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Putinõs Stability 2000-2013

Å Bonapartistpolitical regime
ÅPopulist

Åpowered by large businesses and silovikiðsecurity and police 
forces

ÅVisibly strong ðimage of stability, contrast to chaos of 1990s

Å Radically neoliberal and monetarist economic approach 
is offset by unmanageable corruption and formal 
nationalization of  large enterprises
Åthose Putinõs de-jure òmanagersó and de-facto oligarchs create 

unfair competition and destroy judicial and law enforcement 
systems

ÅòGive everything to your friends and law to your enemiesó

Å Rising salaries and pensions along with de-
industrialization and without increase of  productivity
Åbudget crisis at the regional level

Å Growing split between center and regions

Å Rapid growth after 1998õs default was superseded by 
stagflation (2013 GDP growth 1.8%, industrial 
production -0.5%, 2014 ðzero/negative growth)
Å25% drop of internal investments in 2014

Å Deficit of  quality government management

Å Continued alienation of  the middle class

Å Nationalization of the elites after Putinõs comeback
ÅReinforced after Ukrainian crisis



Rocking the boat: 

Ukrainian crisis

ÅSpontaneous decision

Å No òneo-USSRó strategy behind

ÅRetaliation for defeat of  Yanukovich

Å Bad example for Russians

Å Ruining Putinõs image of strong leader

ÅVicious circle of  mistakes

Å Cannot pull out 

Å Propaganda drives the events, not follow

ÅSplit in the society

Å All social groups and all political forces are 
split (especially leftists and nationalists)

Å Liberal opposition tend to support Maidan

Å Patriotic opposition tend to be anti-Maidan

Å85% are not Putinõs fans (some 50% 
ready to vote for Putin); but they support 
Putinõs policies


