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Projections: Cincotta & Kaufmann, 2010Fig. 3a & b

Fig. 3.  Projected changes in the composition of Israel’s age structure, 2005 to 2030. 

ISRAEL:  Shifting composition in a relatively stable age structure 



Hobbesian (or Authoritarian) Bargain Hypothesis: 

Citizens are willing to cede political rights and civil liberties 

for physical and economic security. 

[corollary:  things are peaceful, I want my rights back]

Youth Bulge Hypothesis:

Populations with large proportions of young adults in their working-

age population are at an elevated risk of political violence due to 

the ease of recruitment. 

(a)  rapid rate of workforce growth, unemployment 

(b)  culture typified by experimentation/passion/interest in 

novelty, idealism, risk-taking, ideological naïveté, 

and creativity.  
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*  Conflict involves a more youthful minority 
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Youth bulges and the path 

to liberal democracy: 8 

selected states

Cincotta, 2009

Some anecdotal evidence of 

rises as youth bulge declines. 



Why does this model work?

N
o

. 
o

f 
S

ta
te

s

<0.42 >.42

Youth Proportion*

1980s

Fate of States rising to liberal democracy 

during the decade

Durability of Regime

<29 years >29 years

Median Age





Model Predictions and Observations:

1. Not ready for liberal democracy? Liberal democracies should be rare 

and unstable among youthful age structures (median age <= 25.0). 

2007 (8),  2010 (6), decline of 25%

2.   From 2010 to 2019.  Expect half of the states to pass through 50-

50 benchmark to rise to liberal democracy (FH “Free”). 

Two regional clusters of non-liberal states: 

North Africa (Morocco to Egypt)

northwest corner of  South America (Venezuela, 

Colombia, Ecuador)

3. Age isn’t enough. Liberal democracies should prevail among age-

structurally mature countries (median age > 35.0) and should be 

stable. 

2007 (32), 2009 (33), 2010 (32), decline of 3% last year

89 % of age-structurally mature countries are “free”  



from Barnett, 2004
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