam Hussein, said Saddam Hussein is a man he can work with, and called
US weapons inspectors cowboys. That is what this head of the UN said? He ought to be horsewhipped
for saying it.”'
-- Nearly 2,000 Iraqi Moslems leave for Haj in Saudi Arabia in a convoy of 45 buses on the 24-hour
journey to Mecca. Endowment Minister Abdul-Muneim Ahmed Saleh says Iraq had to limit number of
its pilgrims this year to 3,000 because of financial constraints caused by sanctions. Iraq can send up to
22,000 pilgrims to Mecca under quotas set by the Organization of the Islamic Conference.

98-3-27: Global fall in petroleum prices drives Iraq to sign 14 new oil contracts to meet its $2 billion limit as part
oil-for-food deal. The contracts raise to 48 the number of contracts signed under the current six-month
stage of the plan. Iraq has been permitted since December 1996 to sell $2 billion worth of oil every six
months. During the first six-month period, Iraq exported a total of 121 million barrels of oil. The
volume sold rose to 127 million barrels during the second six-month stage as oil prices fell. Starting in
June, Iraq will be permitted to sell $5.2 billion in oil.
-- 1,000 Iraqi Moslems has arrived in Saudi Arabia to perform the annual Haj. The group crosses into
the kingdom from Iraq by bus
-- UN weapons experts, accompanied by senior diplomats, end second day of inspections at an Iraqi
presidential site.
-- Exiled Iraqi Communist Party says Iraqi government has moved 200 dissidents from detention
centers to Abu Ghraib prison west of Iraqi near Iraqi this month so they can be executed. The Iraqi
Communist Party says most of the dissidents were suspected of being involved in the 1991 Shiite and
Kurdish uprisings against Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.

98-3-27: The Iraqi News Agency (INA) says Iraq calls on citizens to report information on Iraqis believed
missing or detained during the fighting which forced Iraqi's troops out of neighboring Kuwait seven
years ago. “The Human Rights Committee at the National Assembly appeals to citizens with
information or documents on Iraqis missing in action or detained in Kuwait during the historic
showdown, the Mother of all Battles.”
-- Iraq's justice minister conveys Saddam Hussein's thanks to United Arab Emirates President Sheikh
Zaid bin Sultan al-Nahayan for calling for a diplomatic solution to the recent crisis between the UN and
Iraq. “The Iraqi leadership and the Iraqi people value the honorable and supportive position of the
United Arab Emirates with the Iraqi people.” Maliki told WAM. During the meeting, Sheikh Zaid
urged Iraq to “`continue complete cooperation with the UN to hasten lifting the suffering of the
brotherly Iraqi people, who have been led into a tragic situation by the embargo.”

98-3-29: Secretary- General Annan arrives in Moscow for talks with President Boris Yeltsin on Iraq and other
issues.
-- Central Bank governor Isam Hweish predicts Iraq's currency will make strong gains on the back of
increased imports under oil-for-food deal. “The exchange rate of the Iraqi dinar will tremendously
recover during the coming few days...I recommended people in 1995 in a TV interview to get rid of
their hard currency and my advice materialized... Those who do not exchange their dollar for 1,300
Iraqi dinars will have to exchange them with a lower rate....Iraq's exchange rate will improve in
proportion to the increase in the volume of our imports which would be realized in the light of the third
phase of the memorandum of understanding.”  The dinar, which slumped to as low as 3,000 to the
dollar in 1995, soared to 400 in early 1996 when Iraq agreed to a UN plan allowing it to sell $2 billion
worth of oil every six months and use most of the proceeds to buy food and medicine.
-- First Syrian minister to visit Iraq in nearly two decades arrives in Iraqi, saying he was on a
humanitarian mission to ease the plight of sanction-hit Iraqis. Health Minister Iyad Shatti arrives with
12 trucks of food and medicine to take part in a Syrian-Iraqi Health Week. “Our mission today is a
humanitarian mission...Economic relations have started to take their natural course, relations in health
have (also) started to take their natural course...Time will tell. Relations, God willing, will be
satisfactory.”

98-3-30: Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh  says Australian wheat exports to Iraq may be cut because
of Australia’s  military presence in the Gulf. “I'm not going to keep our trade relationship with
Australia as long as the troops are still in the front of the Iraqi people. Last year, the oil-for-food
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program bought about A$200 million (US$132 million), or two-thirds, of its wheat imports for Iraq
from Australia.  Saleh also says  Australia would lose its position as the preferred supplier of A$300
million in dairy products under an extension of the oil-for-food program. “Now we are going to buy
from Europe. How could we buy from your country when other countries they give us a positive reply
and they don't send their troops? Definitely we have to buy from them..” Australia has more than 200
troops deployed in Kuwait
--  UNSCOM has now entered six of eight palaces. Secretary General Annan says Iraq has so far
showed willingness to fulfil an accord he signed last month on weapons inspections. “I think the record
so far regarding Iraqi implementation is good. The inspectors have been able to continue their work
unimpeded,: Annan says after meeting Russian Foreign Minister Primakov. “I hope that this
cooperation will continue into the future and for the longer run.” Yeltsin tell Annan,  “I am particularly
impressed how you and I played out the Iraqi game together.”
-- Jayantha Dhanapala, head of the diplomatic corps accompanying UN inspectors, calls Iraq's
cooperation “positive.” “Fifty percent of our job is done...I believe in the next week we should be able to
complete the visits to all eight presidential sites.”
-- UN chief weapons inspector Butler tells Security Council Iraq needs to be forthcoming on its
chemical weapons projects and he would organize another technical meeting on the deadly nerve agent
VX. In a report on his talks in Iraqi, Butler emphasizes the new “spirit of cooperation" in carrying out
arms inspections since the Feb. 23 agreement signed with Iraqi leaders by Secretary-General Kofi
Annan, but says he told Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz his commission was still trying to
verify that Iraqi had not produced VX on an industrial scale or prepared it for use in weapons delivery
systems. Butler reports that Aziz responded by challenging the methodology used by the commission to
reach that assessment, “He (Aziz) could not accept that because Iraq had possessed the necessary
equipment and achieved a high level of expertise in the production of other chemical weapons, this
necessarily led to the same conclusion in respect of VX.” Aziz says  Iraq had procured “important
quantities" of VX precursors or ingredients, but it had not succeeded in producing them on a scale
suitable for military use. The UNSCOM special team reported in February that Iraq had the know-how,
equipment and possibly the ingredients to manufacture as much as 200 metric tons of VX. Butler and
Aziz did not discuss biological weapons, where the commission has the largest gaps, because of
meetings being held on the subject in Vienna.  They also agree on a further technical evaluation
meeting on missile warheads, probably at the end of April. UNSCOM maintains there are discrepancies
in the commission's documentation and the warheads Iraq says  it destroyed unilaterally. Butler also
says issues concerning the indigenous production of missile engines and a full accounting of missile
propellants needed to be resolved.

98-3-31:  Bahrain's Crown Prince Sheikh Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa held talks on Tuesday with visiting Iraqi
Justice Minister Shabib al-Maliki. Sheikh Hamad welcomed Iraq's “positive cooperation" with the UN
to implement the weapons inspection agreement signed last month

98-4-1: Iran says its former Iraq has been holding nine Iranian fishermen since their boat sank near Iraqi
territory last November.  Iran informed the UN on Tuesday that Iraqi border guards rescued the
fishermen from the Iraqi side of the Shatt al Arab waterway on November 5 but have yet to return them
to Iran, the official news agency IRNA reported. “The Iranian delegation to the UN appreciated the
humanitarian efforts of Iraqi border guards, but at the same time voiced concern for a continuing
blackout on the part of the Iraqi government in connection with the fate of the Iranian captives," IRNA
says . Iraq claims Iran still holds more than 20,000 Iraqi prisoners of war and Iran charges Iraq with
holding between 5,000 to 10,000 Iranian POWs.
--Iraq tells UN technical team it needs a total of $300 million to repair its sanctions-hit oil industry.
-- Iraq asks for all the new money under the expanded oil-for-food program to go for humanitarian
goods, with nothing withheld for war reparations.  Currently, 30 percent is set aside to pay reparations
to Kuwaitis and other for damages incurred during Iraq's seven-month occupation. In addition, 5
percent goes to cover UN expenses in Iraq, including the activities of UN weapons inspectors who must
certify that Iraq has eliminated its weapons of mass destruction. After these deductions, Iraq nets about
$1.32 billion every six months for food and medicine.
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98-4-2: UN weapons experts and senior diplomats start inspections of the last two of Iraq's presidential sites.
-- Iraqi newspaper says Iran will release 6,000 Iraqi prisoners of the 1980-88 Iraq-Iran war.
-- UN chief arms inspector Richard Butler says his teams will remain in Iraq for the foreseeable future
even if Iraqi accounts for all its suspected weapons of mass destruction. “If the point of your question is
to foresee a day where inspections will end, that day is simply not visible and Iraq knows it... When we
finish the disarmament process, we will be continuing with the ongoing monitoring process...What you
should understand is that the process has two parts. One is disarmament and the other is ongoing
monitoring. The disarmament part can be brought to an end, (but we must) monitor, to be sure that they
are not recreating those weapons. Inspection is an important part of monitoring and we already have
some 300 sites in Iraq under ongoing monitoring... Inspection is one of the several tools that we use to
achieve (our) task. There's been too much focus on inspection as a phenomenon, an end in itself, in the
last five-six month period of crisis...We must differentiate, as Richard has been doing, between the
initial inspection and the monitoring process. We're not introducing any new element into the
discussion this morning...That's been there, been agreed to by Iraq for a number of years and is part of
the cease-fire agreement. It always was a progression that moved from more intimate inspection to the
monitoring process."
-- $3.5 million worth of spare parts for Iraqi crop spraying helicopters on their way to Iraqi. UN
spokesman Eric Falt  says, “For the previous season, the spraying campaign was estimated by the
Ministry of Agriculture to have covered only 22 percent of the affected.” He reports that nearly five
million tons of food and commodities has arrived in Iraq since the beginning of the deal, but that, “there
are still deficiencies associated with the nutritional content of the (food) ration as well as the quantity
provided.”

98-4-3: Britain withdraws the aircraft carrier it sent to the Gulf at the height of the recent Iraqi crisis, and sends
four extra Tornado aircraft to join the existing force of eight Tornadoes in Kuwait are better suited to
operating in the extreme heat of the coming summer months. British Defense Secretary George
Robertson says it is too soon to wind down activity in the area. “Saddam has not yet provided the
evidence we need to be sure that he has destroyed all his weapons of mass destruction. Given his track
record, it is therefore too soon to relax our vigilance and reduce our military capability in the Gulf.”
-- UN weapons inspectors and diplomats end their first round of inspections of Iraq's highly sensitive
presidential sites and leave Iraqi. Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz praises the visits to the
presidential sites as a “triumph for the truth over falsehood....The group's visit has verified Iraq's
credibility and exposed the allegations of America and Britain and their elements in the UN Special
Commission (charged with disarming Iraq)... If we review the huge fuss made by senior US and British
officials over these sites before signing the accord...and compare that fuss with the current
situation...and after the conclusion of the visit, we would notice the great difference between those lies
and the truth.”
-- Security Council gives routine consent to the continuation of the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation
Mission (UNIKOM), which patrols a demilitarized zone on either side of the Iraq-Kuwait border. The
mission, established after the 1991 Gulf War, numbers nearly 1,300 troops and observers from more
than 30 countries, including a 767-strong Bangladeshi infantry battalion.
-- Iran says more than 1,900 Iraqi and Iranian prisoners captured during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war
have been released and repatriated. It say 1,800 Iraqis and 112 Iranians were released in two stages,
under an agreement Iran announced on Thursday for the release of 5,592 Iraqi POWs in exchange for
380 Iranian prisoners held by Iraqi Iranian TV shows a group of released Iranian POWs kneeling in
prayer and kissing the ground after crossing the border into Iran. Many had gray hair and some walked
with difficulty. Iraqi newspapers earlier said 800 Iraqis and 62 Iranians were set free at al-Munthiriya
border point on Thursday in an exchange supervised by the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC). Iraq's weekly Al-Zawraa says that 6,000 Iraqi POWs were expected at al-Munthiriya. The  two
countries set up a group to discuss these issues, trade ties and pilgrimage trips after Iraqi Foreign
Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf visited Tehran in January and talked to his Iranian counterpart
Kamal Kharrazi. Iraq now denies holding any Iranian POWs and says Iran still holds more that 18,000
Iraqi POWs, some 8,700 of them registered with the ICRC. Iran denies the Iraqi figures and says Iraqi
holds thousands of Iranians. The two countries exchanged some 70,000 POWs in 1990.
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98-4-5:  “Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum, defense minister of the United Arab Emirates says in
interview that Iran and Iraq posed no security threat to his country. “We are under no danger from Iran
nor from Iraq...Gulf security is the responsibility of Gulf nations in the first degree and the
responsibility of friendly Arab states in the second degree.”
--Iraq thanks Syrian President Hafez al-Assad for his stand on its recent crisis with the UN over arms
inspections.
-- Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi says Iran and Iraq have agreed to exchange all remaining
prisoners of war captured during their 1980-88 war, and that the two countries had reached a deal
allowing Iranian pilgrims to visit Shi'ite holy sites in Iraq.

98-4-6:  UN envoy Prakash Shah, the top UN official in Iraqi, says successful completion of the first round of
weapons inspections of Iraqi presidential sites has opened a “new chapter in the relations between the
UN and Iraq...There was a great deal of a credibility gap in terms of Iraq and the UN before, that's why
it ended up in a situation that might have led to use of force. The memorandum of understanding was
able to avoid use of military force...The visits...have gone on well, there has been a remarkable degree
of understanding, cooperation and flexibility shown...If Mr. Butler feels that UNSCOM's work will be
finished within one year, I think it is something that all of us must pay a lot of attention to. This is a
decision that will have to be taken on the basis of this initial visit, and I think you would need to wait
for the report of this initial visit to be presented to the Secretary-General and then to the Security
Council both by UNSCOM as well as the commissioner that has been appointed Mr. (Jayanatha)
Dhanapala as the head of the diplomats' group...What (visits) they will be, when they will be and where
they will be, or how many, will be a decision that will depend upon the report of the initial visit."
-- Russian Foreign Ministry praises Iraq for cooperating with UN weapons experts during inspections of
eight presidential sites and issued a veiled criticism of the US over the crisis. “The results of the
inspections offer further, clear confirmation of the correctness of the policy of using diplomacy to settle
the recent dangerous crisis over Iraq which made the whole world tense for several weeks...There is a
pertinent question -- was it necessary to heat up the situation so much? It is obvious the policy of
constructive cooperation with Iraqi has had the necessary effect, above all as far as the task of
eliminating weapons of mass destruction in Iraq is concerned.” Foreign Ministry statement says the
cooperation over the eight presidential sites set an example which should help speed up the process of
completing weapons inspections. The next step should then be to consider lifting the UN oil embargo on
Iraq.

98-4-7: Iraq and Iran finish repatriating more than 5,500 prisoners of war, including an Iranian pilot shot down
over Iraq at the outset of the eight-year war in September 1980. The International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) reports it is the biggest repatriation since 1990; and most of the freed prisoners had been
in captivity for over 15 years. “Between 2 and 7 April 1998, 5,584 Iraqi prisoners of war held in Iran
and three Iranian prisoners of war, as well as 316 other Iranians held in Iraq were repatriated under the
auspices of the International Committee of the Red Cross.”
-- Iraqis claim suffering as the Moslem world celebrated Eid al-Adha feast. UN officials in Iraqi say the
country has been hit hard by the sanctions imposed after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, and the harshest
hit have been children. Prakash Shah, the top UN official in Iraqi who took up his post two weeks ago,
states, “There are a lot of figures available. More than a million children suffer from malnutrition and
the hospitals are totally devoid of equipment and medicines that are necessary to deal with chronic
diseases...Chronic diseases are spreading and there are new diseases that have been witnessed by the
authorities here including WHO (World Health Organization). Education is another area that has
suffered extremely badly.”
-- Chinese mission arrives in Iraqi carrying humanitarian assistance.
-- UN awards Sri Lanka $32.82 million in compensation for losses incurred during Iraq's occupation of
Kuwait.

98-4-7: Iraqi " Parliament Speaker Saadoun Hammadi Iraq will strictly adhere to a deal signed with the UN to
allow arms inspectors full access to Iraq's presidential sites. Hammadi, addressing an
Interparliamentary Union conference in Namibia, also says shortages of foods and medicine as a result
of the sanctions have caused more than one million deaths, and that. Iraq should be allowed to sell oil
freely now under the terms of Paragraph 22 of the Security Council Resolution 687 as a stepping stone
to lifting the sanctions.
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98-4-8: Butler’s biannual report on Iraq's prohibited weapons programs, due on April 11, is delayed by about a
week to include details of the recent inspection by UN teams of so-called Iraqi presidential sites and
information about recent technical evaluation meetings in Vienna at which UN, Iraqi and other experts
discussed Iraq's biological warfare program.

98-4-9: UN report says Iraq is still failing to provide a full account of its biological warfare program and may
still be trying to deceive UN weapons. Iraqi's latest so-called “full, final and complete disclosure”
(FFCD) of its germ war program -- the fifth to be submitted since 1992 -- is “judged to be incomplete
and inadequate.” The report reflects the results of a technical evaluation meeting (TEM) held in Vienna
from March 20 to 27 at which experts from 15 countries and three members of the UN Special
Commission (UNSCOM) in charge of disarming Iraq discussed with Iraqi officials all aspects of its
latest biological warfare accounting, submitted last September. “No additional confidence in the
veracity and expanse of the FFCD was derived from the TEM...Iraq did not provide any new technical
information of substance to support its FFCD.” the UN document dismissed Iraqi's description of its
production ability for deadly biological agent Aflatoxin, calling the account “implausible." The report
indicates that UN experts have “low confidence” in Iraqi's accounting for toxic materials such as
Botulinum. While Iraq claims to have destroyed all documents related to its biological weapons
program, as well as missile warheads capable of carrying the deadly agents, UN experts conclude Iraqi's
claims of destroying missiles that can carry biological weapons “cannot be reconciled with physical
evidence.” The report noted that Iraq had acknowledged concealing its biological warfare program until
1995 but had denied that any deception occurred. “Iraq, however, has presented falsified or altered
papers, accounts and material to conceal its offensive BW....Since February 1996, Iraq has not provided
further documentation or plausible explanations for many aspects of its BW program. It is not certain
whether deception with regard to some elements of the BW program continues.” The report uses words
and phrases such as “very disturbing," “unacceptable," “not believable" and “absurd." “The attitude of
Iraq as evinced by the TEM toward the discussion was disappointing and shows no change since 1995.”
The report is particularly critical of Iraq's attitude going into the Vienna Technical Evaluation meeting,
noting that Iraqi didn't send qualified experts. “They did not grasp the opportunity offered. The attitude
of Iraq ... toward the discussions was disappointing”. The report’s only positive finding is that
“Iraq...recognized the need to improve its FFCD and promised to do so...If this BW TEM (biological
warfare technical evaluation meeting) results in a significant improvement of Iraq's declaration, the
FFCD, then this is a positive outcome."
-- Experts from the International Atomic Energy Agency report Iraq has met its obligation to the UN to
provide information about its secretive nuclear program. In the past six months, IAEA  experts found
no new evidence of nuclear weapons during 211 inspections, according to a new semi-annual report on
Iraq's nuclear capabilities. Before that, the report noted, Iraqi had tried to obtain material for nuclear
weapons from a foreigner and failed to turn over documents to support its claim that it had abandoned
its hidden nuclear program.

98-4-10: Iraq attacks Britain for an effort to organize a conference aimed at speeding up implementation of a UN
plan to allow sanctions-hit Iraq to sell more oil for food. Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-
Sahaf urges a boycott of the conference, which British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook says will discuss
how to implement effectively an increase in the amount of oil Iraq can sell to $5.2 billion every six
months from the current $2 billion. “Iraq considers the British endeavor to convene this conference a
devious attempt both in its formulation and its goals because Britain is not neutral ...Iraq denounces this
suspect British endeavor which seems to aim to set the stage to provide the cover to make the (UN)
embargo binding and tied to conditions contradicting the legal meaning of the Security Council
resolutions...British officials have in February and March issued anti-Iraq statements and have taken
part actively in fabricating lies and mobilized their naval forces in the Arabian Gulf to set the stage for
the launch of a new American-British assault against Iraq.... This conference is nothing but a mistaken
attempt to create a new crisis...Iraq's interest lies first of all in lifting the tyrannous embargo imposed
eight years ago, which makes Britain not suitable to talk objectively of any contribution to the benefit of
Iraq and the Iraqi people.”

-- Iraq claims infant mortality rate has risen nearly 15-fold from 450 to 6,500 a month since the
embargo began in 1990  despite an improvement in the flow of humanitarian aid since the start of 1998,
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much is still needed. The number of UN-approved missions carrying humanitarian aid consisting of
medicines, medical supplies, food and other relief material has increased since January. The latest
mission was a seven-member delegation from the US-based Church World Service (CWS) that
delivered on Thursday part of $100,000 worth of medicines and humanitarian supplies to Ibn al-Balady
-- antibiotics, analgesics and blankets. Reverend Dr. Rodney Page, Executive Director of CWS, the
relief agency of the National Council of Churches representing 53 million American Christians, says
“We have been profoundly shocked by the level of suffering of the Iraqi people…Malnutrition is
widespread and there is a shortage of even the most common medicines. As a result, thousands of Iraqi
children are dying needlessly because of easily treatable diseases...The needs in Iraq, shattered by the
war and crippled by the sanctions, are still enormous. The medicine we have brought is a start; but
much more needs to be done to end the suffering of the Iraqi people.” A recent UNICEF survey
estimated affects 24.7 percent of Iraqi children under the age of five.
-- Iraqi Parliament Speaker Saadoun Hammadi, heading Iraq's delegation to an Interparliamentary
Union conference in Namibia, dismisses as lies Kuwaiti charges that Iraq is still holding Kuwaiti
prisoners, and accuses Kuwait of trying to keep  UN sanctions clamped on Iraqi. “Kuwait, by
capitalizing on this case and turning it from an issue of missing people to an issue of captives, wants to
lengthen the duration of the tyrannical embargo imposed against Iraq.” Kuwait says Iraq is still holding
some 600 people, most of them Kuwaitis detained during the Iraqi occupation. Hammadi says Iraq had
released all its captives after the March 1991 cease-fire, and a technical committee had been formed to
search for the alleged detainees, comprising representatives of the International Committee of the Red
Cross, Iraq, Kuwait, the US, Saudi Arabia, Britain and France. “The Speaker announced Iraq's
willingness to receive a neutral committee from any party to investigate as it sees fit and for a duration
that it proposes about the Kuwaiti detainees.” He says Iraq had already agreed to eight initiatives from
several parties to form investigative teams but Kuwait had rejected them all. “Kuwait has also rejected
an Iraqi proposal on 18 February 1997 to allow the International Committee of the Red Cross to visit
the Iraqi detention centers for this purpose.”

98-4-11: Iraq’s parliament rejects invitation to attend a London conference to work out ways to speed up delivery
of humanitarian goods under the UN oil-for-food program. Britain had called a meeting of aid
organizations and others for April 20-21. Iraqi lawmaker Bahir Jamil says, “The conference is an
attempt to dominate (Iraq), including its northern region so it will naturally worsen the plight of people
instead of easing it. The British and US governments have contributed to the deaths of many Iraqi
citizens so we cannot depend on them now to help our people.
--Iraqi Information Minister Humam Abdel-Khaliq says there is no need to discuss the oil-for-food
program because it was proceeding smoothly with up to 150 UN observers monitoring the distribution
of humanitarian supplies throughout the country.
-- Max van der Stoel says  in his report to the annual session of the UN Human Rights Commission in
Geneva that, “It is highly probable that more than 1,500 summary, arbitrary or extrajudicial executions
have been carried out throughout the year.” Some of those reportedly shot, hanged or electrocuted had
been sentenced to death for plotting against Iraq's government or its officials. A disproportionate
number of Iraq's minority Shiites and Kurds were among those killed. Information from several sources,
including lists of names, indicates that hundreds of prisoners have been executed at Abu Ghraib and
Radwaniyah prisons since last August. The report does not provide the names. The executions
apparently increased after President Saddam Hussein's younger son Qusai visited Abu Ghraib in
November. Qusai is in charge of Iraq's security apparatus.

98-4-12: Al-Thawra daily, organ of the ruling Baath party, says Iraqi expects UN chief Kofi Annan to issue a
positive report soon on the first round of weapons inspections of Iraq's so-called presidential sites. “The
most important result of these visits is that the team did not find in the presidential sites none of what
the American and British governments claimed was ...This was decisive proof of Iraq's credibility and
the lying of these two governments which wanted from all their claims to create a pretext to undertake a
new military aggression against this struggling country.”
-- Iraq prepares for Saddam Hussein's birthday party. Saddam will be 61 on April 28. Celebrations are
planned throughout Iraq, with the largest in Tikrit. Last year, when Saddam turned 60, more than 20
gold-plated statues depicting different stages of Saddam's life were unveiled in Iraqi and other main
cities. Sixty yachts imported from Turkey took part in a procession in the Tigris River, which runs
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through Iraqi. Presents included gold-plated weapons, silver swords and carpets in which Saddam's
portrait was stitched.

98-4-13: Iraqis accuse the US of genocide against their children, and bury 29 infants they says  died from
shortages of medicine caused by UN sanctions. The funeral procession is joined by members of an
Egyptian delegation of doctors and pharmacists who arrived on Friday bringing medicines and other
medical supplies. Sultan al-Shawi, head of the Iraqi Child Support Society, heads the funeral procession
and says, “We are facing a genocide against our people, especially against our children...We participate
in this funeral to show all over the world the cruelty of the US against the people of Iraq because the US
administration (is) prolonging the embargo against Iraq, although Iraq obliged with all Security
Council resolutions. Iraqi officials say the infant mortality rate has risen sharply to 6,500 a month this
year from 450 before the stringent economic sanctions were imposed on Iraq after its 1990 invasion of
Kuwait. Parliament Speaker Saadoun Hammadi says that 1.5 million Iraqis had died from shortages of
food and medicine since 1990. He put the average monthly infant mortality rate at 7,500.
-- The PIR-Center for Policy Studies, a Russian think-tank, charges a Russian firm sold 800 hi-tech
missile gyroscopes to Iraq in 1995. The smuggled gyroscopes first came to light after UN weapons
inspectors received a tip and fished 10 of the gyroscopes out of the Tigris River near the Iraqi capital
Iraqi in 1995. The Russian government investigated the sales but closed the case and has never
prosecuted anyone at the military plant that allegedly sold the sophisticated devices to a Palestinian
.The PIR says the Russian Criminal Code doesn't work because ... Russian lawmakers and the
government failed to notice its serious flaws," Orlov told a news conference.
-- A section of Russian criminal law dealing with export controls bars only the sale of weapons of mass
destruction. It does not specifically prohibit the transfer, however, of key missile components, such as
the gyroscopes, which are used to guide missiles to their targets. A shipment of gyroscopes was
intercepted by Jordanian authorities in the fall of 1995. But previous reports put the number at 115,
while the think tank says  the actual number exceeded 800. The gyroscopes came from the Research and
Testing Institute of Chemical and Building Machines, a defense plant in Sergiyev Posad, a town near
Moscow. The plant is involved in the dismantling long-range strategic missiles, the center says . The
gyroscopes were part of the guidance systems for the RSM-50 submarine-launched intercontinental
ballistic missiles with a range of 5,000 miles. The missiles were dismantled under the START-1 arms
reduction treaty between the US and Russia. Gharbiyeh initially procured a batch of 10 samples, which
were ultimately found in the Tigris River. He then received the main shipment of 800 gyroscopes,
dubbed “micromotors" in official documents that passed through Russian customs at Moscow's
Sheremetyevo airport and on to Jordan.. Hussein Kamel al-Majid, the son-in-law of Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein and the head of Iraq's weapons program, allegedly ordered the gyroscopes, but
defected to neighboring Jordan in the summer of 1995. Gharbiyeh went to Iraqi in a bid to complete the
deal, but was arrested and charged with “working for an enemy state" because of his connection to al-
Majid, who was branded a traitor by Iraq. Al-Majid was killed shortly after he returned to Iraq in 1996
and Gharbiyeh has remained jailed in Iraq ever since.
-- Turkish troops capture a Kurdish guerrilla leader in a raid in northern Iraq so secret that even Prime
Minister Mesut Yilmaz was kept in the dark until it was over. Security sources say  an army special
forces team grabbed Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) former field commander Semdin Sakik outside a
house in the northern Iraqi city of Dohuk. Sakik, known as “Fingerless Zeki" after losing a thumb in
combat, was the guerrillas' most feared commander. He surrendered last month to Iraq's Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) militia, which is allied to Turkey, after PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan had
threatened him with death in a dispute over tactics. Civilian and army officials say the PKK is falling
apart under military assault after 13 years of conflict in which more than 27,000 people have been
killed. Sakik has been blamed for a string of attacks on troops, police and civilian authorities, including
a murder of 33 soldiers on a remote road in eastern Turkey in 1993 that broke a rebel cease-fire against
the PKK leader Ocalan's orders. Army sources say Massoud Barzani, head of Iraq's KDP, had refused
Turkish requests to hand over Sakik. “We made some demands to Barzani but he did not accept so we
staged this operation....Nobody was injured in the seizure.” The KDP has allied itself with Turkey since
late last year in its struggle with another rival Iraqi Kurdish militia for the control of northern Iraq.
-- The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) says Iraq has complied with all requirements to
declare and destroy its nuclear weapons capability. “The IAEA's ongoing monitoring and verification
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activities carried out since October 1997 have not revealed indications of the existence in Iraq of
prohibited equipment, material or of the conduct of prohibited activities...Iraq has satisfactorily
completed its undertaking to produce a consolidated version of its 'Full, Final and Complete
Declaration' of its clandestine nuclear program.” The agency says Iraq had produced a document
summarizing its secret nuclear program. “The summary is regarded by the IAEA to be consistent with
the technically coherent picture of Iraq's clandestine nuclear program." However the IAEA says it will
continue to monitor and test air samples, particularly focusing on isotopes used for medical purposes.

98-4-14: British Labor member of parliament George Galloway, visiting Iraq, attacks his party's government,
saying it was blindly following US policy in the Middle East. “In the last three weeks, I have been in
three Arab countries, in Syria, Jordan and in Iraq, where everyone from the street level to the higher
government level has told me that Britain's name is mud in the Arab World...This was due to Britain's
extreme identification, more royalists than the king, with US policy in the area.” Galloway has
campaigned for the lifting of strict U.N sanctions imposed on Iraq.

98-4-15: UN arms experts state that no weapons were found by diplomats and UN inspectors during their initial
survey of the 1,058 buildings inside the so-called presidential compounds, from March 26 to April 3,
but also says, “ It was clearly apparent that all sites had undergone extensive...Iraq's explanation for this
was that such measures were taken in anticipation of a military strike...This makes follow-on missions
more important.” They warn that Iraqi may try to restrict return visits to President Saddam Hussein's
palaces. This warning is contained in a report sent to Secretary-General which is not yet not released or
sent to the Security Council.
-- Sources familiar with the report also say it concludes Iraq has allowed full access to the presidential
compounds, in keeping with the Annan agreement. At the same time, that report raises the possibility of
future problems for inspectors in gaining access to the sites. An annex written by Charles Duelfer
quotes Iraqi officials as saying such surveys were not part of an open-ended process that could go on
forever, “They (Oil Minister Amir Muhammed Rasheed) are saying the inspections in the compounds
are valid for a limited but undefined period.”  Iraq made it clear that “the fundamental issue of
continuing access is by no means solved and has only been postponed to the future." Duelfer's
comments appear in an annex to a Security Council report written by Jayantha Dhanapala, the UN
undersecretary-general for disarmament, who organized the team that included diplomats for the first
time.
-- Annan, when questioned by reporters, says, `”the agreement we signed does allow entry and re-entry
...I don't know if General Rasheed can overrule President Saddam Hussein and (deputy prime minister)
Tariq Aziz. That agreement was signed by Tariq Aziz and discussed with the president. So if there is
any change in the agreement I expect it to come from higher levels.
-- Duelfer, an American who is the deputy chairman of the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM), says,
“At times it seemed that Iraq was raising spurious issues with the diplomats to put the commission's
experts on the defensive...It is important to recognize that such problems are likely to re-emerge in the
future, especially when true no-notice inspections are conducted."

98-4-16: Secretary-General Annan s proposes that Iraq be allowed to import $300 million in equipment to
upgrade its dilapidated oil. Annan says that even if emergency repairs were carried out Iraqi could
export only $3 billion worth of oil over any six months in 1998, far less than the $5.256 billion
authorized by the Security Council under the “oil-for-food" program. Annan recommends the Security
Council lower its Iraqi oil export allowance to $4 billion, beginning in June and ending in December,
and review the sum again later in the year, depending on the arrival of the needed equipment.
-- Annan bases his report on a survey by the Dutch firm Saybolt which monitors Iraq's oil industry for
the UN which indicates that Iraqi's petroleum facilities, infrastructure and transport were in a
“lamentable state.” Saybolt doubts Iraq's estimate or “production profile" of 3 million barrels per day
could be met any time this year and probably n next year. “Should the current average price of $10.50
per barrel for Iraqi crude remain unchanged, based on the existing export capacity of 1.6 million barrels
per day, revenues only in the amount of $3 billion could be achieved during a 180-day period, starting
in June 1998, provided the spare parts required are ordered immediately,”.  In the next six month
period, beginning in December 1998, Iraq could export 1.7 million barrels a day, generating $3.9
billion but based on a price of $12.50 per barrel.
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-- The survey agrees with Iraq's oil ministry that Iraqi needs $300 million for spare parts. But says this
sum reflects “only the most essential and urgent needs of the Iraqi oil industry... The oil processing and
treatment facilities, refineries and storage terminals in the country have been severely damaged and
continue to deteriorate. This deterioration, particularly in the oil fields, will accelerate until significant
action is taken to contain and relieve the problems. Without rapid and adequate investment in spare
parts, and repairs ... plus the development of a number of smaller fields, the gap between the existing
decline curve and the projected increment in crude oil production will grow wider for each month that
financing is delayed.”
-- Iraq is currently exporting crude at a rate of about 1.57 million barrels per day (bpd), which would
generate just under $3 billion in revenues over 180 days at current prices. To reach $5.256 billion, Iraq
would have to increase exports to about 2.8 million bpd at current prices, a level it has not reached since
before its war with Iran in 1980.
-- Iraq demands that the Security Council lift economic sanctions when it meets this month to review
the status of Iraqi's weapons program, but UN officials say  there was little chance the Council will do
so when it meets, possibly the week of April 27. In Iraqi, the ruling Revolution Command Council
declares that “the time has come for the discussion of the embargo at the end of April" to consider
lifting the sanctions “immediately and with no delay."
-- A statement by the ruling Ba'ath Party leadership and the Revolutionary Command Council after a
joint meeting headed by President Saddam Hussein says, “The time has come that the discussion of the
embargo issue at the end of April lead to...lifting the embargo completely and comprehensively... if
relations between Iraq and the Security Council are to become balanced and continue on the right
basis." The Iraqi statement, carried by the official Iraqi news agency INA, criticizes “evil doers" that
accuses Iraq of hiding weapons and says they have responsibility for the “sin of the deaths of our people
killed by the embargo and the (previous) military operations...Only they, if they oppose the lifting of the
sanctions, will bear in addition to the burden of previous crises, the burden of new crisis and what harm
may hit our people”.
-- Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh says Iraq has lost more than $120 billion in trade
since the imposition of the economic sanctions.

98-4-17: Butler sends a 36 page UNSCOM report to the UN Security Council. It says that UN weapons
inspectors made “virtually no progress" over the past six months in verifying that Iraq has destroyed
any remaining weapons of mass destruction, a key condition for lifting sanctions. The report states a
series of crises when Iraq repeatedly disrupted the work of the inspectors made it impossible for his
experts to do their work. “If this is what Iraq intended by the crisis, then, in large measure, it could be
said to have been ....A major consequence of the four-month crisis authored by Iraq has been that, in
contrast with the prior reporting period, virtually no progress in verifying disarmament has been able to
be reported... Iraq's heightened policy of disarmament by declaration, no matter how vigorously pursued
or stridently voiced, cannot remove the need for verification as the key means through which the
credibility of its claim can be established.” The report says that Iraq has focused on process and
procedures rather than on “issues related to the destruction, removal or rendering harmless of Iraq's
prohibited weapons systems, ”  and that suggestions by Iraq and other countries for technical evaluation
meetings, known as TEMs, on specific weapons programs were time-consuming and slowed down the
commission's work in the field. “The question of the possible substitution of TEMs for more concrete
work in the field, whether by accident or design, is a matter of concern to the commission.” The work of
these groups of outside experts have “proven to be political in character rather than technical” even
when they backed UNSCOM's positions on missing data from Iraq. The report notes Iraq maintained
that it had disclosed or destroyed all its warheads that could carry chemical or biological agents. If any
remained, the material in them had degraded. But also says that a recent UNSCOM visit to Iraqi found
that four intact 155 mm shells filled with mustard gas were still of the highest quality  “despite seven
years of exposure to extreme climatic conditions.” The report says Iraq is still far from fully accounting
for its biological warfare program, when it began, and “whether or when it was terminated.” It reveals
that UNSCOM discovered a 1994 document  in March 1998 that indicated Iraq had a program for the
manufacture of nozzles for spray dryers that could be used to help make biological weapons. Iraq has
not yet told the commission why it wanted to use the equipment. “Weapons research into other systems
... is inadequately described (by the Iraqis)...This lack of candor raises the possibility of research or
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development of undisclosed systems.” Consequently, UNSCOM is no closer to certifying that Iraq is in
compliance than at the time of the last major report in October, 1997.
-- Butler gives an interview and says, “They have had an opportunity in the past month since (UN
Secretary-General Kofi) Annan's visit to offer a full and complete declaration of past bio-weapons
programs and where they stand now...We gave them the opportunity and they blew it.” He states his
report raises the same concerns raised in a similar report presented six months ago. “The last time we
released a report like this, it triggered the crisis in the Gulf,” and that. the information provided by Iraq
is “completely unsatisfactory.”
-- Security Council considers a previous recommendation from Secretary-General Kofi Annan that Iraq
be allowed to spend $300 million on repairs to upgrade its dilapidated oil industry.
--The Iraqi News Agency carries says  a statement from the Revolutionary Command Council warnings,
“The time has come for the lifting of the embargo completely and comprehensively" when the Security
Council reviews the sanctions on April 27.” The Iraqi  statement warns of a new crisis if the sanctions
continue.

98-4-18: Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf says Iraq has met the requirements of UN resolutions
and has the right to an end to sanctions. He tells reporters after meeting Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr
Moussa that Iraq “`has stuck to Security Council decisions and has implemented all their essential
requirements.... It is Iraq's right to ask for an end to the sanctions...According to Iraq's point of view,
the weapons inspection committee has been completed and the time has come for the sanctions to be
lifted.” After meeting Arab League Secretary-General Esmat Abdel-Meguid, he says of the latest
UNSCOM report, “It's a monotonous repetition of the past...(it)is very easy to answer. It has unfounded
deductions. ...I consider his (Butler's) words unfounded...Answering it (the report) will be easy. I will
give the Security Council all the facts. I find no escalation (of the situation) but there is lying to the
Security Council and we should clear it up...The accusations proved to be false...So now we are in a new
stage, and the task ahead is speedy lifting of the sanctions on the people of Iraq.”
-- Jumhouriya, an Iraq government newspaper, calls for a time limit on future inspections of
presidential sites and accuses the US of seeking a “new crisis" between Iraq and UNSCOM. weapons
inspectors. “It has to be stressed that visits to presidential sites is not an open process without a time
ceiling...The repetition of these visits without any limitation is something illogical and unacceptable... It
will be considered as a provocative act which aims at prolonging sanctions.”
-- US Defense Secretary William Cohen visits US unit in turkey policing a ‘no-fly’ zone over northern
Iraq and say the world must keep up its pressure Iraq over proliferation.
-- Culture and Information Minister Humman Abdel-Khaliq says more than 120,000 troops paraded in
Iraqi. Similar parades were held across the country as a prelude to massive celebrations for the Iraqi
leader's birthday April 28. The paramilitary troops, who were organized during the standoff, march
through Iraqi armed with AK-47 rifles and wearing brand new uniforms with white gloves. The march
celebrates the upcoming 61st birthday of President Saddam Hussein, who stood on the sidelines. Similar
parades were held across the country.

98-4-19: Arab League attacks British plan to hold an international conference to speed up implementation of oil
for food deal. The Iraqi news agency quotes Deputy Secretary-General Ahmed Benhillias saying such a
meeting should be held only under the auspices of the UN, and that. Benhilli “questioned the real
motives behind holding this conference in London, outside the context and mechanism of the UN in the
absence of the essentially concerned party, Iraq.”
-- Nils Carlstrom, a Swedish major general who heads the Iraqi Monitoring and Verification Center
says UN experts have not accounted for all the warheads filled with biological agents that Iraq says it
destroyed and buried in 1991,and that inspectors will return with safety gear to resume the search for
the warheads. He reports a month's work in search of the warheads, involving sophisticated metal
detectors, ended March 12. He refuses to say how many warheads have not been accounted for at a site
outside Iraqi, but warns that verifying the Iraqi claim that all warheads were destroyed will take a
“much longer time than previously thought.” Iraqi officials have previously said that 77 warheads were
filled with biological agents and that the UN has accounted for 70 of them.

98-4-20: Deputy Oil Minister Taha Hamoud praises an OPEC deal last month to cut global crude oil output for
the first time in a decade but says, “We consider this deal a bare minimum deal because the cuts should
have been bigger...We hope that everyone will stick to what has been agreed upon....We blessed all the
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efforts which aim at the interest of OPEC nations. As for us we can now benefit from the rise in prices
because our production capacity at present is limited due to the long years of the (UN) sanctions and the
(1991 Gulf War) assaults against our oil ....We think it would have been better if a bigger reduction
took place to increase the (oil) price. We have contacted the OPEC oil ministers and informed them of
our position that we support all the efforts to boost the standing of OPEC but unfortunately we ourselves
cannot do any thing about it."

98-4-21: EU meeting on oil for food in London is told that Saddam Hussein is the biggest block to a smooth flow
of humanitarian aid to the Iraqi people. The meeting brings together EU and UN representatives and,
for the first time, aid agencies working in Iraq. Iraq has attacked the food program as a conscience-
salve for the West, and boycotts the two-day conference, along with most Arab nations and Russia.
Britain, the current president of the 15-nation union, is adamant that sanctions should remain in place.
Clare Short, Britain's International Development Secretary , says “If Saddam Hussein would stop
producing weapons of mass destruction, sanctions would be lifted.” She also says, however, “We have
to do better at identifying objectives (for) humanitarian assistance and then make the whole program
flow...One of the most important things to realize is the problem is not just food and medicine. The
problems with electricity systems mean hospitals can't operate and water and sanitation (systems) are
breaking down." Foreign Office Minister Derek Fatchett says, ”Sadly, for too long, Iraq has refused to
cooperate fully. Indeed, the government has too often been obstructive. This must change if the
organizations represented at this conference are going to be successful in ... helping the people of Iraq.”
EU Humanitarian Affairs Commissioner Emma Bonino says it is time to review sanctions and they had
left Iraq facing “unbearable hardships." She complains aid bought under the oil-for-food deal was
taking too long to reach the people who most needed it. While political circumstances in Iraq had
caused some of the problems. ”it would be unfair not to bear in mind that the international community
has also played a part in the disarray of Iraqi society.”
-- INA says, “This conference is an interference in Iraq's internal affairs and a clear attempt to lengthen
the duration of the tyrannical embargo imposed against Iraq although its has lost all its legal
justifications.
-- Deputy Oil Minister Taha Hmoud says Iraq expects to boost output to more than 2.6 million barrels
per day (bpd) after completing the repairs, which he expected to take about six months from when the
proposal is ratified. “In our estimate, now the Security Council is to issue a resolution backing this
request...In this case we will be able to quickly get our needs and can within six months from the date of
ratification increase production tangibly to a total of production of 2,650,000 barrels per day and this
will allow us to export about two million barrels per day.”
-- Iraqi newspaper Nabdh al-Shabab (Pulse of Youth), owned by Uday Hussein, says the Russian
ambassador in Iraq traveled last week to northern Iraq, outside the control of Iraqi since the 1991 Gulf
War, and met separately with Massoud Barzani, head of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), and
Jalal Talabani, head of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). “The Russian ambassador was carrying
an initiative to reconciliate between the two warring Kurdish factions and to reopen diplomatic contacts
with the central government in Iraqi.”
-- The US accuses Iraq of failing to cooperate with the UN. State Department spokesman James Rubin
says the time is “far away" when sanctions on Iraq could be lifted. He says the new UNSCOM report
makes, “the case that Iraq has not complied with UN Security Council resolutions in any area of
substance... it presents clear and disturbing evidence that Iraq has failed to cooperate in coming forward
with the information needed to allow the UN to conclude Iraq has indeed destroyed the weapons it says
it has destroyed. Rubin says that while Iraq may have complied with its promise to let UN inspectors
examine Iraqi's presidential palaces, the Iraqis “continue to lie and hide the truth regarding the
existence of long-range ballistic missiles, VX and Sarin chemical weapons and anthrax and other
biological weapons.”

98-4-21: France says it agrees broadly with the latest UNSCOM report on Iraq's weapons of mass destruction,
and Iraq must give inspectors more information on chemical and biological weapons.
-- Iraqi UN envoy Nizar Hamdoon sends a letter to Secretary-General Annan complaining that the
deputy executive chairman of UNSCOM, Charles Duelfer made statements that violated his conditions
of employment. The complaint is over an interview published on April 15 in the New York Times.
Hamdoon says this violated an undertaking by UNSCOM employees not to make statements or give
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interviews, unless specifically authorized to do so, and represented “contempt for the Security Council
on Mr. Duelfer's part and an action ultra vires, inasmuch as information was published in the press of
which the Security Council had not been informed.”
--  Babel, owned by President Saddam Hussein's eldest son Uday, prints a front-page editorial claiming
the US had sent its defense secretary to the Middle East to prepare for a military strike against Iraq.
“William Cohen's tour in the Arab homeland aims at consulting with American allies to identify what
should be done against Iraq...This means that guard dogs start barking again to prepare the ground for
an aggression that was impossible to commit because of world condemnation.”

98-4-22: Health Minister Umeed Mubarak says Iraq needs at least $2 billion to re-equip its hospitals after more
than seven years of economic sanctions. He claims severe shortages of medicines and medical
equipment have caused the infant mortality rate to soar. He say President Saddam Hussein has ordered a
major national campaign to tackle the crisis. “According to UN agencies, at least $2 billion are needed
to rehabilitate government health institutions, which include 30,000 hospital beds and 1,200 medical
centers and laboratories...There are several contagious diseases that have reappeared, which raised the
average of deaths due to the oppressive embargo to more than one and a half million Iraqis (since the
embargo began in 1990)...The rate of infant deaths has reached 92.7 per 1,000 live births and 117
mother deaths for every 100,000 births.” He accuses American and British delegates on the sanctions
committee of regularly delaying the arrival of medical supplies under the oil-for-food deal. Mubarak
cites figures he says are supplied by Secretary-General Annan, showing Iraq had only received 20
percent of the medicines and medical supplies it needed during the first 18 months of the oil-for-food
deal, that Iraqi doctors were not receiving medical books, periodicals and magazines, accusing Britain's
Royal Mail of refusing to send such material to Iraq, and that humanitarian aid supplies that have
reached Iraq from Arab and foreign countries amounted to a mere 8-10 percent of its actual needs. He
claims most of the aid has come from Arab countries angered by sanctions, some from impoverished
nations like Sudan, Yemen and Djibouti. “They did not contain any life-saving medicines and were not
very useful but nevertheless we thank them with great pride for this aid.”
-- An Iraqi foreign ministry spokesman says Iraq set free all Kuwaiti prisoners immediately after the
1991 Gulf War and accuses Kuwait of using the issue of Kuwaitis missing in action for political
purposes. :Iraq freed more than 6,000 Kuwaiti prisoners and others after the (Gulf War) cease-fire in
1991. He urges the Kuwaiti authorities “not to use the issue of the missing to achieve political goals.”
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz urges Kuwait to cooperate with Iraq over the issue of Kuwaitis
and Iraqis missing in action during the conflict. “We have handed over more than 6,000 Kuwaiti
captives, including members of the royal Sabah family...If we wanted to capitalize on this we would
have kept the members of the ruling family...What does Iraq gain from keeping 620 or 615 Kuwaitis
captive?...These are people who went missing in action. Yes, the Kuwaitis have the right to care about
them because they are their sons and because they have not received their bodies or because they were
not captives that were exchanged.  But turning this into a political issue and linking that to the (UN)
embargo on Iraq, this is where the deviousness lies...They (Kuwaitis) should come and work with us so
we can compare our notes and theirs and put them together for a humanitarian aim not a political
aim...Turning this into a political issue is not in Kuwait's interest...Kuwait is also hurting from keeping
the embargo (against Iraq),” adding that trade between the two neighbors amounted to hundreds of
millions of dollars before 1990.

98-4-22: Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, addresses a conference in Iraq of Arab Labor Unions. He
accuses Butler of being a US “agent" because of his latest report and urges Arab states to collectively
force an end to the UN trade embargo imposed on Iraq after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. “Now after
seven years of hard work with the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM), after thousands of inspections
and hundreds of weapons destruction operations...America's agent (Richard) Butler comes and says that
Iraq is not cooperating and no horizon is seen for lifting the embargo...Why does Butler say this? It is
not because he is an international weapons expert but because he is executing his masters' orders in
Washington because Washington does not want to lift the embargo imposed on Iraq...The Special
Commission has been working for seven years without its appetite diminishing and it is not satisfied. It
says Iraq must dismantle the long-range missiles. Pertaining to the missiles we have destroyed the
engines and the launchers, and they still come and say the missile file is incomplete?...If the Security
Council is a just institution...the embargo would have been lifted at the end of 1991 and the start of
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1992. But they did not take any steps to lessen the embargo, on the contrary they added new tyrannical
resolutions to strengthen the embargo...So long as the Security Council is controlled by America and so
long as the Special Commission is formed by America...then the possibility that the embargo is lifted
from Iraq and also Libya and others is weak....The embargo, if it is rejected by the Arabs and Moslems
will not remain an embargo; even if they wanted in Europe and America to continue the embargo then
we don't care...At the official level the Arab states should meet and tell the Security Council: 'Enough is
enough. Lift the sanctions against Iraq. Why do you implement resolutions against Iraq that you don't
implement elsewhere'? If this happens then the embargo will not remain.”
-- Iraqi News Agency reports a gunman shot and killed a top clergyman -- Ayatollah Murtadha Ali
Mohammed Ibrahim Borujerdi, 70 -- as he returned home with two other people after performing night
prayers at the mosque. Two people with Borujerdi are wounded and transferred to a hospital, the agency
reported. They were not identified A leading Iraqi opposition group then accuses the Iraqi government
of assassinating him for refusing to support government policies in his sermons at the Imam Ali mosque
in Najaf, 112 miles south of Iraqi.

98-4-23: International Institute for Strategic Studies says in its annual “Strategic Survey" that the West will soon
have to find a way of continuing inspections of suspected chemical and biological weapons sites without
the pressure of sanctions. “No one imagined that both sanctions and inspections would last seven years.
“In the short-term, with the agreement brought back from Iraqi by Kofi Annan, inspections will be
allowed so long as they do not threaten to uncover what Saddam wishes to hide. In the mid-term, one of
the other will probably have to go. Although it will be difficult to find a way to insist on intrusive
inspections without the cudgel of sanctions, it will be necessary to do so...the denouement of the
1997/1998 crisis over inspections bodes ill for the inspection efforts...(it) ...opens up the possibility that
UNSCOM's authority will be progressively diminished and with it the effectiveness of the inspection
regime will be lost... Unless there are members on the Security Council, like the US and the UK,
prepared to react strongly to the inevitable Iraqi obstructions and to take action to see them removed,
the Annan-Iraq agreement could cast a long shadow over the effectiveness of UNSCOM and the
inspection regime." The outcome of the crisis had handed much of initiative to Saddam, who could
restrict UNSCOM again if he felt progress towards lifting sanctions was too slow or if the inspectors
seemed close to uncovering key aspects of still concealed weapons programs. In the longer term, there is
now the disturbing prospect that Saddam Hussein will emerge on the other side of the sanctions regime
armed with some of the weapons he devoted such massive resources to developing and for the
concealment of which Iraq has had to pay such a high price.
--  Tehran radio says the Iranian foreign ministry's director-general for Gulf affairs has demanded an
explanation over the assassination of Borujerdi in the Shi'ite holy city of Najaf in southern Iraq. Tehran
had said earlier in April that Iranian pilgrims could soon visit southern Iraq after a break of nearly two
decades in the pilgrimage visits. In doing so, it accepted an Iraqi offer made in 1997.
-- In London, the Iraqi opposition movement, the Al-Khoei Foundation, accuses the Iraqi government
agents of shooting Borujerdi as part of a campaign by the Iraqi government to persecute Shi'ite Moslem
institutions and figures. It says he was a senior candidate for the position of grand spiritual leader of
Shi'ite Moslems worldwide, there had been two previous attempts on the ayatollah's life in the last two
years, and representatives of the Iraqi Ministry of Religious Endowments had threatened him if he did
not lead congregational prayers.
-- Iraqi weekly quotes Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh as saying Iraq is poised to sign
several deals to import food and medicine from Saudi Arabia under its oil-for-food deal with the UN,
“Iraq is preparing to sign deals with Saudi firms to import materials according to the memorandum of
understanding...This year's pilgrimage witnessed a rapprochement in the level of relations between Iraq
and Saudi Arabia. Wide-scale contacts with officials there were carried out...Official dealings between
the two sides were almost normal. Iraq took part in most of the meetings with the delegations there...
An Iraqi trade delegation has concluded a visit to Iran to sign deals to import food according to the oil-
for-food deal.” He says Iraq also plans to increase imports from Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Maghreb states
and other Arab countries.
-- Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz writes to Security Council President Hisashi Owada of Japan
attacking the latest UN weapons report, saying it “represents a flagrant model of lack of objectivity and
fairness, denying and distorting the facts  and contains numerous flagrant fallacies and lies.” Aziz says
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the report is “almost an American document aimed at justifying the American military concentration in
the region, blackmail (of) its population and the aggression it plans against Iraq...Iraq demands that the
Security Council implement paragraph 22 of Resolution 687 immediately without any new restrictions
or conditions.” He demands the immediate lifting of sanctions imposed on Iraqi in 1990.
-- Russia indicates it may attempt to revive an earlier proposal declaring Iraq has complied with the
order to dismantle all its nuclear weapons, as indicated in a recent report by the International Atomic
Energy Agency. Russian Deputy Ambassador Yuri Fedotov says such a document had a “symbolic and
psychological" value for encouraging Iraq rather than any practical effect in lifting sanctions. The US is
expected to oppose this effort.

98-5-3: Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh says Iraq has lost about $140 billion as result of UN trade
sanctions which include a ban on its oil exports. “Iraq’s economy has lost approximately $140 billion.
That means the economy lost goods, commodities, equipment and services which would have been
imported by the oil money," Saleh told The Associated Press. Independent experts estimate the loss at
about $115 billion from the ban just in oil exports during the years of the embargo. Saleh, a technocrat
with a doctorate from Britain's Manchester University, said the sanctions have caused “great material
loss" for the economy. But the greatest loss is “the death of 1.5 million Iraqis, most of them children."
Saleh maintains that number have died due to lack of food and medicine caused by the embargo.

98-5-4: Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz attacks Arab states for subservience to US hegemony in the
Middle East and their support for punitive UN sanctions against Iraq. “The Arab states not only
implement resolutions (imposing sanctions on Iraq) but they implement the will of America and the
American interpretation of these resolutions rather than the legal ...It is regrettable to say that Arab
countries have implemented the embargo on Iraq as if they are the owner of the resolution and most of
them are still carrying it out....Those (Arab states) who accept American legitimacy should not expect
America to stop its evil (policy) against them because they have accepted the American role. America
threatens its allies and those who are called its friends with the same manner it threatens its
enemies...Breaking the embargo is an Arab duty by neighboring and other Arab states and only then
will the US lift it.” On the Middle East peace process, Aziz says, “This is one of the strangest things in
the world ... that the mediator is an ally of one of the parties. The mediator should have at least some
neutrality.”
-- Iraq's Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan says in a speech at the closing session of a conference of
Arab politicians and dignitaries in Iraqi that if the Security Council does not react positively to the open
letter addressed to the Council's chairman and members on Friday, Iraq is ready to fight until the
sanctions are lifted. “The age of this letter is not years or months. It has a limited time.” The session
was open to the press...Either we accept to die slowly or we fight in order to lift the embargo," Ramadan
does not say say how Iraq would fight for the lifting of sanctions...These groups and spies (UNSCOM
inspectors) have entered anywhere (in Iraq), even the presidential sites.”
-- Several hundred Iraqis and Arabs attack the US during a funeral procession of 52 children they say
died because of shortages of medicine caused by UN sanctions. The mourners burn an Israeli flag and
shout anti-American slogans. ,” Sultan al-Shawi, head of the Iraqi Child Support Society says, “Iraqi is
mourning a new group of innocent Iraqi children, martyrs of the unjust embargo due to the hostile stand
of the US and its ally Britain... The US administration is responsible for the genocide. I call upon the
international community to move quickly to lift of the embargo and put an end to this genocide.
--US reports it is compiling files to prove the “criminal conduct" of Iraq's President Saddam Hussein. "
David Scheffer, the US ambassador at large for war crimes, tells reporters, “We are working closely
with the Kuwaiti government to bring together documentary records of Saddam Hussein's regime with
respect to crimes...It is important that the pattern of Saddam Hussein's conduct be extremely well
known to the international community," Scheffer adds that this conduct “continues to be a threat to
international peace and security.” The US ambassador is in Kuwait on a three-day visit to discuss the
documentation of crimes carried out by Iraqi with Kuwaiti officials.

98-5-5: International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) says it has obtained an memorandum written by an Iraqi
official making reference to an intermediary asking whether Iraq would be interested in contact with a
Pakistani scientist. “The implication is clear," says IAEA spokesman David Kyd, “It was only a feeler
put out to see if there was interest on the Iraqi side.”
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98-5-6: Iraq says, “Oil exports under the memorandum of understanding with the UN have reached more than
130 million barrels which is more than the amount exported under the second phase which was 127
million barrels.” Saddam Zeban al-Hassan, Director-General of the State Oil Marketing Organization
(SOMO), says exports up to April 27 under the third phase totaled 126 million barrels. The third phase
will end at the beginning of June. “Because of low world oil prices during the third phase of the
memorandum...it is necessary to increase oil export to compensate for loses caused by low prices...If the
UN ratifies the required spare parts and they quickly arrive in the country, Iraq will be able to produce
up to 2.65 million bpd during two to three months and this will increase Iraq's export to two million
bpd...Oil production could be increased to three million bpd in six months and this would boost Iraq's
export capacity to 2.3 million (bpd).”
--  The UN Security Council had agreed unanimously in March to allow Iraq to sell about $400 worth of
oil in the second half of the current six-month “oil-for-food" period, that it failed to sell in the first half
that ended on March 4. The shortfall was caused by a five-week delay by Iraq in shipping oil after the
official December 5, 1997 start of the current six-month phase.

98-5-7: Eric Falt, spokesman for Iraq's UN coordinator in Iraqi, says an enlarged oil-for-food program is need
to address Iraq's humanitarian needs, “The needs of the education sector are enormous and the impact
of the current situation is equally damaging, if not more (so), because it affects the future and spirit of
millions of Iraqi schoolchildren and the university students...The great difficulties in agricultural
production and the poor state of water sanitation sector throughout Iraq...all have direct effect on the
physical well-being of 22 million men and women....The situation in the education sector remains very
worrisome...So far the efforts of UNESCO...have been hampered by the limited funding provided in the
context of Security Council resolution 986 (which governs the oil pact)."  Iraqi has said that no schools
have been built in nearly eight years of UN sanctions and classes were crammed. Tens of thousands of
schoolchildren had to sit on the ground for lack of desks and books had to be recycled. Falt says  the $27
million earmarked for the education sector in each of the three phases of the oil-for-food deal was not
enough to address needs. Denis Haliday, UN coordinator for Iraq, says it us “critical that the
government be able to rebuild the entire education system as quickly as possible in order to recover from
initial damages and now from a severe lack of funding.”
-- Iraqi Culture and Information spokesman  says Iraq  turned down an offer of help to build an atomic
bomb with Pakistani expertise and reported the matter to the world's nuclear watchdog organization. He
says the offer was made by a Greek intermediary, who asked whether Iraq would be interested in contact
with a Pakistani scientist to help build a nuclear bomb. “A Greek national had offered Iraq authorities
in mid-1990 that he could supply them with designs to manufacture nuclear weapons, claiming that he
could obtain them from Dr Abdul-Qadir Khan, Chairman of the Pakistani nuclear program...The Iraqi
authorities have neglected the offer as an intelligence trick. They had submitted a document to the
International Atomic Energy Agency on the issue...and the subject was over.”
-- Chief UN  arms inspector Richard Butler sends letter to Council President Njuguna Mahugu of Kenya
saying Iraq had largely complied since Secretary-General Kofi Annan negotiated an agreement in Iraqi
in February assuring UNSCOM of such access. He states Iraq has met conditions for the lifting of a
travel ban on its officials responsible for impeding UN weapons, although the ban never went into force.
Security Council members say the ban will terminate automatically, and that the issue would be
discussed on Friday in a closed session. They indicate the Council intends to have Butler give a review
of technical weapons issues early in June. The Council imposed the travel ban in November, after Iraq
announced it was barring American members of UN teams/The Council, in consultation with the UN
Special Commission (UNSCOM) in charge of disarming Iraq, was supposed to draw up a list of Iraqi
civilian and military officials concerned, but no such list was ever drafted, apparently because of the
pressure of events, and the travel ban never took effect. The November resolution provided for the ban
to be lifted a day after Butler, the chairman of UNSCOM, reported that Iraq was allowing his inspectors
immediate, unconditional and unrestricted access to all sites, facilities, equipment and records.

98-5-9: Group of Eight foreign ministers tell  Iraq it will face “severest consequences" if it violated its
obligations to the UN to permit unfettered weapons inspections.  But, also say that full compliance
would allow the process of lifting sanctions to begin.  At a closing news conference, British Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook says the G8 has given Iraq a clear choice. “If Iraqi persists in obstructing the
international inspectors, if it continues with its ambitions to develop weapons of mass destruction, then
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sanctions will remain in place. But if Iraqi adopts the alternative promise and recognizes that it gave a
commitment... to abandon its programs of weapons of mass destruction, and if it starts to cooperate in
demonstrating that it has abandoned that capacity, then we are willing to start lifting the sanctions."
The ministers say they look forward to the full implementation of the Annan deal and to Iraqi
compliance under the UN Security Council Resolution 1154. “We note that any violation by Iraq would
have severest consequences. We regret Iraq’s failure so far to comply with its relevant obligations and
we note that full compliance with the relevant resolutions would allow the process of lifting sanctions to
begin.” The eight countries, include Russia and France, the US, Britain, Germany, Japan, Italy and
Canada.
-- Former US Attorney General Ramsey Clark offers $4 million worth of medicine to the Iraqi health
authorities on Saturday, saying the aid was in defiance of his government’s sanctions policy against
Iraqi. Clark says, “Our commitment is to stimulate the flow of medicine from the US and from other
countries...in defiance of our government...We are deeply angered by the policies of our government, by
the genocide of the sanctions...We are determined that sanctions would be recognized...as genocide
against humanity....The message we carry is that the American people love the Iraqi people.”

98-5-10: Security Council votes to renew the sanctions for another six months.
-- Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, speaking to CNN-International’s “World Report," says Iraqi sees
no chance that sanctions will ever be lifted, and that he hopes other countries will ignore the UN
embargo and resume trading with his country. During the same program, UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan says he is pleased with Iraqi cooperation since signing the agreement in Iraqi on Feb. 23 to open
all sites, including Saddam’s palaces, to UN inspectors. He says Iraq not only has opened the palaces
“but they also have permitted (the inspectors) to go to locations they have not permitted to go to in more
than seven years. “Annan says that if cooperation continues and the inspectors can complete their work
as soon as possible, “Iraq also ought to be able to see light at the end of the tunnel."
-- Security Council formally terminates a foreign travel ban imposed last November on Iraqi officials
but which was never enforced because of opposition by France, Russia, China and others.
-- Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf meets King Hussein of Jordan before starting an
African tour aimed at persuading leaders that Iraqi has fulfilled its disarmament obligations under the
1991 Gulf War cease-fire. Sahaf hands the king a letter from President Saddam Hussein “confirming
that Iraq is cooperating with the (UN) commission (of arms inspectors) positively and completely. The
letter expresses Iraq’s hope “for Jordanian help and support in efforts to lift the sanctions and put an
end to the suffering of the Iraqi people under the oppression of these sanctions."
-- Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz says Iraq is conducting talks with Kurdish rebels in its
north but The US was impeding efforts to reach an agreement. “Early last week I was receiving a
delegation in this building from the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), the group of (Massoud)
Barzani. There is another delegation from the (Jalal) Talabani group," KDP rival, the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK.. Aziz say the two groups had been sending delegations to Iraqi for many years, but
blamed The US for blocking “a national solution" to the Kurdish problem in Iraq. “They (Americans)
are preventing the government (in Iraqi) and the Kurds from reaching a political and democratic
solution through dialogue. The government’s attitude toward the (two) groups is normal.”

98-514 The Security Council acknowledges Iraq's progress in dismantling its clandestine nuclear arms program
and promises to consider scaling back UN inspections on atomic weapons.

98-5-25 Iraq says it would hold up oil sales if the UN did not approve a new oil-for-food program due o start on
June 4.

98-5-26 Iraq says it was optimistic that sanctions would be lifted soon because it had met UNSCOM conditions.
98-5-28 UN official says talks between Iraq and the UN on new oil-for-food plan have made significant progress

since Iraqi presented a revised draft.
98-5-30 Annan approves Iraqi plan on how it will distribute food and medicines.
98-5-11  Iraq accuses Turkey of threatening the flow of the Euphrates and Tigris rivers by building dams in

violation of the rights of countries downstream. “Turkey is violating international law by building
several dams on the two rivers without taking into account rights of countries which are sharing these
rivers.” The Tigris originates in Turkey before flowing into Iraq. The Euphrates starts in Turkey and
winds through Syria before entering Iraq.  Syria and Iraq say the flow from Turkey is not enough and
both countries depend on the river waters for drinking, irrigation and electricity generation. In 1996
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Turkey announced a plan for its fourth dam on the Euphrates, to produce power and irrigate a large
chunk of southeastern Turkey. Syria, Iraq and Turkey have held several meetings but failed to reach an
agreement on water-sharing. The Ankara and Damascus governments signed a provisional agreement
in 1987 under which Turkey allows the flow of 500 cubic meters per second to Syria. The Syrian
government has called for a permanent agreement. Iraqi also opposes Turkey’s policy of allowing US
and British jet fighters to use a Turkish base to launch surveillance missions in northern Iraq to protect
Kurds from possible attacks by Iraqi.
-- The Nabadh al-Shabab (Pulse of Youth) weekly, owned by President Saddam Hussein’s eldest son
Uday, singles out Jordan, France, Russia and Egypt for failing to provide promised supplies. The
newspaper accuses Jordan of snubbing an offer to buy Iraqi sulfur in favor of a deal with Qatar at nearly
double the price. The Nabadh al-Shabab also criticized French companies for failing to supply Iraq with
power generation equipment. “The French fought to strike deals with Iraq .. to supply stations with
power generation units but limited themselves to supply simple stuff that do not live up to Iraq’s
expectation from the friends in France.”  It also criticizes Iraq’s “Russian friends" of acting as
“mediators" for Western firms to export materials to Iraq that they are unable to send.
-- Iran and Iraq launched their first joint operation to search for remains of soldiers killed in their 1980-
88 war, Brigadier-General Mirfeisal Baqerzadeh, head of Iran’s committee for the war’s missing in
action, says a 10-man Iranian team entered Iraq to take part in a search in the former battle zones. “The
measure marks a turning point in the two countries’ efforts to discover bodies of killed soldiers and
those missing in action...".
-- Iraqi President Saddam Hussein removes Labor and Social Affairs Minister Abdul-Hamid Aziz
Mohammed Saleh from his position. Saleh, who is also a senior ruling Ba’ath party member, was
dismissed by a presidential decrees signed by Saddam on Monday.
-- Iraq announces it is replacing most of its foreign ambassadors in a drive to improve its image, which
has been severely tarnished since its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. Iraq’s most influential newspaper, Babel,
says it is time that Iraqi embassies were “injected with new blood to destroy the wall of isolation the
enemies have constructed around Iraq." Iraqi diplomats at several Middle Eastern embassies had said
earlier this week that President Saddam Hussein ordered at least 10 ambassadors, including his half
brother, Iraq’s representative to the UN offices in Geneva, to return to Iraqi. They included ambassadors
to Yemen, Algeria, India, Tunisia, Pakistan, Jordan, and the Cairo-based Arab League.

98-5-12: Secretary General Annan says Iraq is living up to its part of the February 23 memorandum of
understanding he has signed with Tariq Aziz.

98-5-13: Iraq reported to be very close to submitting air distribution plan as part of oil for food deal.
98-5-14: International Committee of Red Cross announces that Iraq and Kuwait have agreed to hold talks on

Kuwaitis and Iraqis who have been missing since the Gulf conflict. The talks would involve more than
600 Kuwaitis and 1,037 Iraqis.
-- Tariq Aziz meets with French President Jacques Chirac as part of a European trip designed to win
support for ending sanctions. Aziz also discusses biological and chemical weapons issues with French
Foreign Minister Hubert Vendrine.

98-5-15: Security Council acknowledges Iraq’s progress in dismantling its covert nuclear weapons program. The
US and Russia draft a policy statement for the Council stating procedures to reduce or end nuclear
inspections if Iraq answers the remaining questions of the IAEA. It calls for the IAEA to present a
status report in July, after which the Security Council could endorse the IAEA’s position that Iraq has
complied with the nuclear arms requirements. It also calls for the IAEA to develop a continuing
monitoring program if its questions are answered, and to report on such a program to the Council on
October 11, 1998.

98-5-18: Iraq charges the US is blocking contracts under the oil for food program as part of its hostility to the
Iraqi regime. It claims that 22 contracts have been held up for more than six months because of US
requests for more details that are part of a political harassment campaign. The US replies that some of
the proposed contracts involve activities like upgrade Iraqi telecommunications and have nothing to do
with food or aid.
--US introduces the concept that oil for food should be renewed automatically if the Secretary General
indicates it has met given criteria.

98-5-19: Tariq Aziz visits Pope in Rome.  Pope expresses support for ending sanctions.
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98-5-21: Iraq rejects US proposal to automatically renew oil for food agreement every six months as a US plot to
prolong sanctions indefinitely.
-- UN reports that a survey of Iraqi children in March shows that 27% are suffering from chronic
malnutrition and 24% were underweight, roughly the same percentage as last year. It indicates that Iraq
is ignoring UN suggestions to raise the level of food per capita from 2,000 calories to 2,500 under the
oil for food program.

98-5-26: Iraqi Information Minister Humam Abdul-Khaleq says he is optimistic that sanctions will soon be lifted
because Iraq has met all of the conditions set forth by UNSCOM.

98-6-2: UNSCOM announces that it is still looking for the remains of missile warheads, and is still analyzing
samples of 40 warheads. It indicates that Iraq is providing earth-moving equipment to help find the
warheads and that it has conduction surprise visits to 40 sites in an attempt to resolve the uncertainties
involved.

98-6-2 Iraq briefs the Security Council on its position that it has complied with UN inspection requirements at
the invitation of Russia.

98-6-3-4: Butler provides a day-long briefing to the Security Council on the evidence that Iraq continues to
conceal aspects of its programs, using satellite and U-2 aerial photos, charts, and intelligence data. The
briefing raises new questions about Iraq’s biological and chemical programs. He provides a road map of
unresolved issues to lay out exactly what Iraq must do to fully comply. This effort parallels the similar
process already underway for the IAEA and Iraq’s nuclear arms program. The principle remaining
uncertainties seem to affect biological weapons and VX gas.

98-6-8 Butler says Security Council members may be ready to accept less than 100 percent verification that
Iraq has destroyed its mass destruction weapons.

98-6-14  Iraq and UN weapons inspectors agree a two-month schedule of action on outstanding disarmament
work.

98-6-15 Butler says he hoped a work schedule he agreed with Iraq at the weekend could clear up outstanding
disarmament issues by August. Iraqi trade minister says delays in purchases of oil industry spare parts
threatens Iraqi's expanded oil-for-food deal.

98-6-10: Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz denounces protracted UN weapons inspections an injustice on
and say UN experts were clutching at straws in their continued search. Speaking on the eve of a visit by
chief UN weapons inspector Richard Butler, Aziz say Iraq destroyed all its prohibited arms in 1991 but
the inspectors were determined to find evidence to the contrary. “If they believe they have a one in a
million chance to find evidence they will visit...a school, a hospital a factory," he told a conference of
Christian leaders in Iraqi. “Until now they are not satisfied." Aziz says the seven years and two months
since the inspectors started their work was time enough to declare the US, 14 times bigger than Iraq and
boasting far greater military force, free of weapons of mass destruction. He once again accuses “Anglo-
Saxons"—the US and Britain—of deliberately holding up the process to extend sanctions imposed on
Iraq for its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. “This is not international work. This is not international law. This
is deliberate injustice...The latest discussions which took place in the (UN) Security Council ...gave an
important indication that the game played by the Special Commission is a political game.” Citing Iraq’s
missiles—the area where UNSCOM says it is closest to declaring Iraq in compliance—Aziz says  Iraqi
had twice proved to the UN that it had destroyed all engines for proscribed long-range missiles. Aziz
says  that like any other machine, a missile without an engine was useless. “A car without an engine is
not a car.".

-- UN spokesman Eric Falt says water quality has benefited from the introduction of disinfectants
bought under the oil-for-food agreement, and that  none of 280 samples of water in Iraqi had been found
to be contaminated, compared to an eight percent contamination level five months ago. Contamination
in the worst hit governorate of Wasit, south-east of the capital, dropped to 20 percent in April from 28
percent in March. Allocations for water and sanitation programs under the latest expanded stage of the
oil-for-food accord have been increased to $210 million from June to December, up from just $40
million in each of the previous six-month phases. UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan  reports that,
“`The inputs provided under phases one to three have not halted the overall deterioration of the water
network.” Targets for improvement in water distribution and in sewage disposal were not met because
of late arrival of 96 km (60 miles) of pipes and dozens of sewage tankers. “Systematic repairs and plant
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maintenance have been impossible with the limited volume of supplies delivered to date...In Iraqi losses
from these breaks constitute at present 50 percent of production.” Power cuts, caused by similar
deterioration to the electricity system after the 1991 war and eight years of sanctions, also affect water
supply.

-- Iraqi newspapers say that chief UN weapons inspector Richard Butler was once again overstepping
his mandate in his latest visit to Iraqi. Al-Thawra, newspaper of the ruling Ba’ath Party, criticizes
Butler’s reported decision to travel on to Kuwait, and says Butler is following a political agenda and
should answer to the UN, not Kuwait. Babel, owned by President Saddam Hussein’s eldest son Uday,
calls for the Australian diplomat to be silenced. “Isn’t it time we stopped being courteous and cut off the
tongue of this dog?”

-- Crown Prince and Prime Minister Sheik Saad al-Abdullah al-Sabah says Kuwait is not ready for a
reconciliation with its Gulf War foe Iraq and is annoyed by calls to mend fences with the country that
invaded it in 1990. In an interview with the London-based Arabic daily as-Sharq al-Awsat, al-Sabah
says  he is irked by such calls from some Gulf states, and launched a bitter diatribe against the Iraqi
regime. “I am talking with you frankly and I say that if we know (Iraqi President) Saddam Hussein’s
expansionist intentions, then these remarks (for improved ties) do hurt me indeed. The whole Gulf is
targeted, not just Kuwait. We are a member state of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and we
believe that any aggression in the future against any of the member states is an aggression against all.”

-- Security Council members express concern on Thursday over recent statements by Iraq’s vice-
president calling into question a 1993 Council resolution on the demarcation of the Kuwait-Iraqi
border.  Council President Antonio Monteiro of Portugal tells reporters the matter was raised during
closed-door consultations on a number of issues. This followed his receipt of a letter earlier this week
from Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah complaining about remarks by Iraqi Vice-
President Taha Yassin Ramadan. “The Security Council expresses its strong concern over statements
made recently by the vice-president of Iraq calling into question Security Council resolution 833
concerning the demarcation of the boundary between Kuwait and Iraq.”.

-- Iraq threatens to halt the UN oil-for-food program if the Security Council adopts a US-backed
resolution that adds conditions to Iraqi’s bid to buy oil industry equipment. UN ambassador Nizar
Hamdoon says, “We will stop the whole thing. Iraq will reject outright this resolution if it is passed. We
have conveyed to all that Iraq does not intend to accept that." At issue is a resolution sponsored by
Portugal, Britain and Sweden and backed by the US that would allow the purchase of $300 million in
spare parts to upgrade Iraq’s dilapidated oil industry. It also says Iraq’s plan on how it purchases and
distributes food and other supplies would be ongoing, could be reviewed and amended but not
renegotiated every six months as at present. Iraq objects to this provision, which gives it less control
over the program. Until now it has held up oil sales on a regular basis until its plan for distributing the
supplies has been approved by the UN. Iraqi has said the language in the draft resolution before the
Council implied that the punishing sanctions, imposed when its troops invaded Kuwait in August 1990,
would go on forever. The draft notes that “the distribution plan approved by the Secretary-General on
May 29, 1998 will remain in effect as long as the temporary humanitarian arrangements for Iraq are
required and that, for this purpose, the plan will be kept under constant review and amended as
necessary."

98-6-11: Butler starts a four day visit to Baghdad. to discuss the outstanding issues in various disarmament areas
with Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq, Tariq Aziz. UNSCOM experts gave their Iraqi counterparts a
briefing similar to the one to that had been presented to the Security Council on 3 and 4 June. While
Iraq rejects the Commission’s list and refuses to discuss certain issues: The chemical warfare agent VX,
missile propellant and Iraq’s concealment activities. Butler calls for Iraq to provide a wide range of
information including its missile “material balance," information on efforts to produce the chemical
agent VX, and details of its acquisition of material, agents and munitions for its biological program.
UNSCOM is also seeking information about missile propellant which he says Iraq would be able to
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supply in 24 hours. Butler presented Iraq with preliminary results of excavations near Baghdad aimed at
verifying Iraq had unilaterally destroyed 45 chemical and biological warheads.  Other more complex
areas could take longer, especially biological weapons where UNSCOM says it still has a limited
understanding of Iraq’s capabilities. UNSCOM officials privately acknowledge that certifying Iraq is
entirely free of biological weapons, which are relatively simple to produce and store, is a virtually
impossible task. They say they are looking at least for a more coherent and consistent declaration by
Iraq of its past biological program and what became of it. The two sides agree on a schedule for work on
certain outstanding disarmament issues in all three weapons areas. They agree agreed to carry out that
work in the subsequent six weeks. The two sides also agree that Butler will return to Baghdad in early
August to review the results achieved under the schedule for work and to discuss a further schedule, as
necessary. Butler stresses that the degree of progress would depend upon the degree to which Iraq
cooperated, especially in providing to the Commission the materials it needed, for which some of the
requests had been long-standing. He also expresses the belief that, provided of Iraq cooperates fully with
the Commission, it should be possible for the Commission to resolve all remaining issues. The
Commission could then begin to formulate reports on its work pursuant to paragraph 22 of resolution
687 (1991). Butler reports these results to Council on 16 June. In accordance with the agreed schedule
for work, UNSCOM then engages in an intensive program of inspections, meetings and discussions
with the authorities of Iraq. UNSCOM carries out all of the tasks assigned to it under the schedule for
work. It gets some cooperation from Iraq, but is not provided with the information and documents it had
requested.

98-6-13:  Pope John Paul’s envoy Cardinal Roger Etchegaray, ends a visit to Iraq and calls for an end to the
eight-year sanctions imposed on Iraq for its invasion of Kuwait. “The embargo, through its perverse and
its uncontrollable effects, is destroying the spirit of the Iraqi people.” Last month Iraqi Deputy Prime
Minister Tariq Aziz, himself a Christian from the northern Iraqi city of Mosul, brought his campaign
against the UN embargo to the Vatican where he found a sympathetic ear from the pontiff in a private
meeting and from other top Roman Catholic officials.

98-6-15: Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh says delays in purchases of oil industry spare parts are
threatening Baghdad’s expanded oil-for-food deal. Saleh say the US and Britain were trying to
introduce an unnecessary UN resolution covering the purchases which he says aims at curbing Iraqi oil
exports. He says Iraq would reject any decision changing the accord—expanded this month to allow
Baghdad to sell $4.5 billion of oil from June to December to finance humanitarian contracts—from a
six-month renewable deal into a rolling program.  “Expanding the program to many humanitarian
sectors would not be achieved unless there will be sufficient amount of revenue from oil...which cannot
be done unless these spare parts are received

-- Chief UN weapons inspector Richard Butler -- speaking after talks in Baghdad with Deputy Prime
Minister Tariq Aziz -- says he has agreed to a work schedule with Iraq that could use the road map he
presented to the Security Council in early June to could clear up outstanding disarmament issues in as
little as two months, and lead to the closure of UNSCOM’s files on Iraq’s prohibited weapons by
October. Butler says  the two men will meet again in August to review progress. “Mr. Aziz and I will
take stock on the ninth of August and it is my earnest hope that when we do that we will be looking at a
slate that’s been pretty well ticked off," Butler told a news conference. He and I will sit down and assess
what stage we have reached and what further needs to be done, if anything, hopefully nothing, but what
further needs to be done in order to begin to prepare those reports, hopefully for our October report to
the Security Council...The light at the end of the tunnel is more visible than it has been for a very long
time. What this work program does is seek to bring us forward very far and very fast towards the end of
this (process).” Butler adds that he believes Iraq will show full cooperation with the fast-track agenda.
“My estimation is that that work will be of a high quality with a high degree of cooperation from both
sides...So it is my hope that we will be entering precisely those kind of (final) reports in October."
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-- Aziz confirms the two sides had agreed a schedule of work and gave a positive assessment of their
talks. “We had a very fruitful meeting these two days. The exchange of views and discussions were
businesslike and professional...We will meet again in August and we have made good progress.”

-- Parliament speaker Saadoun Hammadi says, “UNSCOM’s comings and goings and the game of
excuses it has practiced cannot continue. Our people and the Arab and Moslem masses and free people
everywhere will resist it with everything in their power.”

98-6-16: Butler says Iraq's full cooperation with his two-month work plan could earn it an end to the oil embargo
imposed on it for invading Kuwait in 1990. But Butler says everything depends on Iraq's full
cooperation and compliance with the work program he agreed in Baghdad earlier this week with Deputy
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz. “We would be able, who knows perhaps in October, to give to the Security
Council a report...that says Iraq had completed all the actions required of it with respect to
disarmament. I'll expect our October report will be different from any the Council has seen
before...What we need...is full cooperation by Iraq…I made a promise to Iraq that we would do this
work honestly, competently and quickly. We have no hidden agenda." Butler says that if Iraq met all
requirements agreed on this week, the UN's Iraq file for missiles and chemical weapons “could be fairly
close to empty…Biological is in a more difficult state and it will be the subject, according to the
program of work, of a rather different and special meeting in Baghdad in July because of the
unsatisfactory nature of all of Iraq's declarations on the biological area in the past....I believe that
everything in the work program could be cleared up by August …We firmly believe that the materials
we need exist, are in the possession of the government of Iraq. ..If they put their shoulder to the wheel,
they could step forward and give us what we need in a matter of weeks."

-- Iraq's vice-president Taha Yassin Ramadan delivers a letter to Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh
on Iraq's “relations with the UN Security Council and what is required from Arab brothers in this
stage.”

-- The Clinton administration cautions about lifting UN sanctions against Iraq. Presidential spokesman
Mike McCurry says, “We have a lot more to see before we make any judgments about sanctions relief.
We evaluate our posture on sanctions based on the performance of the Iraqi government. We will
evaluate the performance of the Iraqi government in October when the next review of Iraqi sanctions
takes place."

-- Iraq UN envoy Nizar Hamdoon tells nonaligned members of the Security Council that the UN oil-for-
food program would collapse if the Council adopted a resolution to put it on an ongoing basis, instead of
being renewable every six months. The resolution, sponsored by Britain, Portugal and Sweden, would
allow for the purchase of $300 million in spare parts to upgrade Iraq's dilapidated oil industry. It would
be part of a program letting Iraq sell $5.25 billion in oil over six months to buy food, medicine and
other necessities to ease the impact of sanctions imposed after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. The
resolution adds that while Iraq's plan for purchasing and distributing the supplies could be amended as
needed, it would no longer be renegotiated every six months.

-- Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz says his country rejects any attempts to turn its six-monthly
oil-for-food accord into a substitute for lifting trade sanctions. Aziz says the accord, an exemption from
the trade sanctions designed to allow it to sell oil to pay for humanitarian goods distributed under UN
supervision, was never intended to be a long-term solution. “The project is a temporary humanitarian
project and on this basis we accepted it. Any attempt to turn it into an eternal project as a replacement
for lifting sanctions cannot be accepted by Iraq and is unacceptable to many countries."

-- Iraqi Ambassador Hamdoon sends the Security Council a letter reaffirming its recognition of the Iraq-
Kuwait border, as endorsed by a 1993 Council resolution. The letter is signed by Foreign Minister
Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf, to Council President Antonio Monteiro of Portugal. Monteiro had called in
Hamdoon after Council members expressed concern in a statement on Friday over recent statements by
Iraqi Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan apparently calling into question Council resolution 833,
adopted five years ago. Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah, had said in a letter to the
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Council president last week, that Ramadan had called the resolution into question and had argued that
the Security Council had never previously adopted any resolution on the demarcation of boundaries
between two countries. The Kuwaiti minister said such statements represented a “serious threat to the
sovereignty, security and integrity" of the emirate. “They reveal both the persistence of Iraq's hostile
intentions...and its real attitude toward the Security Council resolutions concerning its aggression
against my country.” Sahaf's letter “reaffirmed our recognition of the borders under UN Security
Council resolution 833."

98-6-17: Assistant Secretary of State Martin Indyk announces that the US is working with opposition groups
outside of Iraq, and plans a new effort funded by Congress to build up a political opposition to Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein. “We will be launching an effort to help them organize and coordinate their
case against Saddam Hussein.” The effort will go forward “in a visible and effective way" and would
focus on Saddam's “brutality and his war crimes” from the 1991 Gulf War and 1990 invasion of
Kuwait. There are 73 opposition groups outside of Iraq and “now we're going to get behind them and
try to help them... They represent an alternative vision for Iraq to Saddam Hussein that is democratic in
terms of its aspirations. I don't place a high probability on their ability to overthrow Saddam but its
important they demonstrate there is a different way of life for the Iraqi people.” Congress approved $5
million to fund Radio Free Iraq to broadcast programs in Arabic to Iraq earlier in the year...Republican
lawmakers also proposed spending another $33 million to directly help Iraqi opposition movements
overthrow Saddam and to provide them with humanitarian assistance.

-- Iraq's Vice President Taha Yassin Ramada states that he doubts the  recent agreement with UN
weapons inspectors will bring an end to sanctions. ”I cannot say the agreement will lead to the lifting of
the sanctions," visiting Iraqi Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan told reporters in Sanaa. Ramadan
also says Iraq is ready to improve relations with all Arab states, but refused to apologize for its invasion
of Kuwait in 1990. “We are ready to turn over a new leaf as brothers with all Arab countries, without
exception.” Earlier in the year, Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheik Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah said Iraqi
reconciliation with Kuwait was only possible if Iraq apologized for the invasion, which plunged inter-
Arab relations to a low point.

-- Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz says the time had come to take action to lift UN sanctions
crippling Iraq. Aziz tells Russian envoy Viktor Posuvalyuk in a meeting in Baghdad that, “serious and
active work is needed to lift the unjust sanctions on Iraq.“ The two men met to discuss the UN plan to
which Aziz had just agreed to help speed up the final verification of Iraq's disarmament so that the
sanctions, imposed after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, could be lifted.

-- Ewen Buchanan, spokesman for UNSCOM, warns, “There is a big difference from having a work
plan and implementing it…We hope Iraq will actually implement it in good faith and that is what we
expect from them.”

-- Iraq and Egypt sign minutes of cooperation on Wednesday to expand trade relations between them.

98-6-18: Iraq calls for the latest six-month phase of the “oil-for-food" program to be the final one, to be followed
by the lifting of sanctions on the normal export of its oil.

-- A resolution authorizing $300 million in spare parts for Iraq's oil industry is introduced in the
Security Council, despite Iraq's warning that it will cease oil exports if it disapproves of the text.

-- Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan says his country is not ready to apologize for its invasion of
Kuwait, even if it would help improve relations with its Gulf neighbors. ”Iraq has no intention to
apologize for the events that happened in 1990 and will not beg for support from anyone.”

98-6-19: US acknowledges that Iraq smuggles about $100 million worth of oil through Turkey annually, and says
it is inevitable some oil will get through. A White House spokesman says, “The amount of oil leakage
that we're talking about that gets ... smuggled across the border into Turkey is something like $100
million a year, obviously much less than 1 percent of the total value of the economic sanctions that the
government of (Iraqi President) Saddam Hussein faces. He estimated the total impact of the sanctions at
$15 billion annually.
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98-6-22:  Iraq attacks Butler’s latest report on a recent visit to Baghdad to discuss a so-called “road map" setting
out issues to be tackled in the next two months to speed the scrapping of Iraq's weapons of mass
destruction. The report has just been made public and says Iraq refused to include issues relating to VX
nerve gas, missile propellants, concealment practices and other matters in a new work plan. In a letter
to the president of the Security Council, Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz says the report,
“reflects the previous attitude of concentrating on controversial points in a manner that fails to give a
balanced and objective of what occurred." Aziz says the report fails to mention that Butler, head of the
UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) in charge of disarming Iraq, had said that samples of water, air,
soil and tree leaves, as well as imprints taken at Iraqi presidential sites in March, “do not indicate the
presence of proscribed activities or elements in those sites." He repeats Iraq's contention that it had
completed all the disarmament requirements of a 1991 Security Council resolution and that completion
of the work schedule “will make it possible to resolve the outstanding issues...and will definitely lead to
the submission by UNSCOM of its final report to the Security Council," leading to the lifting of Gulf
war sanctions. Aziz says the report did not explain Iraq's position that, “since the accounting for missile
engines, missile launchers and the warheads was completed, the question of missile propellants loses
importance and becomes a secondary issue since it is an additional element which was not of interest in
itself, in addition to the fact that it did not constitute a very complex substance." He says the only
problem concerning the missile propellants was the provision of documents confirming their unilateral
destruction. That could be dealt with in the framework of the ongoing monitoring process, referring to
the phase of UNSCOM's work due to follow its search-and-destroy operations. He says the report's
reference to Iraq's refusal to clarify the extent of its attempts to produce the chemical warfare agent VX
was “incorrect,” and that Iraq submitted “the relevant clarifications, explanations and documents, but
the UNSCOM requested additional documents to prove that the production of the aforementioned
chemical agent during 1990, which amounted to one and a half tons, even though Iraq had submitted
documents proving without any doubt that the chemical agent VX had not been produced in 1990 or
1991 in a sufficiently stable manner to be utilized within the framework of the armament program."
Regarding Iraq's biological weapons program, Aziz claimed it has ceased to exist since 1991, and that
Iraq had already accepted a new approach proposed by Butler that involved “focusing on the material
balances of the weapons, chemical agents, materials and equipment" at a meeting of experts to be held
in Baghdad beginning on July 11.  Aziz says  that what UNSCOM  “describes as concealment and
which does not exist in reality is considered a problem which is unrelated to the disarmament process
but which is based on doubts raised by individual occurrences, the circumstances of which have already
been fully clarified. Intensive investigations carried out by UNSCOM over the past three years “have
already proved that these doubts were totally unfounded," he added. Regarding documents that Iraq
acknowledged to be in its possession but refused to provide, Aziz says  the “truth is that (they) are
unrelated to the proscribed programs and that they belong to one of the military units." He says
UNSCOM examined them during an inspection, took notes on them and “did not put forward
information indicating they were related to disarmament."

98-6-23: The Iraqi newspaper Babel advises Arab rulers to forsake peace talks with Israel and focus their efforts
on holding a summit, involving Iraq, to rally Arab forces. “If Arab rulers wanted to escape the calamity
of being drawn to genocide...they should immediately abandon their illusions of peace. They should
hold an Arab summit to discuss how to protect the Arab national presence from annihilation." The
official Al-Qadissiya newspaper urges the Arabs to halt normalization of relations with Israel and
promote a tight Arab boycott on firms dealing with Tel Aviv. “We can contain the Zionist
entity...through stopping all sorts of normalization of relations...and tightening the Arab boycott on the
companies and persons dealing with this entity in America and round the world.”

-- Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz says Iraq’s oil industry needs urgent renovation after being
hit by eight years of economic sanctions. Aziz says Iraq has requested $300 million in spare parts for oil
industry repairs to increase the struggling sector's capacity and provide Iraq with the badly needed
revenue to pay for food, medicine and emergency infrastructure projects. “This is the minimum we need
to rehabilitate our oil industry as the whole industry has suffered from sanctions that were extended for
eight years. Therefore to implement the UN scheme to sell oil for food, which means production and
exportation, we have to maintain the oil industry."
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98-6-24: The Washington Post says US army laboratory tests of destroyed Iraqi missiles warheads excavated by
UNSCOM in Taji, north of Baghdad, had found “significant amounts" of “VX disulfide... and
stabilizer."

--Iraq dismisses the report as “an outrageous lie" a report that UN weapons inspectors found traces of
the deadly VX nerve gas in its missile warheads. An Iraqi spokesman says Iraq never managed to
produce VX in a stable state to load into warheads and “flatly rejected" the reported findings of a US
military laboratory that the warheads contained traces of the lethal agent. “Once again the Special
Commission (UNSCOM) by its incompetence or by design is involved in an outrageous lie that Iraq has
concealed weapons of mass destruction… This lie will be as short-lived as the previous ones." The Iraqi
spokesman for Iraq's National Monitoring Department says the Washington Post report is “reminiscent
of so many allegations made by UNSCOM and US sources which have all been shown to be mere
fabrications. The facts are that VX was not (made into a weapon) in any kind of munition because it
was not produced in stable form. Finding a trace of a stabilizer in one sample out of seven analyzed is
not evidence because if VX was used, a stabilizer would have been found in every sample. Iraq flatly
rejects the findings of the US Army laboratory.”

-- A joint meeting of Iraq's Revolutionary Command Council and officials of the ruling Baath Party,
chaired by President Saddam Hussein condemns UN weapons inspectors as US agents and reiterates
past warnings that prolonging economic sanctions will lead to grave consequences. The statements
make no direct reference to the charge that UNSCOM weapons inspectors had found traces of the
deadly nerve agent VX in missile warheads.

-- UN and US officials have confirmed that tests at the Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland indicated
the presence of VX in a number of samples of Scud-type warhead fragments recovered from a
destruction site at Nibai, north of Baghdad. They were stored at Taji.

-- Pentagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon says that evidence that Iraq appears to have put the deadly nerve
agent VX on a missile warhead will make it “impossible" for the UN to lift sanctions against Saddam
Hussein at this time. The information is important because Iraq has denied that it was ever able to
produce VX in significant quantities or in a stable state, which would allow it to be stored for potential
later use on weapons, “So if this finding is borne out, it will mean that the UN Special Commission has
found evidence that they (Iraqi officials) were not telling the truth and that confirms the long standing
suspicions that the UN Special Commission has had. That's why it's significant. As long as there is new
evidence coming out that Iraq has not been honest or truthful about the extent of its weapons of mass
destruction program, it's going to be impossible for the UN to lift sanctions.”

-- President Clinton says, “If this report is true, it will just show that our insistence over these last many
years on the UN inspection system is the right thing to do for the safety of America and the safety of the
rest of the world."

-- France supplies an official, Eric Fournier, for Butler's executive group, to meet Iraqi complaints that
the commission had too many Americans and Britons in leading positions.  Russia sends a foreign
ministry official, Nikita Zhukov.

-- Iraq and Iran agree to seek a speedy resolution to the cases of thousands of prisoners and people
missing in action from their 1980-88 war. In April the two countries repatriated more than 5,500
prisoners of war, including an Iranian pilot shot down over Iraq just days before Iraqi troops poured
across the border. Iran has said 5,000 to 10,000 prisoners are still held by Iraq. Iraq denies holding any
Iranians and has said Tehran still holds about 18,000 Iraqi POWs.

98-6-25: Security Council meets on sanctions report. Secretary General Annan says before the Council meeting
that he hopes the finding will not damage UN relations with Iraq. “We are dealing with the Iraqis on a
large spectrum of issues and I hope this particular development will not destroy the improved relations
that has allowed UNSCOM to carry on with its work." Diplomatic sources, speaking on condition of
anonymity, say Annan's senior aides have been pressuring Butler to ease up on the Iraqis so the
inspection program can be brought to an end.
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--Butler tells the Security Council that findings by a US Army laboratory showed “there is no doubt"
that Iraq placed deadly VX nerve gas in missile warheads. He says he will send the missile shards to
laboratories in France and Switzerland for further analysis, as Iraq has demanded. But he says  the tests
were conducted by one of the world's premier chemical weapons laboratories. “I explained to the
Council that that is very serious because Iraq has always insisted it never weaponized VX…These
findings show they did ... put it in weapons' warheads. I made clear there is no doubt" that “VX was
present in some of those weapons warheads…These degradation products could be from no other
substance. These are unique products. They were of VX, they were found in a munition, namely a
missile warhead. That's weaponization."

-- Following Butler's briefing, the Council decides to maintain the sanctions against Iraq. No change in
the embargoes had been anticipated and members sympathetic to Iraq are not expect to make an attempt
to ease sanctions until late this year. Security Council President Antonio Monteiro of Portugal says that
“After hearing the views of the members on this matter we concluded there was no still no agreement
that necessary conditions existed for a modification" of the sanctions.

-- French Ambassador to the UN,  Alain Dejammet, a strong critic of the inspection program within the
Council, says that if the European laboratories uphold the findings “it would be a matter to be discussed
very seriously."

-- Iraq's Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf, calls on the Security Council to condemn and
counter what he says are plans by the US to build up a political opposition to President Saddam
Hussein. In a letter to the Council, he cites a recent Reuters news report about a US State Department
seminar for journalists addressed by Assistant Secretary of State Martin Indyk. Sahaf says  Indyk, whom
he describes as “a known Jew and Zionist," told the seminar that, “with the cooperation of what he
called 73 opposition groups outside Iraq, the US is planning a new effort funded by Congress to build
up political opposition to President Saddam Hussein." Sahaf said according to the news account, the US
Congress had this year approved $5 million to fund what it called Radio Free Iraq to broadcast
programming in Arabic to Iraq. “Republican members of the US Congress also proposed spending
another $33 million to fund US intelligence agents to 'overthrow the Iraqi government." Indyk's
“explicit statement...represents a dangerous development in international relations and is a violation of
the Charter of the UN, as well as a flagrant breach of the duties of members of the Security Council,"
Sahaf calls on the Council “to condemn the hostile and conspiratorial policy of the US towards Iraq and
to appeal to the US administration to halt the policy of conspiracy and incitement against a member
state and founding member of the UN." Sahaf also urges the Council to take measures that would
guarantee respect for Iraq's sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence and prevent the
“irresponsible US administration from continuing this criminal behavior” against Iraq.

American UN envoy Bill Richardson protests to the Security Council, and called for an apology from
Iraq's foreign minister, over a “dramatically offensive slur" against a senior US official. Richardson is
referring to a letter that Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf sent to the Council in which he
referred to US Assistant Secretary of State Martin Indyk as “a known Jew and Zionist."

98-6-26: Iraq demands more tests after UN arms inspectors reported finding traces of a lethal nerve gas in
destroyed Iraqi missile warheads. Lt. General Amer al-Saadi, a presidential adviser who heads Iraq's
talks with UN UNSCOM weapons inspectors, says more tests were needed. “We demand that other tests
be carried out on samples of those warheads which are in Iraq and on the sites they were taken from.
We also demand to hold a scientific conference through which we talk professionally and scientifically.
Instead of sending the test results on the warheads to Iraq early as promised, UNSCOM leaked
information on these results to the US Washington Post newspaper. Any crisis which may take place
would rely on the conduct of the said Commission." He emphasizes, however, that Iraq would continue
implementing its obligations towards UNSCOM. “Iraq will go on meeting commitments vis-a-vis the
Special Commission. It will not stop cooperation with it."

98-6-28: UN Children's Fund report says that unless a new UN oil-for-food plan for Iraq is properly
implemented, it will do little to offset worsening malnutrition suffered by Iraqi women and children.
The reports claims the infant mortality rate nearly doubled between 1990 and 1994, while the number of
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mothers dying while giving birth rose from 117 to 310 per 100,000 between 1990 and 1996. Last year
UNICEF had conducted a survey according to which over one million Iraqi children under five are
suffering from malnutrition. According to Iraq's Health Ministry figures some 57,000 Iraqi children
under the age of five die every year.

-- Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf tells a National Assembly session that a report by
UNSCOM has misled the Security Council by failing to highlight Iraq's cooperation. “The past few days
have witnessed a shuffling of the cards inside the Security Council by representatives of the US and
Britain. They did not reveal the facts and the progress made through Iraq's cooperation with the
UNSCOM to implement paragraph 22 of resolution 687 (on sanctions). Representatives of Russia,
France, and China cast doubt on Butler's report and embarrassed him many times after they realized
that the Chairman and members of UNSCOM are tools in the hands of America and Britain.”

98-6-30: A team from the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) begins talks with Iraqi
officials on the dismantling of Iraq's nuclear arms program. The Security Council called for the IAEA
to present a status report in July. After that report the Council could endorse the agency's position that
Iraq has compiled with nuclear arms requirements. But officials in New York say they do not expect
action until October.

-- A US F-16 warplane fires a missile at a radar site in southern Iraq on Tuesday after Iraqi radar locked
onto allied jets flying a routine mission over the Iraqi no-fly zone. A spokesman for the US Central
Command in Tampa Florida, which overseas US operations in the Gulf, says allied planes detected they
were being targeted by radar on the ground. “This is considered an action requiring aggressive
defensive measures. In response an F-16 pilot assigned to the 4404 wing fired a High speed Anti-
Radiation Missile.” The fighter was accompanying the British Tornadoes enforcing the southern no-fly
zone. The planes returned safely to base.

-- An official at the Iraqi Ministry of Culture and Information denies that its radar locked on to four
British patrol planes and called the firing of a US missile “proof of the aggressiveness of Americans.
This is an unjustified, aggressive act. No radar was opened." The Iraqi official says  the US missile fell
18 kilometers (11 miles) away from the nearest radar.

-- Turkey's parliament is debating a six-month extension to the mandate for Western force, known as
Operation Northern Watch, to operate out of Turkish territory. The motion was passed.

-- " Jalal Talabani, head of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK urges Turkey on Tuesday to
withdraw its troops from northern Iraq, saying the Turkish presence was an obstacle to reconciliation
between anti-Iraq Kurdish forces.

-- Russia urges the US to exercise restraint.

-- Iraq and Iran open trade talks in Baghdad to boost bilateral economic relations.

-- Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh holds talks in Damascus on Tuesday on ways to
increase Syrian imports in line with Iraq's oil-for-food deal with the UN.

98-7-2: UN special rapporteur for human rights, Max van der Stoel, condemns two recent assassinations of
Shi'ite Moslem clerics and say they appeared to be the latest killings aimed at silencing dissent in the
country. He warns this might be part of an “organized attack by Iraqi officials against the independent
leadership of the Sh'ia religious community."

-- Jordanian Energy Minister Mohammad al-Hourani arrives in Baghdad on Thursday to negotiate extra
Iraqi energy supplies for a strategic stockpile and discuss a planned pipeline between the two countries.
Energy officials say Hourani will negotiate extra crude and petroleum supplies to be stored in new tanks
scheduled for completion this year, which add an extra 230,000 ton capacity -- or nearly 20 days
consumption.

-- UN sources confirm that the US missile attack in southern Iraq left neither human casualties nor
structural damage.
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-- Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf  sends a letter to the Security Council complaining
that it did nothing about Kuwaiti statements that it said threatened the “sovereignty and security" of
Iraq. “I should like to inform you and the members of the Council of a number of documented official
statements made by senior Kuwaiti officials that have actually threatened the sovereignty and security of
Iraq.” He cites press reports of a number of “hostile statements and pronouncement concerning Iraq" by
Kuwaiti officials, saying they “explicitly acknowledge action taken to replace the political regime in
Iraq and the utilization of Kuwaiti funds for this purpose." Sahaf urges the Security Council to “alert
Kuwaiti leaders to the consequences" of such statements and to “warn them to desist from the actions in
which engage in order to threaten Iraq's security and integrity."

98-7-4: An IAEA team completes four days of talks with Iraqi officials on the country's nuclear arms program.
The team met Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz. In its previous report in report in April, the
IAEA had said Iraq had compiled a “full, final and complete" account of its past nuclear weapons
programs. At the time, the IAEA also said it its monitoring and verification activities since October
1997 “`have not revealed indications of the existence in Iraq of prohibited equipment or materials or of
the conduct of prohibited activity.” In response, Russia proposed a plan that would close the so-called
nuclear “file" on nuclear weapons in Iraq and shift from an active “search and destroy" disarmament
phase to long-term “passive monitoring."

-- Babel renews its attack on UNSCOM arms inspectors, saying UNSCOM chief Richard Butler and his
predecessor should be put on trial.

-- Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf says that Iraq has drawn up a new strategy to cope
with crippling UN economic sanctions but will continue to press the Security Council to lift the
embargoes imposed nearly eight years ago. “We have to prepare ourselves correctly and effectively to
implement an alternative strategy drawn up by our leadership, with increased efforts behind the current
strategy which is pressing on the Security Council (to end sanctions). This commission is a tool in the
hands of the Americans. Although it was set up by the Security Council, it is dominated by the US
administration. The aim of this game is very clear -- that is to find excuses to prolong the work of the
Special Commission.” He says that Iraq is trying to expand its diplomatic ties with Arab and European
countries which suffered after the 1991 Gulf War over Kuwait.

-- US Ambassador Richardson  says the US will oppose any move to certify that Iraq has met its
obligation to scrap its nuclear weapons program as premature. “We want Iraq to answer more questions
on nuclear design, nuclear exports and uranium technology." Describing President Saddam Hussein as a
pathological liar, Richardson said the Iraqi leader was constantly trying to divide the UN Security
Council by “pulling a fast one." He predicts that UN sanctions imposed on Iraq after its 1990 invasion
of Kuwait would stay in place “for a long time" unless Iraq complied with Security Council
disarmament demands, dealt with restitution to Kuwait, Kuwaiti prisoners of war and “unless they stop
abusing their own people."  Iraq is already saying that the nuclear file will be closed and we think that's
very premature.” He reaffirmed the US would oppose lifting sanctions pending verifiable destruction of
Iraq's deadliest weapons as well as pending the return of Kuwaiti prisoners and property seized or
destroyed in the Aug. 2, 1990, invasion and a general improvement in respecting human rights.

-- Iraq accuses the US on Saturday of blocking UN approval for 40 contracts it signed with international
firms to supply spare parts for its oil industry. Oil Minister Lt. Gen. Amer Mohammed Rashid says
despite the Council's approval, the UN sanctions committee has not reached agreement yet on how to
process the contracts. He blames The US for the delay. “We have almost no spare parts now," Rashid
added. “We are running at a very critical level in terms of production."

-- Iraq announces it has exported 20 million barrels of oil from its southern Mina-al-Bakr terminal in
June under the oil-for-food deal with the UN. The head of the Iraqi Southern Oil Company, Mohammed
Yassin al-Douboni, says the capacity of the export terminal, which was bombed during the 1991 Gulf
War, has been raised to 1.8 million barrels per day (bpd).

-- Iraq and Lebanon sign a $50 million economic cooperation agreement to export agricultural and
other materials to Iraq.
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98-7-5 Iraq accuses the US and Britain of causing thousands of deaths from cancer as the result of the toxic
dust released by depleted Uranium rounds. The US replies that tests have shown no correlation between
cancer and any credible contamination from such rounds.

-- Talks in Baghdad on the remaining issues blocking the lifting of sanctions on Iraq collapse. The
Iraqis return to the belligerent tone caused an international crisis in October 1997 and February 1998,
and reject a plan for settling issues proposed by the UN chief arms inspector for Iraq, Richard Butler.
Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, the Iraqi delegation leader, accuses Butler, an Australian, of using
"old tricks" and following an American policy of continuing sanctions no matter what progress is made.
The Iraqis stage a funeral procession for 35 Iraqi children outside the building where Butler and Aziz
met. Their parents told reporters that the children had died because of sanctions. The Iraqis accuse the
US of "wrecking" the program under which limited oil sales are permitted to pay for food and medicine.
UN officials countered that a loosening of the sanctions has increased oil sales sharply and has allowed
hundreds of millions of dollars in medical supplies to reach Iraq. They said it was the Iraqi government
that recently reduced a UN proposal to raise caloric intake in food distribution.

-- The IAEA reports to the UN Security Council that it has found no evidence that Iraq has nuclear
weapons. But the agency says that Iraq's failure to account for key nuclear equipment and technical
blueprints leaves open the possibility that it has hidden the necessary expertise and material for future
use. In their report, the international inspectors criticized Iraq for its lack of full transparency about the
secret nuclear program. "Indeed it is prudent to assume that Iraq has retained documentation of its
clandestine nuclear program, specimens of important components, and possibly amounts of non-
enriched uranium," the agency says in its report. The report also says, "there remains in Iraq a
considerable intellectual resource in the form of the cadre of well-educated, highly experienced
personnel who were employed in Iraq's clandestine nuclear program." It criticizes Iraq for not providing
the agency with drawings of a weapon design, experimental test data, and other documents related to its
nuclear program, and in particular, its use of centrifuges to produce weapons grade uranium and what is
called a vacuum induction furnace. "Iraq did have a program to be able to make these furnaces
indigenously," says David Albright, president of the independent Institute for Science and International
Security. "This is an essential component in making a bomb," he added, "but of equal concern is Iraq's
unwillingness to give the inspectors unfettered access to the Iraqi nuclear experts."

-- The IAEA report also warns the Council, however, that if the Council decides in October that Iraqi
inspections can move on to the long-term monitoring stage, a range of intrusive inspection techniques
will have to be used. These include unannounced inspections of any site, aerial surveillance
photography and an almost total environmental monitoring of air, water, soil and vegetation. It provides
a list of these measures and reveals that Iraq is already quibbling over the terms of long-term
monitoring. The Iraqis will not allow the agency planes to use the Rashid air base near Baghdad, where
the inspectors have their headquarters. The inspectors will have to continue to use the Habanniya base,
an isolated wreck of a military installation more than an hour's drive from the capital. Moreover, the
Iraqis told agency representatives this month, that if there will be a comprehensive environmental
detection program, the intrusive inspections should be reduced.  The Iraqis also demanded access to raw
data collected in surveillance, "in particular the data collected through aerial radiation surveys.”

-- Saddam Hussein gives an address on the 30th anniversary of the revolution that brought him to power.
He states that sanctions will erode, rather than be lifted all at once by the UN. “This year, and in the
time that follows, God willing, will be the virtual erosion of the blockade.” The speech at least hints at a
willingess to compromise.

97-7-18: An Iraqi official seizes a document took from an UNSCOM Chief Inspector related to chemical
weapons munitions which had been discovered during an inspection of the headquarters of the Iraqi Air
Force. The document had been examined briefly, and shows Iraq had deployed far fewer chemical
weapons during the Iran-Iraq War than it had previously claimed, indicating that Iraq might retain
much larger stockpiles of chemical weapons than UNSCOM had previously estimated..  Iraq promises
to review the document with Butler when he next visits Baghdad, but does not provide it. The incident
is brought to the attention of the Security Council in a letter from Butler dated 22 July 1998.
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98-7-20: A team of biological weapons experts from a number of States and the Commission travels to Baghdad,
in late July, to assess  Iraq’s biological full, final and complete disclosure. This is the fourth time in 18
months. As had been agreed in the discussions establishing the schedule for work, the experts focus on
the material balances contained in the full, final and complete disclosure and are prepared to review any
new information which Iraq wishes to submit to assist in verification of those balances and its full, final
and complete disclosure. Iraq does not submit new information, although new explanations for some
outstanding questions are offered. The team concludes that none of the components of the material
balance could be verified , as currently presented in Iraq’s biological full, final and complete disclosure.
These components include biological weapons munitions, bulk biological weapons agent production and
microbiological growth media.

97-7-21: Thirty-three Democrats and one Republican in the House urge President Clinton to lift sanctions on Iraq
because of the damage being done to the Iraqi people.

98-7-29: Babel accuses the US of blocking efforts to wrap up an investigation into Iraq's nuclear program. “After
their visit to Iraq to give a decisive report on closing the Iraqi nuclear file, the International Atomic
Energy Agency announced that Iraq had given the required and convincing answers on the
program…The US administration, through its UN ambassador, quickly announced it was too early to
speak of closing the Iraqi nuclear file next October. The objection of the US...means it does not
recognize the international agency and rejects the role of the UN."

-- Russia proposes a resolution saying Iraq has complied with demands to destroy its nuclear arms
facilities. China and France support the resolution. Britain and the US oppose it.

98-6-29 Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan announces that Iraq is losing patience with UNSCOM and
the UN and threatens unspecified Iraqi action if the UN does not act to lift them. “We know the
influence and the hegemony being practiced on the UN Security Council by America and its ally
Britain.”

-- Iraq’s Revolutionary Command Council sends a four page letter to the Secretary-General demanding
that the nuclear inspection effort be downgraded from on-going inspection to long-term monitoring.

98-7-31: Butler leaves for Baghdad. He announces that he will try to reconcile the issue of VX nerve gas
warheads with Iraqi officials.

98-8-2: Butler returns to Baghdad to assess the implementation of the work schedule. His assessment is that
some important progress has been made, specifically in the area of missiles, but that progress in other
areas has proved to be much less than had been hoped for. Butler proposes that Iraq and the UNSCOM
proceed to elaborate a further program of intensive work for the subsequent four weeks. This would aim
to bring the remaining issues in the missile and chemical weapons areas to closure before the
submission of the Commission’s report to the Security Council in October. He proposes that specific
expert meetings and inspections be conducted and seeks documents on several issues related to
proscribed missile programs and chemical weapons areas, including the document taken from the Chief
Inspector on 18 July. Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz rejects the Executive Chairman’s proposals. He
instead insisted that the Executive Chairman report immediately to the Security Council that there were
no more proscribed weapons and related materials and capability in Iraq. He also stated that Iraq would
not, indeed would never, give the Commission the document it had taken from a Chief Inspector. The
Executive Chairman says he is not in a position to report as now demanded because the Commission
did not yet have the evidence required to verify that Iraq had carried out all the actions contemplated in
the relevant disarmament paragraphs of resolution 687 (1991). The Deputy Prime Minister responds by
saying that further discussions would be “useless”.

98-3-98: Tariq Aziz announces that he expects the talks to make no progress and says UNSCOM is “back to its
old games and its old tricks.” He says Butler is “focusing on minor issues that make no sense from the
angle of disarmament…Since this is the wish of the American administration to perpetuate the
situation---as long as this is the American wish, you are serving American policy.”
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-- Iraqi security forces announce they have captured two of five men who shot and seriously wounded
Uday Hussein on December 12, 1996. A unnamed foreign country is accused of being involved in the
attack, and as granting sanctuary to the other three attackers.

-- Iraq blames UN sanctions for power supply shortages and claims it has only received $29 million out
of $180 million worth of contracts to repair the electrical sector.

-- The US House of Representatives votes by 407-6 to declare that Iraq has committed a material breech
of the terms of the cease-fire.

98-8-4: Secretary-General Annan says that the latest confrontation "may be a major hiccup, but a hiccup we can
overcome, I hope."

-- Butler describes his meeting with Iraq's deputy prime minister, Tariq Aziz, in a press conference, "I
offered him a new accelerated schedule of work for the next five weeks in order to try and resolve most
of the outstanding issues, mainly in the chemical and missile areas, before our October report to the
Security Council. Iraq must account for all nuclear, biological, chemical and long-range missile systems
before sanctions imposed in 1990 can be lifted. Aziz refused to accept the proposal, saying he wasn't
ready to continue working with UNCOM on these issues.” He says Aziz had told him that "no more
discussion would take place for the present."

-- The Clinton Administration warns that Iraq's decision to refuse to discuss any further cooperation
with UN arms inspectors will only insure that Baghdad remains under sanctions indefinitely. British
officials say that recent inspections had uncovered new data on Iraq’s efforts to produce VX gas and
uncovered evidence showing that 4,000 chemical weapons remain unaccounted for.

-- Officials with Butler in Baghdad say that he never got to have a substantive discussion with the Iraqi
team, led by Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz. Officials say that Aziz and his colleagues appeared
relaxed, even smug, as they simply stated and restated what apparently had become a high-level policy
line that there was nothing left to talk about, that Iraq had ended all its weapons programs and that
sanctions should be lifted without further ado.

-- Russia and France, which have supported Iraq's demand for an early end to sanctions, react with
concern to the breakdown of the talks. The Russians, who have served as mediators with Iraq in the
past, call for the talks to resume. The French foreign ministry expresses exasperation in a statement that
say, "We repeat that good cooperation between UNSCOM and Iraq is necessary and unavoidable if
sanctions imposed by the Security Council are to be lifted."

98-8-5: Iraq issues a statement that it is ending all cooperation with UN arms inspectors in Iraq and effectively
demanded the dismissal of the chief inspector, Richard Butler, through a restructuring of his
disarmament commission. The action clearly breaks the agreement made in February with UN
Secretary-General Annan when Iraq pledged to "cooperate fully with the UN Special Commission and
the International Atomic Energy Agency" and to grant them "unconditional and unrestricted access" to
sites in Iraq. In their statement, the Iraqis urge that UNSCOM be moved to Geneva or Vienna, Austria,
from New York to free itself of American influence.

-- Butler returns to New York. He meets with Annan and states later that, "The Secretary-General and I
certainly agree that there is a syndrome here -- going around the same track again and again. We have
to find a way to break that. That's up to the Security Council."

-- In a statement published in Baghdad, Iraq says that only surveillance cameras set up by the
commission, known as UNSCOM will be allowed to operate. Significantly, this would be closer to the
level of monitoring Iraq would face if sanctions were to be lifted, as Iraq demands. The statement warns
UNSCOM inspectors that they would have to "respect Iraq's sovereignty, security and dignity." Iraq has
in the past classified some inspections as intrusions on sovereignty and put areas off limits. More than
100 inspectors, laboratory scientists and technical experts from a number of countries continue to
working at the Baghdad monitoring center or are based there on temporary inspection assignments.
Butler says, "I am instructing people to go about their normal work."
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-- Russia holds Butler at least partly responsible for the latest crisis. Yuri Fedotov, Russia's deputy
representative, says, "We are strongly convinced that Iraq is not the only one to blame for this situation,
when a decision has been taken to break discussions…This decision we understand was taken by the
chairman of UNSCOM without duly consulting the secretary-general and the Security Council."

98-8-6: Butler briefs members of the Security Council on his trip to Iraq. He discusses the Iraqi leadership's
refusal to turn over documents, including one discovered in July that shed light on the amount of
"nonconventional munitions" used during the 1980-87 war with Iran. The documents could prove that
there are larger quantity of chemical -- and possibly biological -- agents unaccounted for in Iraq than
inspectors were told about last year. Iraqis says that they had filled 101,080 warheads with chemical
weapons in the 1980s, but the new document reveals that fewer than that were actually deployed. The
inspectors want to now what happened to the rest. Butler also provides the Security Council Thursday
with results of a technical evaluation in July of Iraq's "full, final and complete disclosure" on biological
weapons, a document the Iraqis say closes the file on that issue. This was the third such technical
evaluation demanded by Iraq over the last year, and its findings were no different than earlier ones. "No
new material was presented by Iraq at this meeting," Butler wrote in his report of the July technical
evaluation. The international experts again concluded that Iraq's latest disclosure "was not adequate to
allow for credible verification." The biological experts -- whom, the Iraqis have accused of being
"brainwashed by UNSCOM" -- found problems with Iraqi accounts of what they had done with bombs,
warheads, spraying devices or quantities of the agents themselves, including Botulinum toxin, anthrax
bacillus and Aflatoxin

-- Clinton Administration officials say the Iraqis' apparent motive was to provoke a crisis in hope that it
would further divide the US from other members of the UN Security Council, especially Russia and
France, who have sought to lift the economic and military sanctions imposed on Baghdad after the 1991
Gulf War. P.J. Crowley, a White House spokesman, says the US says the US will "keep the pressure on"
to persuade Iraq to end its defiance of UN arms inspectors, but that is it was too early to contemplate a
military response to the latest standoff between Iraq and the UN. "Noncompliance is completely
unacceptable…We will not allow Iraq access to resources necessary to restart their weapons of mass
destruction program. We will continue to keep the pressure on until Iraq complies fully with their
obligations." James Foley, a State Department spokesman, notes that this was not the first time that
Baghdad had refused to cooperate with the arms inspections, only to back down.  "We've seen this time
and time again. We're not calling it a crisis because, frankly, we don't want to play into Saddam
Hussein's hands. Clearly he's in a box. He's trying to squirm his way out. He's trying to provoke a
crisis." The Defense Department issues a statement that it has "a very adequate force" in the region of
the Persian Gulf -- 19,000 troops, 167 planes and the aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln -- to deal with
Iraq in the case of a military confrontation.

-- Saddam issues a statement in Baghdad demanding that UNSCOM headquarters be moved from New
York to Vienna to keep UNSCOM away from direct US influence, that the commissions leadership be
dissolved and replaced by two members each from each permanent member of the Security Council, that
Iraq be made an observer on the UNSOM, and that Iraq be recognized as having complied with all
Security Council resolutions as a prelude to lifting sanctions. He says that as a goodwill gesture, Iraq
will not interfere with monitoring cameras already in place in suspect sites.

98-8-7: The Security Council, unites to condemn Iraq for ending cooperation with UN arms inspectors and calls
its conduct "totally unacceptable", but takes took no action other than to demand that Iraq reverse its
decision. Secretary General Annan speaks to the Council about his assessment of Iraq's position after
talking Thursday morning with Deputy Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz, who leads Iraqi negotiators in
dealing with UNSCOM. Annan tells the Council that Iraq is "clearly in violation of the resolutions of
the Security Council and the memorandum of understanding I concluded in Baghdad in February. I
believe this is well understood by the government of Iraq." Speaking to reporters later, Annan says that
he told Aziz that Iraq could not dictate how inspections are conducted and by whom. He says that he
had made clear to Aziz "that the Iraqi suggestion that UNSCOM should be restructured and possibly
moved from New York is something that was not acceptable. No individual state can tell the UN how to
structure itself to carry out tasks or mandates given to it." Annan adds, however, that he feels Iraq's
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position is "not a closed one," that Iraq had acted out of frustration and even desperation, and that it
might be the right time, "to stand back and make a comprehensive reassessment of where we are, where
are going and how to get there. “In undertaking this comprehensive review, it might be helpful to
engage the Iraqis much more closely than we have hitherto done."

-- UNSCOM gives a background briefing that shows that the Iraqis knew that problems in accounting
for biological and some chemical compounds were serious and growing and that Iraq had continued to
change figures and alter other information earlier presented as "full, final and complete" declarations.
The Iraqis have been forced to revise a story when confronted with evidence by inspectors -- as in the
recent case of the discovery of traces of VX nerve gas on shell casings. At other times, they volunteer
new information -- but that only raises more troubling questions about why an account has changed. In
recent examinations of old warhead remnants, for example, weapons experts found more traces of
anthrax than they could explain. When the Iraqis were pressed, they revised earlier “final figures" to say
that they had actually filled three times as many warheads with anthrax -- 16 -- as with botulism -- five.
Until then, Iraq said it had mounted weapons with more than three times more botulism than anthrax.
This admission has revived speculation among inspectors that Iraq had produced not only more
anthrax, but also two kinds of it, one in a dry form that was easier to spray and had a longer shelf life.
Officials insist that this is only speculation at this point. Charles Duelfer, deputy chairman of
UNSCOM, says that, "Every time Iraq changes the figures, it has a ripple effect throughout their entire
declaration. That is a very complicated procedure because a declaration is built and substantiated to
support one set of numbers, and to change that becomes very difficult."

-- Tariq Aziz, Iraq's deputy prime minister and chief negotiator on weapons issues, gives a new
explanation of how VX nerve gas could have been found on shells after Iraqis denied they used it. In a
letter to the Security Council on Wednesday, he said the traces could have been created from the
"decomposition of other chemical substances or from the use of equipment that has already been used to
produce the VX agent."

-- Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman Vladimir Rakhmanin says, "It is now extremely important not
to stoke tensions over Iraq."

-- Chinese spokesman, Tang Guoqiang, says his government would do what it could "to avoid a
worsening of the situation."

-- In a speech on the 10th anniversary of the end of Iraq's war with Iran, President Saddam Hussein says
that his country will triumph over the West in its trade sanction standoff.  In the war with Iran, from
1980 to 1988, "will triumphed over might," and adds that Iraq would win again in dealing with the
outcome of aftermath of the Gulf War, The Americans and their allies underestimated Iraq's ability to
resist brute force and that's why they failed. Fooled by their own power, those who attacked Iraq and
imposed on it an unjust embargo continue to make the same mistake. Their harvest will be full of
thorns, and they will taste bitter defeat."

98-8-9: UN Secretary General Kofi Annan summons his special envoy in Iraq, Prakash Shah of India, for talks.
He sends him back to Iran with a message asking President Saddam Hussein to end Iraq's refusal to
cooperate with arms inspectors.

-- No active weapons searches have taken place in Iraq since it said that it would no longer cooperate
with inspectors. Only the maintenance of long-term surveillance equipment installed at Iraqi sites is
being permitted. This type of surveillance was to have been the next stage in the monitoring process, but
only after Iraq had been declared free of banned weapons and sanctions had been lifted. Iraq appears to
be trying to move itself to that stage by fiat. UN officials and diplomats say it is difficult to see how
more intrusive inspections can be resumed unless Saddam Hussein sees some gain in reversing his
order.

-- The Arab League accuses Richard Butler, executive chairman of the UN arms inspection agency for
Iraq and its chief arms inspector, of overstepping his mandate in continuing to demand a fuller account
of weapons programs from Iraq. The Arab League spokesman, Talaat Hamed, says, "Butler's actions
exceed his duties, since Iraq has fulfilled all its commitments concerning weapons of mass destruction."
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Hamed says the league's secretary general, Esmat Abdel-Meguid, was in contact with Annan. "Abdel-
Meguid wants the Iraqi file completely closed.”

-- Iraq announces that its oil pipeline between Kirkuk in Iraq and Banias on the Syrian coast will
reopen soon.

98-8-10: Iraqi television, and networks, show video footage of a tense standoff between Iraqi Deputy Prime
Minister Tariq Aziz and the UN' chief arms inspector, Richard Butler, in talks that broke down 10 days
ago in Baghdad. More than four hours of tapes of two days of meetings are shown in Iraq. Networks
have aired mostly one short clip that appears to show Butler getting up from his chair and abruptly
ending the meetings Aug. 3. "That never happened," Butler says in an interview, recalling his last,
admittedly chilly meeting with Aziz. "The meeting ended in an orderly way. I walked around the table
and shook his hand."

-- Aziz discloses that Thyssen of Germany shipped Iraq 35 of the turbopumps it used in making its
missiles.

-- Health Minister Umeed Madhat Mubarak charges that 1.4 million people have died as a result of UN
imposed sanctions. In an interview with the Baath Party paper Al Thawra, he claims that more than one
million Iraqi children have died, and that an average of 6,452 children under the age of five are dying
per month versus 539 before the Gulf crisis. He claims the death rate has risen from 24 per 1,000 births
in 1989 to 92 in 1998, and that deaths among people over five have risen from 1,600 a month in 1989
to 7,600 in 1998. He says that Iraq used to import $500 million worth of medicine a year in 1989, and
that imports have not exceed $35 million since the beginning of 1998.

98-8-11: Iraq reopens the Munthiriya complex on the border with Iran with the potential ability to process 3,000
Iranian pilgrims a week.

-- UN Special Envoy Prakash Shah announces he will return to Iraq

98-8-12: Butler informs the Security Council that, in addition to halting all disarmament activities, and contrary
to Iraq’s statement on monitoring, Iraq’s actions place limitations on the rights of UNSCOM to conduct
monitoring. Under these circumstances, UNSCOM cannot provide the Security Council with the
required level of assurances of Iraq’s compliance with its obligations not to re-establish its proscribed
weapons programs. Butler seeks the guidance of the Council on how to proceed.

98-8-13: The UN Security Council is scheduled to debate a draft declaration that acknowledges that its plans to
disarm Iraq have suffered a setback. The draft simply instructs the inspectors to press ahead with their
work and report any further Iraqi obstruction. The draft makes no threats of military action against Iraq
if it continues to defy the inspectors.  Instead, it recalls that the Council has already condemned Iraq's
refusal to cooperate as "totally unacceptable." And it acknowledges that "under current circumstances"
the inspectors cannot assure the Council that Iraq will not "re-establish its proscribed weapons
program." But it also reminds them that they still have a mandate to "carry out a full range of activities
including inspections" and says they should report back to the Security Council if they are "hindered in
any way from undertaking these activities." Finally, the Council expresses hope that the current visit to
Baghdad by a UN mediator, Prakash Shah of India, will result in the "full resumption of cooperation"
between Iraq and the inspectors.

-- US and British diplomats acknowledge that the Security Council has no appetite for a repeat of
February's confrontation with Iraq, when only a last-minute agreement between Saddam and Secretary
General Kofi Annan prevented new military strikes.

-- Iraq begins to threaten UNSCOM and IAEA long-term monitoring capability, and blocks inspectors
from returning to some sites where cameras and soil-sampling equipment indicates suspicious activities.

98-8-16: Turkey signs contracts with Iraq as part of the oil-for-food deal which are worth $228 million.

98-8-17:  Prakash Shah, the UN mediator in Iraq fails to persuade Iraq to resume cooperation with the two
agencies trying to find and eliminate its weapons of mass destruction, diplomats and other officials say.
Iraq's UN representative, Nizar Hamdoon, confirms Iraq's refusal to change its position and says the
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inspection agencies had been "unjust and unfair." Hamdoon adds that this was "why we have decided to
stop all cooperation" with UNSCOM and the IAEA.

 -- US representative, Bill Richardson, says it is up the Security Council and the Secretary General to
respond adequately. He says the Council would not allow Iraq to goad it into "precipitous action." But,
he added, Iraq has "put itself in a box," so that "sanctions are going to stay forever, or until it complies
fully."

98-8-18: Kuwait’s Prime Minister and Crown Prince, Sheik Saad al-Abdullah al-Sabah warns that Iraq is still a
threat, “The Iraqi regime is trying to dodge sanctions and will not leave us in peace.”

-- Secretary Annan sends Butler a letter informing him that the Council reiterates its full support for
UNSCOM in the full implementation of its mandate and notes that Iraq is obliged to provide the
Commission with the cooperation necessary for it to undertake the full range of its activities, including
inspections.

-- Babel accuses Israel and the US Jewish lobby of causing the sex scandal President Clinton faces in
the US.

--Syrian Oil Minister Muhammad Mahar Jamal arrives in Iraq on a three day visit to discuss trade and
the July, 1998 agreement to reopen the Kirkuk to Banias pipeline.

98-8-19: Prakash Shah, Secretary General Annan’s envoy to Iraq, leaves Baghdad for New York. The Security
Council had ordered him to continue his work and invited Iraq to resume cooperation with his
inspectors. But Aziz rejects the UN position, saying Iraq does not trust Butler and will not cooperate
with UN inspectors seeking to eliminate its weapons of mass destruction until the Security Council
starts lifting the trade embargo.  He says Iraq will not change its position "until the Council seriously
and sincerely considers, away from American pressure and blackmail, Iraq's legitimate demands,"
starting with lifting the embargo.

98-8-20: UN Security Council maintains trade sanctions on Iraq, and states Iraq’s refusal to allow inspections is
“totally unacceptable,” but defers further action until it hears a report from Prakash Shah.

-- Butler appeals again to Iraq to resume its cooperation with UNSCOM.

-- Tariq Aziz issues a statement saying, “We no longer trust Butler and those controlling UNSCOM and
we think it is futile to resume work with them. Butler is pursuing a policy of maneuvering and
procrastination in order not to report to the Security Council that the UNSCOM task of disarming Iraq
has been complete. It is no more a secret that Butler and some UNSCOM members…are not
international personnel; rather they are servicing American policy which aims at prolonging the
embargo on Iraq.”

98-8-21: The US representative to the UN , Bill Richardson, says, "Sanctions may stay on in perpetuity", echoing
the warning he made after a Council meeting on Monday that "sanctions are going to stay on forever."

--  Kuwait announces that 1,050 American military personnel had arrived to take part with the Kuwaiti
army in routine maneuvers unrelated to tensions over UN weapons inspection in Iraq.

-- Iraqi radio condemns US war games in Kuwait as intended to provoke Iraqi people  “The coming US
maneuvers on Kuwaiti territory near the Iraqi border are part of a campaign of provocation and threats
against the Iraqi people. The Sabah ruling family have continued since 1990 to put Kuwait's land,
resources and people at the service of aggressive US policies in the Arab Gulf region," the statement
added.

98-8-25: The government newspaper al-Jumhouriya announces that Iraq will not change its positions on UN
inspections. It says Iraq will only resume cooperation when Article 22 is implemented and Iraq is free to
export oil.

-- US officials state that Iraq’s ties to the Sudan were a key reason the US launched cruise missile
strikes on the Shifa Pharmaceutical Plant. They say the US had evidence that Iraqi scientists had aided
efforts at a second plant, several miles away, to make precursors for chemical weapons. Emad al-Ani, a
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senior Iraqi scientist is reported to have ties to senior Sudanese officials working at the factory, and
several Iraqi scientists working for Al-Ani attended the opening of the plant two years earlier

98-8-26: Scott Ritter, a leading UNSCOM arms inspector, resigns after issuing a scathing criticism of the UN
handling of the inspections. He states that Iraq has succeeded in gutting the inspection program. “There
is an illusion of arms control taking place. Right now, we are not doing meaningful inspections in
Iraq.” Ritter accuses the UN and US of refusing to challenge Iraq for fear of creating a confrontation
like the one in February. He says Iraq is concealing missiles, biological and chemical weapons, and
nuclear efforts, and that the concealment effort is orchestrated by the presidential security forces.

98-8-27: A spokesman for the Iraqi Ministry of Culture and Information  says Ritter is a spy with links to the
CIA and Israeli Mossad. “All plans of UNSCOM and its programs and the behavior of its chairman and
competent members are hatched in American and Zionist intelligence rooms.”

–A French Foreign Ministry official says Ritter’s charges are exaggerated and untrue.

– Butler says that UNSCOM still has the support of the Secretary General and Security Council, but
praises Ritter and says there is still work to be done.

– Secretary Albright says that the US remains a strong supporter of UNSCOM.

98-8-29: Russian President Boris Yeltsin tells US President Bill Clinton that he will urge Iraq's leader to resume
cooperation with UN weapons inspectors. Officials at a US-Russian summit say that Yeltsin had been
dismayed by President Saddam Hussein's decision last month to cease cooperation with the inspectors,
which broke promises Saddam had made him. Yeltsin told Clinton “that he had been very unpleasantly
surprised... by Saddam's decision, that it contradicted assurances that Saddam had given him and that
he intends to make his own approach to Saddam to stress the need and the urgency of restoring Iraq to
compliance.”

-- Butler tells Security Council that Iraq had refused three times over the past month to allow inspectors
to survey sites they visited previously, thus tightening the curbs it announced on Aug. 5. In written
notes to the Council, he says some previously declared sites were now off-limits. He lists three incidents
when a monitoring team went to look at missile components UNSCOM had tagged previously. Iraq
refused to provide access, saying the facility was not a declared site. Two other similar disputes
occurred in August when inspectors were refused entry to sites they had monitored in the past. “Iraq has
advised the commission, orally, that it may only visit those sites which Iraq alone has declared." Butler
tells reporters UNSCOM was “carrying out the monitoring that Iraq is allowing us to carry out. It is less
than the whole monitoring program. We are doing no disarmament work.”

-- Britain and the US submit a draft resolution to the Security Council to suspend periodic reviews of
sanctions against Iraq until it resumes full cooperation with UN weapons inspectors. British deputy UN
representative Stephen Gomersall says the draft to suspend sanctions reviews was submitted during
closed-door Council consultations that included the briefing by UNSCOM chief Richard Butler.
Gomersall says the proposed draft was “a necessary step to try and get the resumption of Iraq's
cooperation with UNSCOM, which is vital if the verification and disarmament task of UNSCOM,
which is in itself vital to security in the region, is to be completed." He says discussion of the draft had
just begun and predicted a vote in “a matter of days." The draft resolution invokes the UN Charter's
mandatory provisions, would condemn Iraq's non-cooperation with both UNSCOM and the IAEA. It
would demand that Iraq rescind its decision and cooperate fully, in accordance with Council resolutions
and an agreement that Secretary-General Kofi Annan negotiated in February that was intended to
ensure UN teams unfettered access. The resolution would express the Council's readiness to consider “in
a comprehensive fashion, Iraq's compliance with its obligations under all relevant resolutions," once it
had demonstrated it was prepared to honor all its obligations.

-- The UN reports that low oil price mean that Iraq is expected to produce a little more than half of the
$5.2 billion in oil it is allowed to sell over six months. Iraq was authorized by the Security Council to
sell $5.2 billion worth of oil during the subsequent six months, but it has only managed to sell $1.06
billion worth of oil because of weak world demand and the damaged state of its oil industry. Because of
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weak oil world prices, Iraq is currently getting an average price of only $9 to $10 a barrel for its oil
compared with $19 to $20 when it first started selling oil under the program in December 1996.As a
result, oil experts have warned the UN that the country is unlikely to be able to raise more than $2.5
billion to $3 billion during the current six month period.

-- Iraq's Deputy Oil Minister Taha Hamoud  says Iraq is ready to export oil under its oil-for-food deal
with the UN via the Iraqi-Saudi pipeline, closed since the 1991 Gulf War  “We are ready to pump oil
via the pipeline which connects Iraq with the Red Sea with an export capacity of 1, 650 million barrels
per day.”

-- Syria opens a trade center in Baghdad, a move seen by officials from the two former foes as a first
step toward resuming diplomatic ties severed 18 years ago. Relations have been improving since last
year when both countries agreed to reopen their borders to encourage the flow of Syrian goods under
Iraq's oil-for-food deal with the UN. In July, the two countries signed an agreement in Damascus to
reopen a pipeline between Iraq's Kirkuk oilfield and the Syrian port of Banias.

-- Iraq's Minister of Trade Mohammed Mehdi Saleh  says Iraq is holding talks with Saudi firms to buy
food and medicine under its oil-for-food deal with the UN. “We are conducting trade negotiations with
our brothers the Saudis to conclude food and medicine contracts…Representatives of several Saudi
companies have visited Baghdad recently and we are currently holding talks with these companies.”

98-8-30: Former UNSCOM inspector Scott Ritter testifies to a joint hearing of the Senate Foreign Relations and
Armed Services committees that Iraq would be able to reconstitute its biological and chemical weapons
capability and deliver a weapon of mass destruction within six months of the end of UN weapons
inspections. “We know in fact that Iraq has a plan to have a breakout scenario for reconstitution of
long-range ballistic missiles within six months of the 'go' signal" from Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein.”

-- Benon Sevan, UN director of the oil-for-food plan criticizes the Security Council, especially the US,
for holding up equipment Iraq needs to upgrade its oil industry, one reason the so-called oil-for-food
program was falling far below targets. “The program cannot be fully implemented unless the Iraqis can
enhance production and enhance capacity to produce oil…This is a crucial issue which needs urgent
resolution.”

-- The Tehran Times reports that Iran's Vice President Hassan Habibi is to visit neighboring Iraq, the
highest-ranking official to make such a trip in two decades. He is to sign agreements on the exchange of
prisoners from the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq War, war reparations, water sharing, border security, and on
ending support for each other's opposition groups.

--Ruling Baath party newspaper al-Thawra states in front-page editorial that the UN Security Council is
discussing a “wicked” US-British proposal to suspend regular review of sanctions instead of lifting
them. “This is utmost injustice that it has been a month since Iraq submitted its legitimate demands but
the Security Council is discussing instead an American-British draft resolution to suspend the
periodical review of the embargo. Apart from what would be the stand of the Security Council from the
American-British wicked draft resolution...Iraq, leadership and people, would stick to their legitimate
demands. Any one who thinks that Iraq would bow to the threat of suspending the periodical review of
the embargo is mistaken.”

98-8-31: Iraq demands a that the UN launch a probe into the UN inspections effort and charges that Ritter’s
resignation shows UNSCOM is linked to Israel and US intelligence.

– Iraqi news sources announce that Saddam Hussein has permitted the Iraqi Atomic Energy
Organization to conclude deals in the private and public sector to “render services and manufacture
materials.”

98-9-1: Vice President Yassin makes a brief visit to the Sudan and inspects the pharmaceutical plant that the
US had attacked with cruise missiles.
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-- Following discussions in the Security Council, Butler sends briefing notes to the Council on three
specific subjects: the discovery of VX degradation products and degradation products of VX stabilizers
on warheads remnants; the material balance of special munitions declared by Iraq; and a change in the
accounting of the weaponization of biological warfare agents

98-9-2: Butler tells Security Council that Iraq has refused three times in the last month to allow inspectors to
visit sites they had inspected previously, and to check the tags on monitored sites.

-- The Security Council discusses a possible draft resolution that would give Iraq a comprehensive
review of the sanctions process and their status if it allowed inspections.

-- Iraq charges that that less than one percent of the $200 million in medical supplies that Iraq has
ordered in the third phase of the oil for food deal have been delivered. The UN says that $17 million
worth, or 9% have been delivered.

-- Massoud Barzani visits Turkey to discuss his alliance with the Turkish government.

98-9-3: Butler briefs the members of the Security Council on the status of UNSCOM’s monitoring. He
summarizes the situation following Iraq’s decision of 5 August and reports three instances of Iraq
blocking the UNSCOM’s monitoring. He says Iraq is placing new curbs on UN inspection activities,
and is interfering with activities in previously declared sites when equipment is tagged. “Iraq has
advised the UNSCOM orally that it can only visit the sites that Iraq has declared.”

98-9-9: The Security Council unanimously adopts resolution 1194 (1998), in which it condemns Iraq’s decision
to suspend cooperation with UNSCOM, terming Iraq’s actions a totally unacceptable contravention of
its obligations, and demanding that Iraq rescind its decision of 5 August. The Council also decides not
to conduct any further reviews provided for in paragraphs 21 and 28 of resolution 687 (1991) until Iraq
rescinds its decision and UNSCOM reports to the Council that it is satisfied that it had been able to
exercise its full range of activities provided for in its mandate, including inspections. In the preamble to
resolution 1194 (1998), the Security Council expresses its readiness to consider, in a comprehensive
review, Iraq’s compliance with its obligations under all relevant resolutions once Iraq has rescinded its
5 August decision and demonstrated that it was prepared to fulfil all its obligations, including, in
particular, on disarmament issues, by resuming full cooperation with the Commission consistent with
the Memorandum of Understanding. The Commission stands ready to contribute to such a review if the
Council so decides.

98-9-13: Babel attacks UN vote as a “Zionist” conspiracy.

-- Saddam Hussein holds a meeting of the Revolutionary Command Council and regional command of
the Baath Party on the UN vote.

-- Richard Butler of UNSCOM and Mohammed el-Baraedi of the IAEA warn the Security Council that
Iraq is blocking follow-up inspections where monitoring devices indicate possible violations and that
they can no longer guarantee a high probability that Iraq is not starting new missile and WMD
programs.

98-9-16:  An Iraqi official, Hamed Youssef Hummadi, an adviser in the Saddam Hussein’s office, says in an
article in an official newspaper, al-Qadissiya, that Annan has failed to honor a promise the Iraqis say he
made in February, "which called for ending the embargo imposed on Iraq." Hummadi's comments
reflect Iraqi frustration with Annan's insistence that Iraq must reverse its decision, made on Aug. 5, to
stop on-site inspections, a clear violation of the secretary-general's accord. Annan told diplomats from
the Security Council on Monday that he agrees with them that no review of relations with Iraq can be
conducted until the decision is reversed.

-- Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf, who is seeking support at a meeting of the Arab
League in Cairo, says that Iraq had "no confidence in the arms inspection committee and in the policies
of the US."
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98-9-17: President Bill Clinton meets with his top foreign policy advisers and telephones Canadian Prime
Minister Jean Chretien to discuss developments in Iraq as tensions escalated once again between Iraq
and the US. US officials do not rule out the use of force against Iraq to make it to comply. Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright says all options, including military force against Iraq, are still on the table.

-- Iraq's Revolutionary Command Council endorses a threat to end all cooperation with UN arms
inspectors if the Security Council did not restore regular reviews of its sanctions against the country.
Iraqi radio announces the Council had endorsed a decision by the Iraqi Parliament on Monday to end
cooperation. The legislature is often used to float Government policy ideas.  The Revolutionary
Command Council calls the unanimous Security Council resolution that suspended regular sanctions
reviews, which will keep Iraq under an indefinite embargo, "pressure and blackmail". The
Revolutionary Command Council also criticizes Secretary General Kofi Annan 

-- The Iraqis demand a comprehensive review of their relations with the UN. A day earlier, Peter
Burleigh, the American representative, said that if such an evaluation took place, the US would not
limit the review to weapons questions but would go back to unmet demands that Iraq turn over or
account for missing Kuwaitis, return stolen Kuwaiti property and show improvement in its human
rights record.

98-9-18:  UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan dismisses charges by Scott Ritter that Iraq could deliver a weapon of
mass destruction within six months of the end of UN weapons inspections. During a speech, Annan says
he stands by the view of chief UN weapons inspector Richard Butler that Iraq can successfully comply
with UN demands.

--Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf says in Cairo that Iraq wants Secretary-General
Annan to give more details about a Security Council “comprehensive review" of its sanctions if Iraq
resumed cooperation with UN weapons inspectors. He rejects US threats to use military force against
Iraq to make it comply with UN resolution, saying Iraq would not bow to American “blackmail."
“Discussions are being held between Iraq and the Secretary-General in order to know more details about
a comprehensive review of the Iraqi file."

-- UN receives preliminary French and Swiss test results of Iraqi warheads suspected of carrying the
deadly VX gas, but UN officials refuse to characterize the findings. The officials say they won't know
until the final results if the tests in French and Swiss laboratories back findings by a US army lab,
which found that missile fragments had traces of the deadly nerve agent. A French official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, say the preliminary results were inconclusive because not all the tests were
complete. Pentagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon says the US stands by the Aberdeen results. He says the
fragments being tested in Europe came from another part of a large destruction site. The results from
the European labs “will not invalidate the US findings of VX.” The Swiss and French labs are working
off about 40 swipes from fragments of about 43 to 45 missile warheads that were destroyed during the
war or shortly after it.  Most of the fragments were recovered at al-Nibai, the site where Iraq in 1991
unilaterally destroyed and buried warheads designed to carry chemical weapons. Chief UN weapons
inspector Richard Butler had said in June, 1998 that he had no doubts about the findings of a US Army
laboratory and tests in Switzerland and France did not invalidate the original findings. “It is utterly
unambiguous. These degradation products could be from no other substance. These are unique products.
They were VX. They were found in a missile warhead. That is weaponization.” Questions have been
raised, however, about material used in the rounds of tests. The chunks sent to the US were dug up from
a weapons destruction site near Baghdad. UNSCOM then took swabs from another 80 fragments from a
different part of the site and sent half to France and the other half to Switzerland, according to Pentagon
spokesman Kenneth Bacon He says that the US army tests found traces of decomposed VX on one
quarter of 44 fragments salvaged from an Iraqi government al-Hussein missile destruction site.

-- Leaders of two Iraqi Kurd groups announce they plan regional elections next summer as part of a US-
brokered agreement for the interim sharing of money and power. A brief State Department ceremony is
held to announce the agreement reached by Massoud Barzani of the Kurdish Democratic Party and Jalal
Talabani of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. Barzani says, “What we have accomplished will ensure a
prosperous future for our people." Talabani says “It is a historic day…We have closed a sad chapter in
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the history of the Kurdish people." Secretary of State Madeleine Albright presides and issues an indirect
warning to Saddam not to interfere with the reconciliation process. She states there can be, “no more
campaigns to eradicate a whole population of innocent men, women and children. She also reaffirms
her support for UN Security Council resolution 688, which is designed to forbid Saddam from
repressing his people, including the Kurds in the north and the Shiites in the south.

98-9-19:  Presidential Office adviser Amir al-Saadi says an Iraqi delegation will travel to New York shortly to
discuss the proposals with Annan. “We have heard about those suggestions and we are quite satisfied
with them.”

--Babel states that “Iraq will not accept anything less than implementation of Section C of (UN Security
Council) resolution 687.” It accuses Kuwait of plotting against Iraq at the UN and trying to sabotage
efforts to defuse problems over UN sanctions against Iraq. “The Kuwaiti regime is currently inciting the
Security Council against Iraq and sabotaging the effort of the Secretary General (Kofi Annan) to defuse
what may result from Resolution 1194." Babel says Kuwait is ignoring “the noble Arab efforts to unite
rifts and end pan-Arab differences" and added  “They returned to their old policy of plotting and they
will be fully responsible for their untold future."

-- Iraqi newspapers quote a  spokesman for the Information Ministry as attacking Turkey for proposing
a new administration in the north of Iraq and criticized Ankara for military links with Israel. “Since
1991, Turkey participated in the vacuum of power in northern Iraq because it has been presenting
military facilities to US and British forces…Turkey's insistence to pursue such delinquent policy besides
that of a military pact with the Zionist entity constitutes a serious threat to Arab National Security

-- Iraq's top chemical weapons negotiator with the UN, General Amir al-Saadi repeats Iraq’s denial that
it had filled missile warheads with the lethal VX agent, as alleged by UN weapons inspectors. He also
says Iraq was not able to produce VX in a stable form or use it in weapons, “Iraq has always maintained
that we have neither produced stabilized VX nor weaponized VX agent of any kind in warheads…We
confirm that once again and therefore there was no VX to be found by the American laboratories and
reject the implications of the results.” Saadi accuses the US of playing down the results of the French
and Swiss laboratory tests. “We noticed through the press that these laboratories found no VX agent but
the Pentagon and some US officials played down and doubted the results of the French and Swiss
Laboratories. Iraq is still waiting to be officially notified of the results of the tests at Swiss and French
laboratories.”

-- Sami Salih, a former top aide of Saddam Hussein who defected earlier in 1998 gives the British
Sunday Telegraph newspaper details of Iraq’s sanction-busting oil smuggling network. He says Iraq
smuggled oil across its borders in contravention of UN trade sanctions imposed in 1990 after the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait. The paper says Salih master-minded a network of front companies in Europe and
the Middle East to handle the illegal oil trade but was later arrested and imprisoned, before escaping. It
reports that the smuggling routes have now been closed and the front companies shut down. It adds that
Salih had alleged that Iran -- seen as a sworn enemy of Iraq -- helped ship Iraqi oil cargoes through
Iranian territorial waters in return for a large slice of the profits. Salih also says, “Saddam never had
any intention of complying with the inspection teams…I have seen missiles hidden all over Iraq. I have
seen them stored under swimming pools and on farms. The sanctions should stay in place as long as
Saddam is in power."

98-9-20: Amir al-Saadi announces that Iraq will send a delegation to New York shortly to meet Secretary-
General Annan to try to resolve the standoff between Iraq and UN weapons inspectors. The meeting
would discuss a proposal by Annan dealing with both the standoff and the review of trade sanctions on
Iraq. “We have heard about those suggestions and we are quite satisfied with them.”

-- Nils Carlstrom, director of UNSCOM's Baghdad Monitoring and Verification Center, says
monitoring of declared sites was going on normally. “Monitoring of declared sites is being conducted in
a professional way.”

-- Eric Falt, spokesman for the UN coordinator in Baghdad, says Iraq has received the first medical
supplies bought under the fourth phase of its oil-for-food deal with the UN which began three months
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ago. He says that Iraq had received $350 million worth of medical items since the beginning of the oil-
for-food deal in December 1998. The fourth phase, which began in June, provided for some $280
million worth of medical supplies to be paid for out of the proceeds from oil sales. “Given the
complexity of the process, this shows the significant speed up in deliveries in the health service."

-- An Iraqi Foreign Ministry spokesman accused the US and British representatives at the UN sanctions
committee of blocking food and medical contracts under the oil plan. “The American and British
representatives in the committee have put on hold 21 contracts of the third phase, 12 out of which are
food and medical contracts. The US naval forces illegally embarked on inspecting bitterly and
continuously the vessels laden with food and humanitarian needs to Iraqi people…This is a violation to
the UN Charter and the related Security Council resolutions, thus causing economic and moral damage
to Iraq due to impeding the vessels .. and directly pushing insurance and transport taxes up. Such
aggression would negatively backfire on status of civilians and their possibility to get food, medicine
and humanitarian needs easily and consequently leading to redouble of their suffering."

-- Iraq's Minister of Transport and Communications, Ahmed Murtadha Ahmed Khalil, accuses the US
of intercepting an Iraqi vessel inside Iraq's own waters, an act he considers “piracy.”

-- Syrian Economy and Foreign Trade Minister Mohammed Imadi opens an Iraqi trade center in
Damascus on Sunday in a further move towards the restoration of normal ties after 18 years of
animosity. Farouq Obeidi, director-general of external relations at the Iraqi Ministry of Trade, says the
opening of the center showed that Damascus and Iraq were determined to boost economic and
commercial cooperation, and that the volume of Syrian exports to Iraq was worth more than $150
million in 1997.

98-9-21: Prakash Shah, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan's special envoy leaves Baghdad after spending nearly
two weeks trying to avert a new confrontation over Iraq's refusal to let weapons inspectors operate.
Babel publishes an articles stating that  “Iraq welcomes proposals from UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan and expressed its readiness for a high-level delegation to discuss them with him”

-- An Iraqi oil ministry official says Iraq has not received the first delivery of spare parts for its
dilapidated oil industry, nearly four months after UN approval for their purchase. The unnamed source
says that only 24 of 80 contracts for oil industry spare parts submitted by Iraq to the UN sanctions
committee had been ratified. The Iraqi official accuses the US and British representatives on a UN
sanctions committee of delaying or blocking contracts to purchase spare parts for Iraq's oil industry.

98-9-22: French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine says Iraq's behavior makes it impossible even for sympathetic
countries such as France to argue in the UN Security Council that Iraq has complied with its obligation
to eliminate its weapons of mass destruction. Vedrine says he had written twice to Iraq since Iraq's
decision in August to suspend cooperation with UNSCOM. France's envoy in Baghdad has made
representations to President Saddam Hussein, and Vedrine said he planned to meet Iraqi Foreign
Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf in New York. “Iraqis themselves have put the UN Secretary-
General in an embarrassing position. This can only work seriously if there is a signal of willingness to
cooperate on the Iraqi side…They have accumulated bad behavior that has led to this situation. There
has never been a situation where even we could have said that they had met all the conditions.”

-- Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz announces he will go to New York to meet UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan to try to resolve a dispute over weapons inspections, the Iraqi news agency INA
said on Tuesday. Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan tell reporters “We are waiting for the role of the
Secretary-General and what he will do in the next few days.”

98-9-23: UN sanctions committee approves two more contracts for spare parts for Iraq's oil industry, bringing the
total to 25, with a total value of $54 million. The two latest contracts are with French and Russian
companies to supply pipeline equipment and spare parts. Iraq has yet to receive the first delivery of oil
spare parts and equipment nearly four months after the UN approved their purchase under an expanded
oil-for-food plan.
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-- Al-Thawra, the newspaper of Iraq's ruling Baath Party says the US allegation that laboratory tests
showed traces of deadly VX nerve gas in Iraqi warheads was a lie. “We see that refuting the new lie is
taking several months, just like the one concocted about the presidential palaces.”

-- Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman Sermet Atacanli objects to parts of a US-sponsored peace deal
between Iraqi Kurdish factions and says Turkey “will do what is necessary” to prevent any break-up of
Iraq. “On Iraq, the most important principle for Turkey is the protection of its territorial integrity. We
will do what is necessary so that this principle is respected and for actions against it not to be
undertaken." He said Ankara had expressed its concerns to the US and objected to mention in the
agreement announced last week of a federal system eventually being set up in Iraq.

-- The Iraqi News Agency (INA) says Iraq and Syria have begun talks on the Tigris and Euphrates river
water they share with neighboring Turkey, which declined an invitation to join them, said.
“Coordination meetings of the joint technical committee on water started here with the attendance of
the Iraqi and Syrian delegations and in the absence of the Turkish one…The Turkish side has not
attended the periodical meetings for years despite repeated invitations."

98-9-25: --Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Moussa says eliminating Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction must be
an integral part of regional disarmament. In a statement to the UN General Assembly, Moussa
reiterated Egypt’s call for the establishment of a nuclear weapons free-zone in the Middle East. He
made no specific mention of Israel, which is widely believed to hold nuclear weapons.  Referring to
sanctions on Middle East countries such as Iraq, Moussa said such measures shouldn’t go on
indefinitely. This, he said, “will erode their credibility and create sanctions fatigue.”   He called on Iraq
to comply with Security Council resolutions requiring Iraq to eliminate weapons of mass destruction, so
that eight-year-old sanctions against it can be removed. This will require “goodwill, proper conduct and
the establishment of stable cooperation” between Iraq and the Council.

-- Kuwait’s Foreign Minister, Sheik Sabah al-Ahmed al-Sabah, calls for continued international
pressure on Iraq to comply with UN resolutions, and said Iraq’s defiance was underscored by its refusal
to express regret for its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. “The sad certainty, alas, is that all these crises
contribute to the perpetuation of the sanctions for which the government of Iraq alone bears full
responsibility.”

-- Iraq claims that 4.5 million Iraqi children will return to school next week, but that up to 1 million of
them will have to sit on the floor for lack of desks. Many students will read textbooks that have been
used for years and sit in classrooms without blackboards or other teaching aids. State-run newspapers,
quoting senior education officials, say at least 8,000 schools need urgent rehabilitation and 5,000 more
must be built to cope with the rising numbers of students. They also quote senior education officials as
saying new school desks are needed immediately.

98-9-26: Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit say in a statement that Turkey plans to send an
ambassador to Baghdad for the first time since 1992. Turkey, which fears Iraqi Kurdish separatism
could encourage its own restive Kurds, will also help to speed up the appointment of an Iraqi
ambassador to Ankara. Turkey has complained about being left out of a deal agreed in Washington this
month between Iraqi Kurdish faction leaders Massoud Barzani and Jalal Talabani. The Iraqi Kurdish
accord provides for elections next year to re-establish a regional assembly in northern Iraq which
collapsed in 1994 amid fighting between the Kurdish groups. Turkey fears the accord will lead to a
federation in Iraq that would give the Kurds a greater say in the running of their own affairs. Ecevit
says, “In this way, the Ankara peace process has been sidelined. There is no chance of Turkey
approving these changes.”

98-9-28: Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz meets with Secretary General Annan in New York, and says
that Iraq will continue to block what it calls “provocative” inspections by the UNSCOM. Aziz responds
positively to Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s proposal for a comprehensive review of sanctions and
Iraq’s efforts to disarm, but does not accept the Council’s position that no such review take place until
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Iraq rescinds its Aug. 5 decision to stop cooperating with UN inspectors. “The idea that Iraq should do
this or that concession before the comprehensive review takes place is not legal.” Aziz says that
UNSCOM inspectors are continuing their less- intrusive monitoring activities in Iraq, whereby
UNSCOM verifies that Iraq isn’t building munitions in locations already declared weapons-free. “The
inspectors are already working in Iraq in the monitoring regime. They are very active, and we are
providing all the necessary assistance to them,” he said. “What we are not allowing them to do is just
provocations.”

-- Major General Nils Carlstrom, director of the Baghdad Monitoring and Verification Centre confirms
Aziz’s statement and says that,  “We go out in the morning every day, meet our Iraqi counterparts, do
our inspections and send our reports to New York. We continue to monitor as best we can within the
restrictions imposed by Iraq.”  The Iraqis have barred UNSCOM monitors from adding any new sites to
the hundreds they already observe. However, Carlstrom say that apart from three incidents since August
5 when Iraq prevented his teams from visiting new sites, work has gone on “at a professional level, with
normal cooperation.” There are still 40 inspectors divided into six teams for missile sites, chemical,
nuclear and biological weapons-related sites, helicopter survey and export-import control. They are
backed by 40 support staff, as well as 40 Chilean air force personnel for the five helicopters at their
disposal. Video cameras fixed at many of the sites across Iraq remain linked to screens at UNSCOM
headquarters, where data from sensors and air and water sampling stations are analyzed. The relatively
smooth monitoring operation contrasts with the repeated confrontations between Iraq and visiting
UNSCOM teams.

-- The sixteenth plenary session of UNSCOM is held in New York from 28 September to 1 October
1998. Technical briefings are presented to the Commissioners. Draft elements for inclusion in
UNSCOM’s current report are considered and discussed.

-- UN Secretary General Annan names Hans Von Sponeck, a German, as the new field coordinator for
the UN’s Iraq program, which distributes food and medicine bought with Iraqi oil revenue. Since the
first deliveries in March 1997, more than seven million tons of food, worth $2.25 billion, have now
arrived in Iraq. Denis Halliday, the outgoing UN coordinator of the Iraqi oil-for-food program, made it
clear on Tuesday that clashes with his UN superiors were a key reason for his resignation. Halliday had
been outspoken about the weaknesses of the plan and was known to have clashed with Benon Sevan, the
New York-based executive director of the program.

-- Shawky Marcus, an Undersecretary at the Iraqi Ministry of Health claims that at least 1.5 million
Iraqis, mostly young children, have died because of UN sanctions. “Mortality has increased day by day.
Since the day sanctions were imposed on us until now, we have lost not less than 1.5 million, 70 percent
of them in the under-five age group.” He gives no detailed evidence.

9-9-30: In a speech General Assembly session, Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf insisted that
Iraq no longer had any weapons of mass destruction and that UNSCOM had no proof to back up its
claims to the contrary. He urges Secretary-General Annan to personally supervise the review and make
sure that it is not ``an aimless process with no end in sight." He charges that UNSCOM and its
chairman, Richard Butler, are prejudiced against Iraq and operate “under the influence of an arrogant,
powerful state.”

-- The Washington Post reports that Iraq had three or four “implosion devices” that only lack cores of
enriched uranium to make 20-kiloton nuclear weapons. American intelligence assessments concur on
the credibility of the reports received from defectors but cannot not fully confirm them. Them. Scott
Ritter, the American arms inspector had made similar charges to a congressional hearing on September
3. He said that UNSCOM had “intelligence information which indicates that components necessary for
three nuclear weapons exist (but) lack the fissile material.”

-- The US State Department denies that the US had been told Iraq possessed the implosion devices, but
said it did not doubt Iraqi had sought to acquire atomic weapons. Spokesman James Foley says the US is
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aware of allegations that Iraq retained “weapons-related components, “ but that “We cannot confirm
these allegations…There's little doubt, however, that Iraq has sought a nuclear capability and has
withheld information and weapons-related items from UN inspectors.” UN spokesman Fred Eckhard
says, “it is not helpful that confidential information continues to spew out but this is a matter for
UNSCOM to address and their decision is not to comment.” The IAEA indicates that it has not
confirmed any of the reports. It had reported to the Security Council on July 28 that the agency had an
adequate picture of Iraq's past nuclear programs but that `”absolute certainty is simply not possible.”

98-10-1: Abdul-Ghani Abdul-Ghafur, a senior member of the ruling Baath Party, tell reporters that Iraq is not
moving closer to making a nuclear weapon. “The International (Atomic Energy) Agency and the UN
know very well that Iraq does not possess nuclear weapons or any other weapons of mass destruction”
Abdul-Ghafur charges that  the Security Council is applying a double standard and is seeking the
destruction of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction whole ignoring Israel's nuclear arsenal.

98-10-2: The Iraqi cabinet decides on to review a program to train almost one million people in handling arms.
The program began in February, when the US and Britain threatened military action over UNSCOM.
The cabinet also orders new efforts to restore border posts and airports. The cabinet also decides to
restore the Ar'ar complex on the border with Saudi Arabia so it would be suitable for receiving pilgrims.
Funds were allocated for the restoration effort, INA said.

-- Abbas al-Janabi, a former personal secretary to Uday Hussein and former editor of Babel, who
defected last spring says he witnessed the battle in which Saddam's two sons-in-law were gunned down
after Lt. Gen. Hussein Kamel al-Majid and Lt. Col. Saddam Kamel al-Majid,  returned to Iraq following
their defection to Jordan in 1995. Al-Janabi says the two went back to Iraq because of promises of
clemency, but that Saddam Hussein summoned them to one of his palaces and demanded they sign
documents divorcing his daughters. When they refused, several other relatives threatened to shoot the
two brothers, but Saddam. said they should have two days to consider. That night, Uday and other
members of the family surrounded the house where Hussein Kamel was staying and opened fire.
Hussein Kamel was wounded during an ensuing 13-hour gunfight and staggered out of the house,
Uday’s gunmen shot Kamel, continuing to fire after he was dead. “When he was lying in a lake of
blood, they spat on him. He says that  Saddam's half-brother, Barzan al-Tikriti, had refused a summons
back to Iraqi from his post as Iraqi Ambassador to the UN in Switzerland. “Barzan has always had
differences with Saddam. Barzan knows his destiny if he goes back to Iraqi.” He says that Uday had
married Barzan's daughter, Saja, but neglected her and that she then fled to Geneva, where she
remained with her father. He says Uday has become “more wicked, more cruel” since he was wounded
in 1996,  that he watched Odai kill four men, and that he was beaten by Uday’s bodyguards. He also
charges that the Hussein family runs much of the smuggling trade, selling international humanitarian
aid sent to Iraq, and illegally exporting millions of dollars of oil.

98-10-2: Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz sends a letter to Secretary-General Annan calling for, “an
official investigation into the UN Special Commission's connections and intelligence work that is
hostile to Iraq" in order to ``guarantee the UN' credibility, neutrality, and reputation.” The letter
discusses the charges made by Scott Ritter, and says that, “These statements show serious facts of which
Iraq has warned several times…Namely, that UNSCOM, which works in the name of the UN Security
Council and the UN...is firmly connected with the intelligence agencies of states that pursue anti-Iraq
policies. These states have declared objectives that have nothing to do with the UN Security Council,
particularly the US and Israel…UNSCOM acts as an intelligence institution, not as an institution
specialized in disarmament and monitoring. Aziz says Ritter's comments show that UNSCOM has
“studied with the US and Israeli intelligence services ways to carry out its work in Iraq. These
facts...confirm our complaint and anxiety that the real objective of this body is not to follow up the
implementation of the UN Security Council resolutions, but to deliberately act to maintain the embargo
against Iraq and to spy against it.”

-- Nearly 10,000 Turkish soldiers cross into northern Iraq to attack Kurdish rebels. Turkey's new
incursion into northern Iraq follows two days of air strikes against rebel bases.
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98-10-3:   The US announces that Defense Secretary Cohen is due to start a tour of Gulf Arab allies which will
bring him to Kuwait in mid-October. The US has e 3,500 troops, mainly ground troops and air force,
based in Kuwait. Another 1,500 Marines, part of a 4,000 floating force, were brought ashore late last
month. It also has an aircraft carrier group in the region along with other warships, cruise missiles and
additional warplanes. The US presence, including F-117s based in Kuwait, has been reduced since
Annan's February accord.

-- Iraq signs a new agreement with the World Food Program, a UN agency, to expand its special feeding
program.  Lt. Gen. Saadi Tu'ma, the Iraqi Labor and Social Affairs minister says the number eligible
for the monthly food aid would increase to 943,000 from the current 240,000, starting in November.
The special feeding program makes available to the poor 11 pounds of flour, 6.6 pounds of sugar, 4.4
pounds of lentils and 4.4 pounds of cooking oil. The monthly ration for all Iraqis includes flour, rice,
sugar, tea, lentils, salt, cooking oil, soap and detergent. There's also a special ration of milk for babies.

-- Iraqi and Iranian trade ministers agree to expand bilateral trade relations and export Iranian food and
medicine to Iraqi. The is agreement in Tehran between the Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi
Saleh and his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Shariatmadar.

-- An Iraqi Foreign Ministry spokesman demands that Turkey withdraw its troops from northern Iraq
immediately.  “The Turkish armed forces have committed a new invasion in northern Iraq, sending
more than 10,000 troops on the second of this month. The Iraqi government strongly condemns such
military aggression and denounces the Turkish troops' violation of Iraqi sovereignty and territorial
integrity.”

98-10-4:  Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan tells a meeting of Iraqi expatriates in Iraqi that Iraq said
will not resume its cooperation with UN weapons inspectors unless the UN sets a timetable for
scrapping eight years of stringent sanctions. “Iraq's decision to halt cooperation with the UN inspection
teams taken on August 5 is irreversible. Iraq is not ready to accept that the situation remains as it is.
The situation should be clarified through setting stages for lifting the embargo.” Ramadan also demands
that UNSCOM be restructured to curb what he said was US and Israeli hostility towards Iraq. “The
Special Commission...has to be restructured to make it a neutral body which expresses the will of the
Security Council.” Ramadan says the US and Britain want ``to overthrow the national government in
Iraq and rule the country." He says Iraq is ready to resume work with UNSCOM and the IAEA, “but in
a serious, rational and subjective way that would lead to closing the (weapons) files and implementing
article 22 of resolution 687.”

98-10-5:  Secretary-General Annan, sends a note to the Security Council outlining elements of a new
‘comprehensive review’ of Iraq’s compliance with the terms of the cease-fire that could be initiated
within weeks -- if Iraq rescinds its current ban on most arms inspections. He had first suggested the
review several weeks earlier. The first phase of the review, which would have its own timetable, would be
to determine whether Iraq has accounted for all its weapons of mass destruction, the key requirement for
lifting sanctions on oil exports. Annan says UNSCOM and IAEA arms inspectors would be asked to
substantiate precisely what ballistic, chemical, biological and nuclear weapons were still unaccounted for
and set a tentative time frame in which they could complete their work -- providing Iraq cooperates. Iraq
would be asked to submit its account on where it had complied with weapons demands to date, and
present evidence to substantiate its claims, he added. “The immediate purpose of the first phase of the
comprehensive review would be to define an agreed course of action and a timetable which, if followed
would lead to the earlier possible satisfaction of disarmament-related requirements… It would be so
designed as to make it possible for the Security Council to satisfy itself whether all the necessary
conditions for lifting the oil embargo have been fulfilled.” Once all the information was collected, the
Council would draw up a list of remaining requirements to be fulfilled by Iraq as a condition for lifting
the oil embargo “and establish a reasonable time frame for this purpose.” Annan’s proposal does not
specify the length of time span, leaving the review of Iraq's performance  up to disputes among key
members of the Council.. Under the terms of the  Gulf War cease-fire resolution, the embargo on oil
exports can be lifted once Iraq's banned weapons are accounted for and destroyed. The US alone,
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however, argues that there are no separate provisions for lifting bans on imports to or exports from Iraq
and that all demands for ending sanctions should be considered in one package.

-- The Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq and the Iraqi Communist Party report that
President Saddam Hussein's forces have attacked villages in southern Iraq and are trying to wipe out  the
bases of Shiite Muslim rebels. They also report anti-government disturbances in Iraqi and other southern
Iraqi cities. The Iran-based council states that soldiers backed by tanks and artillery attacked several
villages in marshes near Nasiriya, 225 miles south of Iraqi. The raids are part of a campaign that began
last week when troops launched an attack against rebel positions between Nasiriya and Al-Amara, 90
miles to the northeast. The Communist Party reports intensive fighting in the region this week between
rebels and army deserters and army units supported by the ruling Baath Party militia. It says dozens of
troops were killed or wounded and others were taken prisoner. It did not give figures for opposition
casualties. It says offices of the Baath Party in Iraqi, Basra, Amara, Diwanya and Kerbala were bombed .

-- Iraq's parliament denounces a decision by the US congress to permit the American government to spend
nearly $100 million on military aid for opponents of President Saddam Hussein. “The Iraqi National
Assembly denounces the US Congress' decision to devote money to conspire against Iraq and to
overthrow its political regime which was chosen by the people…The American administration in
cooperation with international Zionism is conspiring against the revolution in Iraq, using all the means
to do so. The National Assembly will take the suitable decision...to defend Iraq and its security and
sovereignty.” The US legislation states the intentions of Congress and gives President Bill Clinton the
power to aid the opposition with $97 million in arms and other military equipment, if he chooses. In
addition, it permits in shipments of US weapons and other military equipment, it also allows $2 million
in funding for democratic opposition groups for radio and television broadcasts into Iraq  The House had
approved the non-binding legislation, which is called ``The Iraq Liberation Act of 1998," by a vote of
360 to 38.

98-10-6: Iraq’s ruling Baath party newspaper, al-Thawra, urges Arab countries to take a firm stand against
Turkey’s military threat against Syria. Al-Thawra accuses Turkey of following the same hostile policy
towards Arab states as the US in its diplomatic row with Syria. The paper say Turkey represented an
anti-Arab alliance which included “the Zionist entity (Israel), America and Britain, who are conspiring
and spying against the Arabs.”

-- Richard Butler says in his semi-annual report to the Security Council that Iraq could be near the end
of meeting requirements for its ballistic missiles and chemical weapons but the gap still remained for
biological arms. He disputes Iraqi’s contention that it had accounted for all its weapons of mass
destruction. “The disarmament phase of the Security Council’s requirements is possibly near its end in
the missile and chemical weapons areas but not in the biological weapons area.” His report says the
Council might have to consider at some stage that UNSCOM could not provide “100 percent
verification” that all banned weapons in Iraq had been destroyed. But the report indicates the gap in the
data for biological arms is still large and reflects Iraq’s failure “to provide the disclosures which are
essential to the fulfillment of the disarmament mandate in the biological weapons area.” His report
accuses Iraq of unilaterally destroying materials and withholding documents the commission needed.
The report indicates Iraq is permitting UNSCOM’s monitoring work to be carried out “only at a less
than satisfactory level. Full disclosure by Iraq of all necessary materials and information remains the
crucial ingredient for both an end to the disarmament process and future monitoring. His report says
that full disclosure remains the “crucial ingredient” for completing the disarmament process.

-- Butler’s report raises questions about Secretary-General Annan’s concept of a review of Iraq’s
relations with the UN, if Iraq rescinds its decision suspending cooperation with the arms inspectors.
Annan has just submitted proposals to the Council suggesting it was up to UNSCOM to prove Iraq had
not complied with demands to dismantle its weapons of mass destruction. Butler’s report indicates this
would reverse, “the onus of disclosure clearly placed upon Iraq by the council” and would instead
require UNSCOM to disclose fully information that only Iraq had at its disposal. The question may be
asked what sound purpose would be served were the commission to substitute an overall statement of its
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own for Iraq’s statement,” the report said. “Would Iraq then be asked to verify the commission’s
statement?”

-- Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, says in New York that Butler’s review did not appear to give Iraq
guarantees it would get a fair hearing. Aziz says he has spoken to 14 of the 15 council members—the
US excluded—he had the sense that they were willing to conduct an honest review. “But that’s not yet
unanimous.” Iraq needs “complete, satisfactory guarantees” to move forward.

-- John Holum, Acting Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Security Affairs
and Director of ACDA says that Iraq can rapidly reconstitute biological and chemical weapon
capabilities. “Iraq has the capability within a very short period of time to reconstitute these capabilities
and its behavior suggests it also has the intention to do that,” said. So the UN inspectors and the IAEA
can’t back off, can’t back down without completing their work... That is what the US will insist upon.
We hope UNSCOM will be back on track in the very near future.”

-- The IAEA issues its six-month report to the Security Council on Iraqi disarmament which is nearly
identical to its previous report. It says it has no indications that Iraq is pursuing nuclear weapons but
that its information is still incomplete. “The IAEA has found no indication of Iraq having achieved its
program goal of producing nuclear weapons, or of Iraq having retained physical capability for the
production of weapons-usable nuclear material or having clandestinely obtained such material. “ The
IAEA also says that the IAEA cannot guarantee that all “readily concealable” items have been found. It
indicates that most of its work can now be accomplished through a long-term monitoring program. It
also warns that Iraq suspended cooperation with all UN inspectors on August 5 and has prevented
UNSCOM and the IAEA from visiting new sites. “As a result, the level of assurance the IAEA can give
that prohibited activities are not taking place in Iraq is significantly reduced.”.

98-10-7 The New York Times reports that France has detected traces of nerve gas on Iraqi warheads. Testing on
samples taken from the weapons reportedly show evidence of chemicals linked to VX. The Times
reports that weapons experts told the Times that the French findings would confirm the American tests.
They showed the presence of components found in decomposed VX in missile warheads destroyed by
Iraq and dug up by UN inspectors.  It reports that  diplomats said the French were delaying the release
of final tests because they didn’t want to undermine Iraq’s push at the UN this week to lift the
sanctions.

98-10-8: French Ministry of Defense spokesman Jean-Francois Bureau denies press reports that France had
found traces of VX nerve gas on Iraqi warheads and had delayed disclosing the information.  It calls for
the UN to hold an emergency meeting of chemical experts to stop such reports by making a full
assessment of the scientific evidence gathered so far. “Our conclusions right now are that we do not
have any definitive conclusions about traces of VX on the samples,” said. Nobody could imagine that
France would want to slow down the discussion in UNSCOM. He says that a French military laboratory
near Paris had finished examining its Iraqi warhead fragments but had not yet finished its analysis. “We
do not have absolute certainty on the conclusions to be drawn.”

-- US-based arms experts and diplomats say the Times was correct in reporting that the French defense
ministry reported the test results to its partners in Europe but the foreign ministry held them back.

-- Tariq Aziz ends a two-week visit to the UN and says he told Secretary-General Annan on his last visit
that he needed to consult in Iraqi before any decision on the inspections was made. “We are going to
weigh the situation in its entirety in Iraqi. It’s premature to say anything. I am still disturbed, disturbed
by certain efforts or tactics made by a very few number of members, maybe only one.” The US does not
want the review to begin until 6-8 weeks after Iraq has cooperated with the arms inspectors and has
reservations on the shape it will take. Aziz attacks the latest UNSCOM report and says that Butler never
mentioned how many factories and equipment had been destroyed in Iraq in his search for weapons.
“It’s in the thousands, thousands,” he said. “UNSCOM is still playing the same games, the same old
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business. And they are not telling the truth about each and every matter when they are asked by the
secretary-general, by the Security Council and by the press.”

-- Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan says that “When Mr. Aziz returns back home, the
leadership will assess the situation and if it finds guarantees...we will cooperate,” Ramadan told a
closing session of Iraqi expatriates in Iraqi. If we do not find guarantees we will not cooperate…They
have not yet restructured the Special Commission which includes spies and agents of intelligence
services,” he said, adding “the Security Council should be ashamed of itself to ask us to cooperate with
such commission.”

-- UN spokesman Fred Eckhard says that that the proposed review of Iraq’s relations with the UN will
not put the burden of proof on UN arms inspectors, rather than Iraq, “Several press reports have
attributed to the Secretary-General a proposal that the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) and its
inspectors should be required to prove that Iraq still has weapons on mass destruction. This is
inaccurate.” What the Secretary-General has done is to suggest a possible concept for a comprehensive
review of Iraq’s compliance which the council decided to conduct,” he said.

-- The US Senate voted without to send President Clinton legislation providing up to $97 million in
military aid to Iraqi rebels trying to drive Saddam Hussein from power. The bill also gives $2 million to
Radio Free Iraq.

98-10-8: Iraq’s Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan met Indian Agriculture Minister Son Pal on Thursday for
talks aimed at cementing relations between the two countries.

98-10-9: Iraq rejects Turkish claims that Iraqi had links with Turkey’s secessionist Kurds and that there contacts
between Iraq and the Turkish Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).

-- Secretary of Defense William Cohen indicates that any crisis with Iraq is weeks or months away.
Cohen speaks to the press aboard a US aircraft carrier in the Gulf, and says that if President Saddam
Hussein fails to obey UN demands, the US would eventually consider military action He says it is up to
the Security Council to support its own resolutions, which require Iraq to resume full cooperation with
UNSCOM and the IAEA.  “If the UN won’t stand behind its resolutions then it doesn’t stand for very
much. (Saddam Hussein) “has a choice to make in the next few weeks and certainly months as to
whether he’s going to be in compliance, but if he doesn’t then we stand ready to exercise military
options,” he told a questioner.

98-10-11: Iraq says it raise the issue of the country’s deteriorating environment from UN sanctions when a
National Assembly delegation attends an environmental conference in China this week. Delegation
leader Mrs Raja Murad al-Shawi  says, “The delegation is to present a paper of action that explains the
impact of the unjust embargo on the Iraqi people... which led to the destruction of the environment in
Iraq.”

98-10-12: The IAEA reports that Iraq’s nuclear file could be shifted from intrusive inspections to long-term
monitoring once Baghdad cooperates with again. Its Director, El Baradei, says the IAEA has “no
indication that Iraq has nuclear weapons or usable material or capability to produce such items.” He
says that question remain, but could be resolved under the ongoing monitoring and verification program
that was set up in Iraq. The outstanding issues he reports on include the extent of foreign assistance Iraq
had received for the atomic program, how much they were able to weaponize nuclear materials and
additional drawings and models of the program, he said. This step would “close” the active nuclear
dossier file but the US objects, saying that Iraq still has to answer outstanding questions and needed to
pass legislation barring its citizens from reconstructing its weapons of mass destruction. The IAEA
recommendation gets immediate approval from Russia, which states that the transfer should occur as
soon as Iraq rescinded its August 5 decision banning most inspections.
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 -- Security Council President Jeremy Greenstock of Britain  reiterates a demand for Iraq to cooperate
with UNSCOM. “Members of the Council look to Iraq to take the decision to resume full cooperation.”
He states the Council has “noted” the comments from the IAEA without specifically endorsing it. On
chemical and ballistic missiles, and that  members “felt there were not many items still to be resolved if
cooperation (from Iraq) was forthcoming.” In the case of biological weapons, work is needed that
depends “crucially on full disclosure by Iraq.” Russia’s UN ambassador Sergei Lavrov says that as soon
as Iraq resumes full cooperation with UNSCOM and the IAEA there “could be real progress.” “In the
nuclear file, IAEA reported clearly that, with the cooperation of Iraq fully resumed, there would be no
impediment to IAEA’s plan for ongoing monitoring and verification to be fully implemented.”.

--Saddam Hussein’s half-brother Barzan al-Takriti denies reports of a rift with Saddam Hussein. He has
not returned from Switzerland, but says, “I am staying here to be with my family and this is being done
with the knowledge of the president and due to his understanding of my family situation. I pray to God
to help me overcome these circumstances so I can be there (in Baghdad) beside my brother and I hope
to be able to offer something that can help him and our people,” he was quoted as saying.

-- The official Iraqi newspaper al-Qadissiya attacks Secretary Cohen during his tour of the Arab Gulf
states, saying his threats to use force against Iraq were “nonsense.” “During his tour to members of the
Gulf Cooperation Council the Zionist American Secretary of Defense William Cohen spelled out threats
against Iraq which were nonsense and empty. Cohen and the rest of the Zionist crew who are managing
the American foreign policy should not spell out such threats against a steadfast people led by an
historic leader.” Cohen should know that the US military build-up in the Gulf in February “had failed.”
The Baath party newspaper, al-Thawra, says Cohen’s threat to use force against Iraq was “silly and
unjustifiable.”

-- Turkish State Minister Mehmet Batalli announces that he go to in Iraq to discuss oil and gas joint
projects with Iraq’s Oil Minister Amir Muhammed Rasheed and several Iraqi ministers during his visit
from October 16-18. Batalli is to discuss several projects, including possible future Iraqi pipeline gas
sales to Turkey after an exploration of gas fields in Iraq by Turkish oil company TPAO, Botas, and the
Iraqi Oil Ministry. In 1997, Baghdad and Ankara signed a preliminary deal to build a 1,300 km (800
miles) gas pipeline to carry Iraqi exports to Turkey’s Mediterranean port of Ceyhan.

98-10-13: Iraq’s Irrigation Minister Mahamoud Diyab al-Ahmed accuses Turkey of blocking an agreement on
sharing the waters of the two rivers with Iraq and Syria. “The (dam) project...which Turkey has built
most of, is harmful to Iraq because it will affect the flow of water as well as its quality. The Turkish
officials are ignoring demands (by Iraq and Syria) to hold meetings to agree on sharing the waters of
the Euphrates,”. He says a joint committee comprising Iraq, Syria and Turkey had held 16 meetings
since its inception in 1980 but had reached no agreement on sharing the waters because of Turkish
objections.

-- Iraqi leaders issue a statement that they have discussed Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz’s recent
visit to New York and accuse the US of interfering in internal Iraqi affairs. The statement follows
meeting chaired by President Saddam Hussein, also says that Iraq would hold further discussions on the
standoff between Iraq and UNSCOM.

98-10-14:  The Security Council announces that intends to ask Iraq about the Iraqi Air force document requested
by UNSCOM  inspectors on how many chemical shells and bombs Iraq used in its 1980-1988 war
against Iran, diplomats said on Wednesday. The document, discovered by weapons inspectors in July,
provides the details of the types of bombs and rockets that Iraq says were used to deliver chemical and
biological agents. Butler had requested the document after it was discovered in July during a survey of
Iraqi Air Force headquarters. Security Council diplomats again asked Oil Minister Amir Muhammad
Rasheed for the document in October, when he traveled with Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz to New
York. Rasheed sated that Aziz had the document but that Secretary-General Annan had not requested to
see the document during the meeting with Aziz.
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98-10-15: Security Council President Jeremy Greenstock of Britain summons Iraqi Ambassador Nizar Hamdoon
for a meeting to remind him that Baghdad has an obligation to turn the document over to UN weapons
inspectors. After the meeting, Hamdoon tells reporters that the document has nothing to do with Iraq’s
disarmament and will only be turned over as part of a “comprehensive review” of sanctions.

98-10-16: The Iraqi paper al-Thawra accuses US of plotting against Saddam, and says the Iraqi leadership is
studying how to counter a US “conspiracy” aimed at overthrowing President Saddam Hussein. “The
leadership of the party and revolution continue to study the forms of conspiracy hatched against Iraq by
the American government. The American conspiracy against Iraq is a declared policy for which a
number of (US) State Department officials and CIA agents have been recruited.”

Colonel Alaa Hussein Ali al-Jabour, leader of the so-called Provisional Free Government of Kuwait that
was announced following Iraq’s invasion, defects from Iraq and is given refugee status in Turkey

98-10-17: Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz asks Secretary-General Annan to order an investigation into
alleged links between weapons inspectors disarming Baghdad and hostile states “I demand from your
excellency to take necessary measures against those personnel of the commission in addition to an
official investigation Continuation of such serious practices and not taking deterrent measures to put an
end to them would compel Iraq to take appropriate measures to protect its security and sovereignty, “I
remind you that we already drew the attention to the unprofessional conduct of Scott Ritter which was
not in compliance with the conduct of an international official working under the banner of the UN.”

98-10-18: The Iraq-based Mujahideen Khalq Iranian opposition group says that Iranian agents had tried to blow up
a bus carrying a number of its members on a road north of Baghdad.

Iraqi Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan tells Turkish State Minister Mehmet Batalli that
improvements in relations depend on Ankara taking a “political decision, that should be taken away
from foreign pressure.”

98-10-19: Amir Abdalla Khalil, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) representative in Iraq says  a lack
of fertilizers, agricultural machinery and seeds prevents Iraq from growing the food it needs.  “In spite
of the implementation of the memorandum of understanding since 1996, malnutrition has remained a
serious problem throughout the whole country.” He quotes a recent survey by UN agencies working in
Iraq, said malnutrition and lack of medicines had shown the death toll among children under five was
around 5, 000 a month. Iraq imported 70 percent of its food needs before 1990. Under sanctions it
launched a big drive for self-sufficiency. Khalil says, however, that agriculture is “deteriorating due to
the spread of pests such as sunpest, dubas, humaira and red spider mite as well as the spread of animal
diseases.” He quotes a recent FAO report saying that Iraqi wheat production had decreased to 1.06
million tons in 1997 from 1.24 million tons in 1995, and rice production had declined from 244,000
tons from 315,000 tons in 1995. Iraq suffered a sharp decrease in the number of livestock. The total
number of animals fell from 15 million in 1990 to nine million in 1997, it said. The FAO also said that
Baghdad lacked weed killers and its fleet of 28 helicopters for spraying insecticides was grounded at a
vital time by lack of spare parts.

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) reports that “President Saddam Hussein briefed the ministerial cabinet
on the results of a series of joint meetings (of a comprehensive review) which the Revolution Command
Council and Iraq’s Command of the Arab Baath Socialist Party had held before.” News of the meeting
came as a UN official in Baghdad said that the Prakash Shah had met with  Deputy Prime Minister
Tariq Aziz and Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf to try to resolve a two-month-long
standoff between Iraq and UN weapons inspectors. Sudad Mohammed, of the Iraqi National Monitoring
Directorate accuses US member of a UN team of spying during an inspection of Iraqi weapons of mass
destruction. “During a routine inspection made by UN monitors, an American inspector took photos of a
missile warhead despite that his camera does not carry a UN tag. This proves once again that they are
collecting information irrelevant to their work. They are wearing UN hats but they are working to
parties hostile to Iraq,”.

98-10-20: The Iraqi News Agency (INA) prints a letter from Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf to
the Secretary General stating that, I “Iraq draws the attention of members of the Security Council to a
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list of American violations of international law in dealing with Iraq.” The list included the two no-fly
zones in southern and northern Iraq imposed by the US-led coalition in 1991 and 1993 respectively, as
well as three missile and air attacks on Iraq following the 1991 Gulf War, US support for Iraq’s
opposition groups, and the recent allocation of about $100 million for these organizations to topple the
Iraqi government. “These were the grave, illegitimate and illegal acts which should be seriously and
responsibly discussed by the Council. Acts like those pose a threat to the international peace and
security besides threatening Iraq’s security and sovereignty. Hesitating to take firm measures against the
government of the US pursuant to the UN Charter and the international law would mean that the
Security Council has abandoned its responsibilities. This would subsequently lead to an American
continuation in implementing grave hostile policies...thus leading to a total loss of confidence in the
credibility of the Security Council and the UN.”

-- The Iraqi press publishes a summary of a thesis by Odai Hussein that concludes that the US will lose its
position as the world’s only superpower by the year 2015, and that Gulf War led to a drop in
Washington’s power because eight years after UN sanctions were imposed on Iraq, Baghdad still can
defy American dictates.

98-10-30: The UN Security Council completes work on a plan to review Iraq’s bid to get 8-year-old sanctions
against it lifted, provided Baghdad resumes cooperation with arms inspectors. It divides, however, over
two different views of whether trade sanctions would be lifted if Iraq complies with all UN requirements
dealing with weapons of mass destruction. France, Russia and China and chief weapons inspector
Richard Butler say they would be. The US says compliance with arms demands is but one of several
criteria for lifting some sanctions, such as the ban on oil exports. The US says Iraq also has to return
stolen Kuwaiti property, account for missing Kuwaiti prisoners and compensate for its damage to the
environment as a result of the invasion of Kuwait, as well as other demands. The Security Council had
adopted resolution 687 after an American-led coalition drove Iraqi troops from Kuwait. Paragraph 22 in
this document indicated that  said the oil embargo could be lifted once Iraq complied with weapons
demands. Within months, however, the US took the stand that paragraph 22 could not be read in
isolation. It said complying with weapons demands was not enough to get the oil embargo lifted. Russia,
China and France attempted to put into the Annan letter language on paragraph 22 that would have
committed the council to lifting the oil embargo if Iraq complied with all weapons demands. But the US
refused, leaving the Council divided on its own criteria for getting sanctions lifted. Some legal experts
say the complicated resolution could support the US position of removing all sanctions at once or
leaving them all in place until demands are met, but note that no Council member, including the US,
expressed to this interpretation when the document was first adopted.

Iraq states it will suspend all cooperation with UN weapons inspectors, effective immediately, until its
chief weapons inspector Richard Butler is fired and the eight-year embargo lifted. Iraq, had already
suspended cooperation with on-site UN weapons inspections on August 5, and takes the decision during
a joint meeting of the Revolutionary Command Council and the ruling Baath Party chaired by Iraq’s
President Saddam Hussein.   “Iraq has broken off all cooperation with UNSCOM and its chief and
stopped all its activities in Iraq, including the monitoring operations as from today and the Security
Council must take radical decisions such as firing UNSCOM chief Richard Butler.” The text of Iraq’s
statement says that, “. Lifting sanctions is a great national humanitarian mission. Iraq has dealt with the
Security Council resolutions since they were issued and complied with all related resolutions, although
they were unjust. But this bitter experience, which lasted eight years, has proved that America and its
agents are controlling issues connected to this problem, moving it with a clear target that is harming
Iraq and the Arab nation. Iraq has been tolerant, patient, dealt diplomatically with all attempts and
communications which were supposed to lead to the lifting of sanctions. But the sanctions were not
lifted. Events this year have exposed two additional dangerous facts. The first is the American lies about
the presidential sites, which almost led to a destructive war. The second is the dirty game that was
played by the Special Commission and its head in cooperation with America about the VX claims.
When the truth came out through neutral laboratories in France and Switzerland, the head of the
commission did not admit the fact but kept requesting of Iraq more explanations with the intention of
prolonging and misleading. No act was taken against (UNSCOM chief Richard) Butler, which should
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have been taken because of his lies and playing with facts…The joint meeting decided to halt all kinds
of dealings with the Special Commission and its chief and stop all their activities inside Iraq, including
the monitoring starting from today. This does not include the International Atomic Energy Agency.
They can continue their monitoring work as per the leadership decision on August 5 as long as these
activities are done independently of the Special Commission.”

-- US-sponsored Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) begins broadcasting two new services into
Iraq and Iran.

-- John Mills, UN spokesman for Iraqi humanitarian program, reports that Iraq is holding up its
contracts for badly needed spare parts for its oil industry. His report shows that  105 spare parts
contracts worth $86 million have been approved since July but many of had not been activated. Iraq
only sent out letters of credit for 27 of these contracts, worth $46 million. Of this amount contracts
amounting up to $20 million were issued to firms in France, followed by China with $9.8 million and
Germany with $8.4 million, according to the documents.

 - Syrian Industry Minister Ahmed Nezamuldin arrived in Baghdad on Saturday for talks on expanding
economic cooperation between the two countries.

98-10-31: The Security Council calls an emergency session to discuss Iraq’s announcement it was halting all
dealings with most UN arms inspectors. The UN Security Council unanimously condemns Iraq’s
decision to cut off all dealings with UN weapons inspectors and demanded that Baghdad rescind the
decision immediately and unconditionally. “Members considered this decision a flagrant violation of
relevant Council resolutions and of the Memorandum of Understanding signed between the Secretary-
General and the Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq. Members demanded that the Iraqi leadership must
rescind immediately and unconditionally today’s decision, as well as the decision of August 5, to limit
cooperation with UNSCOM and the International Atomic Energy Commission (IAEA), as previously
demanded by the Council in its (resolution) 1193 and must resume immediate, complete and
conditional cooperation with the Special Commission and the IAEA. Once Iraq has rescinded its
decisions and has re-established full cooperation with the Special Commission and the IAEA, members
remain ready, as clearly reaffirmed in the October 30 letter from the President of the Council to the
Secretary-General, to implement a comprehensive review of Iraq’s compliance with its obligations
under all relevant resolutions. This decision by Iraq has delayed that prospect…Today’s announcement
from Baghdad and also the continuing restrictions on the work of the IAEA are deeply disturbing. In
the coming days, the Council will remain actively seized of this matter in order to ensure the full
implementation of the relevant resolutions and  secure peace and security in the region.”

-- Ambassador Nizar Hamdoon says that UN inspectors might as well withdraw from Iraq because there
was little left for them to do. He also says Iraq wanted Secretary-General Annan “to get more involved
and more active on this issue, because we trust him.” But Hamdoon says Iraq had been disappointed by
the Security Council meeting which decided on guidelines for a comprehensive review of its relations
with Baghdad once it cooperated with inspectors again. “That had a major impact on the Iraqi
reaction…the Americans made it clear the review is not about lifting sanctions.

-- The head of the UN monitoring unit in Baghdad is called in by the Iraqi authorities, and told
UNSCOM cannot not do any more monitoring but Iraq is not going to expel the inspectors from the
country,” chief UN spokesman.

98-11-1: Iraq rejects the Security Council statement condemning its decision to halt cooperation with UN
weapons inspectors, and says it would not back down.

-- Iraq allows inspections by the International Atomic Energy Agency, but other weapons inspections
were stopped after Iraq broke off all cooperation, a UN spokeswoman said.

-- Iraq and Iran agree to set up s committees to develop trade and economic cooperation between the
two countries.

- Russia states that it is concerned by Iraq’s decision to halt cooperation with the UN and urges Iraq to
reconsider its move.
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-- Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz meets a Russian team headed by  the ultra-nationalist
Vladimir Zhirinovsky,

-- Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz says, “We are not gambling and we are not seeking
confrontation… If the Security Council is serious about lifting the sanctions, if the Security Council is
serious about restructuring UNSCOM and about creating a real international, cooperational, honest
body to deal with the question of disarmament and to follow up the monitoring mission, OK. In
principle we are not against implementing UN resolutions. We are not against working with the
international body for the purpose of disarmament. If they change their position and they give Iraq its
rights by reducing and lifting the sanctions we will immediately resume cooperation. (UNSCOM) “is a
subsidiary organ of the Mossad and the CIA. UNSCOM is not an honest impartial professional
international agency. It’s an instrument in the hands of the CIA and the Mossad.”

-- Butler says Aziz’s contentions are ‘nonsense’ and that if Iraq were to fully cooperate, the weapons
monitoring would quickly end. You are quite close to getting towards the end of most of the
disarmament issues. Secondly you know exactly what we need: the truth. You own it. You can give it to
us. We will be objective. We will get the job of verification done and get to the end of this if you
cooperate. That’s a true and clear promise. I have to respond I think to the point where the deputy prime
minister says that my organization somehow works for the US or Israeli intelligence. This is nonsense.
If that’s the seriously contended point, leading to restructuring of UNSCOM, then I fear the worst
because it rests on contentions that are simply not true.”

-- President Clinton says Iraq’s decision to suspend cooperation with UN arms inspectors put it in “clear
violation” of its commitments to the UN and of UN Security Council resolutions.

-- US Secretary of Defense William Cohen warns Iraq that it could face military attack if Baghdad does
not return to compliance with UN arms inspections. “I think everybody is getting weary of dealing with
(Iraq President) Saddam Hussein,” He says the US prefers that any action against Iraq be taken in
concert with the UN and allies, but that unilateral attack by US forces “has always been an option that
we could pursue.”

-- 30 countries take part in the Baghdad International Fair that opened Sunday, billed as the largest in
Iraq since the 1991 Gulf War.

98-11-2: Iraq allows teams from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to inspect sites for the second
successive day.

-- Iraq’s parliament supports a decision to stop cooperating with a UN disarmament commission. The
250-member National Assembly votes to end cooperation until the sanctions are lifted and the UN
commission is overhauled.   The vote comes after Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz says Iraq won’t
back down from its decision to stop cooperating with the UN disarmament commission, even if
threatened with military strikes.  “We are not afraid of any reaction or threats. There is no situation
worse than the present one.”

-- Britain and Germany on Monday call on Iraq to comply with UN resolutions. The new German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder says, “I must underline that it is not a matter of a conflict between the
US and Iraq. Iraq is violating decisions of the international community, decisions of the Security
Council,” he said. That is the reason why Germany will support the decisions of the Security Council,
the current ones and possible future ones.”

-- Swiss officials s prolong a November 5 deadline for Barzan al-Tikriti, Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein’s
half brother, to leave the country amid intense speculation on his future.

-- Iraq allows UN technicians to change video cassettes on a surveillance camera, although UN officials
said it didn’t represent a significant change in Baghdad’s decision to stop cooperating with weapons
inspectors.

-- Iraq announces it is considering asking the UN to extend the current oil-for-food plan until it reaches
its $5.25 billion target rather than re-negotiate the entire program. The program, which expires on Nov.
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25, allows Baghdad to sell up to $5.25 billion worth of oil over six months in order to buy food,
medicine and other necessities. Low crude oil prices mean Iraq is only expected to sell about $3 billion
worth in the six months ending on Nov. 6.

Richard Butler calls the new standoff with Iraq the most serious confrontation with the UN to date, and
says his teams could no longer carry out any meaningful operations in a letter to Security Council
President Peter Burleigh of the US, Butler reports Iraq had permitted inspectors from his UN Special
Commission (UNSCOM) to maintain surveillance cameras by changing tapes. It also permitted
maintenance work on the commission’s L-100 transport planes. but he says such activities are, “by
themselves, minor in terms of providing credible monitoring. The commission is not in a position to
provide the council with any level of assurances regarding Iraq’s compliance with its obligations not to
re-establish proscribed activities.”

98-11-3 Nizar Hamdoon, Iraq’s ambassador to the UN, says he believes there is no support in the Gulf for military
action against Baghdad in its latest standoff with the international community over weapons
inspections.

- China urges Iraq to drop its opposition to UN’ weapons inspections and for a review of UN Security
Council sanctions against Baghdad.

-- The UN Security Council’s 661 sanctions committee approves 36 more contracts for spare parts to
repair Iraq’s sanctions-hit oil industry, a UN report said on Tuesday. Up to this time, 111 contracts
worth $88 million for spare parts for the oil industry had been approved. Another 78 contracts worth
$39 million were on hold or were sent back to suppliers for more information. Most of the contracts on
hold are due to American objections. This committee now approves 36 new contracts for the supply of
spare parts and equipment for Iraq’s oil industry,” it said. The value of these contracts is $15, 468,813
bringing the total approvals for the oil sector to $87.9 million. The contracts are with firms from China,
Denmark, France, the Netherlands, United Arab Emirates, Turkey and Switzerland, Italy and Jordan.
They range from pipeline to pump spare parts.

-- US Defense Secretary William Cohen flies to London to discuss the Iraqi crisis with his counterparts
Britain’s George Robertson and France’s Alain Richard. Cohen warns that “all options remain open”
for ending the Iraqi blockade of arms inspections. A British Defense Ministry spokeswoman says that
the defense ministers agreed that the decision by Iraq to end cooperation with the UN special
commission on disarmament was “unacceptable” and breached his pledge at the beginning of the year
to UN Secretary General Annan, and that Iraq r “must comply with the agreement or face the
consequences.” The spokeswoman says they  agreed that they preferred a diplomatic solution “but we
can’t rule out a military option. The international community’s patience with Saddam isn’t infinite.”
They also said they “can’t look at lifting” trade sanctions in place against Iraq since the end of the Gulf
War until Saddam complies fully with UN recommendations on disarmament and full cooperation with
the inspectors.

-- British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook states it to Parliament that Iraq “appears to be gambling that
the world will grow weary of his constant evasion and his repeated confrontation. ... We must remain
ready and resolute to prove him wrong.” We want to find a diplomatic solution, but we have always
made clear that all options remain open.

- A US force of 21 warships and 174 aircraft is now in the Gulf region, and the US says is sufficient for
any military action against Iraq over UN arms inspections, the US said Tuesday.

-- Secretary Cohen heads for the Gulf to discuss the crisis with the leaders of friendly states in the
region. US officials warns that the US has no intention of continuing a costly cycle of building up, then
drawing down, forces around Iraq with each new face-off, and that the large number of cruise missiles
would suffice along with ability to quickly insert additional forces in a major emergency.

-- France recalls its representative in Baghdad for consultations, saying Iraq’s decision to end
cooperation with UN weapons inspectors would lead to its “total isolation.” Foreign Minister Hubert
Vedrine writes to Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz and says Iraq’s decision is “serious,” and said
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it aggravates an already tense situation. “France does not understand this attitude which assuredly will
not aid Iraq in getting sanctions lifted,.” He asks Iraq to reverse its position “without delay.”

-- Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd meets with Secretary Cohen in Riyadh. A Saudi official says that, “The
Saudi leadership conveyed to Cohen its total refusal to have Saudi territory used as a springboard for
striking Iraq.”

98-11-4: Secretary Cohen arrives in Kuwait to discuss measures needed to force Iraq to meet UN arms inspection
demands.. Colonel Ahmed Rahnali, director of national guidance in the Kuwaiti army, says, “Kuwait is
not a party to the dispute between the UN and Iraq, but it urges for peace on all international forums.”
Cohen goes on to Bahrain and Qatar

-- Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd told Cohen, during yesterday’s meeting in Riyadh, that he won’t let Saudi
territory be used “as a springboard” for US attacks on Iraq, Deutsche Press Agentur and the Associated
Press reported, citing a Saudi official who spoke on condition of anonymity.

-- The Russian Foreign Ministry states it “will do everything it can do” to “prevent military action,” and
that “any unilateral moves” would only worsen the situation and would have “unpredictable
consequences.”

-  Russian Communist leader Gennady Zyuganov tells the Duma that, “I was in Iraq and I spoke to
many specialists. They have no weapons of mass destruction. The (UN weapons inspection) commission
is continuing only so as to carry out spying activities. They are breaking all norms of ethics and
international law.” The US is behaving like a “Big Rambo, that can dictate to the world its norms of
behavior. In real life it never turns out as well as it does in films.”

-- French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine says that, “We can’t see any country that understands what’s
going on or understands what the Baghdad regime is seeking, especially at a time when the Security
Council had adopted a more open position. There is complete agreement in the Security Council—
including us, of course, but also the Russians and the Chinese—to tell the Iraqis they’re going in
completely the wrong direction. It “is a decision that nobody can support…And just when the Security
Council was moving a bit towards the French position, inexplicably, Iraqi authorities—at the highest
level, I think—decide to break off that cooperation,” he said.

-- European Union defense ministers warned Iraq that its refusal to cooperate is causing a “serious
crisis” and may provoke “the most severe consequences.” The first informal meeting of all 15 EU
defense ministers to discuss defense cooperation outside of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
include traditionally neutral states such as Austria, Finland, Ireland and Sweden.

-- Kurdistan Democratic Party leader Massoud Barzani says Turkey has little to fear from attempts to
create a Kurdish anti-Baghdad front in northern Iraq, and that it does not seek a Kurdish “statelet” that
could encourage separatism in Turkey.

-- Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit states that Iraq’s refusal to cooperate with the UN is a
cause of concern to Ankara and the Kurds of northern Iraq.

- - Egyptian President Mubarak sends a message to Iraqi President Saddam Hussein on the standoff
between Iraq and the UN, but no details are reported about the message.

98-11-5: - Iraqi newspapers attack on a draft UN resolution demanding that Baghdad stop blocking inspections by
UN weapons experts, saying Iraq would not back down, and dismiss Secretary Cohen’s visit to the Gulf
as a failure..

- The Security Council condemns Iraq’s decision to stop cooperating with UN inspections as a “flagrant
violation” of its disarmament obligations and calls for an immediate and unconditional reversal. The
vote on the British drafted resolution is a unanimous 15-0, with no abstentions, reinforcing the
Council’s message to Iraq. The text notes, “with alarm the decision of Iraq on 31 October 1998 to cease
cooperation with the UN Special Commission, and its continued restrictions on the work of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).” It states the Security Council is determined, “to ensure
immediate and full compliance by Iraq without conditions or restrictions with its obligations under
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resolution 687 (1991) of 3 April 1991 and the other relevant resolutions.” It reaffirms its, “readiness to
consider, in a comprehensive review, Iraq’s compliance with its obligations under all relevant
resolutions once Iraq has rescinded its above mentioned decision and its decision of 5 August 1998 and
demonstrated that it is prepared to fulfil all its obligations, including in particular on disarmament
issues, by resuming full cooperation with the Special Commission and the IAEA consistent with the
Memorandum of Understanding signed by the Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq and the Secretary-General
on 23 February 1998 (S/1998/166), endorsed by the Council in resolution 1154 (1998).” The resolution,
“condemns the decision by Iraq of 31 October 1998 to cease cooperation with the Special Commission
as a flagrant violation of resolution 687 (1991) and other relevant resolutions; demands that Iraq
rescind immediately and unconditionally the decision of 31 October 1998, as well as the decision of 5
August 1998, to suspend cooperation with the Special Commission and to maintain restrictions on the
work of the IAEA, and that Iraq provide immediate, complete and unconditional cooperation with the
Special Commission and the IAEA;

-- British UN Ambassador Sir Jeremy Greenstock says, “It is well established that the authorization to
use force given by the Security Council in 1990 may be revived if the council decides that there has
been a sufficiently serious breach of the conditions laid down by the council for the cease-fire. In the
resolution we have just adopted, the council has condemned the Iraqi decision to cease all cooperation
as a flagrant violation of its obligations “So Mr. President, this resolution sends a clear message to Iraq:
resume cooperation now.”

-- The Baath Party paper r al-Thawra says, “Whatever the British draft resolution and whatever its final
shape, Iraq will not retreat from its decision unless the Security Council responds to Iraq’s legitimate
rights.

- - President Clinton calls Iraq’s latest defiance of UN resolutions “totally unacceptable” and warns that
military force is an option.

-- Secretary Cohen says he found the Gulf Arab states “united in their condemnation” of Iraq’s position,
after visiting. Britain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, the United Arab Emirates, Egypt
and Jordan.

- Jordan’s Crown Prince Hassan tells US Defense Secretary William Cohen that military strikes against
Iraq could undermine regional stability.

-- UNSCOM announces it will withdraw 26 people from Iraq out of a permanent staff of about 120
people.

-- Japan warns Iraq that the international community will not lift sanctions on it unless Baghdad
complies with UN inspections of suspected weapons sites.

98-11-6: Abdul-Ghani Abdul-Ghafur, a senior member of the regional command of the ruling Baath party, says
Iraq will not rescind its decision unless the UN Security Council seriously examines the lifting of the
trade sanctions in force since Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait. “America and Britain have imposed a
new resolution in order to inflict more harm against the Iraqi people and to prolong the unjust embargo.
Iraq will not retreat from its decision unless there is a clear response (from the Security Council) to
Iraq’s legitimate demand to lift the unjust embargo.”

-- Foreign Secretary Robin Cook says that Britain is working on measures to enforce UN economic
sanctions more effectively by tackling oil smuggling by Baghdad to sustain Saddam’s security forces
and buy luxuries for its elite. Industry experts estimate Iraq exports up to 120,000 barrels a day, mainly
of diesel oil, through Iran, Turkey and Jordan. It has also been discussing a route through Syria. The
proceeds of the smuggling go directly to Saddam Hussein and his family, bypassing UN supervision,
unlike the revenue from crude exported officially through an oil-for-food program to buy food and
medicines for the civilian population. The may be worth up to $250 million a year. from the scam,
about half of the highest Western government estimates. Turkey had imposed a $79 per truck tax in
July. Turkish officials estimated the number of vehicles crossing per day has fallen to an average of 500
from a peak of 1,500. Iraq also is smuggling of bunker fuel through Iranian territorial waters using
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barges that carry Iraqi diesel oil sailed down the Shatt al-Arab waterway, along Iranian coastal waters
and across the Gulf to Dubai. About half of the illegal Iraqi exports got via the Iranian route.

-- Russia reaffirms its opposition to the use of force against Iraq.

-- The US states that military means remained an option to make Baghdad comply with UN demands on
arms inspections. National Security Council spokesman David Leavy said the US believed it already
had “all the necessary authority” under previous UN resolutions to launch military action if Clinton
decided to do so.

-- British sources report that Foreign Secretary Robin Cook wants to continue to use diplomacy. “It is
his view that there will be a couple of weeks at least of diplomatic activity. We seek a diplomatic
solution.” But we are not ruling out the use of force, if that is necessary to bring Saddam into
compliance with UN Security Council resolutions.”.

98-11-7: US warns its citizens in the Gulf against possible anti-American attacks as Western powers and
regional allies weighed the option of military strikes against Iraq. “US citizens traveling or residing
abroad should be aware that tensions have increased.”

-- Eight Arab foreign ministers from the Southern Gulf states and Egypt warn Iraq that it does not have
their support and must comply with the terms of the UN resolutions.

-- Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh says Iraq is ready for any military confrontation with the
US: “We do not fear any military strike. We are ready to confront any military strike.”

-- Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov stresses Russia’s desire to resolve the Iraqi crisis by diplomatic
means in talks with a top Palestinian official and with Arab ambassadors

-- Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat sends a message urging Iraqi President Saddam Hussein not to give
the US an excuse for military strikes against Baghdad.

98-11-8: President Clinton meets with his top security advisers, but officials say no decision is made on
whether to use military force against President Saddam Hussein.

-- Secretary General Annan appeals to Iraq to rescind its decision to stop cooperating with UN
inspectors.

--The UN says fifteen arms monitors will leave Iraq on Monday and Wednesday.

-- Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal says his country wanted the t crisis between
Iraq and the UN settled by diplomacy not military action. “We prefer a diplomatic solution of the crisis.
No one wishes evil on the Iraqi people. But, the responsibility in this issue falls completely on the Iraqi
leadership. We think we express the wish of all Arab people which is that the Iraqi leadership bear its
responsibilities and go back on its decision.”

--  About 25,000 Turkish troops, supported  by planes and helicopters, move into northern Iraq to fight
Kurdish rebels in the PKK.

-- British Defense Secretary George Robertson flies into Kuwait and says the military capability is
already in place for Western attacks on Iraq, and warns Saddam Hussein that the crisis would not be
allowed to drift into 1999. “He (Saddam) would be very foolish to underestimate either our political will
or our military capability.”

98-11-9: Baghdad condemns Turkey for launching a new military operation into northern Iraq against Kurdish
separatist guerrillas.

-- The ruling Baath party newspaper al-Thawra says that, “Iraq will not lose anything if the American
administration fulfils its (military) threats but America will be the loser. After this (US) arrogance,
oppression and tyranny, Iraq has no option but to re-assess all its relations with the Special Commission
and the Security Council.”
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-- The CIA releases a report warning that, Iraq could rebuild its chemical and biological arsenals if
international arms inspections ceased, the CIA said Monday as the Clinton administration prepared
options on the latest standoff. It states that Iraq has “the capability to quickly resurrect weapons of mass
destruction production absent UN sanctions.”

-- Five teams of inspectors from International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) monitor Iraq's suspected
nuclear weapons sites.

-- Twenty UNSCOM monitors have left Iraq since Baghdad's decision to halt cooperation, and 10 more
are due to leave in the next few days.

98-11-10: President Clinton discusses military options with senior Defense Department officials Among
those at the meeting are Secretary of Secretary William Cohen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Gen. Henry Shelton, and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright.

-- Babel accuses Turkey of pursuing territorial ambitions inside Iraq and following a hostile US policy.
“Instead of trying to help restore the central authority in the north of Iraq, they pursue a direction very
near to that of American policy (against Iraq)…Turkey would be one of the tools that would be used
against the Iraqi people, history and leadership.”

98-11-11: Richard Butler orders the UNSCOM inspection staff out of Iraq. More than 100 inspectors and support
personnel head for Bahrain. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) says it is removing its
immediately as a precautionary measure. Several UN humanitarian staff operating Iraq's oil-for-food
program leave Baghdad for Jordan

-- Iraq attacks the GCC states for allowing visits by the US and British defense ministers, and a-
Qadissiya has a front page editorial asking, How is it that Arab states allow and provide entry visas to a
Zioniests like Cohen to issue threats against Iraq?”

-- Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Henry Shelton says, “As of today, no decision has been made...
All options remain on the table…I would say that Saddam Hussein has been given adequate warning.
He has in fact failed to live (up) to his commitments ... We have seen very strong resolve on the part of
the UN. They are telling him that he needs to honor these commitments and I think that alone should
serve as enough warning for Saddam Hussein… As we have said in the past, the ball is in Saddam's
court. He is the one that made the commitments after he was defeated in the Gulf War in 1991 ... and
we expect him to do that to honor his commitments.”

-- The US announces it will deploy additional warplanes, including F-117A stealth fighters, to the Gulf.
The force will include Air Expeditionary Force of about 50 attack and support jets as well as several
radar-avoiding stealth fighters.

-- Khalid Shahab al-Douri, head of the Arab and Foreign Relations at the Iraqi parliament, says that
Iraq has not expelled the UN. “We have not expelled them and if they have left it is something left to
them to decide. We hope that a strike will not take place, but if it happens we will defend ourselves and
our country.”

98-11-12: Eight Arab foreign ministers (Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and the UAE)
declare that Iraq would be ``held responsible for any consequences" from its stopping the work of UN
inspectors. “The Iraqi government will be solely responsible for all repercussions resulting from its
decision to block U. Special Commission (UNSCOM) from carrying out its inspections transparently.”
Tarqi Aziz replies that``Iraq is not the only country that is targeted. What threatens Iraq threatens the
whole Arab world. The threat today involves everybody...There isn't a single Arab country that will be
spared."

-- German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder urges Iraq to allow UN inspectors to carry out their work in
order to achieve a diplomatic solution to the conflict. “I most strongly urge the Iraqi leadership to fulfill
comprehensively the resolutions of the UN Security Council. Only on this basis is a political solution of
the conflict between Iraq and the international community possible.”
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-- Britain tells its nationals to leave Baghdad as soon as possible and warns that President Saddam
Hussein could make biological weapons within weeks. Prime Minister Tony Blair says, “The next step
is action if he is not prepared to come back into compliance with his word. He has carried on fabricating
evidence, telling lies about his program, attempting to prevent the inspectors doing their work...We
cannot allow such a situation to happen.” Defense Secretary George Robertson returns from a tour of
Kuwait and Bahrain to seek the support of Gulf Arab states, and says, “Saddam has no option left now
but to comply. If he consistently refuses to comply, then military action will have to be the option to be
considered. If he continues to defy world opinion, there will be an inevitability, a sad inevitability about
force being used.”

-- Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz gives a press conference in which he says he sees “ We don't
see any light at the end of the tunnel... There is a tunnel after the tunnel… diplomacy did not bring any
results…The war has been waged on our people since 1991 and it has not stopped...sanctions (are) a
war by itself and it is killing Iraqis…We welcome (Annan) if he would like to come here and we would
not impose any preconditions on that but the main thing is the lifting of sanctions.”

-- US State Department spokesman James Rubin says, ”Clearly Iraq is desperately trying to shift
responsibility for the crisis from its doorstep to the US. That effort is failing completely and totally.”

 -- Secretary Cohen warns Iraq that it is risking ``significant" air strikes in its continuing refusal to
allow arms inspections. “They will be significant should they be carried out.”

-- Sen. Richard Lugar urges the Clinton administration to follow up any strikes on Iraq with a full-
fledged military campaign to remove Saddam Hussein from power.

-- UN says that essential humanitarian missions under the oil-for- food program continue despite the
withdrawal of most UN staff from Baghdad.

- Secretary-General Annan returns and says he has no plans to go to Baghdad because of the Iraq crisis
but needed to consult with the Security Council.

-- Jordan's Prime Minister Fayez al-Tarawnah cancels leave for ministers and warns that the
government would not tolerate public protests against the threat of US strikes against Iraq.

-- US officials state that the US wants Iraqi oil exports to continue under the UN's humanitarian ``oil-
for-food" program and is pushing for a smooth renewal of the scheme in two weeks, even if crisis
appears headed toward a military conflict

-- The Tunisian government urges restraint from all parties and calls on UN Secretary-General Annan
to continue his efforts toward a diplomatic solution.

98-11-13: Secretary-General Annan appealed to Iraq on Friday night to resume cooperating with UN weapons
inspectors but said events on the ground “may be running away from us.”

-- Saddam Hussein makes his first public statement since the latest dispute began and says that nothing
less than a pledge to lift UN sanctions would end the current crisis. Saddam also insists, however, that
he is not trying to create a crisis and would accept “positively any initiative” that would lift the
sanctions.

-- President Clinton denounces Iraq's continued defiance of UN weapons inspections. He warns that
Saddam Hussein can only avert a devastating attack by ending his ban on the searches. Clinton says,
“the Security Council and the world have made it crystal clear now that this is unacceptable. None of us
can tolerate an Iraq free to develop weapons of mass destruction with impunity.”

-- USCENTCOM is given the order to prepare to launch strikes on Iraq on 98-11-13. President Clinton
then orders US military to launch air strike against Iraq on the 14th.

-- The Iraqi Foreign Ministry announces publicly that it is sending a favorable response to a letter from
Secretary General Annan.
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98-11-14: Iraq suddenly agrees to resume unconditional cooperation with UN weapons inspectors and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz's letter to UN
Secretary-General Annan state that the Iraqi leadership has “decided to resume working with the
Special Commission and the IAEA and to allow them to perform their normal duties… not out of fear
of the aggressive American campaign and the threat to commit a new aggression against Iraq, but as an
expression of our feeling of responsibility and in response to your appeal and those of our friends.” He
refers to a letter from Russian President Boris Yeltsin and Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov and
positions taken by China, France and Brazil. The letter indicates that Iraq's goal in its decisions on
August 5 and October 31 was not to sever relations with UNSCOM and IAEA:. “The objective of Iraq is
to end the suffering of its embargoed people and to see the implementation of paragraph 22 of Security
Council Resolution 687 as a first step for lifting the other sanctions.” Aziz refers to an annex to the
letter setting out Iraq's views on the proposed comprehensive review and UNSCOM, said: “If the review
were not to be a mere formality...the adoption of the points we conveyed yesterday, 13/11/1998, to the
Ambassadors of Russia, France and China, a copy of which I enclose herewith, will render the review
serious, fair and fruitful.”  Iraq's position on the comprehensive review, as set out in the annex, also
asks that, “the review to be carried out within a very short time (seven days for example) after the
resumption" of UNSCOM work; Security Council be ready to implement paragraph 22 if the fulfillment
of the requirements of section C of Security Council Resolution 687 is established; and if the Council
feels more work needs to be done, a short period be set for that and in the meantime the Council takes
``measures for lifting or reducing sanctions in proportion to what has been fulfilled of the requirements
of paragraph 22.” The annex also says, “the question of (UNSCOM chief Richard) Butler and the
structure of UNSCOM and its practices are important matters. The Council is to consider them
seriously in order to ensure a good relationship in the future. We hope that this will be done as soon as
possible.”

-- Prakash Shah, the UN envoy to Baghdad, states that., “Iraq accepts to resume cooperation with
UNSCOM and the IAEA inspectors in accordance with Security Council resolutions. No conditions
have been mentioned in this (Iraqi) letter.”. In New York, Annan calls the letter ``positive" and says he
believes it met UN requirements for resolving the latest crisis.

-- Russia's deputy foreign minister Viktor Posuvalyuk praises Iraq's agreement to resume cooperation
with UN weapons inspectors and said Russia played a decisive role in Baghdad's change in position.
“We have read the message from Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz to Secretary-Genera Annan
and we believe that it is clearly written that Iraq agrees to renew the normal work of the special
commission. We believe that this opens a real path for political settlement and correspondingly
eliminates the possibility of using military force.”

-- Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Tang Guoqiang says that, “We hope the Iraqi side will honor its
pledges and sincerely implement all relevant Security Council resolutions. We also call on all relevant
parties to continue political and diplomatic efforts to resolve the weapons inspection crisis as soon as
possible.”

-- US National Security Adviser Sandy Berger issues a statement that says, “The Iraqi letter ... is neither
unequivocal nor unconditional. It is unacceptable.” He makes it clear that the US is still ready to make
armed strikes against Baghdad. “We were poised to take military action and we remain poised to take
military action. He warns that the US demands an unequivocal response from Baghdad. ”What we have
instead is a letter and particularly an annex that's got more holes than Swiss cheese.”.

-- Clinton aborts strike at about 8 a.m. EST (1300 GMT). The President orders a pause in the strike,
and requires the US military to carry it out 24 hours later unless otherwise instructed.

-- Iraq gives the Security Council a two-page letter offering to allow UN inspectors to resume work
along with a two-page annex that the US judged laid down conditions.

-- US National Security Adviser Sandy Berger publicly rejects Iraqi offer shortly after 5 p.m. EST (2200
GMT).



Iraq Crisis: Background Chronology                                    12/4/98                                               Page 105

Copyright Anthony H. Cordesman, all rights reserved.

-- White House receives second letter from Iraq to the Security Council saying its offer to resume
working with UNSCOM was ``unequivocal" at 7:20 p.m. EST (0020 GMT on Sunday).

-- White House receives a third document, a revised version Iraqi letter to Security Council, saying
Baghdad has abandoned its Aug. 5 decision to stop UN field inspections and its Oct.  31 decision to halt
all cooperation with UN inspectors at 9:06 p.m. EST (0206 GMT on Sunday).

-- Clinton has separate telephone consultations with Vice President Al Gore, Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright, Defense Secretary William Cohen, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Director
George Tenet and Gen. Henry Shelton, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Clinton also speaks to
British Prime Minister Tony Blair and French President Jacques Chirac.

-- Iraq assures the Security Council that its letter saying UN  weapons inspectors could return to
Baghdad was “unconditional and unequivocal,” and quite separate from an accompanying annex setting
out Iraqi wishes. The annex had become a major issue and the US and Britain had said it set
unacceptable conditions for the return of the UN weapons teams. Iraqi UN envoy Nizar Hamdoon said
he first informed council president Peter Burleigh of the US orally, and then in a letter, that the annex
``contains the views and preferences of the government of Iraq" on a comprehensive review that the
council had previously agreed to carry out on how far Baghdad had complied with UN resolutions.

--  The ruling Baath party newspaper, al-Thawra, says, “This leadership's decision pulled the rug from
under the feet of the American administration, which has become used to distorting the facts relating to
Iraq and engineering excuses to commit aggression against it. After this victory we should thank our
steadfast people…Victory after victory until we overcome (the sanctions)."

98-11-15:  US National Security Adviser Sandy Berger consults with UN Secretary General Annan to make sure
the White House and the UN have the same understanding of Iraq's promise to comply fully with the
UN weapons inspections.

-- Berger ends talks with Annan at 3 a.m. EST (0800 GMT).

-- Clinton decides to abort second military strike and leaves meeting in the White House West Wing at
about 3:30 a.m. (0830 GMT).

-- Berger calls Shelton to tell him Clinton orders him to abort second strike at a time not disclosed by
US officials.

-- Prime Minister Tony Blair says that the crisis over UN weapons inspectors in Iraq is not over and that
Britain remains ready, willing and able to strike if necessary. ``This is not over until absolute and
unconditional compliance is guaranteed and delivered. Until that we remain on alert.” Blair confirms
that he and President Clinton had authorized the use of force against Baghdad on November 14, before
Iraq sent its letter to the Security Council.

-- Pope John Paul II asks the world to pray for the key figures in the Iraq crisis, asking God to
``illuminate their minds and hearts" so that they end the crisis peacefully.

-- President Clinton gives a TV address in which he announces that Iraq has agreed unconditionally to
allow UN arms inspectors to resume their work in the country, and said the US remained ready to act
militarily pending full compliance. “Last night, Iraq agreed to meet the demands of the international
community to cooperate fully with the UN weapons inspectors. Iraq committed to unconditional
compliance. Iraq has backed down but that is not enough. Now Iraq must live up to its obligations…
Until we see complete compliance we will remain vigilant, keep up the pressure and be ready to act."
The president says Iraq had clarified an earlier letter during the previous night. Clinton makes the US
conditions for halting the use of force clear:  “As I have said since this crisis began, the return of the
inspectors, if they can operate in an unfettered way, is the best outcome, because they have been and
they remain the most effective tool to uncover, destroy and prevent Iraq from rebuilding its weapons of
mass destruction and the missiles to deliver them. Now let me be clear. Iraq has backed down, but that
is not enough. Now Iraq must live up to its obligations. Iraq has committed to unconditionally resume
cooperation with the weapons inspectors. What does that mean? First, Iraq must resolve all outstanding
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issues raised by UNSCOM and the IAEA. Second, it must give inspectors unfettered access to inspect
and to monitor all sites they choose, with no restrictions or qualifications, consistent with the
memorandum of understanding Iraq itself signed with Secretary-General Annan in February.  Third, it
must turn over all relevant documents. Fourth, it must accept all weapons of mass destruction-related
resolutions. Fifth, it must not interfere with the independence or the professional expertise of the
weapons inspectors.” Clinton also calls for a new government in Iraq that was ``committed to peace"
and said the US would intensify efforts toward that aim.

-- Iraq welcomes a peaceful resolution to the crisis. Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh says, “Any
peaceful solution is good.” However, Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan attacks the US during his
address to a celebration in Baghdad to mark the founding of the Iraqi capital. “The leadership of the
(ruling Baath) party and the revolution...has decided to continue efforts with all means to confront the
American threats (and) to lift the siege. We are certain that the complete victory will eventually be on
the side of the people of our (Arab) nation.”

-- Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz reiterates Iraq’s commitment to cooperate with UN
inspections. “We will cooperate. We have a commitment and we respect our commitments…They can
perform their normal work according to the (UN) Security Council resolutions and memorandum of
understanding. We will provide them with all the cooperation according to the Security Council
resolutions and memorandum of understanding.” He also says that, “I have to condemn, strongly, the
statement of President Clinton regarding the plans of his government to overthrow the government of
Iraq…This is a flagrant violation of the (UN) Security Council resolutions as well as international law.”
When he is asked if the crisis is over, he replies that, “I really don't know. I cannot be optimistic and
say 'Yes' and I don't want to be pessimistic and say 'No.' The Security Council is still deliberating on the
matter and I prefer to wait and see what results they will reach.”

-- The Security Council calls on Iraq to cooperate with UN arms inspectors: “Council members
underlined that their confidence in Iraq's intentions needs to be established by unconditional and
sustained cooperation.” The statement also say the Council would undertake a “comprehensive review”
of Iraq's compliance with its resolutions once Secretary-General Annan confirms that “Iraq has returned
to full cooperation.” Baghdad has pushed for the review to begin quickly in hopes it would lead to an
easing or lifting of sanctions. Immediately after the meeting ended chief weapons inspector Richard
Butler said his staff of 103, now in Bahrain, would return to Baghdad on November 17. Benon Sevan,
head of the UN humanitarian program in Iraq, said 151 international relief workers, in Amman, Jordan,
would return on November 18.

98-11-16:  Prime Minister Tony Blair speaks by telephone to President Clinton. A statement is issued saying that,
“The prime minister and the president assessed the situation and agreed on the need to keep up the
military presence and make sure agreements are now delivered.” Blair then tells parliament that, “No
warnings, no wrangling, no negotiations, no last minute letters. The next withdrawal of co-operation
and he will be hit. If there is a next time, I will have no hesitation in ordering the use of force. President
Clinton's position is the same. The US and UK, with far greater international support than ever before,
now have Saddam trapped. I hope other countries, more dubious about the use of force, can now see that
Saddam is moved by a credible threat of force”  Blair says Iraq retains the expertise and equipment to
make more weapons of mass destruction and still possessed a large array of conventional weapons, and
that there are unanswered questions about the purpose of 610 tons of chemicals that could be used in the
production of the nerve gas VX, and of imports of products that could be used in the manufacture of
anthrax bacteria. “Despite UNSCOM, Iraq still has weapons of mass destruction capability. We don't
know precisely how much. They still have the skills, the engineers and the equipment to make more.”
He announces that he had given orders on the morning of November 14 to launch 12 British Royal Air
Force Tornado jets stationed in Kuwait before Iraq backed down.

-- President Bill Clinton warns Saddam Hussein he must comply fully with its promise to allow UN
weapons inspectors unfettered access to do their job:  “The burden of compliance is where it has always
been, with Iraq. Our forces remain strong and ready if he does not."
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-- President Clinton says he'll spend the $97.4 million Congress approved last month to increase the
broadcasts of anti-Hussein Radio Free Iraq and to unite the Iraq's splintered opposition forces. State
Department spokesman James P. Rubin follows up by saying, “We're not going to lose any sleep if
Saddam Hussein suddenly isn't their leader, from whatever reason. No tears will be shed. What we're
going to try to do is engage more deeply with opposition groups, work with the Congress on some of the
ideas that they've had and try to step up our activity with them. Administration officials say the London-
based Iraqi National Congress, an umbrella group for anti-Saddam factions, and two Kurdish groups in
northern Iraq were the first organizations the government planned to work with. Congress had
previously passed the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 in October. The legislation states as US policy the
removal of Saddam's government and authorizes a first installment of up to $97 million in overt
military aid to opposition groups. The Administration and Department of Defense say they do not
expect quick success. National Security Adviser Sandy Berger states, ”This should not be seen as an
overnight enterprise or a quick fix, but as a long-term effort to de-legitimize that regime and bring
about change. At the State Department, Rubin was asked how the administration planned to bring about
a post-Saddam regime. ``We're not promising to bring it about. What we're saying is we're going to
intensify our work. Right now, we're focused on providing political support for the opposition and
Congress has given us the authority and funding to arm the opposition. We don't want any ill-prepared
efforts to lead to a tragic or unnecessary loss of life. So what we're going to try to do is engage more
deeply with opposition groups, work with the Congress on some of the ideas that they've had and try to
step up our activity with them."US Central Command commander Marine Gen. Anthony Zinni had
warned in October that, “We have to be careful what we are doing…It should not be a case where the
end result is just get rid of Saddam. It has to be done in such a way that the sovereignty and integrity of
Iraq remains and that what follows Saddam is a decent government…A weakened, fragmented Iraq is
more dangerous in the long run than a `contained' Saddam, as he is now.”

-- Prime Minister tells parliament that the British government will work with the US ``to improve the
possibility of removing Saddam Hussein altogether. We want to see Iraq governed by a regime other
than that of Saddam Hussein."

 -- State Department spokesman James Rubin gives a briefing on the US estimate of Iraq’s holdings of
weapons of mass destruction:  “There is a large discrepancy between the amount of biological growth
media -- that's the culture in which you grow biological weapons -- procured and the amount of agents
that were or could have been produced.” He states that. Baghdad has not adequately explained where
some 8,000 pounds (3,500 kg) of the material went out of some 68,000 pounds (31,000 kg) of biological
growth media it imported. ”Iraq's accounting of the amount of the agent it produced and the number of
failed batches is seriously flawed and cannot be reconciled on the basis of this full disclosure Iraq has
made. Iraq has reported making 8,800 pounds (four tons) of VX nerve gas, 220,000 pounds (100 tons)
to 330,000 pounds (150 tons) of nerve agents such as Sarin and 1.1 million pounds (500 tons) to 1.32
million pounds (600 tons) of mustard gas. But Rubin says data from UN weapons inspectors indicates
that Iraq may have produced an additional 1.32 million pounds (600-tons) of these agents, divided
evenly among the three. “In other words, these are the differences between what they say they have and
what we have reason to believe they have.” Rubin provides an itemised list of Iraqi weapons already
destroyed under UN supervision, including: 48 operational missiles; 14 conventional missile warheads;
six operational mobile launchers; 28 operational fixed launch pads; 32 fixed launch pads; 30 missile
chemical warheads; other missile support equipment and materials, and a variety of assembled and non-
assembled supergun components. They also include 38,537 filled and empty chemical munitions; 90
metric tons of chemical weapons agent; more than 3,000 metric tons of precursor chemicals; 426 pieces
of chemical weapons production equipment; 91 pieces of related analytical instruments; the entire al-
Hakam biological weapons production facility and a variety of production equipment and materials.

-- US Defense Secretary William Cohen says, .”I think everyone understands that this is the last go-
round as far as Saddam is concerned. I think he has had more than sufficient warning. I don't believe
any additional warning is required. A White House spokesman says, “We remain poised to act if there is
any evidence that Iraq will not honor the unconditional commitments they made over the weekend. The
reconfiguration of forces has enabled us to act quickly and decisively.”
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-- Secretary Cohen announces that the US has halted its force build-up: “We will keep the forces that
are already there for the time being. Those forces that did not yet arrive, will in all probability be
recycled back in the next several days.” Several dozen F-16 and F-15 fighter planes, along with four F-
117 Stealth fighters, halt in Europe instead of heading toward the Gulf as originally planned. The US
holds back a total of 91 of the 105 aircraft the Air Force planned to send to the Gulf. It deployed six F-
117 stealth fighters to Kuwait from Holloman Air Force Base, N.M., instead of the planned 12. Seven of
12 B-52H model bombers arrived on the island of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. The remaining
five are now to stay in the US Twenty-four F-16s and 12 F-15C fighters were diverted to England. Four
of six B-1B bombers arrive in the Gulf. Two will remain in the US Similarly, a Joint Stars surveillance
aircraft deployed to the Gulf is returning home. The Army stops deployment of 3,600 troops from Fort
Stewart, Georgia, and six to nine batteries of Patriot missiles from Fort Bliss, Texas. Each battery
contains about four launchers and 32 missiles. A total of about 4,000 Army troops stand down. Cohen
says these forces will “be ready to go at a moment's notice.” When a second aircraft carrier USS
Enterprise arrives in the Gulf, the one there -- the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower -- is expected to return
home on schedule. The number of aircraft will be about half the 400 US warplanes would be in the Gulf
region the US had planned. More than 170 US aircraft, one aircraft carrier and about two dozen other
ships -- including eight vessels capable of launching Tomahawk cruise missiles -- were already in the
region, and a total of six F-117s Stealth fighters, six B-52 bombers, four B-1 bombers and some support
aircraft, including AWACS surveillance planes, were added during the crisis.

-- The US announces that its military operations in the Persian Gulf aimed at Iraq have cost almost $6.9
billion since 1991. These c costs don't include the lastest deployment of additional bombers, fighters,
and troops.  Costs in fiscal 1998, which ended Sept. 30, are estimated to be $2 billion --primarily
because of the massive military buildup that started in January and lasted until May. The US put two
aircraft battle groups on station in January instead of one and increased troops, airmen, and sailors to
40,000 from about 20,000.  The figures include costs for continual air patrols over Iraq to stop Iraqi
military flights, Tomahawk cruise missile attacks launched twice in 1993 and once in 1996, and major
military deployments of troops in October 1994 and this January. The annual costs include: $346
million in fiscal 1991; $106 million in fiscal 1992; $838.5 million in 1993; $421.8 million in 1994;
$864.3 billion in 1995; $65.2 million in 1996; $739 million in 1997; $2 billion in fiscal 1998, and $849
million so far in fiscal 1999.

-- French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine says he will Washington for an explanation of reports that
Senator John McCain hinted Paris tipped off Iraq about impending American bombing. “The accusation
is shameful and completely idiotic. It is especially outrageous coming from a senator and I will ask
American authorities for explanations.” Vedrine says Iraqi leaders did not need anyone to tip them off
that they would be attacked if they failed to allow UN weapons inspectors back into the country. ``All
they had to do was read any newspaper or watch any television in the world…The US knew that 'France
is their friend and their ally though we do not automatically align ourselves on their positions.” He adds
that France had been in complete agreement with Washington during the last Iraq crisis.

-- Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov and Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan call on Monday
for renewed diplomatic efforts to build on progress in resolving the dispute with Iraq over weapons
inspections,.

-- UN officials say 84 weapons inspectors, out of more than 100 evacuated last week during the US
military build-up, will return to Iraq on November 17, and the rest would follow on November 18.

-- The UN denies a report that Secretary-General Annan disregarded US protests when he appealed last
Friday to Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to rescind his decision not to cooperate with UN weapons
inspectors.

-- The Lloyd’s Register oil for food monitors return to Iraq.-- Syria  condemns what it calls the US
double standard policy and military build-up against Iraq and calls for solving international problems
through dialogue.
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-- Saudi Arabia welcomes the easing of the Iraqi crisis. “The council (of ministers) expressed its
satisfaction at the easing of the crisis between Iraq and the UN.”

-- Former UNSCOM Chief Rolf Ekeus States. “One should be sceptical. It is always prudent to be
sceptical. We have a history of Saddam Hussein making earlier promises... which he broke flatly and
promptly.”

-- The UN reports Iraq must step up its oil exports to meet its contractual commitments by November 25.
Iraq must export at an average of 1.8 million barrels per day in the last 12 days of the program, well
above the 1.49-million-bpd average for the week ending November 13. The four-week average of Iraqi
exports is now 1.78 million bpd. The current six-month period of Iraq oil sales expires on November 25
and Baghdad has not indicated whether it will allow the uninterrupted flow of oil when the current six-
month phase ends. UN officials on Monday said there may be a gap in oil exports of several weeks, but
that the oil sale is expected to continue. The UN announces Iraq has shipped 286.8 million barrels in the
limited oil sale's fourth six-month phase, and has commitments to ship another 21.655 million barrels in
the 12 days from November 14 to November 25. Iraq began the program in December 1996. More than
7.5 million tons of food, about $400 million of medicine and medical supplies, and more than $200
million of agriculture, electricity, water, sanitation and education supplies and equipment have arrived in
Iraq since "oil-for-food" shipments first arrived in March 1997. So far, $2.81 billion of oil has been
shipped in the oil sale's fourth phase. By November 25, this sales level is expected to be between $3.0
billion and $3.1 billion. This is far short of the $5.256 billion Iraq is allowed to sell. The shortfall has
been caused by Iraq's limited exporting capacity and low oil prices. Another possible problem in the
waning days of the oil-for-food program's fourth phase is that more oil has been shipped from Mina al-
Bakr, Iraq, than from Ceyhan, Turkey. The Security Council requires the majority of the oil must be
shipped from Ceyhan. This is to allow Turkey to gain pipeline fees that it has lost since Iraq invaded
Kuwait in August 1990 and the Kirkuk-to-Yumurtalik pipeline was shut. Through last Friday, Nov. 13,
153.705 million barrels had been shipped from the Turkish port and 154.750 million barrels had been
shipped from Mina al-Bakr. Basrah Light crude is shipped from the Iraqi port and Kirkuk crude is
shipped from the Turkish port. The UN's oil-sale overseers -- the international oil marketing experts who
advise the UN on the oil sale -- said that by the time the fourth phase ends on Nov. 25, the volume of
Kirkuk sales will be more than Basrah Light sales. “Just barely 50 percent," said a UN official, who
wished to remain anonymous. In the past, the UN has allowed shortfalls of sales and other discrepancies
to be adjusted in subsequent sales phases.

-- In June, the UN approved the sale of up to $300 million in oil infrastructure equipment, so-called
spare parts, to Iraq. This is funded through Iraqi oil sales. In the week ending Nov. 13, seven ``spare
parts" contracts were approved with the value of $4.6 million. A passenger boat from Russia at $2.5
million was the costliest item approved in the week. The UN has now received requests from Iraq for 324
``spare parts" contracts worth $181.1 million. Of these, the UN Security Council's Iraq sanctions
committee has approved 139 contracts worth $97.5 million and withheld approval for 96 contracts worth
$44.9 million.

98-11-17: UN arms inspectors leave Bahrain for Baghdad after spending six days outside Iraq.

-- Richard Butler tests Iraq’s promises by asking it to turn over two documents, one dealing with
chemical and the other with biological weapons. Amer al- Saadi, adviser to President Saddam Hussein,
says Iraq is willing to discuss  the weapons documents that chief UN arms inspector Richard Butler says
he wants Baghdad to hand over. “We took copies of those documents with us to New York and we were
ready to show them to fair-minded people.”

-- Babel says US threats to bomb Iraq over UN weapons inspections was part of a US campaign to
overthrow President Saddam Hussein's government. “As soon as Iraq foiled this plan, represented in
preparations to launch a large scale savage attack on its people...the tyrant Clinton announced his full
criminal plan to impose his will on the will of the Iraqi people.”

-- The Russian Foreign Ministry says US statements calling for Saddam’s overthrow, “are in direct
contradiction to the norms and principles of international law. (UN) Security Council resolutions must be
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carried out, but it must not be forgotten that they speak of the need to respect Iraq's sovereignty and
political independence. The Iraqi people must decide what government Iraq will have.” The Ministry
softens its statement by referring to ``declarations coming out of Washington" and not mentioning
Clinton by name.

-- Akram al Watri, a foreign ministry advisor, calls for Richard Butler to be reprimanded for acting
without informing the UN Security Council: “Butler withdrew the disarmament experts from Iraq
without reference to the (UN) Security Council, thus overstepping his mandate. He only asked the US'
advice, without referring to the Security Council, and his behavior must be sanctioned'

-- The US made clear Tuesday that economic sanctions against Iraq will not be lifted at the end of a
review of Baghdad's compliance with UN resolutions. Deputy US Ambassador to the UN, Peter Burleigh,
says the US government has always viewed the comprehensive review as just that -- a review of Iraqi
obligations and the many questions it hasn't answered. “We don't see the sanctions lifting as the end
result of the comprehensive review.” Burleigh dismisses Baghdad's suggestion that sanctions should be
lifted incrementally in proportion to Baghdad's compliance.” It's not allowed under the resolutions. And
as far as I know, there's no member of the Council arguing for incremental lifting of sanctions.” Burleigh
says the while the Council has focused on resolutions demanding elimination of weapons, the US
demands Iraq’s full compliance with resolutions calling for an accounting of missing Kuwaitis, and the
return of looted Kuwaiti property and government archives. He says the fate of Kuwaiti prisoners is, “an
extremely important issue.”

-- Iraq's UN Ambassador Nizar Hamdoon said Tuesday night that Baghdad believes it will be able to
convince the Security Council that it has meet ``the bulk of the requirements" in the resolutions. ``If the
comprehensive review comes up with a conclusion that Iraq has done so, the sanctions obviously and
logically should be lifted. The Council may well decide at the end of the comprehensive review to lift the
sanctions partially.” Hamdoon denies Iraq has any prisoners of war and said Iraq is cooperating on the
matter.

98-11-18: The UNSCOM Baghdad Monitoring and Verification Center resumes its activities, and resumes
inspections. UN weapons experts resumed inspections in Iraq for the first time in three months testing
the Iraq government's promise of full co-operation

-- Foreign Office minister Derek Fatchett announces that he will meet with representatives of 15 Iraqi
dissident groups against Saddam Hussein will meet their representatives Monday to urge a common line,
but a British government official said ministers aren't planning at the moment to match money being put
up by the US which has pledged $97 million for the opposition parties. A Foreign Office spokesman says
Britainwill encourage the opposition groups to combine and present proposals for a democratic
alternative in Iraq. He said, ``it's not a question of providing money or weapons at this stage/”.

-- Oil prices in London dropped to their lowest levels in a decade as traders judge no new Iraqi crisis is
imminent. Brent oil for January delivery falls 30 cents, or 2.6 per cent to $11.43 a barrel. In New York,
December delivery crude falls 37 cents to $12.45 a barrel.

-- Richard Butler says that before the most recent crisis with Iraq, the country had moved close to
complying with UN mandates on its chemical weapons and illegal missiles, but the area of biological
weapons remained a ``black hole." He says UNSCOM had destroyed a substantial portion of Iraq's
chemical weapons and made a pretty good account of illegal missiles, but that the the same could not be
said of biological weapons. He said much more information was needed in the biological area, and he
had asked Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz for a fresh start. “I wrote to him today, following last
weekend's crisis ... saying 'Start again. Give us a whole new answer on biology. Break the habit of a
lifetime and tell us the truth…But it's also, I think, been made very clear that if they lie to us again, if
they seek to obstruct again, there may well be military action.” Butler says a report a `concealment
committee headed by Aziz, designed to cheat UN inspections is “substantially true” and he had asked
Aziz for an explanation on his last trip to Baghdad and in a new letter. “Everyone's nightmare about this
system is the cheater .... and the paradigm case of this is Saddam Hussein's Iraq. The UN asked Iraq to
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declare the truth to us about its weapons within 15 days; 2,600 days later, we still don't know the truth.
Eight and one-half years later, it's still not over. I will probably go to my grave not understanding."

98-11-19: Iraq protests to the UN against US reconnaissance flights by U-2 aircraft, saying they harm its
security and sovereignty.

-- Ahmed Chalabi, head of the Iraqi National Congress, an opposition umbrella group considered a
favorite to receive nearly $100 million in US military assistance. Chalabi met with US Assistant
Secretary of State Martin Indyk.

-- US and British defence ministers repeat warnings to Baghdad that their forces are ready to strike Iraq
if President Saddam Hussein broke an agreement to cooperate with UN arms inspections.

-- UN arms experts finish their second day of inspections.

-- Iraq's UN ambassador, Nizar Hamdoon, asks the Security Council for a two-month extension in the
current round of the humanitarian "oil-for-food" program. Hamdoon says Iraq needs time to reach the oil
sales limit of $5.256 billion. Due to low oil prices and poor infrastructure, Iraq is only expected to sell
about $3 billion by the dealine of November 25. He also, however, may be The seeking to delay a
decision on a new round, to which Baghdad has previously objected.

-- Butler says it may take four weeks to know if Iraq is now complying and that he is giving priority to
data on VX nerve gas, which Iraq first denied having then admitted. “We demonstrated to them that they
made about 4,000 litres, four tons, of this stuff.” He says he is also seeking information on liquid
propellants used with Scud missiles and a document uncovered at an Iraqi Air Force base that showed
the ordnance was capable of being filled with chemical and biological agents Iraq expended its in 1980-
88 war with Iran. Butler  says “This is the last chance and I hope it's the best chance and they see the
point. If the only thing preventing Iraq from taking the decision to disclose all of its weapons and to be
totally and verifiably disarmed of those weapons of mass destruction was my being removed from this
job, then I tell you like any good citizen with a good conscience, I would remove that impediment. But,
sadly, that proposition is based on an utterly false premise. So, I'm here to tell you I intend to stay on and
get this job done."

98-11-20: Iraq criticizes Richard Butler for accusing Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz of concealing information
from his arms teams. Ambassador Nizar Hamdoon says, “This kind of behavior and these kinds of
remarks do not come from an international employee. He (Butler) talks about Iraq and the president of
Iraq in unacceptable language. If he is really a professional international employee...he should observe a
completely different way of working and speaking. Al-Thawra, the Baath Partry newspaper, says, “ It has
been proven to the Security Council itself that its Chairman Butler receives his orders from his American
overseers and there is concrete evidence that he gives them his reports first to add their hypocritical
touches before he presents them to the Security Council.”

-- Richard Bulter releases a list of 12 requests for documents sent to Iraq and the replies of Riyadh al-
Qaysi, an Under-Secretary in the Iraq's Foreign Ministry. The information was released late on Friday.
The requests include:

1. A document UNSCOM inspectors say briefly on July 18, 1998, at the heaquarters of the Iraqi
Air Force that provides the details of the munitions used in the 1980-1988 war with Iran.
UNSCOM believes Iraq has given it an inflated figure on the amount of expended ordnance that
could be filled with chemical or biological agents, and this raises questions about what happened
to the remainder. The Security Council, has asked for this document to be surrendered to
UNSCOM. Iraq said it was ready to consider disclosing “relevant portions of the paper” in the
presence of Secretary-General Kofi Annan's special envoy in Iraq, Prakash Shah.

2. A document from the Muthanna State Establishment, dated September 1988, on future actions
concerning the development of chemical weapons. UNSCOM says Iraq had promised to locate
the document before and then said it did not exist. Iraq replies that the document had been
discussed previously and then not raised by UNSCOM in July high-level meetings on future joint
disarmament work.
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3. Documents and 1990 records on the status of the production of the deadly nerve agent VX.
UNSCOM has said that Iraq had not accounted for thousands of litres of VX. Iraq replies that no
such records exist, that it was unsuccessful in its 1990 attempts to produce VX for use in
weapons and had given UNSCOM all relevant materials.

4. the Full diary of Brigadier Ismail, an officer in the surface-to-surface missile force, which
deals with missile-related activities in 1990 and 1991. Several pages of this diary had been
provided to UNSCOM earlier dealing with biological weapons warheads. Iraq now says Ismail
has destroyed the diary.

5. A January 1991 report by Lt.-Gen. Hazzem Abdul Razzaq,  the commander of the surface-to-
surface missile force, mentioned in his recently published memoirs that describes the balance of
missiles and warheads that existed at the time. Iraq says the general had taken notes from
documents and then destroyed them as ordered. This is noted in the introduction to his memoirs.

6. Governmental and ministerial documents describing the creation of a missile unit in 1990, and
its equipment of missile launchers, warheads, ground support equipment, propellants and other
material. UNSCOM said a similar request was contained in a letter to Iraq in November 1996.
Iraq says UNSCOM had not asked for these documents previously but it was ready to relinquish
them.

7. the full diary of “Engineer Muqdam,”  which dealis with the indigenous production of missile
engines in 1990 and 1991. Eleven 1 pages had been provided to UNSCOM earlier. Iraq says the
pages from Muhkdam's diary illustrated technological problems with experimental prototypes
and showed the missiles were not ready for production, and that Muhkdam had since destroyed
his personal diary.

8. Documentary evidence of unilateral destruction of missile propellants in 1991, including parts
of an inventory diary certifying the destruction in 1991. Iraq says: ``We made a great effort to
search for the diaries but it seems that these documents were amongst those destroyed" in 1991.

9. Documents dated May 1991 which provide inventories of available chemical and biological
weapons, missiles and their warheads, launchers and other relevant equipment. Iraq say no such
inventory was made and no such documents exist.

10. Documents detailing decisions made in April, June and July 1991 to retain or destroy
proscribed weapons and other materials. UNSCOM believes written records were kept. Iraq says
Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz had explained to Butler and his predecessor, Swedish
diplomat Rolf Ekeus, that he had taken this decision and “communicated it orally to the
competent authorities to carry out.”

11. A report on Iraq's investigation of Lt.-Gen. Hussein Kamal and actions he took to conceal
weapons capabilities and documents. Iraq says it did not conduct a formal investigation on the
defection.

12. The Minutes of meetings of the Iraqi High-Level Committee on the retention of banned
weapons and materials that UNSCOM has said Iraq admitted was formed in June 1991. Iraq says
the International Atomic Energy Agency, not UNSCOM, had previously requested such minutes.
“We pointed out to them on that occasion that there was no such committee in the technical sense
of the word.”

-- Iraqi foreign ministry Under-Secretary Riyadh al-Qaysi sends two letters to Butler and states the
Security Council should proceed first with a promised comprehensive review of Iraq's compliance so far
with council resolutions and that the Council would then decide what more needed to be done regarding
disarmament. Al-Qaysi says UNSCOM had conducted long searches of many of them but found nothing
contrary to Iraq's declarations. “Therefore, the request you made at this time, which is of a general
nature, seems to be provocative rather than professional. We hope that UNSCOM will discard this
unprofessional approach which would unjustifiably lead to the prolongation of work, and thereby
maintaining the inequitable embargo on the people of Iraq." Al-Qaysi, says he is replying on behalf of
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Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, and that Butler's requests fall into two categories. “The first category
comprises alleged documents which do not exist, and the second category includes repetition of previous
requests in respect of which we had submitted all the available and true clarifications.” Al-Qaysi says the
“prevailing trend in the deliberations of the Security Council and the positions resulting therefrom have
been to commence with a comprehensive review” a short time after UNSCOM resumed its activities in
Iraq. “The judgment on the remaining issues which should be followed up rests with the Security
Council.” He appends an annex raising objections or difficulties regarding the handing over of a dozen
specific documents.

-- State Department spokesman James Rubin reacts to these developments by saying the US is waiting for
Butler to determine the significance of the new information.

-- Secretary-General Annan recommends renewal of the Iraqi `oil-for-food program that would permit
Baghdad to sell $5.25 billion in oil to purchase food, medicine and other humanitarian goods for another
six months. Annan’s report says the program should be continued on the same basis as the current plan
that gives priorities for specific categories of food, medicine and other supplies Iraq needs. Iraq, however,
has only been able to export about $3 billion in oil over the last six months because of low crude prices
and its dilapidated oil industry equipment. Iraq has argued that a two-month extension would allow Iraq
to reach the $5.25 billion target. Diplomats, however, say Iraq's proposal could be a move to delay the
next phase of the program which Baghdad sees as an implicit indication that the sanctions would be in
place for at least another six months. The new phase of the programme is expected to include a provision
that Iraq be allowed to spend a specific amount of the oil revenues to upgrade its pipeline and other
equipment. Currently Baghdad is permitted to spend $300 million for this purpose.

-- Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh says that there is less pressure to lift the oil embargo
because the international community knows Iraqis are being fed -- even at a subsistence level: “We
accepted this program as a temporary one. Now, it has become a cover to continue sanctions on Iraq.
Anyway, people need more than food/ We need investment in agriculture and industry, to create job
opportunities and to raise income. Oil-for-food can't do this.”

98-11-21: President Clinton is taking a more cautious approach to a new barrier Iraq has placed in the path of UN
weapons inspectors. “I think it's important we not overreact…if they have some independent grounds for
objecting to some of this information, that is if they think it's some effort to find out something having
nothing to do with matters covered by the UN resolution, they ought to say that and we should
immediately resolve it. We will remain vigilant, we will keep up the pressure, we will be ready to act.Iraq
must accept once and for all that the only path forward is complete compliance with its obligations to the
world."

-- Sandy Berger, the President's assistant for national security affairs, tells reporters in Seoul that military
action is still an option. “We've said all along that the issue here is whether Iraq will meet its obligations
under the Security Council resolutions and whether UNSCOM (the UN Special Commission) is able to
do its work. `If we reach the conclusion that the answer to those questions is negative we obviously are
prepared to act."

-- James P. Rubin issues a statement that if Iran tries to undermine Saddam, “we are not going to
complain…we are not working with (the Iranians) in any shape or form or soliciting their support.”

98-11-22: UN inspection teams in Iraq to carry out their work for a fifth consecutive day.

-- Al-Jumhuriya says, “We are convinced that UNSCOM is no longer fit to be an international
organisation carrying out the mandate of the UN. This is why we are not surprised when the American
administration makes threats of aggression whenever Iraq takes any legitimate, sovereign position to
protest at the deviant behaviour of UNSCOM's leaders and members, who are doing things that have
nothing to do with their mission and mandate." Babel attacks  US President Bill Clinton's public call for
a new government in Iraq and US threats of a military strike. “The aim was not just to keep the sanctions
in force but was in line with Clinton's scenario to change the regime in Iraq and replace it with the
opposition. Their hands should be paralysed. They have conspired against Iraq and launched on it the
fiercest wars which all ended in defeat and disappointment. It is stupid that Clinton and the corrupt
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rulers of America...do not understand this reality, `Our people will not weaken or kneel or submit to
threats of destruction. Let the American rulers wake from their sick dreams...Our Iraq is enduring with
its dignity and pride and all their schemes will certainly end in failure.”

98-11-23: The US reserves judgment on Iraq's conduct in its dispute with UNSCOM and says it has no plans for
immediate military action. Secretary Cohen says the US has enough military forces in place to strike Iraq
but that obtaining documents is only one aspect of the effort to find and destroy Iraq's weapons of mass
destruction. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright says it is “not a matter of a deadline. It's a matter of
really coming forward with what is necessary to show that they are cooperating.”

98-11-24: Iraqi Deputy Premier Tareq Aziz says the States and its allies want to humiliate and break Iraq through
military attacks and sanctions. “The tyrants and the evil of the world, America and the Zionists, and
whoever is serving their interests and schemes today seek, as they did in the past and failed, to humiliate
Iraq and bring it to its knees by threatening destruction.`But they have forgotten that they have tried and
failed before and they will fail this time also.” A mass burial is held in Baghdad for some 65 children
who Iraq claims died from malnutrition and lack of medicine. The procession stops outside the UN
offices and families anti-American slogans demanding the lifting of U.N. sanctions. The Health Ministry
repeats its claim that nearly 1.4 million Iraqi have died as a result of the punitive sanctions.

-- The Security Council is unable to come to a decision on how to react to Iraq's failure to hand over
documents to UNSCOM: “This is a continuing matter. We have not reached any definitive conclusions.”

 -- President Saddam Hussein orders the replacement of 18 Iraqi ambassadors, including the country's
envoy to the United Nations, government officials said Tuesday. Nizar Hamdoon, the ambassador to the
United Nations, will be replaced by his deputy, Saeed al-Mausawi. Saddam's half-brother, Barzan al-
Tikriti, who was Iraq's U.N. representative in Geneva, has been replaced by Mohammed al-Douri, a legal
adviser in the foreign ministry..

-- The Iraqi press reports that Iraq's government asks Arab nations to help lift United Nations sanctions
and stop British and U.S. attempts to overthrow Iraqi President Saddam  An article written by one of
Saddam Hussein's advisers says that attempts to dislodge the Iraqi leader could destabilize the Middle
East.

-- The Security Council renews the oil-for-food plan for another six months, including funds to upgrade
Baghdad's oil equipment. The resolution renewing the plan for six months at the rate of $5.256 billion in
oil sales was adopted by a unanimous 15-0 vote. It includs $300 million for spare parts and other
material for Iraq's oil industry. Iraqhas only been able to export about $3 billion in oil over the last six
months because of low crude prices and the state of its oil industry.

-- Iraq reports that the e man who tried to kill Izzat Ibrahim, vice-chairman of the Revolutionary
Command Council in Karbala was shot dead by his bodyguards on the spot.

-- Egyptian Mubarak says that British and US efforts to use Iraqi opposition groups to undermine
President Saddam Hussein were bound to fail. “Anyone who knows the Iraqis knows that no action will
succeed unless it comes from within the country, by people who live in Iraq.Those who operate outside
the country can do nothing, even if Saddam is bowled over.”

-- The US State Department says that trying to assassinate Iraqi politicians is not part of its agenda for a
more effective Iraqi opposition.

98-11-25: Iraqi opposition leaders from 16 leading opposition groups meet with Assistant Secretary of
State Martin Indyck. Ahmed Chalabi, head of the Iraqi National Congress, says, “Let Saddam be on
notice. The Iraqi opposition now has the support of the U.S. Congress and the U.S. administration.”

-- The US State Department nominates Adnan al-Pachachi, a former foreign minister, to forge a united
Iraqi opposition movement to try to topple Saddam.  Assistant Secretary of State Martin Indyk proposed
al-Pachachi's name during his meeting with 16 Iraqi opposition leaders in London, although a State
Department official says that Indyk made it clear that it is up to the Iraqi opposition to organize
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themselves. Al-Pachachi was foreign minister in the government toppled in the 1968 military coup that
brought Saddam's Baath party to power. He later became a political adviser to the president of the United
Arab Emirates.

-- UNSCOM teams have carried eight days of visits since Iraq relented on November 14. Iraq has
cooperated with the searches. Most visits were to sites that monitors had already checked and usually
involved maintenance work on long-term monitoring equipment.

-- Iraq accepts the six-month renewal of its oil-for-food accord with the United Nations, allowing for a
continuation of the country's oil exports of 1.7 million barrels a day without interruption.

98-11-26: The illegal trade in diesel fuel between Iraq and Turkey resumes after being halted during
Iraq’s dispute with UNSCOM. The trade moves diesel from Iraq's oilfields around Kirkuk through
Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq to Turkey. A Turkish official says 625 trucks which can carry up
10,000 litres diesel each, had applied to Turkey cross into Iraq and many had begun to make the journey.

-- The Russian foreign ministry says it supports the US effort to ensure Iraq's compliance with UNSCOM
inspections, but repeats its opposition to any use of force. It praises a UN Security Council decision this
week to renew an oil-for-food plan for another six months.

-- GCC Secretary-General Jameel al-Hujailan says that regional security will be on the agenda of the
annual GCC summit,  which will be held in Abu Dhabi from December 7-9. “On the regional level, we
look for the day when we will be able, together with neighboring countries including Iraq -- after this era
ends -- to reach a regional understanding based on mutual respect and good neighborly relations. At this
stage, we consider Iraq's implementation of all Security Council resolutions as a basic prerequisite to
achieve regional security.”

98-11-27: Former U.S President George Bush advises the U.S. administration to ensure there is international
consensus for any attack on Iraq to force it to comply with  U.N. resolutions on weapons inspections.
“Keep the pressure on and use the international community together, and I use that because I don't want
to see the United States be the sole orchestrator of all of this. Keep the international community together
and insist the man keep his word. At some point if he's not willing to do that, well, somebody will
probably take matters into his own hands in his own country. But short of that I don't see any easy
answers to this problem. What worries me is the shattering of the coalition, and his ability to shift world
opinion off his own brutality..and shift it to make all of us feel guilty that we're the ones that are doing
it.”

-- Iraq's Deputy Foreign Minister Riyadh al-Qaisi announces he has sent three letters Richard Butler,
responding to questions about Iraq's chemical weapons and missile programs. In the letters, Iraq asks the
UNSCOM inspectors to help Iraqi investigators look into three unresolved matters. It rejects the other
queries, and claims that deadly VX nerve gas was planted on an Iraqi warhead to discredit Baghdad. The
letters appear to show Iraqi compliance with requests that it deems legitimate and make no threats or
attacks on the weapons inspectors -- a sharp contrast to a television interview in Baghdad by Iraq's
Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf, who called Butler a “wretched person.” In his letters, Al-
Qaisi asks that teams be sent to investigate the fate of 155mm shells filled with mustard gas, to verify the
disposal of bombs equipped for chemical and biological agents, and to look at pits where special
warheads were stored. He refuses to hand over Iraqi-produced missile engine components extracted from
the Tigris River canal for analysis, saying the request is not justified “on technical or scientific grounds.
Al-Qaisi alleges that VX nerve agent was planted on the warhead fragments in order to discredit Iraq
“The incontrovertible facts are that Iraq never produced VX in stable form and never filled VX in
warheads.”

98-11-28: Iraq arrests 39 suspects after the failed assassination attack on Ezzat Ibrahim.  Babel, an official Iraqi
newspaper. Reports that Ibrahim had escaped unhurt after two hand grenades were hurled at a car in
which he was riding at a religious ceremony in Kerbala, south of Baghdad, on Sunday, the agency
reported. The paramilitary group Saddam's Fedayin carried out raids in the three days following the
attack and arrested  people “in the pay of foreigners.”
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-- President Saddam Hussein's eldest son, Uday, orders Iraqi commandos to lead a crackdown in the
Karbala after the assassination attempt on on Ezzat Ibrahim.

-- Iran says its navy is intercepting motor boats smuggling goods into Iraq in violation of the UN
embargo

98-11-29: Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's half-brother Barzan al-Tikriti announces he will return to Iraq.

98-11-30: Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh is quoted in Al-Thawra as announcing that cheese and
powdered milk will be available for the first time since the oil for food agreement went into effect two
years ago. He does not announce how much each Iraqi would receive. Each Iraqi citizen is currently
entitled to a monthly allowance of nine kilograms (19.8 pounds) of flour, 2.5 kg of rice, two kg of sugar
and baby formula, tea, soap and other items.

-- Richard Butler releases a letter to Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz saying he notes with
satisfaction that the Iraqi side is ready to cooperate with the Special Commission on several specific
issues…I expect to be in a position to formulate a report in two or three weeks time on whether or not
Iraq has returned to full cooperation. “ He also asks, however, that Iraq hand over immediately a
document detailing munitions spent in Baghdad's 1980-1988 war with Iran that UNSCOM inspectors
saw at Iraq's Air Force headquarters in July.

98-12-1: Iraqi authorities say they are so unconcerned about new broadcasts by the new Radio Free Iraq that they
will not jam the transmissions.

-- Iraq's Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf asks the Security Council to meet to discuss
“American threats” to Iraq. He calls on the Council members to ask the US to stop “such acts of
aggression against Iraq and its sovereignty and territorial integrity. Acts, threats and statements by the
United States of America represent a flagrant violation of international conventions and norms.”

-- Iraq's Deputy Oil Minister Taha Hamood says Iraq will be unable to sell $3 billion worth of oil under a
new six month phase of its oil-for-food deal. “The falling oil prices will reduce our oil exports even
below the $3 billion worth of oil we had exported in the fourth phase of the deal. We are still having the
same capacity of oil export.” He also says Iraq is holding discussions with Syria on how to rehabilitate an
oil pipeline between them closed since 1982. The pipeline would have an initial capacity of 300,000
barrels per day and Iraqi oil officials says that $80 million is needed to repair the oil pipeline.

-- Iraq breaks precedent this week and submits 23 contracts for the sale of its crude oil before the UN
approves the new plan for distributing goods bought with proceeds of the "oil-for-food" program.

-- The UN announces it has approved 10 contracts for Iraqi oil to be delivered over the next six months.
They are the first contracts approved since Iraq agreed last week to continue working with the oil-for-
food program.

-- Lt. Gen. Amer al-Saadi denies Iraq tried to buy prohibited missile technology in Romania but admits it
sent a team there to settle outstanding matters relating to an old contract and that The Iraqi team also
was interested in “`some forging and precision-casting technologies" for short-range missiles.”

98-12-2: UN biological weapons inspectors meet with Iraqi officials of Iraq's National Monitoring Directorate

--Al-Thawra say Egypt should have rejected c a statement last month by Damascus declaration states
which urged Iraq to heed UN demands on arms inspections.

-- The UN reports that "During the week to 27 November...the Security Council's 661 committee
approved 23 contracts with a total value of $11,504,840. The total approved contracts is now 175 worth
$114,311,672. The number of contracts currently on hold was 100 with a total value of $35,073,552." It
reports the contracts were with companies from Belgium, Finland, France, Italy, Singapore, Turkey,
Egypt and the United Arab Emirates. They range from pipeline to machine spare parts.

-- Former Iraq oil minister Issam al-Chalabi claims Iraq requires at least $5 billion to restore its crude oil
production capacity to levels the existed before its invasion of Kuwait. He says that reservoirs, wells,
storage facilities and pipelines all require urgent attention because of the impact of sanctions, and calls
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the  $300 million approved for spares under the oil-for-food agreements “a drop in the ocean.”. He says
Iraq also needs to invest in downstream facilities, and that Iraq.would require $30 to $50 billion to
implement all of the plans it had developed before the invasion, including increasing production to 5.5
million barrels per day.


