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Migration, a central issue in Mexico-US history 

• Geography means destiny. 
 
• 19th century Mexicans living in Texas, California, and Arizona, “We did not cross the 

border, the border suddenly  crossed us”.  
 

• First half of 20th century: Mexicans build railways, picked crops, developed family 
and social networks. The Bracero Program. Circular migration. 
 

• Second half of the 20th century: US economic boom, Mexico’s demographic boom, 
insuficient Mexican economic growth, massive flows of undocumented Mexicans, 
southwest border seen as chaotic and lawless. Bilateral dialogue starts to find ways 
for a “legal, safe and orderly flow of people”.  
 

• 2001 President Fox proposes the “whole enchilada” deal. 
 
• 9/11 changed everything. 

 
• The common border becomes a national security issue. Cooperation reaches 

unprecedented levels,  preventing terrorism, drugs, arms, trafficking and smuggling. 
 



 
 

México,  source, transit and destiny of 
immigration flows 

                                                 



A dramatic change has taken place in the last years 

Mexican migrants aprehended and returned 
by the United States, 1995-20101 
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Fuente: Centro de Estudios Migratorios del INM con base en Yearbook of Immigration Statistics: 1995-2010, de la Office of Immigration 

Statistics. U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 



Mexico as a bridge to the US for nationals from all the world 

Central Americans migrants transiting through Mexico, 1995-2010 
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Fuente: Centro de Estudios Migratorios del INM, con base en los registros de la institución, información del U.S. Department of Homeland Security: 
Statistical Yearbook of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, y U.S. Border Patrol. 



Old and new routes are used by migrant , smugglers and traffickers 



THE CENTRAL AMERICA CHALLENGE 



Mexico has become a dangerous place to transit  

Increased use of traffickers due to risks crossing the border or 
transiting through Mexico 
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Extracontinental routes for trafficking 
migrants trough Mexico  

                                                 



Rutas extracontinentales de tráfico de migrantes 

1. China- Moscú-Guatemala-México. 
2. China-Moscú-Holanda-Cancún-México. 
3. China- Cuba-Panamá-Guatemala-México. 
4. China-Malasia-Guatemala-México. 

 

RUTAS DE NACIONALES CHINOS 



Rutas extracontinentales de tráfico de migrantes 

1. China- Moscú-Guatemala-México. 
2. China-Moscú-Holanda-Cancún-México. 
3. China- Cuba-Panamá-Guatemala-México. 
4. China-Malasia-Guatemala-México. 

 

1. Eritrea-Sudán-Dubai-Ecuador-Colombia-Panamá-Costa Rica- El 
Salvador- Nicaragua-Guatemala-México. 

2. Eritrea-Sudán-Brasil-Colombia-Panamá-Costa Rica- Nicaragua-El 
Salvador-Guatemala-México. 

3. Ghana-Panamá-Nicaragua-Honduras-Guatemala-México. 
4. Etiopía-Kenia-Colombia-Panamá-Guatemala-México. 

RUTAS DE NACIONALES AFRICANOS 



Rutas extracontinentales de tráfico de migrantes 

1. China- Moscú-Guatemala-México. 
2. China-Moscú-Holanda-Cancún-México. 
3. China- Cuba-Panamá-Guatemala-México. 
4. China-Malasia-Guatemala-México. 

 

1. Eritrea-Sudán-Dubai-Ecuador-Colombia-Panamá-Costa Rica- El 
Salvador- Nicaragua-Guatemala-México. 

2. Eritrea-Sudán-Brasil-Colombia-Panamá-Costa Rica- Nicaragua-El 
Salvador-Guatemala-México. 

3. Ghana-Panamá-Nicaragua-Honduras-Guatemala-México. 
4. Etiopía-Kenia-Colombia-Panamá-Guatemala-México. 

1. Punjab,Nueva Delhi- Turquía-Sao Paulo, Brasil- Panamá- Managua, Nicaragua- Guatemala-México. 
2. Punjab, Nueva Delhi-Turquía- Sao Paulo, Brasil- Honduras- Guatemala-México. 
3. India- Cuba- Guatemala- México. 
4. Nueva Delhi-Dubai-Ajman-Madrid-Guatemala-México. 
5. India-Holanda-Panamá-Guatemala-México. 
6. India-Ghana-Brasil-Managua, Nicaragua- Guatemala-México. 
7. India-Estambul-Sau Paulo- Panamá- Managua, Nicaragua- Guatemala- México. 
8. India- Turquía- Brasil-Lima, Perú-El Salvador- Nicaragua-Guatemala-México. 
9. India-Dubai-Ámsterdam- República Dominicana- Panamá- Trinidad y Tobago- Guatemala- México. 

RUTAS DE NACIONALES  INDIOS 



Migración centroamericana en tránsito irregular por 
México 

Migración centroamericana en tránsito irregular por 
México 

What we’ve learned 

• International migration is an issue driven by perceptions and  

    domestic political calculations. 

 

• Mexico and the United States have learned to understand each  

    others points of view, develop respect and mutual trust. 

 

• There is no other issue that affects more Mexicans and Americans 

    than migration. 

 

• Migration, border management, human rights and security will  

    continue to be priority issues in the bilateral agenda. 

 

• More coordination, sharing of information and joint diagnosis are 

needed. 

 

• A regional migration perspective is needed. 



Migración centroamericana en tránsito irregular por 
México 

Migración centroamericana en tránsito irregular por 
México 

The New Landscape. 

1.- Structural change in age demographics in Mexico diminishes immigration 

pressure. 

 

2.- Latino demographics in U.S. 

 

3.- The Mexican economy has a positive forecast, job creation and 

investment provide the opportunities for Mexicans. (FT AztecTiger) 

 

 4.-Future of traditional labor markets for migrants in the US; a systemic 

change?   

 

5.- Crossing the border has become a high risk challenge. 

 

6-Technology impact on migrant social networks and opportunities. 

 

7.- Mexico and the USA cooperation is better than ever, in border 

management, fight against crime, intelligence sharing and mutual trust. 



Migración centroamericana en tránsito irregular por 
México 

Migración centroamericana en tránsito irregular por 
México 

What’s next? 

• Changing U.S. immigration laws is a major political, social and 

cultural challenge and opportunity for the United States. 

 

• Mexico rightfully has a big interest in how this debate evolves.  

 

• Mexico needs to change some paradigms: 

 

Migration from México should follow established rules 

Fight corruption, smuggling and trafficking more decisively 

Develop social policies to reintegrate Mexican nationals 

returning from the United States 

Establish with Central America a comprehensive immigration 

package for a legal, safe and orderly migration, sustained 

economic development, a safe common border,  including the 

posibility of receiving Central Americans in our territory. 



Let´s work together to end this image 
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