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Valerie Abend is the Senior Critical Infrastructure Officer for the Office of the Comptroller of the 

Currency (OCC). Ms. Abend leads the agency’s cybersecurity and resilience efforts for its 

supervised banks and serves as the inaugural chair of the Federal Financial Institutions Examination 

Council’s Cybersecurity and Critical Infrastructure Working Group. Prior to joining the OCC in 

December 2012, she worked as a Managing Director with BNY Mellon. Before that, she was a 

senior official with the Federal Reserve Board. From 2006 to 2009, Ms. Abend served at the U.S. 

Department of the Treasury, where in 2007 the President appointed her Deputy Assistant Secretary 

for Critical Infrastructure Protection and Compliance Policy. 

 

She has also served as an Associate Director for Public Policy at KPMG LLP; on the President’s 

Identity Theft Task Force; the Executive Committee of the Financial Services Sector Coordinating 

Council; the Board of Directors for the Internet Security Alliance; and is a member of the Executive 

Women’s Forum. Ms. Abend received her Bachelors in Political Communications and a Masters in 

Public Administration, both with honors, from The George Washington University. 

 

Julie Brill 

Commissioner, Federal Trade Commission 

 

Julie Brill was sworn in as a Commissioner of the Federal Trade Commission April 6, 2010. Since 

joining the Commission, Ms. Brill has been working actively on issues including protecting 

consumers’ privacy, encouraging appropriate advertising substantiation, guarding consumers from 

financial fraud, and maintaining competition in industries involving health care and high-tech. 

 

Commissioner Brill has been named “the Commission’s most important voice on Internet privacy 

and data security issues” and a “key regulator not just on a national, but also on an international, 

stage” as well as “one of the top minds in online privacy,” one of the top four U.S. government 

players “leading the data privacy debate,” and a “game-changer.” 

 

Commissioner Brill is an advocate of protecting consumers’ privacy, especially with new online and 

mobile technologies, and supports the creation and implementation of mechanisms to give 

consumers better information and control over the collection and use of their personal online 

information, focusing on the need to improve consumer protection in the financial services arena. 

 

Prior to becoming a Commissioner, Ms. Brill was the Senior Deputy Attorney General and Chief of 

Consumer Protection and Antitrust for the North Carolina Department of Justice. Before serving as 

Chief of Consumer Protection and Antitrust in North Carolina, Commissioner Brill served as an 

Assistant Attorney General for Consumer Protection and Antitrust for the State of Vermont for over 

20 years. Prior to coming to the Vermont Attorney General’s office, Commissioner Brill was an 



associate at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison in New York. She graduated magna cum 

laude from Princeton University, and from New York University School of Law, where she had a 

Root-Tilden Scholarship for her commitment to public service. 

 

Joseph H. McClelland 

Director, Office of Energy Infrastructure Security (OEIS), Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission 

 

Joseph H. McClelland was appointed the first Director of the Office of Energy Infrastructure 

Security (OEIS) by Chairman Jon Wellinghoff in September 2012. OEIS provides leadership, 

expertise and assistance to identify, communicate and seek comprehensive solutions to potential 

risks to FERC-jurisdictional facilities from cyber attacks and such physical threats as 

electromagnetic pulses. Prior to directing OEIS, Mr. McClelland served as the first Director of the 

Office of Electric Reliability. He joined the Commission in 2004 as Director of the Division of 

Reliability within the Office of Energy Markets and Reliability. Mr. McClelland came to the 

Commission with more than 20 years of experience in the electric utility industry. He holds a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Pennsylvania State University. 

 

Jacob Olcott 

Principal, Good Harbor Security Risk Management 

 

Jacob Olcott manages the Cybersecurity practice at Good Harbor, where he helps senior corporate 

executives, investment professionals, and government leaders develop programs that identify and 

mitigate cyber risk. Prior to joining Good Harbor, Mr. Olcott served as counsel to Senator John D. 

Rockefeller, IV, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 

where he acted as the Chairman's lead negotiator on comprehensive cybersecurity legislation. He 

also led a review of corporate disclosure practices that contributed to the issuance of groundbreaking 

cybersecurity guidance by the Securities and Exchange Commission in October 2011. Mr. Olcott 

holds a J.D. from the University of Virginia and a B.A. in History from the University of Texas at 

Austin. 

 

David Simpson, Rear Admiral (Ret.) USN 

Bureau Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security, Federal Communications Commission 

 

Rear Admiral (ret.) David Simpson was appointed Chief of the Federal Communications 

Commission’s Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau in November 2013. As Bureau Chief, 

he oversees public safety, homeland security, emergency management, cybersecurity, and disaster 

preparedness activities at the FCC. He works with public and private partners to deliver state-of-the-

art communications that are accessible, reliable, resilient, and secure, and to help ensure that 

communications networks meet the public safety needs of Americans during emergencies. He brings 

to this role more than 20 years of Information and Communications Technology experience 

supporting the Department of Defense, working closely with other agencies to provide secure 

communication services and improve cyberdefense readiness. 

 



Admiral Simpson served previously as the vice director of the Defense Information Systems Agency 

(DISA). In that capacity, he helped lead an organization responsible for planning, developing and 

providing interoperable global communications for the Defense community. From 2009 through 

2010, as Director for Communications and Information Services for U.S. Forces Iraq in Baghdad, he 

synchronized strategic and operational-level communications for U.S. Forces and assisted the 

Government of Iraq in building capacity for the information and communications technology sector. 

Simpson’s extensive career includes assignments with responsibility for networks, IT, and crisis 

communications for afloat and other deployed forces in Europe, Africa, Asia, and South America. 

 

Simpson is a 1982 graduate of the United States Naval Academy. He earned a Master's degree in 

Systems Technology from the Naval Postgraduate School. 

 


