
Working Lunch Sessions (12:30-1:45 p.m.)
I. THE FUTURE OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS: PROPOSED CHANGES IN 
THE UNIFIED COMMAND PLAN

GEN. PETER PACE (RET.) retired from active duty on October 1, 2007, after more than 40 years 
of service in the United States Marine Corps. General Pace was sworn in as sixteenth Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff on Sep. 30, 2005. In this capacity, he served as the principal military advisor to the 
President, the Secretary of Defense, the National Security Council, and the Homeland Security Council.  
Prior to becoming Chairman, he served as Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. General Pace 
holds the distinction of being the first Marine to have served in either of these positions.

General Pace was commissioned in June 1967, following graduation from the United States Naval 
Academy. He holds a Master’s Degree in Business Administration from George Washington University, 
attended the Harvard University Senior Executives in National and International Security program, and 
graduated from the National War College. 

During his distinguished career, General Pace has held command at virtually every level, beginning 
as a Rifle Platoon Leader in Vietnam.  He also served as Commanding Officer of 2nd Battalion, 
1st Marine Regiment; Commanding Officer of the Marine Barracks in Washington, D.C.; Deputy 
Commander, Marine Forces Somalia; Deputy Commander, Joint Task Force Somalia; Director 
of Operations for the Joint Staff; Commander, U.S., Marine Forces Atlantic/Europe/South; and 
Commander in Chief, US Southern Command.  

In June, 2008, General Pace was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian 
honor a President can bestow.  General Pace is currently serving on the Board of Directors of several 
corporate entities involved in management consulting, private equity, and IT security.  He served on the 
President’s Intelligence Advisory Board, and on the Secretary of Defense’s Defense Policy Board.  He is 
a Distinguished Visiting Research Scholar for Fordham University, and an Adjunct Faculty member of 
Georgetown University.  

ADMIRAL TIMOTHY J. KEATING (RET.) retired in December 2009 after serving for three years 
as the Commander, United States Pacific Command, headquartered in Honolulu Hawaii. His area of 
responsibility included over 3.4 billion people and half the surface of the earth. While in command, 
Admiral Keating visited over 30 countries, meeting diplomats, military officials and commercial leaders 
to emphasize active engagement with national and international partners in preserving the security and 
stability upon which the Asia-Pacific region’s success depends. 

Prior to his tour at Pacific Command, Admiral Keating was Commander of the United States Northern 
Command, responsible for protecting the United States homeland and providing support to federal, 
state and local officials in time of crisis. Simultaneously, he was Commander of the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command, providing aerospace warning, air sovereignty and defense for the United 
States and Canada. 
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Previous tours include service as the Director of the Joint Staff in the Pentagon, command of the United 
States Fifth Fleet and all naval forces in the United States Central Command headquartered in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Plans, Policy and Operations) in the Pentagon, 
command of the USS Kitty Hawk Battle Group stationed in Yokosuka Japan, and Deputy Director for 
Operations (Current Operations) on the Joint Staff in the Pentagon. 

ADMIRAL ERIC T. OLSON is the eighth commander of U.S. Special Operations Command 
(USSOCOM) headquartered at MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. USSOCOM ensures the readiness of joint 
special operations forces and, as directed, conducts operations worldwide. 

Olson graduated from the United States Naval Academy in 1973 and qualified as a Naval Special 
Warfare (SEAL) officer in 1974. He has served operationally in an Underwater Demolition Team, 
SEAL Team, SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team, Special Boat Squadron, and at the Naval Special Warfare 
Development Group. He has commanded at every level. 

Olson has participated in several conflicts and contingency operations, and has served as a SEAL 
instructor, strategy and tactics development officer and joint special operations staff officer. His overseas 
assignments include service as a United Nations military observer in Israel and Egypt, and as Navy 
Programs officer in Tunisia. He served on the Navy staff as assistant deputy chief of Naval Operations 
(Plans, Policy, and Operations). 

Olson earned a Master of Arts degree in National Security Affairs at the Naval Postgraduate School and 
studied at the Defense Language Institute. He is a Joint Specialty officer and Political-Military Affairs 
sub-specialist with emphasis on Africa and the Middle East. His awards include the Distinguished 
Service Medal and Silver Star.

RICK “OZZIE” NELSON (MODERATOR) is a former Navy helicopter pilot with over twenty 
years operational and intelligence experience, including assignments at the National Security Council 
and the National Counterterrorism Center. He recently served in Afghanistan. He is Director of the 
CSIS Homeland Security and Counterterrorism Program and a senior fellow in the CSIS International 
Security Program. He joined CSIS in September 2009, after retiring from the U.S. Navy, where he 
served in a variety of senior policy and operational positions. His last military assignment was with 
the Joint Special Operations Command. In 2005, he was selected to serve as an inaugural member in 
the National Counterterrorism Center’s (NCTC) Directorate of Strategic Operational Planning. Prior 
to his assignment at NCTC, Nelson served as associate director for maritime security in the Office 
of Combating Terrorism on the National Security Council staff at the White House, where he led the 
development of the National Strategy for Maritime Security. Other career assignments have included 
counterterrorism team leader in Deep Blue, the navy’s operational think tank created after September 
11; navy legislative fellow for Senator Edward M. Kennedy; assistant aviation officer community 
manager; and flag aide in Okinawa, Japan, to the commander of naval amphibious forces in the Western 
Pacific. He is operationally trained in naval helicopter strike warfare in the SH-60B Seahawk and SH-
2F Seasprite helicopters, and he has deployed around the world and flown in support of numerous 
operations. Nelson graduated from the George Washington University in 1989 with a B.A. in political 
science, holds an M.A. in national security studies from Georgetown University, and is a graduate of 
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the Naval War College. He is an adjunct lecturer at Georgetown University, where he teaches courses 
on homeland security and counterterrorism. He is also a frequent contributor to many media outlets, 
including the New York Times, Washington Post, NPR, CBS, CNN, and ABC, among others.

II. EUROPE’S ECONOMIC CRISIS AND THE RISE OF NATIONALISM

JIM HOAGLAND is a Contributing Editor for The Washington Post and two-time recipient of 
the Pulitzer Prize as a reporter and columnist. Hoagland joined The Washington Post in 1966 as a 
metropolitan reporter. He did stints as the paper’s Africa correspondent in Nairobi, West European 
Correspondent in Paris, and Middle East correspondent in Beirut before becoming foreign editor in 
1979 and then launching an opinion column in 1986. 

Jim Hoagland won the Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting in 1971 for his coverage of the 
struggle against apartheid in the Republic of South Africa. In 1973, he authored the book “South Africa: 
Civilizations in Conflict.” After being banned from South Africa for five years, he returned in 1976 to 
write another ground-breaking series that won the Overseas Press Club’s Bob Considine award. He 
won his second Pulitzer Prize for Commentary in 1991 for his columns on events leading up to the 
Gulf War and on the political problems of Mikhail Gorbachev. In 2002, the editors of leading European 
newspapers headed a jury that awarded Hoagland a special Europa prize for contributing to U.S-
European understanding. Hoagland received the French Legion of Honor in 2006 for his lifelong effort 
to better Franco-American relations.

CHRISTOPHER CALDWELL is a senior editor at the Weekly Standard, a weekly columnist at 
the Financial Times and a contributing writer for the New York Times Magazine.  He is a graduate of 
Harvard College, where he studied English literature.  David Brooks, reviewing the best journalism of 
2008, includes Caldwell for his articles questioning the morality of capitalism.

He is the author of Reflections on the Revolution in Europe: Immigration, Islam and the West. The 
Economist newspaper review stated: “this is an important book as well as a provocative one: the best 
statement to date of the pessimist’s position on Islamic immigration in Europe.” Historian Perry 
Anderson concurred, calling it ‘the most striking single book to have appeared, in any language, on 
immigration in Western Europe’. 

CHRYSTIA FREELAND was appointed editor of Thomson Reuters Digital in April 2011. In this 
role, Chrystia has editorial control of the company’s consumer online, mobile and digital properties 
including Reuters.com and its global suite of websites, as well as the flagship NewsPro mobile news 
applications. In 2010, Chrystia joined the company as Reuters global editor-at-large. 

Previously, Freeland served as the US managing editor of the Financial Times where she led the editorial 
development of the paper’s US edition and of US news on FT.com.  During this time, the US print 
edition became the single largest edition of the newspaper.  She also held positions within the company 
including, editor of the FT’s Weekend edition, editor of FT.com, UK News editor, Moscow bureau chief 
and Eastern Europe correspondent.  
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