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Chronology of Events Involving Iraqi Security Forces*

May 23, 2003—Paul Bremer issues Order No. 2, The Dissolution of Entities,
dissolving the old Iraqi armed forces.

September 12—US troops of the 82nd Airborne Division accidentally kill ten Iraqi
policemen in the city of Fallujah. Fallujah’s residents promise a wave of violence
against US troops.

October 2003—Estimates indicate that the Iraqi security forces will number some
170,000.

October 9—A car laden with explosives slams into a Baghdad police station. Ten
Iraqis are killed.

October 27—The headquarters of the Red Crescent and three Baghdad police
stations are hit in the same day by four coordinated suicide bombs. 43 die and more
than 200 wounded in the bloodiest day since the fall of Hussein’s government.

November 2003—Estimates for the necessary manning of the Civil Defense Corps
rise from 25,000 to 40,000 troops. Estimates for the necessary manning of the Border
Police rise from 11,800 to 25,700.

November 4—US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld states that over 100,000
Iraqi security forces have been trained.

December 14—17 Iraqis are killed when a suicide car bomber runs into a police
station near Baghdad.

January 25, 2004—Iraqi policemen in Ramadi are attacked on two separate
occasions. Seven Iraqi police die.

January 31—9 Iraqis are killed and 43 others wounded when a suicide bomber runs
his car into a police station in Mosul.

February 10—55 Iraqis are killed and approximately 65 are wounded when a car
bomb explodes outside a police station in Iskandariya. Many of the dead were
applying for jobs as policemen. When the Iraqi police chief, Ahmed Ibrahim, arrives,
the gathered crowd nearly riots while chanting anti-American slogans.

February 11—A gathering of Iraqi Army recruits are attacked in central Baghdad by
a suicide car bomber. 47 are killed and at least 50 more wounded.

February 14—Approximately 70 insurgents stage a daring raid on the headquarters
of both the police and the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps in Fallujah in a bid to free many



of their cohorts. Up to 70 prisoners escape and a number were seen fleeing with the
insurgents. 15 policemen and four Lebanese and Iranian insurgents were killed.

February 23—A car bomb detonates outside of a Kirkuk police station, killing at
least ten and wounding more than 35 Iraqis.

March 9—Two American CPA officials and their Iraqi translator are killed
intentionally by Iraqi policemen 70 miles south of Baghdad. These are the first
American civilian deaths in Iraq.

March 23—In Kirku and Hilla, 11 Iraqi policemen are shot and killed in two separate
attacks.

April 2004—Available Iraqi Army forces drop from 5,600 to 2, 400. The available
Civil Defense Forces drop from 34,700 to 23, 100.

April 5—US Marines lay siege to Fallujah following the murder and desecration of
four American security contractors in the city. Several Iraqi battalions refuse to fight
in either Fallujah or Sadr City.

April 21—Several suicide bombs explode outside of a number of police facilities in
the area of Basra. Crowds assault the Coalition forces trying to reach the wounded
with stones. At least 68 are killed by the bombs.

April 30—The siege of Fallujah ends at the urging of Iraqi politicians. The Fallujah
Brigade, a cobbled-together militia led by former Iraqi army officers, is formed to rid
the city of foreign fighters.

May 7—Four Iraqi police officers are killed when their squad car is ambushed by
insurgents in Mosul.

June 6—A police station and military base around Baghdad are bombed—21 Iraqis
are killed in the attacks.

June 10—Moqtada al-Sadr’s Mehdi Army takes control of a Najaf police station in
direct violation of the ceasefire agreement between Sadr and the US. Sadr’s forces
free the prisoners and loot the station.

June 14—Multiple suicide bombings aimed at Iraqi police kill dozens of civilians in
Baghdad.

June 17—41 are killed and approximately 142 are injured when suicide car bombers
detonate outside a military recruitment center and a city council building in Baghdad.



June 24—Sunni insurgents launch a series of coordinated attacks on Iraqi security
forces in Fallujah, Baghdad, Mosul, Ramadi, and Baquba. At least 70 Iraqis are
killed.

July—The Civil Defense Corps disbands and is replaced by the National Guard. The
Intervention Force is established with an end manning goal of 6,600. The Special
Operations Force is established with an end manning goal of 1,600 troops. The
Coastal Defense Force is established with an end manning goal of 400 as is the Air
Corps, with an end manning goal of 500.

July 16—Australia deploys the Iraqi Army Training Team consisting of 50 soldiers
with the task of training a full brigade of Iraqi soldiers.

July 28—A car bomb kills 70 Iraqis outside of a police recruiting center in Baquba.

August—US marines arrest the Al Anbar Province’s police chief, on charges of
corruption.

August 3—Insurgent attacks in Baquba, Baghdad, and the Al Anbar Province kill six
US troops and approximately three Iraqi National Guardsmen.

September—Prime Minister Allawi and President Bush both state that there are
100,000 fully trained and equipped Iraqis providing security in Iraq. NATO
ambassadors agree to send 200 trainers to help rebuild the Iraqi army. The First
Infantry Division arrests a senior commander of the Diyala Province’s Iraqi National
Guard, alleging that he maintained ties to insurgents. The end manning goal of the
Iraqi National Guard increases from 41,000 to 61,900 as does the end manning goal
for Border Enforcement, from 16,300 to 32,000. The end manning goal for the Iraqi
police increases from 90,000 to 135,000.

September 6—7 US soldiers and three Iraqi soldiers are killed by a car bomb outside
of Fallujah.

September 10—The Fallujah Brigade disbands without having secured the city. A
small riot breaks out as people leave a mosque. Iraqi police fire into the crowd killing
two people and injuring five. Aides to al-Sadr claim that the dead and injured were
unarmed.

September 14—12 policemen are killed in Baquba by a drive by shooter. 47 Iraqis
are killed and 114 are wounded by a car bomb outside a military recruitment area.
The recruits were forced to stand outside blast absorbing concrete barriers. The
ensuing crowd curses the US and blames US warplanes for the attack. Elements
associated with Abu Musab Zarqawi claim credit for both attacks.

September 17—13 are killed by a suicide car bomb near a police checkpoint in
Baghdad.



September 18—A suicide car bomb kills 19 and wounds 67 more in Kirkuk. The
bomber targeted a crowd of young men seeking employment with the Iraqi National
Guard.

September 19—A car bomb aimed at a joint Iraqi-US patrol near Samarra kills one
Iraqi soldier, one Iraqi civilian, and wounds seven others.

September 21—An insurgent abandons a car loaded with explosives near the Iraqi
National Guard recruiting center in the Jamiya neighborhood of western Baghdad.
No one was hurt.

September 22—The Iraqi National Guard center in the Jamiya neighborhood of
western Baghdad is hit by a suicide car bomb that kills at least 11 and wounded an
unknown number. Recruits had gathered around the center and were apparently the
target.

September 23—Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld testifies that since May 1,
2003, 721 Iraqi personnel have died providing their country with security.

September 25—Seven Iraqi National Guard applicants die in the Jamiya
neighborhood of western Baghdad at the hands of insurgents. A US army soldier
faces 25 years in jail for his part in the death of an Iraqi National Guardsmen in
Adwar in May. An Iraqi police captain, Salman Turki al-Shamani, is killed by
insurgents near Baquba.

September 26—Two suicide car bombers try to drive into a base used by US
Marines and Iraqi National Guardsmen in Karma, near Fallujah. When challenged,
they detonate the cars. No injuries are reported.

October—The Highway Patrol and the Dignitary Protection service are established
with end manning goals of 1,500 and 500 men each.

October 1—3,000 US and 2,000 Iraqi forces launch an assault on the approximately
500 militants controlling the city of Samarra, an area 60 miles north of Fallujah.
Estimates now indicate that the Iraqi security forces will need to number some
346,700 men, double the estimate from October 2003.

October 4—General James Jones, NATO’s commander, announces that up to 3,000
NATO troops could be involved in the training of Iraqi security forces. US and Iraqi
forces take Samarra, killing 100 militants. Iraqi units fight with distinction and
capture 24 suspected foreign fighters. Three car bombs, two in Baghdad and one in
the west, kill at least 26 people and wound more than 100 others. Iraqi security forces
fight a gun battle in downtown Baghdad after one of the blasts. One of the suicide
bombers rams a recruiting center for Iraqi plainclothes policemen.



October 5—An estimated 3,000 US and Iraqi troops begin a campaign designed to
wrest control of insurgent-held areas of the Babil Province. Iraqi Special Forces play
a prominent role in the subsequent raids.

October 6—A suicide bomber drives an explosives-laden vehicle into an Iraqi
checkpoint at the Iraqi national guard encampment near Anah, 160 miles northwest of
Baghdad. Approximately 1,200 members of the 202nd Iraqi National Guard, 7th Army
Battalion, and 1st Ministry of Interior commando battalion are designated to stay in
Samarra. The governor pledges to send 1,500 additional police officers.

October 9—11 Iraqi National Guardsmen are killed and six others injured during an
insurgent attack on the National Guard compound located in Karabilah, near the
Syrian border. NATO declares its commitment to sending 300 military trainers to
Iraq after stiff resistance, especially from France. The program is unlikely to be in
place until the end of the year.

October 10—Iraqi National Guardsmen assist in a border operation that results in the
deaths of two insurgents or smugglers. At least 10 Iraqis die in explosions near the
oil ministry and police academy.

October 12—In Ramadi, a joint force of US and Iraqi troops arrests a Sunni cleric,
Sheik Abdul Aleem Saidy, and his son. Iraqi police in Sadr City continue buying
heavy weapons from al-Sadr’s militia forces.

October 15—A suicide car bomber narrowly misses a unit of Iraqi police on patrol,
killing 10 bystanders.

October 19—Four Iraqi national guardsmen are killed and 80 are injured in a mortar
attack 80 miles north of Baghdad. Insurgents unsuccessfully try to assassinate Col.
Mohamed Essa Baher, the commander of the 507th Iraqi National Guard Battalion.
Baher had identified a financier allegedly a part of the Zarqawi terror network the day
before the attack.

October 23—Three minibuses filled with 49 Iraqi recruits for the 16th Iraqi Army
Battalion, 7th Army Brigade are ambushed by insurgents dressed as Iraqi police. All
49, as well as 3 accompanying civilians, are killed. The ambush takes place as the
recruits leave a training base in Kirkush, 15 miles from the Iranian border and
northeast of Baghdad. This is the singlemost deadly insurgent ambush to date.
Several Iraqi National Guardsmen are killed by a car bomb at a checkpoint south of
Samarra. At least four are killed. Another car bomb kills between 10 and 16 Iraqi
policemen at a checkpoint outside of the Marine base in Al Asad in the Anbar
Province.

October 25—An Iraqi national security aide declares that up to 5% of Iraq’s security
forces are most likely infiltrated by insurgents.



October 26—Prime Minister Allawi blames the US and its Coalition allies for the
massacre of the 49 Iraqi army recruits. Iraq’s interior minister, Falah al-Naqib,
announces a new campaign to rid the police force of corrupt and ineffective members.
The militant group, the Army of Ansar al-Sunna, claims responsibility for the murder
of 11 Iraqi National Guardsmen it had captured on the road between Hilla and
Baghdad.

October 28—Two senior Iraqi police officers are killed near Latifiya, south of
Baghdad, allegedly by the Army of Ansar al-Sunna.

October 30—Iraqi police officers allegedly fired indiscriminately on civilians after
an attack on an American convoy south of Baghdad. Reportedly, the police direct
their fire on three minibuses and three vans, killing 14 and wounding 10.

November 2—A car bomb intended for an Iraqi security convoy kills four Iraqi
civilians and wounds 12 Iraqi National Guardsmen in Mosul. NATO begins its first
eight-week training course for security personnel at its Joint Warfare Centre in
Norway. 19 mid to high-level officials from the Iraqi military, Ministry of Defense,
and the Ministry of the Interior attend.

November 3—Three decapitated bodies of Iraqi National Guardsmen are found
underneath the 14th of July Bridge in Baghdad. A group calling itself the Brigades of
the Iraqi Honorables claims responsibility for killing the three men. Ansar al-Sunna
posts pictures of another decapitation on the Internet, claiming that the victim is Maj.
Hussein Shanoun, an officer in the new Iraqi army.

November 6—More than 15 Iraqi police officers are killed by a series of closely
coordinated assaults against police stations in Samarra. In addition, an Iraqi National
Guard Commander, Abdel Razeq Shaker Garmali, is among those killed in Samarra.

November 7—Insurgents launch an attack against a police station in the town of
Haditha, taking 21 policemen hostage. The insurgents kill all of them execution-
style. In another attack on a police station in the town of Haqlaniya, insurgents kill
the head of security in western Iraq, Brigadier Shaher al-Jughaifi. Unknown gunmen
kill Iraqi police Col. Abdul Adim Abed in the Mualmeen neighborhood of Baquba.
The director of security in Sulaimaniyah, Brigadier Sarkout Hassan Jalal, claims that
Islamic militants regularly smuggle recruits from Iran into Iraq and on to Fallujah and
other “hotspots.” The Iraqi government declares a state of emergency for 60 days
with the exception of the northern Kurdish regions. The declaration coincides with
the beginning stages of an assault on the restive city of Fallujah. Iraqi commandos
from the 36th Iraqi Commando Battalion supported by US Marines take control of
Fallujah’s main hospital just prior to the declaration.

November 8—The battle for Fallujah begins. Approximately 10,000 US troops and
2,000 Iraqi forces confront 3,000 to 5,000 insurgents. Iraqi commandos seize a



hospital and a railway station. The hospital was the focal point of erroneous casualty
reports following the first assault on Fallujah.

November 9—Two police stations in Baquba are attacked. One police officer is
killed and eight are wounded. Reportedly, the police stand their ground and fight
well. Elsewhere, a suicide car bomb strikes an Iraqi National Guard base north of
Kirkuk, killing at least three. Prime Minister Allawi visits Camp Fallujah and gives a
speech in front of the assembled Iraqi forces. The prime minister’s speech is met
with praise and cheers.

November 10—Insurgents loot and strip an Iraqi National Guard base in the town of
Hammam al-Alil. The National Guard battalion stationed there falls apart when
attacked, leaving the base, armory and all, to the militants. Two members of the Iraqi
security forces are reported killed in action in Fallujah. Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
places Maj. Gen. Abdul Qader Mohammed Jassim, the Iraqi ground forces
commander in Fallujah, in control of the Western Anbar province until a civilian
authority can be appointed. In Fallujah, the 1st Battalion, 1st Brigade of the Iraqi
Intervention Force begins operations against the insurgents in Fallujah on its own and
controls one part of the city by itself. The 2nd Battalion, 1st Brigade aids US forces in
bringing the Hydra Mosque under control. The 4th Battalion, 1st Brigade, and the
Iraqi Police Service’s Emergency Response Unit see action. The 5th Battalion, 3rd

Brigade helps US forces subdue insurgents in the Al Tawfiq Mosque. The 6th

Battalion, 3rd Brigade mans vehicle checkpoints with US forces in the heart of
Fallujah.

November 11—An Iraqi police vehicle and an American convoy are attacked by a
suicide car bomber in central Baghdad. Nineteen people are killed. In Mosul, reports
indicate that insurgents openly roam the streets and repeatedly attack police stations
and government facilities. The insurgents, numbering between 400 and 500, split into
groups of 15-20 to carry out attacks. Several police stations are burned to the ground
despite pleas from imams via mosque loudspeakers. Insurgents seize control of six to
seven police stations for the better part of an hour. When they are repelled, the
fighters seize vehicles, weapons, body armor, radios, and uniforms. One senior
police officer, the brother of Mosul’s police chief, is shot dead in his front yard.
Fighters attack the Iraq Media Network. Brigadier General Carter Ham, commander
of Task Force Olympia, states that he has never seen the level of command and
control exhibited by the insurgents prior to today. Ten Iraqi National Guard troops
die in the fighting. In response, US soldiers and members of the Iraqi National Guard
raid southern portions of the city. In Fallujah, US and Iraqi forces seize control of
70% of the city. A total of nine Iraqi security force members are wounded.

November 12—The 1st battalion of the new Iraqi army encounters stiff resistance in
the Jolan section of Fallujah. Brigadier Abdul Hussain Mahmoud Badar arrives in the
Maysan province to take command of the Iraqi National Guard 73rd Brigade. Badar
flees the same day, having been verbally threatened by individuals who claimed to be
actively involved in the insurgency.



November 13—Iraqi Interim Prime Minister Allawi declares Fallujah liberated.
Insurgents launch two attacks on an Iraqi National Guard base near Mosul, killing
two guardsmen and wounding 21.

November 14—A total of six Iraqi military personnel are reported killed and more
than 40 wounded in the fighting in Fallujah. Reports indicate that Iraqis are taking
over the screening process for police recruits and are firing thousands for
incompetence or inaction. Iraqi sources state that such competence or corruption in
the police led to the death of the 49 recruits last month. Reports indicate the firing of
the police chiefs in both Samarra and Mosul following waves of insurgent attacks.
The same reports state that Iraqi military officials have raised the recruiting age from
17 to 20, require a letter of approval from a local community council for each recruit,
require that recruits must have a family member in the service to be eligible, and that
committees will be sent to recruits’ neighborhoods to investigate their morality.

November 15—Insurgents attack two police stations in Baquba. Elements are
believed to have belonged to Saddam Hussein’s intelligence apparatus. It appears
that there are a few foreign fighters, mostly Syrians, mixed in. Fighting continues in
Mosul. The Iraqi Interior Minister reports that in one unidentified Iraqi city, a
wounded Iraqi police officer was taken from his bed, dismembered, and that his
remains were strung up in the city square.

November 16—Militants fight with National Guardsmen from the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan in the northern Mosul neighborhood of al-Ta’mim. Three guardsmen are
hurt and at least two insurgents are killed. US officials state that between 1,000 and
2,000 insurgents have been killed in Fallujah, with an additional 1,000 detained.

November 17—Brig. Gen. Carter Ham states that Mosul is back under US and Iraqi
control. Insurgents fire mortar rounds on the al-Ahrar police station within the city.
The Iraqi Interior Ministry states that it is investigating reports that 31 security force
recruits may have been kidnapped in Rutbah. The Iraqi police in Karbala indicated
that they believed that they may have been taken. NATO unanimously agrees to
increase the number of military trainers in Iraq from 65 to approximately 400. These
trainers require around 1,600 supporting staff and will not serve in a combat role.
Reports indicate that new personnel will be in place in the next six weeks.

November 18—Militants detonate a car bomb in Baghdad outside the emergency
Yarmouk police station in the west of the city. Two civilians die. Reports indicate
that insurgents in Baghdad are lining one particular street with police uniforms in an
effort to intimidate future recruits. Shelling and sporadic fighting continues in the
southern outskirts of Fallujah. In Mosul, a mortar attack in the western portion of the
city wounds five Iraqi soldiers. Iraqi commandos, backed by US troops, prepare to
storm rebel-held parts of the city. Two Iraqi National Guard officers are publicly
beheaded in the city by a group claiming allegiance to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.



November 19—A suicide car bomber rams an Iraqi police checkpoint in Maysalon
Square in east Baghdad. The attack kills five police officers and wounds four others.
Elsewhere in Baghdad, worshippers outside a mosque protest the assault on Fallujah.
Some of the protestors fire on Iraqi National Guardsmen who subsequently return
fire. A police convoy traveling through the city is hit by a suicide car bomber, killing
one policeman and a bystander and wounds five others. In Fallujah, the commander
of the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force states that the assault had “broken the back of
the insurgents” in the city. He reports that 51 US troops and eight Iraqi troops had
been killed and that an additional 425 US troops and 43 Iraqi troops were wounded.
He states that approximately 1,200 insurgents were killed, 25-30 civilians were being
treated for injuries, and that he knew of no civilian deaths caused by the fighting.
Insurgents attack a police station in Muqdidiya with mortars, killing a police officer.
In Mosul, reports indicate that residents are growing uneasy with the presence of
Kurdish National Guardsmen in the city.

November 20—Unidentified assailants kill an Iraqi National Guard recruit in a drive
by shooting near Baquba. He was on his way to a training center when he was
attacked. Iraqis find the bodies of eight Iraqi policemen some 15 miles west of
Mosul. US forces reportedly detain three Iraqi National Guardsmen who were
working for the insurgency. Reports indicate that approximately 15 Iraqi Army
troops were killed in the last 24-36 hours.

November 21—Militants attack a convoy ferrying Iraqi National Guardsmen in
Ramadi. The insurgents kill nine guardsmen and wound an additional 17. In Mosul,
US troops discover the bodies of nine Iraqi soldiers who had been shot execution
style. Attackers kill the police chief and his driver in the town of Khalis. An Internet
statement from a group purportedly affiliated with Abu Musab Zarqawi appears
claiming that the group had killed 17 Iraqi National Guardsmen from Kisik.

November 23—Approximately 5,000 US, British, and Iraqi troops launch an
offensive dubbed Plymouth Rock in locales south of Baghdad in an effort to pacify
the restive area. Reports indicate that the main elements involved are Iraqi SWAT
forces supported by the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit. The campaign begins with
early morning raids in the town of Jabella in the Babil province which net 32
suspected militants. Elsewhere, interim defense minister Hazem Sha’alan tells
reporters that he cannot provide safety for voters in candidates in the upcoming
election. He states that Iraqis don’t understand elections and that they are not aware
of the candidates. Sh’alan accuses a “vile coalition” within interim Prime Minister
Allawi’s government of obstructing the flow of funds to former soldiers’ pensions
and to the new Iraqi army. In Baghdad, insurgents attack the deputy chief of
Baghdad’s Major Crime Unit, Col. Ziyaa Hamed’s, car . In Baquba, gunmen attack a
convoy carrying Iraqi security forces, killing three of them. US Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld states in a press briefing that, though Iraqi forces took part in a
supporting role, they performed well in recent operations in Fallujah.



November 24—Iraqi interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi attends the graduation of
2,500 troops of the Iraqi Intervention Force at the Numaniyah military base near Kut,
south east of Baghdad. The graduates will form the 2nd Brigade of the Iraqi
Intervention Force and are specially trained in counterinsurgency tactics. US Lt-Gen.
David Petraeus states that they will be operational within two weeks and that the 3rd

Brigade should be ready by the end of December. In Mosul, militants attack Iraqi
Gen. Rashid Flaih, the head of the Iraqi commando unit in the city. Flaih is unhurt.

November 25—US troops and Iraqi National Guardsmen launch raids on suspect
buildings in the west side of Mosul. Reports indicate that some 11 dead Iraqi soldiers
were found in and around Mosul. They were bound and shot in the back of the head.
Iraqi Minister of State, Qasim Dawood, states in a press conference that Colonel
Fawas Armoot was chosen as Ramadi’s police chief. Dawood declares that soldiers
in Fallujah have discovered a rudimentary chemical and biological weapon facility
that was being run by insurgents. The minister states that Iraqi police have captured
five foreign terrorists, Libyan, Tunisian, and Syrian, trying to cross the border into
Iraq.

November 26—US troops and Iraqi National Guardsmen continue to conduct
operations in Mosul. The forces raid one mosque run by an imam who is suspected
of being an insurgent leader. The Iraqis perform well though they encounter no
enemy fire. Two executed Iraqi soldiers are dumped at a busy traffic circle in
downtown Mosul. US forces believe that soldiers are being kidnapped at taxi stands
when they return home on leave.

November 27—Three Iraqi police officers die in a bombing attack. The location of
the attack remains unclear.

November 28—Iraqi police detain two men and a vehicle packed with explosives in
the Al-Jadriya neighborhood of Baghdad. In Baquba, militants fire mortars at the Al-
Wahda police station, wounding a police officer. Militants storm a police station in
Samarra, stealing several police vehicles and looting the armory. Iraqi police fail to
confront them. US and Iraqi forces launch land and amphibious raids to the south of
Baghdad, killing 17 militants and capturing 32. In Basra, British and Iraqi troops
surround the headquarters of the southern regional Iraq National Guard after
Brigadier General Diaa al-Kadhimi refused to step down as commander in favor of
Salah al-Maliki.

November 29—A car bomb near Ramadi explodes, killing four Iraqi police officers
and wounding three others. Three Iraqi National Guardsmen are injured as well. In a
separate attack in Baghdadi, 120 miles northwest of Baghdad, a suicide bomber
detonates his car at a police checkpoint, killing seven Iraqi police and National
Guardsmen. The blast injures an additional nine security personnel. Brig. Gen.
Kadhimi continues his standoff in Basra. Reports indicate that at least 50 pro interim
government or security force personnel have been killed in Mosul in the last 10 days.
The police chief states that no police are on active patrol because the city remains too



dangerous. The US and Iraqi National Guard strike a deal with Mosul police to move
back in to several of the police stations that were seized or looted during the
beginning of the Fallujah campaign. The police agree to man some of the more
dangerous stations by mid-December. Reports indicate that Iraqi security forces have
abandoned Tal Afar. The governor of Najaf, Adnan al-Zurufi, announces that his
security chief has been arrested by police in connection with a plot to assassinate the
governor and several other top regional officials.

November 30—In the Babil Province south of Baghdad, Iraqi and US forces captures
14 suspected militants and discovers three arms caches. Near Iskandariyah, the Iraqi
SWAT team and the Iraqi Specialized Special Forces capture several high value
suspects in separate operations. In Najaf, the 11th US MEU commander declares that
Iraqi security forces have formally assumed control of the entire province and have
the ability to conduct limited operations on their own.

December 2—Iraqi National Security minister Dr. Qassim Dawood states that
securing the polling centers for the Iraqi election will be left to the Iraqi security
forces and Iraqi society as a whole. He declares that the US forces will only be called
upon if a polling center faces a major insurgent attack.

December 3—Gunmen shoot and kill sixteen Shi’ite Iraqi police officers, laying
siege to a police station in the Baghdad neighborhood of Saydiya. Sources believe
that the area harbors militants who fled Fallujah prior to the US and Iraqi attack on
the city. In a separate attack at the other end of the city, insurgents ram a suicide car
bomb into a crowd outside of a Shi’ite mosque, close to a nearby police station. 14
die and a gun battle ensues between the Iraqi police and the insurgents who fire on the
police station. In Mosul, three police stations are attacked, though no immediate
casualty reports are available. An Iraqi National Guard captain is assassinated in
Karbala

December 4—A suicide car bomber kills at least 18 Kurdish militiamen when he
rams his car into their bus in Mosul. More than 16 are wounded. Another suicide
bomber rams a police station in Baghdad near the Green Zone. The attack kills eight
officers and wounds more than 38. Gunmen attack a police station in the Ghazaliya
neighborhood in Baghdad. Another police station is attacked by militants in Samarra.
Both attacks are repulsed, with two officers wounded in Samarra.

December 5—Insurgents ram a suicide car bomb into an Iraqi National Guard
checkpoint near Bayji and follow the explosion up with small arms fire. Three
Guardsmen are killed and 18 are wounded. In Samarra, gunmen attack an Iraqi army
patrol, killing one soldier and wounding four more. Two Iraqi National Guardsmen
are killed and four are wounded in Latifiyah in an insurgent attack.

December 6—A statement from the US Customs and Border Protection officers and
their Iraqi counterparts indicates that they caught more than 40 terrorists arming



insurgents within Iraq. The statement reveals that the officers, working closely with
Iraqis, broke up an Iraqi smuggling ring.

December 7—A roadside bomb explodes south of Baghdad, killing three Iraqi
National Guardsmen and wounding an additional 11. General John Abizaid,
commander of US CENTCOM, declares that the Iraqi security and military forces are
behind schedule in their training. He states that the indigenous forces will not be able
to secure the country for the January election and that more US troops will
temporarily be needed. He suggested that there would be more embedded US trainers
and that more special operations forces might need to be created.

December 8—The police chief of Samarra’s home is attacked by insurgents.
Reportedly, the police chief resigned following the attack. Unconfirmed reports state
that a police station within the city was overrun by insurgents. In Ramadi, militants
detonate a bomb near a police station. No injuries are reported. One Iraqi policeman
claimed that half of Ramadi’s policemen had failed to report for duty because of
threats and intimidation.

December 9—NATO formally agrees to increase its training staff in Baghdad from
60 officers to 300. Poland, Hungary, and the Netherlands agree to contribute forces.
France, Germany, Belgium, Greece, Spain, and Luxembourg refuse. The German
Foreign Minister, Joschka Fischer, states adamantly that no Germans will go to Iraq.
A US-backed Iraqi National Guard patrol is ambushed in Mosul. The casualties are
uncertain though it is believed that at least one Guardsman is killed.

December 10—Militants try to attack an Iraqi National Guard patrol in Samarra with
mortars. The attack leaves the Guardsmen unscathed but kills two civilians. In
Baquba, four Iraqi national Guardsmen are injured when a roadside bomb explodes
by their patrol car. Insurgents attack them with small arms after the explosion.

December 11—Insurgents ambush a police patrol car on a road between Baiji and
Tikrit. Two officers die and three are wounded. One of those killed is reportedly
Brig. Gen. Razzaq Karim Mahmud, a senior police commander. In the town of Hit,
militants attack a minibus carrying a contingent of Iraqi National Guardsmen. Seven
Guardsmen are killed.

December 12—Reports indicate that more than 160 bodies, many members of the
Iraqi National Guard, have been found in and around Mosul since November 12th.
South of Baghdad, 72 suspected militants are seized by US Marines and Iraqi security
forces near the Euphrates River. Insurgents attack a police station near Mahmudiya.
Iraqi National Guardsmen and Iraqi police successfully repel the attackers and suffer
no losses. They uncover a car bomb across the street from the station and US forces
detonate it. Officials attribute recent success by Iraqi forces in the area to the removal
of a senior National Guard officer in November who, it was discovered, had been
supplying insurgents with information. He was directly implicated in the murders of
12 Iraqi National Guardsmen.



December 14—In central Baghdad, a suicide bomber detonates a bomb at an
entrance to the Green Zone. Three Iraqi National Guardsmen die and 12 people are
wounded. The bombing is the second attack on the same entrance in two days and
comes a day and a year after Saddam Hussein’s capture. Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’s
Al-Qaeda in Iraq group claims responsibility for both attacks. US and Iraqi forces
continue to fight insurgents in northern Mosul and in the western Anbar province.
Two Iraqi National Guardsmen are killed and five wounded in a battle with
insurgents near Dijail. In Samarra, Iraqi police report that three children were killed
in the crossfire during a firefight between US forces and Iraqi forces and insurgents.

December 16—A roadside bomb explodes in western Baghdad, killing three Iraqi
National Guardsmen. The Iraqi Minister of Defense, Hazim Al-Shaalan, orders the
Iraqi forces to secure the churches and places of worship for the coming holiday.

December 18—Militants in Samarra fire mortar rounds at an election office located
in a youth center. One Iraqi dies and eight others are evacuated to a hospital by
members of the Iraqi National Guard who respond to the attack. Elsewhere in
Samarra, Iraqi commandos seize bomb-making material and take into custody three
insurgents during a raid. In Mosul, Iraqi National Guardsmen engage militants in a
gun battle in the western part of the city, killing three insurgents.

December 20—A driver throws a hand grenade at a police station in Karbala. No
injuries are reported and the driver is arrested.

December 21—A suicide bomber detonates his explosives at a U.S. military base
mess tent near Mosul, killing 22 and wounding 72 more. The attack hits a dining hall
where US soldiers, Iraqi National Guardsmen, and Iraqi civilians are having lunch. 3
Iraqi security forces personnel are killed. The suicide bomber is believed to be a
Saudi allied with Abu Musab al-Zarqawi named Abu Omar al-Mosuli, and apparently
he had acquired an Iraqi military uniform. After the attack, indigenous insurgent
groups claim that the suicide bomber was not affiliated with Zarqawi and was a native
Iraqi. Najaf’s police chief, Ghaleb al-Jazaeri, states that an Iraqi in custody confessed
to having received training in a camp in Syria under the supervision of a Syrian
military officer. The Iraqi reportedly took part in a bombing in Najaf in early
December which killed 54 people. Syria denies having trained any insurgents.

December 23—141 Iraqi police officers graduate from six specialty training courses
given at the Adnan Training Center. The one to two week courses are designed to
bolster the regular eight week training courses and focus particularly on basic
criminal investigation, supervision, executive leadership, and kidnapping/hostage
rescue.

December 25—In Mosul, a roadside bomb explodes, destroying an Iraqi National
Guard bus. Five Guardsmen die and three are wounded. Reportedly, Iraqi civilians
threw rocks at the burning vehicle after the attack.



December 26--Col. Yassin Ibrahim Jawad, a high-ranking police officer, is killed in
southern Baghdad. Gen. Babakir Shawkat Zebari states that the bombing of the mess
tent in Mosul was not perpetrated by a member of the Iraqi military or security forces.
He further states that President Bush’s criticisms of Iraqi forces, primarily that some
would not fight and that some had deserted, were erroneous.

December 28—Insurgents attack and destroy the Um Kashifa police station near
Tikrit. 12 Iraqi police officers are killed. In a separate attack near Tikrit, militants
attack a police checkpoint killing one officer and wounding two others. Police
checkpoints south of Tikrit are attacked, killing five Iraqi police officers and
wounding three more. 13 Iraqi police officers are shot execution-style at one of the
stations. US Maj. Neal O’Brien, spokesman for the 1st Infantry Division, states that
despite the attack, the Iraqi security forces in Tikrit are performing quite well. One
soldier cites nearly 2 ½ months of relative quiet in the city as proof. An Iraqi
employed at the city hall states that 25 members of the Iraqi National Guard resigned
after the attacks. An elaborate ambush on Iraqi National Guard troops takes place
south of Baquba. It starts with a roadside bomb that wounds three Iraqi National
Guardsmen near the Maffrak traffic circle in the Mualemeen neighborhood. A
second roadside bomb is found and a disposal team comes to remove it. A suicide car
bomber then drives through the security cordon, killing a civilian and 26 others.
Insurgents in Baghdad detonate a car bomb near the home of Maj. Gen. Moudher al-
Mula, an Iraqi National Guard commander, in an assassination attempt. He escapes
unhurt, though several bystanders are killed. In a separate attack in the western
Baghdad district of Ghaziliya, insurgents lure Iraqi police officers into an explosive-
laden home and then blow up the house, killing seven police officers and wounding
two others. In Mosul, militants fire from a mosque at a joint US-Iraqi military patrol,
wounding one Iraqi National Guardsman. Near Samarra, five Ministry of the Interior
commandos are wounded by an IED.

December 29—Iraqi Defense Minister Hazim Al-Shaalan announces that the Iraqi
National Guard will be incorporated into the Iraqi Army on the anniversary of Army
Day on January 6, 2005. He states that forces totaling a division in size will all be
graduating on that day. An Iraqi official states that Iraqi security forces have
captured a key member of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’s organization in the city of Mosul.
Abu Marwan allegedly directed attacks in the city and was responsible for purchasing
weapons and training the various terrorist cells.

December 31—Five Iraqi National Guardsmen are wounded near Baiji when a car
bomb explodes near their patrol vehicle. Two civilians are killed.

January 1—Militants claiming loyalty to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi release a video
showing the execution of five Iraqis believed to be Iraqi border guards. The
insurgents warn that the same fate will befall any Iraqis who join the military and
security services.



January 2—22 Iraqi National Guardsmen die north of Baghdad in the city of Balad
when their bus is hit with a car bomb. Four Iraqi police officers die in an ambush in
Samarra and another is wounded. Insurgents shoot and kill the police chief in the
town of Jebala. Reports indicate more than 1,000 Iraqi military and security force
members have died since September.

January 3—A car bomb detonates outside Iraqi Interim Prime Minister Allawi’s
political party headquarters, killing three police officers. Four Iraqi National
Guardsmen die in a suicide car bomb explosion in Dijail, near the site of the bombing
of the Iraqi National Guard bus the day before. In Tall Afar, one Iraqi police officer
dies and two are injured when an explosion occurs while they investigate a
decapitated body. Insurgents had booby-trapped the body with explosives. Six Iraqi
National Guardsmen die in Tikrit when two roadside bombs explode. In Baiji,
insurgents kill a police major and captain in a drive-by shooting.

January 4—Iraqi police backed by US forces conduct a large raid in Diali. Iraq
forces claim to have captured “an important terrorist.” Some suggest that it is Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi but US forces fervently deny this. In Baghdad, a suicide truck
bomb explodes, killing eight Iraqi police commandos while wounding at least 60
other people. Near Baquba, three Iraqi National Guardsmen die in a bomb attack.

January 5—At least two newly-graduated Iraqi police are killed when a suicide car
bomber rams his vehicle into a crowd of people. At least eight other people are killed
and 44 wounded. Insurgents kill Col. Khalefeh Ali Hassan, security chief for Iraq’s
Independent Election Commission, in a drive-by shooting in Diyala Province. A
suicide car bomber tries to strike a joint US-Iraqi military convoy in western Baghdad
but succeeds only in killing Iraqi civilians.

January 6—Iraq celebrates Army Day, the 84th anniversary of the founding of the
army in 1921.

January 8—In Ramadi, Col. Jassim al-Kharbeet, a member of the police force, is
killed by gunmen. In the Anbar province, Brig. Abid Ahmed al-Assafi is assassinated
by militants.

January 10—Gen. Amer Nayef, the deputy police chief of Baghdad, and his son, Lt.
Khaled Amer, are assassinated by insurgents in the al Dora neighborhood of southern
Baghdad. Also in the southern part of the city, a suicide bomber rams his vehicle into
the main gate of the al-Mada’en police station, killing three Iraqi police officers.
Reports indicate that the attacker’s car was painted to resemble a police car or might
have in fact been a stolen one. In Samarra, the city’s deputy police chief, Brig.
Mohammed Mudhafar Al-Badri, is killed in a drive-by shooting. A suicide car
bomber detonates his vehicle in front of the entrance to an Iraqi security forces base
in Rubai’a, 105 miles northwest of Mosul. Four Iraqi security personnel die. In
Basra, a suicide bomber attacks a police station. In a coordinated attack, another



bomber targets a police internal affairs office in Basra. The ensuing blasts kill only
the bombers.

January 11—Insurgents detonate a car bomb near a police station in Tikrit. Six Iraqi
policemen die. In Mosul, insurgents attack a US-Iraqi convoy delivering heaters and
supplies to a nearby school. The attackers detonate a car bomb close to the convoy
and fire weapons from a mosque. Three Iraqi soldiers die and six are wounded.

January 12—In Mosul, militants detonate a car bomb next to an Iraqi National
Guard patrol. The attack kills two Guardsmen and wounds two more. An Iraqi
soldier discovers a weapons cache in Kadasia while on joint patrol with US soldiers.
The uncovered munitions would have provided enough explosives for 35 IEDs.

January 13—Insurgents in Baqubah detonate a roadside bomb as an Iraqi police
patrol passes. Six officers are wounded and one dies. Militants kill an Iraqi National
Guard captain in Qaim.

January 14—38 Iraqi prisoners escape from the Abu Ghraib prison. Iraqi guards
almost immediately recapture 10 of the detainees. The prisoners managed to loosen
their bonds and overpower the nearby police and guards, fatally shooting one police
officer. The Iraqi authorities set up checkpoints in the Sa’alam neighborhood of
western Baghdad to try and apprehend the prisoners. It is believed that two Egyptians
are among the escaped. Reportedly, Iraqi police officers may have facilitated their
escape as the prisoners were moved at night and with little security—conditions that
are extremely unusual. Three Kurdish troops die fighting against insurgents
alongside Iraqi National Guard forces in Mosul. Militants detonate a car bomb
outside a Shi’ite mosque in Khan Bani Saad. Four Iraqi policemen die in the blast
along with three civilians. A bus carrying 15 Iraqi National Guardsmen on their way
to a US base is ambushed near the western city of Hit. The Guardsmen are abducted
by unknown assailants and the bus is burned. Iraqi soldiers and multinational forces
arrest two suspected insurgents and uncover a bomb making plant during a raid in
Duluiyah. The raid uncovers 500 kilograms of ammonium nitrate and 55 gallons of
diesel fuel, ingredients used in the powerful car bombs made by insurgents.

January 16—Gunmen assassinate an Iraqi police captain and two government
auditors in Kut. Militants dressed in Iraqi police uniforms open fire on Shiite
political candidate Salama Khafaji’s car in central Baghdad. She is unharmed and the
attackers flee. The Iraqi Defense Ministry releases a statement declaring that Iraqi
forces killed 35 insurgents near Fallujah over the weekend. An Iraqi National Guard
commander in Baquba states that a majority of the city will go to the poles to vote in
the January 30th elections. Approximately 900 Iraqi soldiers assigned to the 8th

Brigade, 3rd Division graduate from basic military training. The soldiers were trained
at the Al Kasik Military Training Base and will join the 3rd Division in pre-election
patrols in the Ninewa Province.



January 17—Insurgents ambush a bus in Buhruz carrying Iraqi soldiers with rifles
and rocket-propelled grenades, killing at least seven soldiers. In Baiji, a suicide car
bomber rams a checkpoint. Seven Iraqi police officers die. Reportedly, guerillas
attack Iraqi police stations in Sharqat and Dawr. A spokesman for Interim Prime
Minister Allawi states that a man, Izz al-Din Al-Majid, captured in early December
by Iraqi security forces was trying to unify Ansar Al-Sunna, Jaysh Muhammad, and
the Islamic Resistance Army, three insurgent groups.

January 18—Four suicide car bombs explode in Baghdad within 90 minutes. Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi claims credit for all four bombs. One bomber detonates is vehicle
near the al-Alahi hospital in central Baghdad, killing five Iraqi policemen. Another
bomber targets a control point south of the Baghdad International Airport. Two Iraqi
security guards die and three are wounded. Reportedly, another bomb was headed for
an army garrison and the final bomb was destined for a bank where police officers
tend to congregate. Col. Mike Murray, commander of the US 3rd Brigade, 1st Calvary
states that all four bombers failed to reach their intended targets because of the efforts
of the Iraqi military and security forces. 12 miles north of Hilla, insurgents detonate a
car bomb, killing one Iraqi policeman and wounding two others. In Tikrit, militants
launch several attacks which kill five Iraqi policemen and wound four others.
Another Iraqi policeman dies near Baqubah and three more are wounded during a
mortar attack on a police station. The 204th Iraqi army battalion conducts several
raids that net Hashum Mehdi Hussein Al Tai and Ahsan Abd Ali Khadhim Al Obaydi
in Khalis. Reportedly, the two men were the primary leaders of the Khalis
insurgency. 670 Iraqi Intervention Force soldiers graduate from training at the Taji
Military Training Base. Interim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi states that he has been
talking to US commanders in the field about ways to speed up the training and
equipping of Iraqi soldiers. In her confirmation testimony before the US Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, former National Security Adviser and future Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice states that there are 120,000 fully trained and equipped
Iraqi soldiers.

January 20—An Iraqi police official estimates that 250 suicide attackers with 150
car bombs are prepared to strike during the Iraqi elections. His estimate was based on
a series of interrogations of captured insurgents. Militants try to seize the Al Salam
Hospital in Mosul, but Iraqi forces prevent them from doing so. Hospital workers and
patients flee the scene.

January 21—Insurgents lob grenades at an Iraqi police river patrol in northern
Baghdad. Four officers are injured. In Hit, 15 militants storm a police station, order
the Iraqi policemen out, steal their equipment and two police cars, and then blow up
the building. No officers are injured. Iraqi Intervention Force soldiers repel
insurgent attacks on the Mosul train station. Reports indicate that $300 million in
American currency was taken from Iraq’s Central Bank and put on a plane for
Lebanon earlier in January. Critics claim that there is no indication why this money
was sent and for what purpose. Aides to Iraqi Defense Minister Hazim al-Shalaan
state that the money was rushed to arms dealers in an effort to quickly supply Iraqi



forces with the equipment needed to fight the insurgency. The aides refuse to list the
names of the dealers, citing concerns for the dealers’ safety. Iraq’s national security
adviser was unaware of the transfer and it is unclear whether the money came from
Iraqi or American sources.

January 22—Gunmen ambush and kill Muwthana Salman, an Iraqi intelligence
officer, in Baqubah. US military and Iraqi police forces arrest one of the top
insurgent suspects. Retired four-star Army general Gary E. Luck, sent by the
Pentagon two weeks ago to assess the training efforts in Iraq, states that the US must
speed up the training process while bolstering the Iraqi security and military forces.

January 23—An insurgent group led by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi posts a video on the
Internet showing an Iraqi National Guard colonel being shot in the head. The colonel
had been kidnapped in Mosul. Reports indicate that the US may be attempting to
bring back much of Saddam’s former army in an effort to bolster the fledgling Iraqi
military and security forces.

January 24—The Iraqi Ministry of the Interior announces that it has made several
significant arrests of insurgents in and around Ramadi. Among them is Abu Omar Al
Kurdi, the man Iraqi government officials claim was behind 75% of the car bombs in
Baghdad in 2003. The Iraqi government states that he is a top bomb maker and
recruiter, and was one of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’s top men in the Baghdad area.
General Babakir, head of the Iraqi military, states that he foresees Iraqi military and
security forces numbering 150,000 by summer 2005. Additionally, he foresees US
troops pulling out of the cities and operating only one or two major bases by the end
of 2005.

January 25—Four Iraqi policemen from the Muthana station are gunned down in the
Rashad neighborhood of Baghdad by insurgents. Reportedly, the gunmen pointedly
ask if the individuals are police before they start firing. Elsewhere in Baghdad, a
police colonel and his 5-year-old daughter are shot to death while driving. In the
southeastern portion of the city, gun battles between insurgents and Iraqi police kills
three officers.

January 26—Two car bombs target Iraqi security and military forces. One bomb
explodes outside of a police station in the town of Riyadh, killing three Iraqi police.
Insurgents detonate the second bomb outside of the mayor’s office in the same town.
Two Iraqi soldiers die. In Baquba, militants launch assaults on the offices of the
Kurdish Democratic Party and the Iraqi Patriotic Gathering Alliance. The resulting
battle kills one Iraqi policeman.

January 27—In Sinjar, 17 miles southwest of Mosul, a suicide tractor bomber
detonates his vehicle outside of the offices of the Kurdish Democratic Party. Four
Iraqi soldiers and a guard die in the explosion. Nine soldiers and three guards are
wounded. In Baquba, a suicide car bomber detonates his vehicle as an Iraqi police
convoy passes by the Diyala provincial governor’s office. An Iraqi police lieutenant



dies in the attack and three other officers are wounded. The bombing takes place at
the same time the governor was expected to arrive for a Peace Day meeting. The
meeting was aimed at bringing together Ba’ath figures, insurgents, and interim
political figures to discuss options for making the elections peaceful and successful.
The governor is unhurt. Militants launch rockets at the home of Deputy Interior
Minister for Police Affairs, Maj. Gen. Hikmat Moussa. No one is hurt by the attack.
Insurgents detonate a roadside bomb targeting Iraqi police on patrol near the Al-
Shaab Stadium in the eastern part of Baghdad. The explosion fails to injure anyone.
Commander of the Iraqi Army, Gen. Babaker Shawat Zebari, states that if the Iraqi
military and security forces continue to improve, he believes that they will be able to
protect major Iraqi urban areas in six months.

January 28—A suicide car bomber detonates his vehicle outside of the al-Dora
police station in southern Baghdad, killing four people and wounding two more.

January 30—The Iraqi elections take place. 44 people are killed in insurgent
attacks, but the number of casualties and attacks is far below the expected number.
One Iraqi policeman, Abdul Amir, is killed in Baghdad when a sucide bomber walks
up to him outside of a polling station and detonates his explosives. Reportedly, Amir
wrapped his arms around the bomber and dragged him away from the polling station
before he could utilize his explosives.

January 31—Deputy Prime Minister Barham Salih announces that the Iraqi
government has arrested Anab Mohammed Hamid al-Qas, reportedly an Iraqi
military adviser to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi who ranked third in his organization and
who helped finance attacks in Baghdad.

February 1—The US deploys another Customs and Border Protection team in Iraq to
help secure its borders

February 2—Militants stop a convoy of Iraqi army recruits near Kirkuk and force 12
of them to lie in the street. The gunmen shoot the recruits and then run their bodies
over.

February 3—Five police and one National Guardsman are killed in an insurgent
attack on a road south of Baghdad. Chairman of the joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen.
Richard B. Myers, states that 40,000 of the reported 136,000 Iraqi security forces are
adequately trained and equipped to go almost anywhere and confront almost any
threat. The rest, he stated, were only fit for policing the calmer parts of southern Iraq.
Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul D. Wolfowitz, testifies that Iraqi units experience
up to 40% absenteeism and that 1,342 Iraqi police and soldiers had died since June
2004.

February 5—In Basra, a roadside bomb explodes, killing four Iraqi National
Guardsmen on patrol. Two Iraqi soldiers die in an explosion in Samarra. An



insurgent group posts a video on the Internet depicting the murder of seven Iraqi
National Guardsmen.

February 6—Gunmen attack a police station in Mahawil. 14 insurgents, 5 Iraqi
National Guardsmen, and 17 Iraqi police die. Iraqi security forces announce that they
had captured Khamis Masin Farhan, a former Iraqi general, on December 20th in
Baiji. Iraqi officials maintain that he assisted in a number of insurgent attacks.

February 7—Iraqi police officers and National Guardsmen note an increase in tips
from the general public concerning the insurgency in the week following the election.

February 8—In Baquba, a car bomb explodes outside of the provincial police
headquarters, killing 15 recruits and wounding 17 more. In Mosul, a suicide bomber
detonates his explosives inside the grounds of the Jumhouri Teaching Hospital. 12
Iraqi policemen die and four others are wounded. Witnesses say the bomber called
police over to him prior to detonating his explosives. A group affiliated with Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi claims credit for the hospital bombing.

February 9—A suicide bomber in Baghdad detonates his explosives in the middle of
a crowd outside of the Iraqi National Guard headquarters at the Muthana airfield. 22
people die and 30 are wounded. Three police officers die in Baghdad during a
firefight in the Ghazaliya neighborhood. Iraqi security forces claim that they have
captured a militant involved in beheadings in and around Mosul.

February 10—Four Iraqi policemen die in Samarra when a roadside bomb explodes.
A police colonel, Riad Al-Yawi, attached to the Oil Ministry is abducted by gunmen
loyal to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi in southern Baghdad. Police and insurgents wage a
fierce battle in the town of Salman Pak, southeast of Baghdad. 10 policemen and 20
insurgents are killed. At least 65 policemen are wounded. Police capture two Saudis
and three Iranians. An Iraqi army driver is shot dead in Balad.

February 11—Four bodies, believed to be Iraqi policemen, are found in Haswa,
south of Baghdad. In Baquba, a police officer dies in a driveby shooting.

February 12—A suicide car bomb targeting an Iraqi National Guard patrol
detonates, killing 13 and wounding 40 in Balad Ruz. It fails to injure any
Guardsmen. A group affiliated with Abu Musab al-Zarqawi claims credit for the
attack. In Mosul, the bodies of six Iraqi National Guardsmen and six Kurdish
security Guards are dumped in separate parts of the city.

February 13—Iraqi troops recover the bodies of three US servicemen killed in a
Humvee accident at the Isaki Canal. They weld a tool themselves to recover the
bodies and brave freezing water temperatures.

February 14—Reportedly, 10,000 Iraqis arrive at one military base looking to enlist.
Half pass the recruiting test.



February 15—Iraqi officials state that Iraqi security forces had captured two brothers
who served as Iraqi intelligence agents in the Hussein regime. Sabah Nouri Milhim
and Riyah Nouri Milhim were captured sometime in January and are suspected of
training, supplying, and financing insurgents in Fallujah and Baghdad. It is believed
that they had a large role in the countless attacks on Iraqi security forces in Baghdad.

February 17—In Samarra, four Iraqi police officers die in two separate attacks. One
attack was reportedly an unsuccessful assassination attempt on a police captain. In
Baghdad, a suicide bomber kills an Iraqi National Guardsman. In a later attack,
Guardsmen shoot an kill another would-be suicide bomber before he can detonate his
explosive vest. The attacks occur in the Mansour district. Elsewhere in Baghdad,
Ghazi Houshi, an Interior Ministry intelligence officer, is gunned down in the Dawra
neighborhood. In Baquba, gunmen fire on an Iraqi police patrol, killing one officer.
Two insurgents die in the fight. In Mosul, a police station is fired upon, wounding
the commander and killing his driver.

February 18—Gunmen in Diyala assassinate an Iraqi National Guard officer and
four civilians. Najaf city police chief, a visible opponent of the insurgency, Ghalib
Jazaeri states that his two sons, members of the police force, had been kidnapped and
murdered in Karbala. He states that he is worried that his force has been infiltrated
by insurgents. The responsibility for providing security in several parts of Baghdad is
turned over to the Iraqi 305th “Tiger” unit.

February 19—In Baquba, a car bomb detonates at the National Guard headquarters,
killing one Guardsman.

February 20—US and Iraqi secuirty forces launch simultaneous raids and set up
checkpoints in the cities of Ramadi, Hit, and Haditha. The Iraqi National Guard
reports that nine men were arrested for connections to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. A US
Marine Corps spokesman states that while some of the insurgents in Ramadi had
come from Fallujah prior to the assault on the city, most were common criminals. US
soldiers and Iraqi police detain 17 suspected insurgents and seize weapons in a raid in
Baghdad. The Iraqi interim government reports that an Iraqi battalion had captured
Jaffa Sadaq Fette, the leader of a 100-man cell who profited by transporting Iraqis out
of the country for insurgency training and then transporting them back in. He was
captured February 3rd in Balad. 267 Iraqi police begin parols in Samarra to try and
quell the restive city.

February 21—A suicide bomber drive his vehicle into a crowd of people gathered
outside the Interior Ministry’s Rangers Battalion headquarters in the Qadisiriyah
neighborhood of Baghdad. Trainees and volunteers finish a drill as he strikes. At
least two die and seven are wounded. Iraqis say that it is the third or fourth time that
crowds have been targeted outside the complex.



February 22—In western Baghdad, Iraqi police shoot and kill an insurgent
attempting to plant an IED near a Shi’ite Mosque. The incident occurs in the
Ghazaliya neighborhood.

February 24—Insurgents detonate a suicide car bomb at the police headquarters in
Tikrit. 10 Iraqis are killed and 35 more are injured. The bomber wore a police
uniform, indicating either that it was stolen, sold on the black market, or that the
bomber had infiltrated the force. In Qaim, four Iraqi National Guardsmen are killed
by two roadside bombs. In Kirkuk, a roadside bomb kills two policemen and injures
three. Khattab Omar Arif, the leader of the city’s emergency police, states that the
bomb was intended for him and instead killed the men guarding him.

February 26—In Nibai, one Iraqi army soldier is shot dead and an Iraqi policeman is
killed in Baquba.

February 27—In the Musayyib district, insurgents try and disrupt an Iraqi army raid
with a car bomb. One Iraqi soldier is killed and three are wounded. 12 suspects are
captured.

February 28—Insurgents launch the single deadliest attack to date, detonating a
suicide car bomb outside of a Hilla city government office where police recruits were
waiting to get physicals. The explosion kills at least 127 and wounds more than 150.
A separate car bomb explodes in Musayyib—no details are available. In Mosul, a
firefight between insurgents and Iraqi commandoes leaves four civilians dead and a
group of insurgents blow themselves up after they are chased down and surrounded
by Kurdish forces and Iraqi police. In Baghdad, Iraqi soldiers fight a contingent of
Sudanese militants following an attack on an army convoy. The battle takes place in
the al-Battaween district. 22 militants are detained and at least two are killed.

March 2—A suicice car bomber detonates his vehicle near an army recruiting center
in the Salihiya neighborhood of Baghdad. Six soldiers die and 28 are wounded by the
blast. This is the third time the center has been targeted in a year. The third attack
produced the fewest casualties and it is believed that the blast walls were successful
in protecting the site. A second car bomb explodes two hours later in the Jadriya
neighborhood of the city. The second blast targeted an Iraqi military convoy, killing
seven and injuring two.

March 3—Col. Mou’ness Saeed, chief of the al-Mouqdad station in Kirkuk, narrowly
dodges an assassination attempt. Gunmen target him in a driveby shooting, but he
escapes unharmed. Insurgents detonate two car bombs near the Ministry of the
Interior in Baghdad, killing five police officers and wounding seven others. In
Baquba, a suicide car bomber targets the chief of the emergency police in the Diyala
province, Mudhafar Shahab Jiburi. The bomber detonates his vehicle outside the
headquarters of the Iraqi emergency police, killing one person and wounding 12
others. Jiburi escapes unharmed. A previously unheard of Iraqi insurgent group, the



Saladin Al Ayobi Brigades of the Islamic Front of Iraqi Resistance (JAME) pledges
to stop targeting Iraqi security forces and civilians and to concentrate on US forces.

March 4--Col. Ghaib Hadab Zarib, the al-Budair police chief, is shot to death outside
his home by gunmen. US Army officials announce that Cpl. Dustin Berg, an Indiana
National Guardsman, will be court-martialed for the November 2003 murder of Iraqi
police officer Hussein Kamel Hadi Dawood Dubeidi. 15 decapitated bodies are
found in an old military base between Latifiya and Karbala. The dead include women
and children. It is believed that the men were part of a group of Iraqi soldiers
kidnapped some time ago.

March 6—Reports indicate that most of the violent neighborhoods in Baghdad,
including the Adhamiya neighborhood and Haifa Street, have been turned over to
Iraqi forces in the weeks following the election. A reported ten neighborhoods are in
the care of the Iraqi Army’s 40th Brigade. The Iraqi forces hope to control all of the
city by December 2005.

March 7—Militants bomb Mohammed Jasim’s, a major in the Iraqi National Guard,
house in Balad, killing his family. Jasim claimed credit for capturing or killing most
of the insurgents that had been neutralized in the area. Two Sudanese men were
taken into custody for questioning in connection with the attack. In Baqubah,
insurgents launch an elaborate attack on an Iraqi Army checkpoint. Eight cars pull
over and 50 masked militants leap out and open fire on the checkpoint. The attackers
withdrew and the Iraqi forces took their comrades to the hospital. On the way, an
explosion, believed to be a suicide bomber, rocks the hospital convoy. Officials
believe that the attacks were coordinated. Six soldiers, two policemen, two civilians
are killed and 23 people are wounded. A group affiliated with Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi claims credit for the attacks.

March 9—Insurgents park a garbage truck packed with explosives close to the Sadr
Hotel in central Baghdad. A firefight breaks out between the hotel’s armed guards
and the insurgents minutes before the truck is detonated. An Iraqi police officer is
killed and more than 40 other people are wounded. A group affiliated with Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi claims credit. In Basra, insurgents detonate a roadside bomb while
an Iraqi police convoy passes. Two police officers are killed and five more wounded
in the attack. In Habbaniya, a town within the Sunni Triangle, a suicide bomber
drives his car into an Iraqi Army base. The driver is believed to be Sudanese. The
bomb kills two officers, a civilian, and wounds 15 people. 20 bodies are found near
Qaim, close to the Syrian border. It is unclear if the men were Iraqi soldiers or
policemen. Investigators believe the killings occurred on March 5, toward the end of
the Marine-led Operation River Blitz which focused on the towns of Ramadi, Hit,
Hadita, and Qaim. In al-Habbaniya, a suicide car bomber attacks a joint US-Iraqi
checkpoint on the road to a US military base. No casualties were confirmed.
Shoqayer Fareed Sheet, a former Iraqi police lieutenant, confessed to a special Iraqi
antiterrorism unit, al-Theeb, or “the wolf,” that he had tortured and killed 113 Iraqi



police officers, Iraqi soldiers, and Iraqi civilians and had provided Iraqi Sunni
insurgents with information.

March 10—In southeastern Baghdad, gunmen attack and critically wound Iraqi
Interior Ministry police official Gen. Abdul Karim Raheem while he is in his car.
Col. Aiyad Abdul Razaq, who was driving to work in the same general part of
Baghdad, is hot to death. He was the chief deputy of the Jisdiala police station. In
central Baghdad, the chief of the al-Salihiya police station, Col. Hamad Ubeyis is shot
to death in his squad car. Shoqayer Fareed Sheet leads al-Theeb to a mass grave at
the Wadi Egab Cemetery where 31 bodies, believed to be members of the Iraqi
security forces, are found. In Baghdad, gunmen kill top police official Lt. Col.
Ahmed Obais who was being driven to work by a driver and his bodyguard.

March 12—Militants ambush three Iraqi policemen in Mosul’s Sukar district. The
officers were driving to a friend’s funeral. All three were shot to death.

March 14—Ramzi Hashim, a Mosul man, is arrested by the Najaf police. Police
chief Ghalib al-Jazairi states that they captured him in a hotel plotting a major attack.
The police believe that he was involved in the August 2003 bombing at the Imam Ali
Mosque that killed SCIRI head Ayatollah Mohammed Baqr al-Hakim. Iraqi officials
announce that they have in their custody Marwan Taher Abdulrasheed and Abdulla
Maher Abdulrasheed. The two men were arrested in Tikrit on February 8th. Marwan
is a former Saddam bodyguard and officials believe that Abdulla was helping to fund
the insurgency.

March 15—A car bomb in Baghdad wounds an Iraqi policeman. There are no
further details reported.

March 16—In Baquba, a car bomb is detonated by insurgents at a checkpoint
manned by Iraqi Army soldiers, killing two soldiers and wounding five more.

March 20—A suicide bomber walks into police headquarters in Mosul and detonates
his explosives. Two people are killed, including Walid Kashmoula, the chief of
Mosul’s anti-corruption operations. Three Iraqi police officers are wounded when a
roadside bomb explodes in Kirkuk. In Baquba, gunmen open fire on a police station,
killing four Iraqi officers and wounding two others.

March 21—Insurgents try to assassinate Mosul’s provincial police chief. The attack
is a failure and 17 militants die. No Iraqi security force casualties are reported.

March 22--Iraqi officials state that 85 insurgents died earlier in the day when Iraqi
commandos, assisted by US air and ground support, overran an insurgent training
camp located in swamps near Tharthar Lake in the Sunni Triangle. The commandos
were part of the 1st Police Commando Battalion. The 85 killed insurgents were the
most killed in any one battle since the offensive against Fallujah. Among the dead
insurgents were Iraqis, Sudanese, Algerians, Moroccans and others. Seven Iraqi



commandos were killed and five were wounded. Reportedly, the camp was part of
the Islamic Army of Tikrit which, in an unusual act, distributed leaflets announcing
that they had sustained 11 casualties in the assault in the swamps. Insurgents attack
Iraqi soldiers in Kirkuk, but, according to Iraqi officials, they fight them off. No
casualties are reported.

March 23—US and Iraqi forces conduct raids south of Mosul near Tal Afar. Iraqi
officials announce that Iraqi security forces had disrupted a plot to attack the National
Assembly the previous week during its meeting in the Green Zone.

March 24—11 Iraqi policemen of the 2nd Iraqi Special Police Commando unit are
killed when a suicide car bomber detonates his vehicle at a checkpoint in Ramadi. In
Mosul, Iraqi police mistake three Iraqi army officers and two Iraqi police officers for
insurgents. They open fire, killing all five men. US and Iraqi forces continue raids
near Tal Afar, seizing 13 suspected insurgents and several weapons. Militants shoot
and kill the commander of an Iraqi Army brigade in Basra, Maj. Gen. Salman
Muhammad, as he drives from a friend’s funeral in Baghdad.

March 25—Reports cast doubt on the Iraqi claim that police commandos killed 85
insurgents in March 22nd’s major raid. Exact casualties remain unknown, but US and
Iraqi officials assert that the Iraqis, in their first major lead operation, performed well.
A suicide car bomber detonates his vehicle in Iskandariya close to an Iraqi Army
convoy. Four soldiers die and nine soldiers and civilians are wounded. In Fallujah,
US and Iraqi forces impose a curfew after an Iraqi policeman is shot to death.
Reports today indicate that Iraqi commandos admitted that the attack on the terrorist
training camp in the swamps on march 22nd was not as successful as it first seemed.
Most of the insurgent casualties reported were caused by American helicopter
gunships. Iraqi commandos confirmed that the dead insurgents were mostly foreign
Arabs. A Filipino and an Algerian were found among the dead, allegedly along with
Chechens, Saudis, and Afghans.

March 27—A militant group claiming to be Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’s Al Qaeda in
Iraq releases a video depicting the apparent shooting death of an alleged employee of
the Ministry of the Interior. The murdered man identifies himself as Col. Ryadh
Katie Olyway just before he dies. An Iraqi Ministry official confirms that a Col.
Olyway worked for both the Ministry of the Interior and the Oil Ministry, but could
not verify the identity of the man in the video. Guards outside of the Ministry of
Science and Technology in Baghdad open fire on protesters who were demanding
better pay. One protester is killed.

March 28—Militants detonate a roadside bomb near an Iraqi police patrol in
southwestern Baghdad. Three police are wounded and one is killed. The chief of the
Balat al-Shouhada police station in southeastern Baghdad, Col. Abdul Kahrim Fahad,
is gunned down while being driven to work.



March 31—Joint Iraqi and US raids in Mosul and Tal Afar begin. In Tuz Khurmatu,
insurgents detonate a car bomb at an Iraqi Army checkpoint designed to protect
visitors to a Shi’ite shrine. Several civilians die and eight Iraqi soldiers are wounded.

April 1—In Balad Ruz, an Interior Ministry commando is killed during a raid in the
Daniya section of the city. Elsewhere in the city, police chief Col. Hatem Rashid
Mohammed is killed by insurgents while getting into his vehicle. Joint Iraqi and US
raids continue in Mosul and Tal Afar. Raids have netted eight insurgent suspects and
multiple weapons. At a Baghdad mosque, a group of 64 Sunni Arab imams and
religious scholars issue an edict encouraging Sunni Arabs to join the Iraqi army and
police. The edict was signed by Ahmed Hassan al-Taha, an imam who has been a
strong critic of the occupation, but not Harith al-Dari, the leader of the association of
Muslim Scholars.

April 2—In a bold attack, between 40 and 60 insurgents launch an attack on Abu
Ghraib prison from all sides, utilizing car bombs, mortars, RPGs, and small arms.
The insurgents attack the part of the prison controlled by the Iraqi security forces in
an apparent attempt to free an unknown quantity of prisoners. US forces call in
reinforcements and repell the attack which lasts for approximately 45 minutes. In
Khan Bani Saad, insurgents detonate a car bomb at a police station, killing five,
including three policemen, and wound three more Iraqi police.

April 3—The body of a Kurdish police officer who had been shot to death is found
in Mosul.

April 4—During a joint search operation, Iraqi forces are attacked by insurgents in
Diyala province. US air and ground assets from the US Army’s 42 Infantry Division
move in to help once they are attacked. One Iraqi soldier is killed during the hour-
long battle.

April 5—General Jalal Mohammed Salah, the commander of an Interior Ministry
mechanized armored brigade, is kidnapped in Baghdad. In Amiriya on Baghdad’s
western outskirts, insurgents detonate a car bomb as an Iraqi military convoy passes
by. No military casualties are reported, but several civilains are hurt. In Tal Afar, a
bus filled with around 50 Iraqi soldiers is hit by an explosion from a roadside bomb.
3 Iraqi soldiers are killed and more than 44 are wounded. The soldiers were on their
way to distribute pay to their families. Reportedly, Iraqi soldiers believe that the
attackers knew they were coming. Several trucks with mounted machine guns were
protecting the bus before the explosion.

April 7—Iraq’s president, Jalal Talabani, takes office and offers an amnesty to
insurgents, possibly even insurgents who have killed Iraqi security force members.
The amnesty is seen as much broader than the one posed by the former interim prime
minister, Ayad Allawi. In Mosul, insurgents launch a bomb attack on an Iraqi army
patrol. Three soldiers are killed and 20 more wounded. The patrol issues a statement
claiming to have captured 7 attackers. In Basra, Maj. Mahmoud Hassan al-Yassiri,



and Iraqi army officer, is killed when gunmen burst into a restaurant where he is
eating with a colleague and shoot him in the head.

April 9—In Mosul, an insurgent car bomb kills two Iraqi policemen. Press reports
indicate that claims of abuse had been lodged against members of Iraq’s security
forces by other Iraqis.

April 11—US soldiers and approximately 500 Iraqi soldiers conduct sweeps dubbed
Operation Vanguard Tempest in the Al-Rasheed district in Baghdad. The sweeps net
some 65 suspected militants. The district is suspected to be a hub of insurgent
activity.

April 12—The Iraqi government claims that it has captured Fadhil Ibrahim Mahmud
al-Mashadani. Mashadani, reportedly, aided insurgent attacks and was a high ranking
Ba’athist in the Saddam Hussein regime. The Iraqi government had posted a
$200,000 reward for information leading to his capture. In Baghdad, Maj. Gen. Tareq
al-Baldawi, the deputy interior minister, is attacked in the Hay al-Adel district. He
escapes unhurt. US Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld visits Iraq and states that the US
will not leave until the Iraqi security forces are capable assuming full control of the
country.

April 13—Insurgents in Kirkuk detonate a bomb close to 12 Iraqi security force
members who are defusing a roadside bomb. All 12 are killed. In Baghdad, gunmen
attack Col. Naji Hussein, a Ministry of the Interior official, as he drives through the
al-Dora district. Hussein is wounded by small arms fire.

April 14—US soldiers and Iraqi soldiers arrest 17 suspected insurgents in western
Baghdad and seize weapons, US currency, and bomb-making materials. Insurgents
detonate two car bombs nearly simultaneously near an Iraqi police convoy. Most of
the casualties are civilians. The exact number of hurt or killed Iraqi police is
unknown. Approximately two hours later, US and Iraqi forces destroy a follow-on
car bomb near the same site. Elsewhere in the city, gunmen kill 1st Lt. Firas Hussein
while on his way in to work. Hussein was reportedly working for Iraq’s intelligence
service. In Mahaweel, a suicide bomber detonates a briefcase full of explosives in a
market. Four Iraqi policemen die and several civilians are wounded. In Kirkuk,
militants assault the Al-Adala police station, killing three Iraqi policemen and
wounding two others. In Baquba, Iraqi forces take into custody 27 suspected
militants.

April 15—Insurgents attack an Iraqi military convoy in Baghdad. Exact casualties
are unknown. In the city’s Talbiya district, a roadside bomb detonates near an Iraqi
army convoy, killing one civilian and wounding three others. Reports indicate that 50
Shi’ite prisoners may have been taken by Sunni militants demanding that all Sh’ites
evacuate the town of Madain. Civilians are reported fleeing the area.



April 16—Reports indicate that the kidnapping in Madain may be a response to an
earlier kidnapping of 20 Sunnis from a nearby town. In Baquba, insurgents bomb a
restaurant. 10 police officers are killed. In Kirkuk, militants shoot and kill a
policeman and an Iraqi army officer. Near Hilla, a suicide car bomber plows into an
Iraqi police patrol, killing four officers.

April 18—Iraqi security forces, numbering some 2,000 police and soldiers and
reinforced by US helicopters, receive a tip that leads them to a weapons cache. The
arrest several suspected militants and uncover a bomb-making plant and a firing
range. 10 insurgents wearing Iraqi military uniforms appear at Lt. Gen. Adnan
Qaragholi’s home. When invited inside, the shoot and kill Qaragholi, an advisor to
the interim defense minister, and his son, Iraqi army Capt. Alaa al-Din. The
insurgents left their uniforms at the scene of the shooting. The public information
officer for the Iraqi police in Mosul, Brig. Gen. Younis Mohammad Sulaiman, is
killed by gunmen on his way to work. Iraqi security forces take control of Madain
City, finding no Shi’ite hostages or prisoners. They arrest ten suspects and seize an
unknown quantity of weapons. The Shi’ite bloc that forms the majority in the new
Iraqi government announces plans to pursue a drastic purge of Ba’athists in the Iraqi
security and military forces. US and Iraqi officials state that this policy could do
much to damage the forces that have been created and send many of the best
intelligence and military officers over to the insurgency.

April 19—A suicide car bomber detonates his vehicle, a green Kia minibus, near a
group of Iraqi security forces and recruits at the Adhamiya Palace in Baghdad. Two
Iraqi army soldiers and two recruits are killed. Eight soldiers are wounded and
approximately 30 recruits were hurt. Maj. Gen. Adnan Thabet reportedly suggests
that the incident in Madain had more to do with local tribal politics than anything
else. He suggests further that the media and several political parties turned the
incident into a crisis. In Basra, two Iraqi policemen are killed and six hurt by the
detonation of a roadside bomb.

April 20—50 bodies are found in the Tigris River. Some Iraqis believe that these
bodies are the hostages that were reported taken in Madain, yet Riadh Sakhi, a
policeman, states that it appeared as though several of the victims, which included
two school girls, had been in the water for weeks and may have washed up as a result
of the spring thaw. Reportedly, Iraqi President Jalal Talabani claims to have the
names of both the kidnapped and those who committed the crime in Madain. Reports
indicate that the bodies of 19 Iraqi National Guardsmen are found in a soccer stadium
in Haditha. The men were part of a six minibus convoy headed to Haditha on the 19th

to check reports of armed militants. When ambushed, four buses managed to escape
but two were left behind. The Iraqis that escaped returned to the site with US
reinforcements but found nothing. Reportedly, the Iraqis in the six minibuses were
badly outgunned by the insurgents who were armed with grenade launchers. The
Guardsmen that were left behind were taken hostage and then executed. In Ramadi,
two suicide car bombers detonate their vehicles in the center of the city, close to an
Iraqi checkpoint. The attackers failed to injure anyone. In Sadr city, militants kill



policeman Ali Talib in a drive by shooting. Elsewhere in Baghdad, a roadside bomb
kills an Iraqi policeman and injures two others.

April 22—The prison director for the Nineveh Province, Col. Khalid Najim
Abdallah, is killed in Mosul by insurgents who stop his car.

April 23—Reportedly, insurgents detonate a car bomb near and Iraqi National Guard
convoy as it passes the village of Zaydan, close to Abu Ghraib prison. Nine soldiers
are killed, and 20 more are injured. 314 Iraqi Army soldiers graduate in Tikrit. In an
attack on a joint US-Iraqi convoy traveling a street close to the road to Baghdad
International Airport, a suicide bomber wounds seven Iraqi soldiers and three US
soldiers. A roadside bomb in Yusufiyah kills an Iraq National Guardsman. Three
Iraqi soldiers are wounded by an IED that strikes their convoy in Mosul.

April 24—Militants detonate two car bombs at the checkpoint entrance to the Iraqi
Police Academy in Tikrit. Six police are killed with an additional 35 wounded. Most
of the wounded were Iraqi police.

April 25—Joint Iraqi and US sweeps around Baghdad net 41 insurgents and an
unspecified quantity of weapons. 10 of the militants are suspects in the shooting
down of a civilian MI-8 helicopter.

April 26—The Staff Judge Advocate team from the US 3rd Infantry Division begins
providing human rights training to the 1st Iraqi Army Brigade.

April 28—In Basra, Iraqi soldiers apprehend six insurgents armed with explosives an
various sundry weapons. Militants detonate a bomb in a heavily populated part of eas
Baghdad as police officers in two pickup trucks drove by. Two officers die and two
more are wounded. Elsewhere in Baghdad, a Ministry of the Interior official, Lt. Col.
Alaa Khalil Ibrahim, is shot dead on his way into work. Militants detonate a bomb
near a joint US-Iraqi convoy, killing two Iraqi soldiers and wounding 12 others.

April 29—Iraqi police successfully prevent three suicide bomber attacks near Salman
Pak. One police officer is killed and five others are wounded. In the Al Dora district
of Baghdad, Iraqi officers safely detonate an IED near the Al Dora police station. In
Baghdad, four suicide car bombers strike in the Azamiyah section of the city. 15
Iraqi soldiers die and 30 are wounded in attacks on an Iraqi army patrol, on a police
patrol, and two on barricades close to the headquarters for the Interior Ministry’s
special forces. All told, more than 10 car bombs explode in Iraq today, yet reports
indicate that most of the bombers were unable to reach their intended targets. In a
separate attack in the city, militants shoot at a police patrol, wounding one officer.
Not far from Basra, an IED detonates near an Iraqi border guard patrol, killing one
Iraq soldier and wounding two others.

April 30—Militants shoot at an Iraqi police patrol in Mosul, wounding two officers.



May 1—Following a suicide bomb targeting the funeral gathering of Kurdish
Democratic Party official Sayid Ahmed Wahab in Tal Afar, US and Iraqi forces clash
with insurgents. No casualties are reported. In the Nahrwan area of Baghdad, six
Iraqi policemen are killed in an insurgent ambush on their checkpoint. Several of the
18 militants are killed as well.

May 2—Insurgents target an Iraqi commando convoy in the al-Huriyah neighborhood
of Baghdad. Two commandos are wounded and the commander of Baghdad’s
commandos, Maj. Gen. Rasheed Aflayeh, escapes unharmed. In the Zayouna
neighborhood, a car bomb explodes close to an Iraqi police patrol, killing two
officers. Insurgents detonate a car bomb near an Iraqi army convoy in the al-
Tarmiyah portion of the city, wounding an Iraqi soldier and a police officer. In the
southeastern Baghdad neighborhood of al-Rustumiya, 30 insurgents attack an Iraqi
police checkpoint. Five police officers die and an unknown number of insurgents. A
suicide bomber detonates his truck at a checkpoint south of the city. The blast kills
eight soldiers and wounds 20 more.

May 3—An Iraqi soldier and policeman die in firefights in Baghdad. In the western
portion of the city, three roadside bombs explode close to Iraqi police patrols, hurting
four officers. In Ramadi, a joint Iraqi-US checkpoint comes under fire from
insurgents. 12 militants are killed and two Iraqi soldiers are wounded. In Samarra,
militants shoot and kill three Iraqi policemen following a series of police raids on
suspected insurgent-held areas. In Shurgat, an Iraqi soldier is killed. No details are
released.

May 4—The Army of Ansar al-Sunna claims credit for a suicide bombing in Erbil
that targets an office of the KDP political party where more than 300 people were
waiting to get approval to apply for Iraqi security jobs. More than 60 are killed and
more than 150 injured by the blast. Reports indicate that the suicide bomber seems to
have mingled among the recruits before detonating his explosives. Ansar al-Sunna
had struck recruits previously in Erbil in February 2004. In Baghdad, a car bomb
explodes in the Dora area, killing nine Iraqi soldiers and wounding three others.

May 5—Nine Iraqi police officers die in insurgent ambushes on what appears to have
been a convoy. Six die in the Sayidiya district and three close to Sayidiya Square. A
suicide bomber detonates his vehicle outside of the frequently attacked army
recruiting station outside the Al-Muthana Airfield in Baghdad. 13 Iraqi soldiers die
and seven are wounded. Maj. Gen. Salman Hikmat Moussa, an Interior Ministry
official, escapes a suicide bomber who detonates his vehicle outside of his home in
western Baghdad. One Iraqi police officer dies in the attack and six others are
wounded. Reports released today indicate that Iraqi security forces had captured
Ayman Sabawi, an alleged supporter of the insurgency and half brother of Saddam
Hussein in Tikrit.

May 6—In northeastern Tikrit, a suicide bomber rams a 45-person bus carrying Iraqi
police officers to work. Seven officers die and three are wounded. Lt. Gen. Naiser



Abadi, deputy chief of staff for Iraq’s armed forces, states that he doubts the rumors
that Abu Musab al-Zarqawi was injured and recovering in a Ramadi hospital are true.
US forces reportedly were investigating the rumors.

May 8—In the Rawa area, US and Iraqi forces capture 54 militants and kill six more
in a firefight after information gleaned from a captured Zarqawi aide, Ghassan
Muhammad Amin Husayn al-Rawi, directs them to the region. They seize bomb
making material and two large stashes of weapons. The US military reports that Iraqi
forces captured Ammar al-Zubaydi, an alleged aide to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, on
May 5th. Reportedly, Zubaydi is responsible for multiple bombing attacks, including
a number of attacks in Baghdad on April 29th and the April attack on the Abu Ghraib
prison. Those attacks killed 23 Iraqi troops and wounded 31. Press releases state that
he was planning to assassinate a senior Iraqi official, that he had stolen hundreds of
rockets and cases of ammunition from facilities in Yusifiya in 2003, and that he had
helped Abu Omar al-Kurdi, another suspected Zarqawi aide captured in December.

May 9—Two Iraqi policemen are killed and six are wounded when a suicide car
bomber detonates his vehicle at a police checkpoint in southern Baghdad. Reports
state that militants had detonated 135 car bombs in April, more than any other month
since the invasion. The same reports indicate that Iraqi police had seized 10 vehicles
in 10 days packed with explosives that were to be used in bombings.

May 11—In Hawija, a suicide bomber detonates his explosive vest amongst a crowd
that had lined up to join the Iraqi army. The suicide bomber managed to slip by
security. 20 are killed and another 30 are wounded. In Baghdad, insurgents detonate
a car bomb outside of a police station in the al-Dora neighborhood, killing civilians
and wounding eight Iraqi police officers. In a separate car bomb attack on an
emergency police patrol, four police officers are injured. The attack occurs at Jordan
Square in the Yarmuk area of the city. In Jamiya, insurgents attack an Iraqi army
patrol, killing three Iraqi soldiers. A suicide bomber detonates his vehicle near a
police station in the Dawra area, killing civilians but no Iraqi policemen. In the
Mansour district, militants gun down two police officers.

May 12—Iraqi Army Brig. Gen. Ayad Imad Mahdi is shot to death by gunmen as he
drives to work in western Baghdad. An Iraqi Interior Ministry employee, Col. Jamal
Ahmed Hussein, is killed on his way to work in the al-Amin neighborhood.
Reportedly, Polish and Iraqi soldiers seize a cache of weapons and arrest 29 suspected
militants in the Wasit province in a mission dubbed ‘Operation Cobweb.’

May 13—Reports released by the Iraqi government state that Iraqi forces had
captured Saif Aldin Mustafa Nuaimi and Abdul Qadir Ashur Jaburi, two men
allegedly affiliated with Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’s organization, on April 15th. Jaburi,
Nuaimi’s father, is accused of raising money for Zarqawi’s group while Nuaimi is an
alleged bomb maker. In Baghdad’s Adil district, gunmen open fire on an Iraqi police
patrol, killing two policemen and wounding three more. In Baquba, insurgents
detonate a car bomb, killing two Iraqi National Guardsmen and wounding five more.



May 14—The bodies of 10 Iraqi soldiers are found in western Ramadi. Two Iraqi
police officers are killed in a clash in Samarra. Iraqi Army soldiers detained 58
suspects in Miqdadiya.

May 15—In Iskandariya, Iraqi police find 11 bodies, four of which had been
beheaded. At least three of the dead are Iraqi soldiers. A suicide car bomber
detonates his vehicle next to an Iraqi police patrol in Baghdad, killing four people. It
is not clear how many officers are killed/wounded. Militants throw grenades at a
Iraqi police convoy in the western part of the city, killing one officer.

May 16—In Baghdad, an unidentified Iraqi general working for the Defense Ministry
escapes an assassination attempt when his guards open fire on a car that pulls up next
to his. The vehicle was flush with weaponry. Elsewhere in the city, Defense Minister
Sadoun Dulaimi announces that, due to complaints over Iraqi security force raids by
Iraqi citizens, Iraqi forces would no longer be able to raid mosques and places of
worship. Insurgents detonate a car bomb in a market within the city. When Iraqi
troops investigate, militants detonate a follow-on car bomb, killing nine Iraqi soldiers.
Unidentified Iraqis dressed as Iraqi Army soldiers bind, blindfold, and shoot eight
civilians in the Al-Sha’ab area of Baghdad. Four more are found in the Ur
neighborhood close to a mosque. In Baquba, insurgents detonate a roadside bomb,
killing five Iraqi soldiers and wounding seven more. Iraqi officials announce that
they captured a Mosul-based bomb maker, Salim Yussef Ghafif Huseyn, last week.

May 17—An Interior Ministry official, Brig. Gen. Ibrahim Khammas, head of
criminal intelligence, is killed by gunmen in a drive-by shooting as he leaves for
work.

May 18—A US military official states that 126 car bombs had been detonated or
disarmed since February 27, 2005. Iraqi forces are attacked in central Baghdad.
They return fire, killing four militants. Further details are unavailable.

May 19—Reports indicate that the US 1st Cavalry Division had received over 100
allegations of abuse by Iraqi military forces by the time they left Iraq in February,
spanning back six months.

May 21—Reports indicate that at least three Iraqi policemen are killed overnight.

May 22—Iraqi Army and Interior forces, in conjunction with Coalition troops,
conduct a series of raids in the Abu Ghraib district, termed ‘Operation Squeeze Play,’
capturing a number of suspected insurgents. The Iraqi units involved include two
battalions from the 3rd Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army Division, two battalions from the 1st

Brigade 1st Iraqi Intervention Force, and three battalions from the 2nd Brigade Special
Police Commandos.



May 23—In Mosul, a member of the Iraqi security forces dies when the bomb he was
attempting to diffuse detonates. Operation Squeeze Play continues, with Iraqi and
Coalition forces having netted some 400 suspects.

*The information concerning the establishment of each branch of the Iraqi armed services and the end-
strength objectives is located in a report by Global Security.Org and can be found at
www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/iraq/iraq-corps3.htm


