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The Young Professionals Debate
November 16, 2005,
marked the sixth event in
the AILA debate series.
Young Professionals
from the Cato Institute,
Hudson Institute,
Heritage Foundation,
and CSIS debated the
use of pressure on China
to recognize the
independence of Taiwan.

Each organization
prepared four debaters
to argue both sides of
the resolution, which
enhanced this exercise
in research, analysis,
and persuasion. CSIS
Young Professionals
served not only as
debaters, but as
coaches, researchers,
moderators, and event-
coordinators.

With four participating
organizations, 16
debaters, and two
rounds of debate, this
was AILA’s largest
Young Professionals
Debate.

CSIS’s Andrew
Tabler, Ionut
Popescu strategize

Moderator Brian
Patrick (CSIS) and
Judge Col. Bill Taylor
(CSIS)

Debaters discuss
their experience

Recent Successes

Our seminar with the Office of the
Secretary of Defense took place this
summer. The seminar, created for
interns of OSD and comprising five
workshops on national security,
included speakers such as Daniel
Benjamin and Zbigniew Brzezinski.

Seminar in Leadership and International
Policy

Dr. Brzezinski
interacts with interns

Inside AILA

Since our first curriculum in fall 2002, the number of events hosted by
AILA has increased three-fold. This is just a small sample of the topics
that have been covered.

“AILA has contributed to my
self-confidence in public

speaking and understanding
of effective argumentation,

presentation, and
leadership.”

—Chad Waryas, CSIS Debater

“Some of the most effective policymakers
strike a balance between arrogance and
their level of charisma.”

—Nirav Patel

Former International Security Program
“Debate Intern” Nirav Patel returned to CSIS to
coach current young professionals on what he
learned as a collegiate debater and intern. CSIS alum returns to

teach current staff

� Mentoring � Gender Roles
� Ethics � Military Leadership
� Debate � Professional Writing
� Argumentation � Leadership Theory
� Publishing � Career Planning

Welcome to the premiere issue of the Abshire-Inamori Leadership Academy’s e-newsletter! This first issue
describes our mission, recent events, and continuing efforts to inspire and prepare current and aspiring leaders.
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AILA is about the future – by investing in young people,
CSIS has made a commitment to launching a new
generation of public policy leaders who are equipped
with character, creativity, and experience.

Leadership through
Creativity, Character,
and Practice

2005 AILA International Fellows

Jason Wittemen, CSIS Debater

David Abshire discusses
ethics

Nicole Curato, AEI Debater

Annabelle Oh George Anjaparidze

Donatella Lorch talks about
her life as a reporter

AILA coordinates a
curriculum of events that
includes informative
seminars, skill-building
sessions, and
presentations by
established leaders.

“The first time you come to
Afghanistan, you leave a
piece of your heart in the
mountains and you spend
the rest of your life looking
for it.”

—Donatella Lorch,
Fall 2005 Guest Lecturer

Curriculum

“AILA provided me with skills that will continue
to benefit me beyond my time at CSIS.”

—Kelley Hampton, Intern 2004

AILA provides CSIS Young Professionals with the
opportunity to propose original policy recommendations
through formal presentations in front of CSIS staff.

Policy Presentations

“We were challenged— challenged in our thinking, our
perspectives, and our stereotypes. We were afforded
glimpses into arenas well outside our own. “

—Carmen Lomellin, 2005 Fellow

Mid-career professionals attend two one-week terms
focused on character, leadership, and policy.

AILA International Fellows

“While most of us tend to
base our initial opinions
on biases, debating
enables us to analyze
the issues and rise
above our prejudices.”

—Nicole Curato,
AEI Debater 2004

Each term, Young
Professionals face off
against their
counterparts at other
policy organizations in
a spirited debate over
America’s role in the
world.

Debates



AILA’s Advisory Committee is a group of dynamic,
successful professionals who have experience in
leadership. These individuals provide advice and
guidance to the academy and its programming.

AILA Advisory Committee

Edward C. “Shy” Meyer
Committee Chair
Chairman, Mitretek Systems, Inc.

Tony Brown
Professor, Hart Leadership Program
Duke University

Cheryl Achterberg
Dean, College of Human Sciences
Iowa State University

Bill Breer
Japan Chair
CSIS

Zygmunt Nagorski
President, Center for International
Leadership

Laura Liswood
Secretary-General
Council of Women World Leaders

William Webb
Chief Executive Officer
Time Domain, Inc.

Linda S. Jamison
Dean, AILA
CSIS

Linda S. Jamison
Dean

Noah Sherman Daniel Gregory
Research Assistant Program Coordinator

The AILA Team
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