
Mid-Day Sessions (11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m.)
I. TOWARD 2014: AFGHANISTAN, PAKISTAN, AND THE U.S. ROLE IN 
THE REGION

ANTHONY H. CORDESMAN holds the Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy at CSIS. He is a 
recipient of the Department of Defense Distinguished Service Medal. During his time at CSIS, he has 
completed a wide variety of studies on energy, U.S. strategy and defense plans, the lessons of modern 
war, defense programming and budgeting, NATO modernization, Chinese military power, the lessons 
of modern warfare, proliferation, counterterrorism, armed nation building, the security of the Middle 
East, and the Afghan and Iraq conflicts. (Many of these studies can be downloaded from the Burke 
Chair section of the CSIS Web site at http://www.csis.org/program/burke-chair-strategy.) Cordesman 
has directed numerous CSIS study efforts on terrorism, energy, defense panning, modern conflicts, 
and the Middle East. He has traveled frequently to Afghanistan and Iraq to consult for MNF-I, ISAF, 
U.S. commands, and U.S. embassies on the wars in those countries, and he was a member of the 
Strategic Assessment Group that assisted General Stanley McChrystal in developing a new strategy 
for Afghanistan in 2009. He frequently acts as a consultant to the U.S. State Department, Defense 
Department, and intelligence community and has worked with U.S. officials on counteterrorism and 
security areas in a number of Middle East countries.

Before joining CSIS, Cordesman served as director of intelligence assessment in the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense and as civilian assistant to the deputy secretary of defense. He directed the 
analysis of the lessons of the October War for the secretary of defense in 1974, coordinating the U.S. 
military, intelligence, and civilian analysis of the conflict. He also served in numerous other government 
positions, including in the State Department and on NATO International Staff. In addition, he served 
as director of policy and planning for resource applications in the Energy Department and as national 
security assistant to Senator John McCain. He had numerous foreign assignments, including posts in the 
United Kingdom, Lebanon, Egypt, and Iran, as well as with NATO in Brussels and Paris. He has worked 
extensively in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf. 
 
He is the author of a wide range of studies on energy policy, national security, and the Middle East, 
and his most recent publications include (CSIS, 2010), Iraq and the United States: Creating a Strategic 
Partnership (CSIS, 2010), Saudi Arabia: National Security in a Troubled Region (Praeger, 2009), Iranian 
Weapons of Mass Destruction: The Birth of a Regional Nuclear Arms Race? (Praeger, 2009), Withdrawal 
from Iraq: Assessing the Readiness of Iraqi Security Forces (CSIS, 2009), and Winning in Afghanistan: 
Creating Effective Afghan Security Forces (CSIS, 2009).

KORI SCHAKE is a research fellow at the Hoover Institution and an associate professor of 
international security studies at the United States Military Academy.During the 2008 presidential 
election, she was senior policy adviser to the McCain-Palin campaign, responsible for policy 
development and outreach in the areas of foreign and defense policy.

From 2007 to 2008 she was the deputy director for policy planning in the state department. In addition 
to staff management, she worked on resourcing and organizational effectiveness issues, including a 
study of what it would take to “transform” the state department so as to enable integrated political, 
economic, and military strategies.
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During President Bush’s first term, she was the director for Defense Strategy and Requirements on the 
National Security Council. She was responsible for interagency coordination for long-term defense 
planning and coalition maintenance issues. 

She has held the Distinguished Chair of International Security Studies at West Point, and also served 
in the faculties of the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, the University of 
Maryland’s School of Public Affairs, and the National Defense University. She is on the boards of the 
journal Orbis and the Centre for European Reform and blogs for Foreign Policy’s Shadow Government.

Her publications include State of Disrepair: Fixing the Culture and Practices of the State Department 
(Hoover Institution Press, 2012), Managing American Hegemony: Essays on Power in a Time of 
Dominance (Hoover Institution Press, 2009), “Choices for the Quadrennial Defense Review” (Orbis, 
2009), “Dealing with a Nuclear Iran” (Policy Review, 2007), “Jurassic Pork” (New York Times, 2006). 
She coauthored “How America Should Lead” (Policy Review, 2002), and coedited The Berlin Wall 
Crisis: Perspectives on Cold War Alliances (2002), and “Building a European Defense Capaibility” 
(Survival, 1999). 

AMB. RONALD E. NEUMANN, formerly a Deputy Assistant Secretary, served three times as 
Ambassador; to Algeria, Bahrain and finally to the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan from July 2005 to 
April 2007. Before Afghanistan, Mr. Neumann, a career member of the Senior Foreign Service, served in 
Baghdad from February 2004 with the Coalition Provisional Authority and then as Embassy Baghdad’s 
principal interlocutor with the Multinational Command, where he was deeply involved in coordinating 
the political part of military action. 

Prior to working in Iraq, he was Chief of Mission in Manama, Bahrain (2001-2004). Before that, 
Ambassador Neumann served as a Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Near East Affairs (1997-
2000), where he directed the organization of the first separately-funded NEA democracy programs 
and also was responsible for the bureau’s work in developing the North African Economic Initiative for 
Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria. Before that assignment, he was Ambassador to Algeria (1994 to 1997) 
and Director of the Office of Northern Gulf Affairs (Iran and Iraq; 1991 to 1994). Earlier in his career, 
he was Deputy Chief of Mission in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, and in Sanaa in Yemen, Principal 
Officer in Tabriz, Iran and Economic/Commercial Officer in Dakar, Senegal. His previous Washington 
assignments include service as Jordan Desk officer, Staff Assistant in the Middle East (NEA) Bureau, and 
Political Officer in the Office of Southern European Affairs.

Ambassador Neumann is the author of The Other War: Winning and Losing in Afghanistan (Potomac 
Press, 2009), a book on his time in Afghanistan. He is the author of a number of monographs and 
articles. At the Academy he has focused particularly on efforts to expand State and USAID personnel to 
enable these institutions to carry out their responsibilities.

ROBERT D. LAMB (MODERATOR) is a senior fellow and director of the Program on Crisis, 
Conflict, and Cooperation (C3) at CSIS, and a research scholar at the Center for International and 
Security Studies at the University of Maryland (CISSM). Dr. Lamb studies governance and development 
amid conflict, with recent field research in Afghanistan, Colombia, and Pakistan. His current research 
program touches on complex violence, hybrid political orders, nonstate-controlled territories, political 
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transitions, international intervention, absorptive capacity, and alternatives to state building. Dr. 
Lamb has presented his work to policymakers and experts in Afghanistan, Colombia, Germany, India, 
Pakistan, Romania, Sweden, and the United Kingdom; has appeared on CNN, NPR, and NBC News; 
and has been quoted in USA Today, The Los Angeles Times, Reuters, Bloomberg, and other media 
outlets. He lived for nearly a year in Medellín, Colombia, studying gang governance and legitimacy, 
and joined CSIS as a visiting scholar after returning to Washington in late 2009. As a strategist in the 
Defense Department¹s Strategy office in 2006 and 2007, he advised defense policymakers on terrorist, 
criminal, and insurgent networks and co-managed an interagency study of ³ungoverned² areas and 
illicit havens. He earned his Ph.D. in policy studies in early 2010 from the University of Maryland 
School of Public Policy in a program combining security, economics, and ethics. He received his B.A. 
in interdisciplinary studies from Gettysburg College in 1993, spent half a year in Nicaragua with a 
microdevelopment project, then worked for nine years as an editor and journalist, winning a National 
Press Club award in 2001, before changing careers after 9/11.

II. NAVIGATING THE GEOPOLITICS OF THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

CARLA A. HILLS is chair and CEO of Hills & Company. The firm provides advice to U.S. businesses 
on investment, trade, and risk assessment issues abroad, particularly in emerging market economies. 
Ambassador Hills served as U.S. trade representative (1989–1993) in the Bush administration. During 
the Ford administration, she served as U.S. secretary of housing and urban development and assistant 
attorney general, civil division at the U.S. Department of Justice. Over the years, Ambassador Hills 
has served on a number of corporate boards and currently sits on one. She also serves on a number 
of nonprofit boards. She currently is chair of the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations and 
of the Inter-American Dialogue. She is cochair of the Council on Foreign Relations and a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Peterson Institute for International Economics and of the Trilateral 
Commission. She is cochair of the Advisory Board at CSIS, as well as a trustee of the Center. She is also 
a member of the board of the International Crisis Group. Before entering government, Ambassador 
Hills cofounded and was a partner in a Los Angeles law firm. She also served as an adjunct professor 
at the University of California at Los Angeles Law School teaching antitrust law and coauthored The 
Antitrust Adviser (McGraw-Hill, 1971). She received her bachelor’s degree from Stanford University, 
her law degree from Yale University, and studied at Oxford University. She holds a number of honorary 
degrees, and she was awarded the Aztec Eagle in 2000, the highest honor given by the Mexican 
government to a noncitizen. 

MAURICE R. “HANK” GREENBERG is Chairman and CEO of C. V. Starr and Co., Inc.   He joined 
C.V. Starr & Co., Inc. as Vice President in 1960, a worldwide insurance and investment company. Mr. 
Greenberg retired as Chairman and CEO of American International Group, Inc. (AIG) in March 2005, 
after serving as Chief Executive Officer from 1967 until March 2005.  Under his leadership AIG became 
the largest insurance company in the world and generated unprecedented value for AIG shareholders.  
During the nearly 40 years of his leadership, AIG’s market value grew from $300 million to $l80 billion.   
AIG was created by C.V. Starr & Co., Inc.

Mr. Greenberg is Chairman of The Starr Foundation. He oversees the disbursement of major financial 
support to academic, medical, cultural, and public policy institutions.  In 1990, Mr. Greenberg was 
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