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Institute for Security Studies

To conceptualize, inform and enhance the debate on  
human security in Africa in order to support policy 

formulation, implementation and decision making at 
all levels.

We provide 3 types of support

(1) policy advice (2) technical assistance/capacity 
building (3) teaching/training

From our offices in Addis Ababa, Dakar, Cape 
Town, Nairobi and Pretoria with around 130 staff 

from 16 African countries
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The real size of Africa



 

Emerging interpolarity –
multipolarity in the age of interdependence

More dispersed power

• An accelerating shift away from Western dominance 

hence more heterogeneous and complicated to manage

• Rising influence of non-state actors & networks

Yet deepening interdependence through

• Trade and economic growth drives interdependence

• Energy interdependence

• Common challenges such as climate change and 

organized crime

Will interpolarity be more confrontational, competitive 

or cooperative?  Complexity defies easy prediction…



 

Global GDP (PPP)…

Will probably double between 

2010 and 2030 ….



 

Working age – millions of people 

15 to 65 years of age

By 2032 Africa will have a larger working 

population than China and, by 2036 a 

larger worker population than India



Although global trends in armed 
conflict declined from 1990 …



 



 

East and West Africa’s rise



 

Global Transformation:  GDP at Purchasing Power Parity  

By mid-century the emerging countries will have emerged

China overtakes EU27 in 2025 and USA in 2026

India overtakes EU27 in 2047



 

The Economic Growth of Africa GDP at PPP:  

A transformation underway towards higher income
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A common threshold for “middle 

class” is $7,500



 

World’s 10 fastest growing 
economies 
2001-2010 and 2011-2015
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Reasons for African growth

1. Population growth and urbanization

2. Responsible macroeconomic management and 
reform

3. Improved agricultural output and industrial 
management

4. Relatively stable political frameworks

5. More effective aid, targeted debt relief & increased 
domestic revenues

6. Growth in remittances and foreign investment

7. Global economic growth - demand from China in 
particular but also India, Brazil and others

8. Commodities boom
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China-Africa trade 1995-2008 
($ bns)



 

The Commodities boom has only 
started…. 32% of GDP growth

•Average returns on investment capital in Africa 

2/3rds higher than India, China, Indonesia and 

Vietnam for 2002-2007

•Africa will shortly be the only major low-wage 

region

•Africa at least five times unexplored compared to 

OECD countries
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BRICs squeezing Europe out

in Africa?



 

Intra-African trade very low
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Five areas of particular 
concern in Africa

#1 religion/poverty/radicalization;

#2 impact of fourth wave of democracy;

#3 the youth bulge and lack of 

employment; 

#4 impact of climate change; and

#5 management of urban spaces



 

#1: Religion as a source of 
comfort or conflict?

Growth of Islam & Christianity in SSA since 1900
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Ratio of Muslims to Christians



 

#2: Pressures for 
Democratization after 4th wave

•No clear relationship between democracy and econ 

growth

•North Africa has lower proportion of youth than rest of 

continent but scored highest in Africa on HDI

•Impact of social media and awareness of relative 

economic, social and political deprivation – cellphone

and internet penetration growth rates in Africa highest 

in world…

•Ability of the state and of leaders to respond is limited 

– poor resource base, weak state, lack of legitimacy



 

North 
Africa’s 

democratic 
deficit in 

2010



 

#3 Youth bulge and lack of 
employment opportunities

•African growth rates are not creating jobs and 

cannot do so without radical restructuring –

manufacturing and agriculture

•Bring demographics back onto the table…  We 

need to reduce TFRs….



But the vast majority 

will have little or no 

formal education

2030 - Africa

2030 - India 2030 - China

2030 - USA



 

#4: Climate change has
4 links to conflict in Africa

1. Reduced water supply and growing demand could 

increase competition, eventually violence

2. Reduction in crop yields and unpredictable 

weather could increase food prices and insecurity

3. Large scale population movements due to storms 

and more natural disasters – direct relationship

4. Cumulative impact, prevalence of poverty and 

inability of governments to respond plus 

extent/speed of climate change will determine
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Environmental Change in Africa:  

The possible change in regional precipitation
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#5: Challenges in the 
Management of Urban Spaces

•By 2030 African growth will bump up against impact of 

climate change

•Response will be to accelerate already fast rates of 

urbanization

•With result that management of urban spaces will be 

our biggest developmental, governance and security 

challenge – turbulent times lie ahead

•And African governance will have to respond 

accordingly or face the consequences



 

Conclusion

International system will be shaped by:

• Redistribution of power at global level – recent 

acceleration

• Deepening of interdependence and (resource) 

competition

• Growth in importance of non-state actors

Thus greater complexity and heterogeneity

What are the implications of a  ‘fourth wave of 

democracy for Africa’ starting in MENA? And for 

China?



 

On the one hand …

Conclusion of the 2010 edition of the Human 
Development Report:

“The past 20 years have seen substantial progress in 
many aspects of human development. Most people 
today are healthier, live longer, are more educated 
and have more access to goods and services. Even in 
countries facing adverse economic conditions, 
people’s health and education have greatly improved. 
And there has been progress not only in improving 
health and education and raising income, but also in 
expanding people’s power to select leaders, influence 
public decisions and share knowledge.”



 

Global material power index



 

The global challenge

How to promote a cooperative form of 

multipolarity in age of greater competition?

Or

How do we increase the supply of dwindling global 

governance at time huge international demand and 

weakened political will?



 

Africa?
•Trends are positive, although bad news sells

•In an arena of contestation on global values and 

power transition Africa has more agency than 

before

•The need and demand for democracy will 

continue to increase – tough times ahead

•Although globalization limits government capacity, 

building the ‘developmental state’ is key to African 

future – but

•Vast majority of African countries will develop 

more like India than China…



 

The African challenge

The transformation of the African developmental 
model, from jobless growth in capital intensive 

extractive sectors to promotion of green 
industrialization and an African agricultural 

revolution

Or

The creation of the developmental state that has 
the capacity, the institutions and the legitimacy to 

mobilize all groups around a national 
developmental framework.



 

A4 – relative material power



 

Alternative scenario’s
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