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Global growth – history and 
forecast (bn 2005 USD) 

Source: IFs version 6.69, Base Case forecast 

 From $55,4 trillion in 2013 to 
$74,5 trillion in 2023 and 

 $102,6 trillion by 2033 

  

 



But Africa… 

Source: IFs version 6.69, Base Case forecast 



Current conflict characteristics in Africa 

1. Conflicts typically fought on the peripheries of states, and insurgents 
tend to be militarily weak and factionalised. Therefore increasingly 
fragmented and the number of actors, particularly non-state factions, 
involved in conflicts is rising. Non-state groups frequently racked by 
internal differences and struggles, which complicates picture of state vs 
non-state actors.  

2. Several of today’s insurgent groups have strong transnational 
characteristics and move relatively easily across borders and between 
states 

3. Convergence and connection between networks of organised crime as 
well as their illicit activities, including money laundering, kidnapping, 
drug trafficking, terrorism, etc.  

4. To some extent, era of democracy and elections has seen violent 
competition move from armed opposition in marginal rural areas to 
violence around the election process itself.  

5. Localised violence over access to livelihood resources, such as land and 
water, is also on the increase - includes farmer–herder conflicts. Some 
evidence that resource competition at community level quite prone to 
violence. 

 
 



Globally - most conflict internal (intra-
state) 

Source: Uppsala conflict encyclopedia 



Globally – generally less war but more 
minor instances of violence 

Source: Uppsala conflict encyclopedia 



Globally, Africa and Asia have most armed 
conflict 

Source: Uppsala conflict encyclopedia 



The relatively high levels of internal violence 
experienced in Africa (and other low-income 
regions) in comparison with more prosperous 

regions can largely be explained by seven long-
standing relationships  

 

1. Age structure of the population 

2. Transitions to democracy – which tend to be 
violent 

3. Level of inclusion (democratic deficit) 

4. Bad neighbourhood effect 

5. Governance issues 

6. History of previous intrastate violence 

7. Poverty and violence/instability 



1 Countries with large youthful populations suffering 
from widespread exclusion, rapid urban population 

growth, etc more conflict prone 

Source: IFs version 6.69, Base Case forecast 



Urbanizing Africa… 

Source: IFs version 6.69, 
Base Case forecast using 
Polity IV data 



2 Transitions from Autocracy to 
Democracy unstable 

• Large number of African countries trapped – neither 
fully autocratic nor fully democratic but ‘anocracies’  

• States that experience stalled transitions from 
autocracy to democracy or adverse regime changes 
tend to be more prone to conflict and instability.  

• Anocracies about 6x more likely than democracies and 
2.5x more likely than autocracies to experience new 
outbreaks of intrastate war.  

• Anocracies highly unstable, with over 50% experiencing 
a major regime change within 5 years and over 70% 
within 10 years 

• Partial democracies with factionalism exceptionally 
unstable 
 



3 Democratic surplus vs deficit 



4 Previous or repeat violence/5 Bad 
Neighbourhood 

• 90% of last decade’s civil 
wars occurred in countries 
that experienced a civil war 
in the last 30 years (WD 
Report 2011) 

• Breaking the conflict cycle… 
• “a country making 

development advances, such 
as Tanzania, loses an 
estimated 0.7% of GDP every 
year for each neighbour in 
conflict” WDR 2011) 



6 Governance 

• To provide domestic security 

• Capacity to effectively administer the territory 
and provide minimum of services 

• Perception of domestic legitimacy and 
international recognition 



South Korea vs Nigeria 

Source: IFs version 6.69 base case 



7 Poverty and Intrastate Violence 

Source: IFs version 6.69 base case 
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Source: IFs version 6.69, 
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Why are level of intrastate conflict relatively 
low and declining? 

• End of proxy wars and normalization 

• International and regional investments in 
conflict prevention and management (UN & 
AU), particularly increased African ownership 
and leadership in peace processes 

• Progress in international rule of law (ICC, etc) 

• Investments in development assistance/aid 

• Africa’s new development trajectory and rise 
of China in particular 



 

Source: IFs version 6.69, Base Case forecast 

Concluding remarks 
The world is changing (obviously) 



The Future? 

• Violent armed conflict and resource insecurity will continue 
to occur mainly in poor countries where the following 
variables are present: weak governance, previous 
experience of conflict, spill-over from being located in a bad 
‘neighbourhood’ and/or widespread youth unemployment 
and exclusion co-existing alongside a median age of below 
25 years.  

• And can confidently be expected to continue to decline 
over time as the nature of violence evolves, blurring the 
lines between war and crime. 

• If support for democracy continues to fall away, we could 
expect reversals in African democratization in short to 
medium term. 



Many ways 
to look at 
Africa… 

In	2010 In	2020 In	2030 In	2040

1st Qatar Sierra	Leone Sierra	Leone Sierra	Leone
2nd China Turkmenistan Angola Tanzania

3rd Mongolia Mozambique Turkmenistan Uganda

4th India Timor-Leste Tanzania Ethiopia

5th Bhutan Angola Laos Mozambique
6th Angola Uganda Liberia Burkina	Faso

7th Turkmenistan Laos Mozambique Somalia

8th Laos Rwanda Zambia Zambia

9th Eq	Guinea Liberia Iraq Ghana
10th Mozambique Zambia Uganda Laos

Fastest	growth	rate	in…

HDI - worst performing 
countries in Africa by 

2030: Eritrea, Burundi, 
Somalia Niger, Guinea 

Bissau, CAR, DRC, Chad, 
Madagascar, … 

Source: IFs version 
6.69, Base Case 
forecast 



Large External Uncertainties 
for Africa 

• Will the emergence of 
multiple growth centres 
lead to greater resilience 
and stability or drive 
fragmentation? 

• Continued global growth 
but particularly the future 
economic trajectory of 
China? 

• Will the conditions that 
gave rise to ‘war on 
terror’ assume a new 
form – global class 
competition/sense of 
relative deprivation? 



Trends in Africa 

Source: IFs version 6.69, Base Case forecast 



Sub-regionally 

Source: IFs version 6.69, Base Case forecast 



Summary 

• Dropping of in development assistance holds many 
challenges including danger that the ‘good news’ story 
will lead to a (Western) withdrawal and engagement in 
Africa 

• Different to much of the developed world, most of 
Africa needs ‘more’ not less government – still in 
process of delayed state formation 

• Continued need to invest in UN peacekeeping and 
APSA as well as PBC, etc. 

• The conversion of the African developmental model to 
one that can provide jobs and opportunities 

• The urban challenge… 
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