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The Putera Sampoerna Foundation is a private, secular, and non-profit social 
business.  The foundation’s programs promote the values of tolerance, diversity, 
gender equality, social responsibility, economic and environmental sustainability, 
and representative governance. Our programs respect the rich and diverse 
cultural and spiritual heritage of Indonesia while embracing progressive 
international perspectives. 

With the election of Barack Obama many of us felt that something in the clockwork of the 

cosmos had chimed and changed; that the mandate of heaven had somehow moved its hand 
across the woes of the world and that we were entering a new era.  Those of us in Indonesia, 
where he had lived as a boy and where his mother worked for justice and progress, were 
beaming with pride and expectation.   His words inspired and sustained us: 

   

“…the simple idea that we have a stake in one another, and that what binds us together is 
greater than what drives us apart, and that if enough people believe in the truth of that 

proposition and act on it, then we might not solve every problem, but we can get something 
meaningful done.” 

 
― Barack Obama, The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming the American Dream 
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In his first days as President he proclaimed his commitment to a new foreign policy towards the 
developing world and toward the Islamic world in particular. He proclaimed a new commitment 
to Indonesia too. At university campuses in Jakarta and around the world he made very 
inspirational speeches and reiterated this promise. He proclaimed the Partnership for a New 
Beginning with the Muslim world and the Comprehensive Partnership with Indonesia.  Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton famously proclaimed the doctrine of “Soft Power” as a new direction in 
foreign policy … I, for one, bought into the rhetoric and it seemed for a while that we were 
entering a bold new phase in U.S. policy that focused on “people to people” and not just on 
security and trade.   
 
Quoting and paraphrasing some of the things President Obama said during his recent trip to 
Israel: 
 

• “The days when we (Israel) can seek peace simply with a handful of autocratic leaders … 
those days are over”.  

• “Peace will have to be made among peoples, not just governments”. 
• “No one … no single step can change overnight what lies in the hearts and minds of 

millions”. 
• “That’s where peace begins, not just in the plans of leaders, but in the hearts of people; 

not just in some carefully designed process, but in the daily connections, that sense of 
empathy that takes place among those who live together in this world (country)” 

 
Many of us around the world have been watching and waiting for over four years for meaningful 
and impactful action on words like these. Even without considering the moral imperative of his 
policies, such a rapprochement is clearly, in the minds of those of us outside of the White House, 
the Pentagon, and the Foggy Bottom, a “no brainer.”   
 
Let’s look at the facts,  dollars and sense of the U.S’s relationship with the developing world and 
with the Muslim world in particular. I bring up these realities for the sole purpose of setting the 
stage for constructive round table discussion … For, if it is truly the goal of U.S. foreign policy to 
win friends, improve lives, and build democratic nations, this bears hearing. 
  
To begin with, let me draw upon some ironic “facts” from the CIA’s World Fact book and others 
from CSIS, the PEW Forum on Religion and Public Life, and the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OCED).  
 

• The world’s Muslim population is expected to increase by about 35% in the next 
20 years, rising from 1.6 billion to 2.2 billion by 2030.   

• The global Muslim population is expected to grow at a faster rate than the non-
Muslim population in the next two decades than it did in the previous two 
decades. 

• More than 60% of the global Muslim population is in Asia 
• In the last 20 years the growth rate of Islam in ASEAN is 257% 
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To these trends add to the economic importance of the U.S. – Indonesia partnership:  
Although beset with its myriad of problems, 
 

• Indonesia has risen into the G20 (as the second fastest growing economy) and 
we are on our way to being in the G10 

• Indonesia is now a trillion dollar economy 
• Indonesia’s economy makes up nearly half of Southeast Asia’s combined $1.8 

trillion economy 
• Indonesia hosts some of America’s largest companies from Exxon Mobil to 

Freeport, to Chevron, to Citibank, etc.. 
• Two years ago Boeing sold Lion Air of Indonesia $22 billion worth of airliners 

through the EXIM bank.  
 
But yet U.S.-Indonesia trade last year totaled just $7.4 billion.  Of $20 billion in international 
investment in Indonesia last year, the U.S. share was just $1.5 billion, roughly 5 percent of the 
total. 
 
The U.S. has however expanded another aspect of our relationship in recent years – the military 
and security sector. Writing in CSIS Commentary, September 2012, Murray Hiebert and Jeremiah 
Magpile illuminated this growth sector.  
 

“In contrast to the difficulties facing their economic relations, U.S.-Indonesia 
security ties have emerged as a bright spot. Some of the most dramatic 
improvements in bilateral ties have occurred in military relations… 
 
“Indonesia has dramatically bolstered its security ties with the United States as it 
has sought to professionalize and modernize its military. This year, the two 
countries are scheduled to have nearly 200 joint engagements including senior 
visits, training, exercises, and staff talks. These engagements are focused in four 
main areas: maritime security, peacekeeping, humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief, and reform and professionalization. 
 
Indonesia and the United States held joint military exercises in June involving 450 
Indonesian and 100 U.S. troops under the aegis of Garuda Shield 2012, the sixth 
round of such exercises since Garuda Shield was established in 2007. Indonesia also 
participates with the United States in a raft of regional exercises, including Cobra 
Gold in Thailand. 
 
Defense trade is also increasing as Indonesia grows its military budget. The United 
States is providing Foreign Military Financing funds to upgrade aging Indonesian C-
130 cargo planes and is selling Jakarta two dozen refurbished F-16s. More recently, 
Indonesia has asked to purchase Apache helicopters and is exploring buying 
additional equipment ranging from new radar systems to drones and training 
aircraft.” 
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So we see that the most important “people to people” elements of the relationship are taking 
place between people in uniforms.  Nothing is new here in the way of U.S. foreign policy.  
 
 Where does the U.S. now stand on development assistance vis-à-vis the developing world and 
the Muslim world in particular?  
 

• OCED lists the U.S.A. as 19th in its listing of countries giving official development 
assistance as a percentage of gross national product.  The U.S. falls far behind Saudi 
Arabia, UAE and Russia.   These are obviously nations with large Muslim populations.  

• Inversely, in global Gross Domestic Product (GDP), the U.S. ranks 1st far ahead of #19 
Saudi Arabia and #31 UAE.  
 

We all understand that the GDP of these nations depend almost entirely on the energy sector, 
however, we should note that the Muslim world is “paying to play” in developing nations and is 
paying more proportionally than the USA. 
 
My point is that the United States is perceived as not living up to your President’s rhetoric.    
 
There has been no “rebalance” of the people-to-people aspect of our relationship. The so called 
Asia “Rebalance” strategy is moving military assets from the middle-east to Asia at a cost of 
untold billions while the “imbalance” is growing in the human sector.  This is most obvious and 
unsettling to many here in Asia - a phalanx of U.S. diplomats, generals and admirals has been 
reassuring governments in Asian capitals that you are here to help Southeast Asia again.    
 
You probably know that I am a strong proponent of education as the most effective investment 
in developing human potential, raising people out of poverty, increasing civil society and 
progressive policies, building democratic institutions, for creating trade and building economic 
growth and for increasing the general health and well being of a population.   
 
This is a fact, not a theory – as confirmed by the work of Dr. Walter McMahon in his book, 
Higher Education Greater Good -- published by no less than Johns Hopkins University Press. I 
provide you with copies as this should be a foundation of efforts to re-balance U.S. aid policy. 
This book was the winner of the “Education book of the Year” and the 2010 PROSE Award of the 
Professional Scholarly Publishing Division of the Association of American Publishers. 

Dr. McMahon is Professor of Economics and Professor of Educational Organization and 
Leadership, both Emeritus, at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. His primary fields 
are the Economics of Education and Human Capital, and Macro-Economic Analysis 
(Unemployment, Inflation, Growth, and Development).   
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His work in the field of educational economics has been seminal in formulating policy at 
numerous international organizations and NGOs. Over his career he has gathered and organized 
compelling evidence that expanding higher education downward socially and economically in 
developing nations, when viewed in its full societal value – including private market benefits, 
private non-market benefits and direct social externalities – yields returns of between 12% and 
30% for a bachelors degree.    

The McMahon studies reviewed and analyzed data from around the world, including Indonesia, 
and found that for affecting income and other progressive variables increasing the number of 
bachelor degrees in developing nations has the most rapid and statistically measurable effects 
across a society. The effect of increasing tertiary education degree holders in a country 
surpasses the results of governmental interventions such as traditional state welfare and 
infrastructure development. In addition to raising social and economic standing of lower classes, 
increasing the number of students acquiring Bachelors Degrees has positive impacts on: 

• Democratization and political institutional development 
• Health and vitality of the degree holder and their family  
• Securing and protecting human rights and civic institutions 
• Increased political stability 
• Reduced inequality and incomes and access to opportunities 
• Lower crime rates 
• Improved environmental quality 

 
McMahon’s research in developing nations further demonstrates that citizen participation in 
higher education also strengthens core values of responsible citizenship by improving health, 
the environment, and governance, while reducing poverty, inequality and crime.    

Higher education gross enrollments in Indonesia are now at 17 % compared to more than 50% in 
industrialized countries. You see my point vividly in this figure.   

If there is a “magic bullet” for the problems – of poverty, politics, and geo-politics – this is it.  No 
need then for so many of the other bullets that the U.S. often sells to developing nations.  
 
It costs $1.2 million per U.S. soldier per year in Afghanistan. How could those dollars be 
supplemented for a better result? 
 

• Senator Dick Lugar told me a couple of years ago –“Putera, if we had dropped 
schools in Afghanistan 20 years ago, we wouldn’t be dropping bombs today” 

• My evidence on education as a trade tool is largely anecdotal – I have noticed 
that in my businesses that the nation where an Indonesian professional was 
educated becomes the place where they typically will source equipment, tools, 

 
CSIS Round Table Discussion – 15 April 2013                                                                                           page  5  of  14                                                                                                   



U.S. – Indonesia Relations                                                                                                                                      White Paper 

 

goods and services.  A German educated engineer will spec German equipment 
and an Australian educated agronomist will spec Australian fertilizer. And so on.   

 
Yet, there is very little emphasis on education in the U.S. aid offerings to Indonesia. The $600 
dollar Millennium Challenge Corporation funding goes to the same old programs that largely 
benefit international contractors, PhD research and, as ever, we must always be concerned that 
corruption is ever present in developing nations. I should know, because I was personally 
involved in the development of the Indonesian compact proposal. Our proposal went to 
Washington where, by bureaucratic fiat, it was re-written in its entirety and replaced with the 
following components: 
  

1. $131.5 million to reduce and prevent low birth weight, childhood stunting, and 
malnourishment of children in project areas. 

2. $332.5 million Green Prosperity Project designed to increase productivity and 
reduce reliance on fossil fuels by expanding renewable energy ... 

3. $50 million Procurement Modernization Project designed to assist the 
Government of Indonesia in achieving significant government expenditure 
savings …  

 
But what happened to, among other things, the “people-to-people” education component of 
the MCC Compact that was worked on by Indonesians, for Indonesians?  
 
In any case, if I had my druthers, I would expend the entire $600 million for educational 
purposes only … just IMAGINE: at $100 million a year, the MCC could have produced over 2,000 
American schooled MBAs over a 6 year tenure – AND, with all of that money being spent back 
home in the U.S.A.. 

 
Much of our early hope for meaningful emphasis on education in our relationship was based on 
the unlikely relationship between our presidents – Presidents Barack Obama and Susilo 
Bambang Yudoyono each went to school in the other’s country. This is a bond between us that 
many have based high-hopes upon.   
 
The Comprehensive Partnership between the U.S. and Indonesia was actually proposed by 
Indonesian President SBY just after Obama was elected. The Open Government Partnership 
followed. There have been meetings of every ilk and stripe. Education has been discussed and 
touted frequently but the only funding for it was a small program from the Bush administration 
that was renamed and reallocated to university-to-university partnerships instead of student 
scholarships. The same is true of the “Partnership for a New Beginning” – it is described 
eloquently in the rhetoric as “an ongoing forum for exchange between our nations and those 
traditionally Islamic nations around the globe. This partnership focuses on the power of public-
private alliances, people-to-people exchanges and the power of entrepreneurship to lift living 
standards, particularly those of women and children.” Seems like an alternative meaning to the 
acronym NATO is now in the offing – “No Action, Talk Only”    
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I have presented you with many facts and figures that empirically support the rationale for 
education as a tool for meaningful and impactful change.   Our foundation has built a “learning 
journey” that models those processes that we feel are necessary for Indonesia to break out of 
its own mold of intransigent attachment to the old ways. The Sampoerna Education Ecosystem 
is a synergetic set of innovating education programs and institutions that implement the 
learning and character building strategies that we have created: 

1. The Sampoerna Academies:  
 
a.k.a. Akademi Siswa Bangsa Internasional (ASBI) 

 
The literal translation for “siswa bangsa” is “scholars of the nation” 
 
Our academies are rigorous and Spartan boarding senior high schools (3 years) for 
academically exceptional students carefully selected for their potential to become 
leaders. For these kids we imbue character, honesty, hard work and social commitment. 
The entire curriculum is taught in English and students graduate with the equivalent of 
an International Baccalaureate accreditation … this means that, upon graduation, these 
kids would qualify to enter any English speaking university in the world. 

 
Recently, because of demand, we have now opened our academies to academically 
qualified tuition-paying students. Nevertheless, the majority of our students still hail 
from the rural poor … the “brightest of the poorest” … brilliant minds from very humble 
origins. Through the students’ cooperative KSB, it is our job to find private and 
corporate sponsors for them.  

 
2. The Sampoerna University: 

 
a.k.a. Universitas Siswa Bangsa Internasional (USBI) 
 
This is our own recently licensed university. The curriculum is taught in English and it 
provides for an internationally benchmarked, 4-year degree programs focused on: 

 

•  Key industries for Indonesia 
•  Employability of its graduates 
•  Entrepreneurship 

 
And an innovative, internationally benchmarked partnership:  

 
In a unique collaboration with the Lone Star College System, Texas, USBI now offers in 
Indonesia an American Indonesian Mobility Study (AIMS) program that allows its 
freshmen and sophomores (like their Lone Star peers) to earn an “All American 
Associate Degree” after their first two years at USBI.  This affords them to transfer their 
earned credits seamlessly into over 100 U.S. universities.   
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Our AIMS program is unique in the world -- it is not a Twinning program where credits 
earned can only be transferred (one-to-one) into a partner university; this is a “one-to-
many” program that provides Indonesian students (both ours and others) a pathway to 
international degree opportunities … and leadership and management positions in their 
careers.  

 
Upon their return to Indonesia USBI offers those students who have opted to go 
overseas an additional Indonesian-accredited bachelor’s degree through its 6 months 
Capstone Program.  That can mean three bona fide degrees for a student throughout 
their time at USBI. 
.  
Mekar, our foundation’s Entrepreneurship Development initiative is situated within the 
USBI campus to provide our students the DNA for innovative problem solving through 
economic incentives. The Entrepreneurship Network provides both physical and online 
facilities that enable Entrepreneurs, including ASBI and USBI students, to connect with 
Angel investor networks, so that they can turn their ideas into enterprises, creating jobs 
in the process. 
 

3. The Students own Cooperative: 
 
a.k.a. Koperasi Siswa Bangsa (KSB) 
 
Throughout the “learning journey” of our students, financial assistance packages are 
organized and provided by KSB -- a student-owned but professionally managed co-
operative, that also provides career development and mentoring services.   
 
Additionally, KSB provides a networking and support system for our poor and socially 
isolated students that is similar to the kind of social and professional networking 
available to most middle-class U.S. students through social clubs, fraternity 
membership, university affinity groups, professional and trade associations and the 
traditional alumni associations … the poor, even those with advanced degrees, don’t 
typically have these “connections” -- so we are building one for them.    

 
Before I go on, I have a disclaimer to make in the interest of full 
disclosure; our foundation has been entrusted with a loan guarantee 
from the U.S.A.I.D Development Credit Authority for $5 million dollars 
and that money is doing some of the work of sending students to the  
U.S.   We consider the trust of the U.S. government to be an emblem of 
our fiduciary reliability 
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Schools Development Outreach and the National Movement for Education: 
 

1. Schools Development Outreach (SDO): 
 

In addition to our initiatives at leadership development, our university’s School of 
Education has also developed a three year Outreach Program which provides for 
improving the quality of state owned Indonesian high schools through the professional 
development of their teachers, their School Leadership & Management programs, and 
their School Governance programs.   
The university delivers these services through a comprehensive, “whole school” 
development approach with the required funding per school running in the range of 
$350,000 to $500,000 over a three year period. Our clients are basically large corporates 
and NGOs who want to make a meaningful impact in their areas of operations or 
nationally.  

A case in point is a high school in Bali (SMAN 4 in Denpasar Bali) which we took under 
our wing: 

• Before it entered the SDO program, it was academically ranked 41st in 
the nation with around half of their students failing the national exams. 

• Just three years later it was ranked 9th in the nation with a 100% exam 
passing rate. 

• Since then, it has continued to improve on its own and is today ranked 
6th in the nation. 

• More telling, is the fact that the student body now includes kids from 
well to do families. 

 

Over the last six years, we have successfully serviced 40 large corporations with 52 
programs in 118 schools and 9 Madrasahs affecting some 57,000 teachers. 
 

2. The National Movement for Education: 
 
a.k.a.  Gerakan Indonesia Berkibar  (GIB) 

 
Over the last few years the SDO program has modularized its product offering and is 
now able to service much smaller contracts on a specific needs basis.   

 
Based on the SDO program successes, the foundation, in October of 2012, took the lead 
role in establishing “the national movement for education” (GIB) for the purposes of 
assisting State Schools in improving their teaching & learning capacities. This movement 
represents a public-private partnership among the Ministry of Education, Regencies 
(under whose budget schools operate), our foundation providing the modular software, 
other NGOs providing hardware resources, and the CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) 
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programs of companies with local operations providing some or all of the required 
funding.  
 
National and local Governments + schools + corporate sponsors = Win-Win-Win.  Our 
foundation acts as the catalyst.   

 
I am happy to report that since its launching, the movement has gained considerable 
traction and is now looking at a demand for services across 12 Provinces (states), 141 
Regencies (counties), and over 700 schools operating within those regencies. This is 
putting a tremendous strain on our resources. 
 

 
Proof of Concept: 
 
25 students from the first class of students to come out of our academy system are now in 
universities in the United States and their stellar achievements are the proof of our concepts! 
These students were chosen from thousands who applied for our sponsorships; they are drawn 
from the top 5% of National Middle School test takers who also come from the lower economic 
quintile of society. These young men and women come from homes without modern appliances 
and most have never slept in a bed before coming to live at our academies.  Their families 
typically don’t make more than $3 per day and they have not had an academically stimulating 
childhood. For most, a tertiary education would not have been within the realm of possibility. 
Yet through our curriculum and character building programs they are able to overcome their 
caste-like social confines of their circumstance and are excelling in rigorous and challenging U.S. 
universities.  
 
I am proud to tell you that our students are all on Dean’s lists and some have 4.0 GPAs. In spite 
of being international students surrounded by young Americans, many have been elected to 
leadership positions in their classes or their colleges. One edits the class newspaper and another 
leads the Student Engineering Club. They are outgoing and adventurous and yet maintain the 
practice of their respective faiths. Not bad, when you consider that only three and a half years 
ago, most of these kids spoke no English! 

We can categorically affirm that these processes are working and changing lives that will one-
day change their nation. If we can expand the reach of our programs across the Indonesian 
archipelago, the horizons for our country would be endless.    

With the system now refined and working, I will turn to seeking a multiplier. Indonesia needs to 
open the doors of educational opportunity for hundreds of thousands of our brightest students 
who now have no hope. We will need to IMAGINE beyond the limitations of current thinking.   

Such thinking is often considered heresy or seditious by the entrenched elites who often control 
our governments and our economies.   But we must dare not only to dream, but to act boldly as 
well. 
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Now, if I may, let me stoke the fires of possibilities by offering you some provocative thoughts. 
 

1. USAID:  
 
USAID spends about $30 billion each year around the world in humanitarian efforts … 
much of this is well meaning, but it also promotes a vicious cycle that has been going on 
for 50 years. Much of this money goes to sending experts from U.S. universities to help 
fight hunger, poverty and disease around the world ... Yes, year after year the U.S. 
experts go out to solve MANY OF THE SAME PROBLEMS OVER AND OVER AGAIN … 
 
IMAGINE if instead, USAID had over the past 20 years, reallocated just 5% of their 
annual expenditures in a country towards educating (in the united States) poor and 
promising students from the countries they serve. Imagine the possibilities provided by 
thousands of American schooled local scientists, scholars, public policy professionals, 
and business executives going back and contributing to the development of their home 
countries … and ending the vicious cycle once and for all. 

 
Consider if you will that (at the high end of the range) the cost of a 
private university education in the United States per foreign student 
equals to around $50,000 per year. 5% of $30 billion equals $1.5 billion 
per year which at $50,000 per student would support the schooling of 
30,000 students annually … that means that, after the initial 5 to 6 years 
of the program’s inception for students achieving an MBA degree, 
USAID could have, over the past 15 years, provided the countries they 
serve with almost half a million American schooled MBAs ... Impactful? 
 

Now IMAGINE : How different the world would be today if USAID, over the last 20 years, 
had spent 100% of their annual spend on just educating deserving students from the 
countries that they serve here in the United States??  

 
It’s the old adage of “Teach someone to fish once … or continue to give them fish on an 
ongoing basis”.  
 
 

2. U.S. Department of Defense: 
 
In a similar vein, the Department of Defense spends about $500 billion a year keeping 
the world safe – yes, the sequester will trim some fat – but the “world’s policeman” will 
continue to patrol the world’s most dangerous spots – often shedding blood and money 
in distant lands… 
IMAGINE if instead, the U.S. Department of Defense were to reallocate just 2.5% of 
their annual expenditures into winning hearts and minds by educating thousands of 
foreign students from those countries of special interest in the United States.    
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• $12.5 billion dollars a year is enough for producing (after the initial 5 or 
6 years of the program’s inception) over 250,000 MBAs a year who can 
be placed into those countries of special interest to the United States … 
e.g. Pakistan, Yemen, Indonesia, Palestine, Iran, Myanmar, etc.. 

• Even if you don’t like the policy – consider the positive domestic impact 
on U.S. universities through tuition income … financially, employment-
wise, and the diversity in their student bodies!   

 
Disenfranchisement through poverty, hunger, and disease are the root causes of 
instability and poor social and economic growth in the developing world.   Higher 
education, when extended downward in society, treats these underlying problems and 
helps diminish the need for expensive military investments.    
 
 

3. THE ASIA “REBALANCE”:  
 
The U.S. is now “rebalancing” its strategic forces from the Middle East to Asia. There are 
many reasons to show strength in the region – but the cost will be enormous.  
 
The U.S. “rebalance” will have tens of thousands additional soldiers and sailors deployed 
in Asia – costing this country billions!   
 
IMAGINE: what if the United States were to send one impoverished but gifted Asian 
student to a university in the U.S. for every soldier or sailor redeployed to the region? 
“Matching students-to-soldiers” would undoubtedly be a monumental public relations 
coup for the United States, creating tremendous good will, and producing a lot of good 
citizens in the process.   
 

Isn’t it about time the paradigm shifted in U.S. international strategies: Instead of “Gunboat 
Diplomacy”, how about “Diploma Diplomacy” … How about shifting from the World’s Policeman 
to the world’s Educator?  If I am not mistaken, the ratio between the annual costs of supporting 
university students to soldiers deployed overseas in non-combat areas is 1:3. 
 
It is noteworthy to consider that the United States is the only country in the world that has the 
capacity to absorb so many into their universities, now imagine how much good-will a unique 
“Diploma Diplomacy” would produce. 
 
Consider the tremendous empathy for the U.S. that would be created by so many American-
schooled individuals promoting peaceful co-existence. 
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However, in all fairness, let me also say that last week whilst I was writing for this forum, a small 
“green shoot” (in Ben Bernake lingo) appeared in Washington. The White House has proposed 
changing U.S. Food aid policy dramatically ... Food aid is to be sourced directly from farmers in 
developing countries under the Obama plan.  
  
This would reverse almost 60 years of U.S. food aid policy that has been based on buying 
American grown food and delivering it to countries in need.  This has been a subsidy for U.S. 
farmers but distorting to farmers and markets in developing nations seeking to build sustainable 
food security systems. That is, cheap food aid from the U.S. makes it very difficult for farmers in 
developing countries to have stable markets and cycles and they are thus unable to establish 
themselves to self-sufficiency and perpetuating a cycle of poverty.   
 
If this policy actually is proposed and if Congress approves, it will be an “impactful and 
meaningful” reversal of policy.   It is bold and it might also indicate that Obama will break from 
some of his other complacent policies and conventional strategies.  Many in his party have 
suggested that the second term would be when we see the “real” Obama. Let us hope and pray.  
 
Today, my passion is seeing the transformation of people and society through educational 
excellence and opportunity. The American Indonesian Mobility Study (AIMS) is an elegant 
engine that will deliver quality education to thousands of qualified students at a cost that will 
allow my country to achieve the social and economic transformation that is so desperately 
needs.   
 
So why am I so excited about our AIMS program? 
 

a. It is, first and foremost, an American-Indonesian initiative established by two 
individuals from the opposite sides of the Pacific Ocean who forged a 
partnership primarily on the belief that it is in the long term interests of both 
their countries that it happens. It provides a wonderful setting for President 
Obama to refer back to the spirit of the Comprehensive Partnership Agreement 
signed by both our presidents when last he visited Indonesia. 

b. Around the world there are many branch campuses of major league universities 
that are elite and expensive. Our AIMS program is the first that opens up a 
pathway to achieving a U.S. higher education to average Indonesians. At around 
$10,000 for boarded tuition per year at USBI, we can drastically reduce the in-
state, or out-of-state costs of obtaining a four-year bachelor’s degree from a 
ranked U.S. University. 

c. I am also very confident that deserving students who finish their 2 year AIMS 
program with a GPA greater than (say) 3.25 would easily find corporate 
sponsors or academic scholarships for them to continue on to their Bachelor 
and Master degrees, on a bonded basis, in the United States.   

d. USBI with its AIMS program in place will provide a venue for reducing the overall 
costs of a “Diploma Diplomacy” should such a policy (in whatever form) be 
adopted. 
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e. Finally, one of the goals of the Comprehensive Partnership Agreement is to 
double the number of American students studying in Indonesia from 200 to 400. 
IMAGINE that it takes just $2 million per year in grants or student loans to 
immediately accomplish this goal – and, at no loss of earned credits as these 
students return to their respective state universities to finish off their Junior and 
Senior years.  

 
In conclusion, I have brought these facts and ironies to your attention as prologue to having 
constructive round table discussions towards CSIS coming up with recommendations that are 
modest in dollars but large in meaningful impacts. 
 
 
Putera Sampoerna 
15 April 2013 
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